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To  M,  de  la  Luzerne,     Office  of  Finance,  Novem- 
ber 3d,  1781,         ------ 

Little  probability  of  lieing  able  to  mine  an  odequiite 

guialiing  the  public  debt  and  calbng  in  the  depie- 
cittted  paper  currancy. — France  must  be  relied  on 
to  assist  in  this  emergencf . — ImpDrtant  advantage's 
will  reaiiit  toFronce  herself  ftom  this  fltep. 

To  the  President  of  Congress.     Office  of  Finance, 
November  5th,  1781,     ----- 

Relative  to  the  Acts  of  Codgress  for  raising  siippliea. 
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ment of  tlie  expenses  beltveen  the  Slates. 

To  M.  de  la  Luzerne.     Office  of  Finance,  Novem- 
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Neceaaity  of  pecuniary  aid  from  France. 

To  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,     Office  of  Finance, 
November  15th,  1781,  -        -        -        - 

Repayment  of  money  advanced  l)v  the  Court. — Con- 
gratolalions  on  the  sucgbbb  at  Vofktown. 

Circular  Lo  the  Governors  of  the  Slates.     Office  of 
Finatice,  November  17th,  1781,        -         -         - 

Trnnsmitting  Acts  of  CongreBS  for  raising  supplies. 

George  Washington  to  Robert  Morris.    Mount  Ver- 
non, November  19di,  1781,  -        -        - 
Payment  oflheofRrera  of  the  army 
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CORKE9P0NDENCE    CONTINUED. 


I    M.    DE    LA    LUZESNE. 


Office  of  Finanoe,  November  3d,  1781. 


Agreeably  to  my  promise,  1  have  the  hooor  to  send 
you  a  copy  of  the  circular  letter,  which  I  lately  trans- 
mitted to  the  several  States.  This  will  be  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  my  desire  to  draw  from  among  ourselves 
the  necessary  resources,  and  thereby  to  become  truly 
independent.  But  the  sincerity  with  which  I  have 
always  spoken  to  you,  and  which  I  mean  to  preitefve, 
and  which  the  generous  conduct  of  your  Sove.„4gn 
demands  for  his  servants,  that  sincerity  will  not  permit 
me  to  conceal  my  sentiments  on  what  is  to  be  expected. 

The  annual  expenses  of  this  country  may  certainly 
■  be  reduced  within  narrower  bounds,  than  they  have 
hitherto  been;  perhaps  it  will  be  less  than  I  myself 
have  now  an  idea  of.  But  still  it  must  be  consider- 
able, if  we  mean,  which  we  certainly  do,  to  make 
becoming  efforts  in  the  common  cause.     Besides  this. 
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it  will  reqpire  a  considerable  revenue  to  provide  the 
sinking  fund  for  our  public  debt.  As  I  consider 
national  credit  to  be  an  oi^ect  of  the  greatest  magni- 
tude and  importance,  so  I  think  it  necessary  to  bend 
every  possible  effort  to  the  establishment  and  support 
of  it.  Provision  for  our  debts  is,  therefore,  the  first 
object,  and  therefore  must  take  place  of  every  other' 
demand. 

Whatever  may  be  the  wealth  of  the  inhabitants  of 
America,  and  however  capable  they  may  be  of  bearings 
heavy  taxes,  this  at  least  is  certain,  that  they  have 
neither  been  accustomed  to  them,  nor  have  the  Legis- 
latures hitherto  adopted  the  proper  modes  of  laying 
and  levying  them  with  convenience  to  the  people. 
Taxation  requires  time  in  ^11  governments,  and  is  to 
be  perfected  only  by  long  experience  in  any  country. 
America,  divided  as  it  is  into  a  variety  of  free  States, 
possessing  sovereign  power  for  all  domestic  purposes, 
cannot  therefore  be  suddenly  brpught  to  pay  all  which 
might  be  spared  from  the  wealth  of  her  citizens.  The 
amount  even  of  that  wealth  is  very  disputable.  Our 
extensive  forests,  though  they  are  valuable  as  property, 
are  by  no  means  productive  to  the  revenue ;  and  many 
of  o^i^^ople  have  endured  such  losses,  that  they  re- 
q^r<5  Alleviation,  instead  of  being  able  to  bear  burdens. 
Besides  this,  the  use  of  many  articles,  not  strictly  ne- 
cessary, are  become  so  even  by  that  use,  and  there- 
fore, the  mode  of  living  being  habitually  more  expen- 
sive than  in  other  countries,  requires  greater  wealth. 
A  good  Prrnce  would  not  suddenly  render  the  lot  of 
his  subjects  worse.  How  then  are  we  to  expect  that 
the  people  themselves  will  do  so  ? 
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But  supposing  our  (axes  could  equal  the  demand  for 
revenue,  anailier  circumstance  remains.  The  paper 
money,  which  has  been  einiued  lays  in  our  way  to  re- 
formation, and  we  feel  it  at  every  step.  It  has  been 
issued,  and  ihe  people  will  with  prcprieiy  refuse  to  pay 
taxes,  if  it  be  totally  refused.  Much,  therefore,  of  the 
revenue  must  be  in  paper,  while  that  paper  exists.  ]f  it 
be  re-is3ued  sfler  it  has  been  raised  in  tases,  (he  mischief 
attendant  on  a  depreciating  medium  will  still  coDliDue. 
A  large  nominal  revenue  may  indeed  be  collected,  but 
that  revenue  will  be  nominal.  The  specie  in  the  country 
also  will  be  continually  secluded  from  circulation,  and  by 
that  means,  not  only  the  sources  of  revenue  will  be  dried 
up,  but  even  (he  bills  of  exchange,  which  may  be  drawn 
on  Europe,  will  not  find  a  proper  markel  at  their  value. 

I  might  add  a  number  of  reasons  to  show  (he  necessity 
of  destroying  this  paper  money  ;  but  your  residence  here 
has  enabled  you  (o  see  this  subject  (o  (he  bottom,  and  I 
have  found  in  conversation  your  ideas  so  clear,  thai  I  will 
not  attempt  to  demonstrnle  what  you  cannot  but  perceive 
at  a  single  glance.  But  how  is  it  to  be  done  ?  If  a  recur- 
rence be  again  had  to  the  detestable  expedient  of  force, 
our  credit  is  ruined.  Prudence,  therefore,  forbids  any 
such  allempi ;  besides,  it  is  so  dishonest,  (hat  I  will  never 
have  any  concern  in  il.  There  is  then  uo  other  means, 
but  to  receive  the  (axes  in  paper,  and  to  destroy  a  part,  at 
least,  if  not  the  whole. 

This  method  of  proceeding  will  lay  a  proper  foundation 
for  establishing  public  credit,  and  when  thai  is  established, 
we  well  know  what  good  consequences  may  be  drawn. 
Bui,  in  ihe  interim,  it  is  evident  that  the  revenue,  even  if 
otherwise  equal  lo  our  wanls,  must  be  deficient.     I,  there- 
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fore,  am  bound  to  declare  to  you  my  conviction,  that  we 
must  have  aid  from  abroad.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  the 
place  from  which  that  aid  is  to  be  expected. 

It  is  very  painful  to  ask  assistance  in  any  case,  espe- 
cially in  a  situation  like  ours,  where  the  object  of  the  war  is 
to  secure  what  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us.  But 
having  candidly  explained  our  situation,  and  shown  the 
impracticability  of  doing  all  which  I  wish,  there  is  a 
greater  propriety  in  stating  to  a  gentleman,  who  knows 
those  wishes,  the  ideas  which  arise  from  the  nature  of  that 
connexk>n  which  subsists  between  the  two  nations. 

The  war  in  America  must  of  necessity  prove  fatal  to 
Great  Britain,  if  it  continues ;  because  it  is  carried  on  by 
her  at  an  expense  so  disproportionate,  to  that  which  is 
borne  by  France,  that  the  greater  effort  niu^t  exhaust  every 
fund  she  can  possibly  draw  forth,  and  inextricably  involve 
her  in  eternal  debt.  If  tlien  the  object  of  the  war  were 
in  itself  indifierent  to  France,  the  mere  continuance  of  it 
would  alone  be  a  valuable  object  to  her,  and  indeed,  io  every 
other  power,  particularly  to  those  who  are  in  any  degree 
maritime,  as  they  are  most  exposed  to  British  encroach- 
ment and  rapacity.  But  when  we  consider  that  the  object 
of  the  war  is  of  the  last  consequence  to  the  commerce  of 
bis  Majesty's  dominions,  and  especially  so  to  his  marine ; 
^nd  when  we  further  consider,  that  his  honor  stands  pledged 

I 

for  our  support,  to  doubt  of  hi|5  further  assistance  would 
imply  a  reflection  both  on  his  wisdom  and  integrity.  I 
hope.  Sir,  you  will  believe  me  to  be  incapable  of  casting 
such  reflections. 

Let  me  further  take  the  liberty  to  observe,  that  I  would' 
by  no  means  detract  from  the  generosity  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  yet  the  moneys,  which  he  may  be  dis- 
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posed  lo  advance  to  the  United  Slates,  ore  neither  lost 
nor  thrown  away.  The  subjects  of  Franco  will  for  ages 
Bive  benefits  from  a  commercial  connexion  with  this 
country,  and  I  hope  their  Sovereign  will  always  find  here 
a  warm  friend  and  a  faithfid  ally,  siiould  any  of  those 
chaDges,  to  which  human  'aSairs  are  subjected,  induce  him 
(o  ask  that  aid,  which  he  now  bestows. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  ihc  honor  to  be,  &«. 
ROBERT  MORRIS.* 


•Abeemfier  3d.  Thia  day,  on  tho  invitation  of  the  Mio 
France,  I  attended  at  the  Romiah  Chaich  at  a  Te  Deum,  aung  on 
bcconnl  of  the  captare  of  Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  army.  Soaa 
■ftar  anired  the  oolora  taken  by  General  W»shington  with  that 
ttny,  nhieh  were  brought  by  Colonel  Hnmphieya  to  Cheater, 
there  met  by  Colonel  Tilghman,  and  tlience  condacted  hither  by 
thoae  two  Aid-de-Cainps  of  the  General.  The  city  troop  of  light 
horBO  went  out  to  meet  Ihem,  and  becEune  the  Btandard  hearera,  and 
twentyfour  gentleTDen,  priTstea  in  that  corpa,  carried  each  of  them 
<me  of  the  colora  dieplayed,  Tlie  American  and  French  flags  pre- 
ceding the  captured  tropliiea,  wlilch  were  condacled  down  Market 
■lieet  t«  the  Coffee  House,  thence  down  Front  to  Chestnut  street, 
and  op  that  atreet  to  the  Slate  Houae,  where  they  were  presented 
to  CongresB,  who  were  sitting  ;  and  many  of  the  membera  tell  me, 
that  instead  of  vie  wing  thia  traaaaction  as  a  mere  matter  of  joyfol 
ceremony,  which  they  eipeclad  lo  do,  they  instantly  felt  themaelres 
iropresBed  with  ideas  of  the  most  solemn  nature.  It  brought  to 
their  minds  the  distresaes  our  country  bas  been  eipoacd  to,  the 
ecUnKea  we  have  repeatedly  suffered,  the  perilous  situation,  which 
otu  affairs  have  almost  always  been  in ;  and  they  could  uol  but 
rteoUcct  the  threats  of  Lord  North,  that  he  would  bring  America 
to  hia  feet  on  onconditional  terms  of  submitaion.     IHary. 
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TO   THE   PBE8IDENT   OF   CONGRESS.  .    ^ 

Office  of  Finance.  November  9th,  1781. 

Sir, 

Copies  of  the  Act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, of  the  2d  instant,  have  been  sent  to  me,  and  were 
yesterday  received.  It  would  have  given  me  pleasure  to 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  my  sentiments  be- 
fore those  acts  were  passed ;  but  it  becomes  necessary  to 
take  the  liberty  of  doing  it  now.  I,  therefore,  do  myself 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  written  on  the  28th  day  of 
August  last,  which  was  not  transmitted  before,  because 
Congress  were  so  much  engaged,  that,  as  well  from  that 
as  from  other  circumstances,  those  matters,  which  it  re- 
lates to,  could  tiot  properly  be  brought  before  them.  In 
the  beginning  of  that  letter,  the  reference  made  to  me  on 
the  23d  of  August,  of  two  letters  from  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  of  a  report  upon  them,  is  mefntioned. 
On  the  12th  of  September  following,  I  received  the  resolu- 
tions of  that  State,  which  were  referred  on  the  10th ;  and 
I  have  now  to  observe,  that  my  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
ject of  those  resolutions  are  fully  contained  in  the  letter. 

I  should  have  sent  in  that  letter,  notwithstanding  my 
reasons  to  the  contrary,  if  I  had  conceived  that  any  of  the 
subjects  it  relates  to  had  been  m  agitation  befoi#  the 
United  States.  And,  although  Congress  have  not  taken 
up  all  the  matters  mentioned  in  it,  there  is  some  propriety 
in  sending  it  as  it  was  written,  because  such  objects  are 
better  understood  when  viewed  in  their  connexion  with 
each  other,  than  when  separately  considered. 

I  shall  say  nothing  as  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  re- 
quired, because  I  have  not  seen  the  estimates.     Congress 
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have  certainty  considered  ihe  supplies  necessary,  and  the 
abilities  of  their  constituents.  Immediately  after  the  ap- 
portioninems,  I  find  the  following  clause,  "that  llie  said 
sums,  when  paid,  shall  be  credited  to  the  accounts  of  the 
several  States  on  interest,  to  be  hereafter  adjusted." 
I  hope  that  I  shall  b«  pardoned  for  observing,  that  I 
cannot  see  the  necessity  of  this  provision,  and  that  ill 
consequences  will  probably  result  from  it.  As  to  the 
necessity,  I  will  suppose  that  the  proportion  of  any 
Stale  were  rated  so  high  as  greatly  to  exceed  its  means 
of  payment,  or  materially  to  distress  the  people,  surely 
Congress  might  a£ford  redress  in  the  next  apportion- 
nient  by  relaxing  the  demands  on  such  State  and 
dividing  the  deficiency  among  others.  Nor  is  it  of 
any  consequence  whether  the  disproportion  arises  from 
error  in  laying  the  quotas,  or  from  a  subsequent 
change  of  circumstances.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
clause  appears  unnecessary.  The  idea  of  leaving  the 
adjustment  of  accounts  to  a  future  day  will  discourage 
the  efforts  of  every  Slate  in  the  Union.  Mbey  will 
consider  it  as  determining,  in  other  words,  that  the 
accounts  shall  never  be  settled  at  all  j  or  rather,  they 
.  have  already  formed  that  opinion.  This  has  produced 
discontent,  and  given  rise  to  complaint.  The  disputes 
which  must  follow  cannot  but  be  pernicious.  Nor  are 
these  the  only  ill  consequences  of  that  provision.  I 
hope  that  Congress  will  pardon  me,  when  1  state  the 
sentiments,  which  may  arise  in  the  minds  of'  others, 
although  they  have  no  place  in  my  own.  Postponing 
a  final  adjustment  may  cast  an  air  of  doubt,  or  even 
timidity,  on  the  proceedings  of  the  United  States.  It 
may  be  construed  into  an  appearance  of  leading  iadi- 
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vidual  States  unwarily  into  efforts  beyond  their  pro-' 
portion,  or  their  streqgth.  It  may, be  imagined  that 
there  is  some  want  of  that  firmness  and  decision,  which 
ought  to  be  the  constant  companions  of  sovereign 
authority.  It  gives  me  pain  to  hazard  a  difference  in 
opinion  with  Congress,  and,  ^^erefore,  I  quit  the 
subject.      ''•    . 

The  next  article  in  the  Act  of  the  second  instant 
declares,  '^that  certificates,  which  may  be  given  by  tlfe 
Quarter  Master  General,  or  other  officers  properly  au- 
thorised to  give  them  for  supplies,  that  shall  hereafter 
be  furni^ed,  shall  be  accepted  in  p^ment."  This 
provision  may,  in  some  instances  be  necessary,  in 
some  improper,  but  in  all  it  must  be  dangerous.  I 
shall  noi  ^well  on  the  consequences  of  giving  these 
certificates;  but  I  will  suggest  one  idea,  which  will, 
perhaps,  merit  attention.  That'  article  is. an  act  of 
sovereign  authority,  and  therefore  while  it  exists 
'doubts  may  arise  how  far  the  issuing  of  such  certifi- 
cates ca^Miy  restrained.  If  the  Quarter  Master  and 
others  wTfl  give  certificates,  and  the  States  will  receive 
them  and  tender  them  to  me,  I  must,  according  to  this 
act,  accept  them  in  payment ;  but  those  who  contract 
for  supplies  to  the  public,  certainly  will  not  take  them 
from  me.  .If,  on  the  other  hand,  that  article  be  not 
inserted,  the  general  authorities  given  to  me  by  Con- 
gress are  equal  to  all  the  necessary  regulations  in  exe- 
cuting their  commands.  I  might,  for  instance,  appoint 
a  trusty  person  to  give  certificates  in  extraordinary 
cases.  I  should  then  know  the  amount  of  such  certi- 
ficates, and  I  could  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
wj^h  relation  to  them. 
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My  aenliments  on  the  next  article  are  so  fully  ex- 
pressed in  the  enclosed  letter,  that  I  will  not  trouble 
Congress  with  the  repetition.  I  shall  only  observe, 
that  daily  observation  and  information  confirm  my 
fears,  that  frauds  have  been  practised  in  giving  those 
certificates,  and  I  must  be  of  opinion,  that  a  general 
permission  to  receive  them  in  taxes  will  be  very  inju- 
rious, not  only  to  the  public  revenue,  but  to  the  repu- 
tation of  our  measures.  I  am  apprehensive  that  many 
honest  men  through  the  United  States,  who  know  the 
frauds  committed  in  their  neighborhoods,  will  imagine 
that  sufficient  attention  is  not  paid  to  the  detection  of 
villany,  and  that  idea  will  disincline  them  very  much 
fron^  the  payment  of  taxes,  because  nothing  induces 
men  to  part  with  their  money  so  cheerfully,  as  the 
belief  that  it  will  he  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  granted,  wilh  economy  and  integrity. 

What  I  have  written  on  the  subject  of  a  final  appor- 
tionment may  appear  to  have  proceeded  from  a  want 
of  attention  to  that  article  of  the  confederation,  which 
points  out  the  manner  of  defraying  public  expenses. 
But  this  is  not  the  case.  The  article  in  question  re- 
lates merely  to  those  circumstances,  which  shall  arise 
after  the  completion  of  it,  and  makes  no  provision 
whatever  for  past  expenses.  The  several  requisitions 
of  Congress  do  indeed  refer  to  a  future  settlement, 
according  to  the  mode  expressed  in  ihe  confederation; 
but  the  confederation  itself  must  receive  a  liberal  aod 
equitable  construction;  much  more  so  those  resolu- 
tions which  refer  to  it.  If  this  he  not  the  case,  it 
would  he  madness  to  expect  obedience  from  free 
agents  independent  of  each  other,  which   is  the  situa- 
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tion  of  the  several  States.  If,  then,  the  article  be 
considered  and  weighed,  even  98  to  the  quota  of  the 
current  year,  where  certainly  it  applies  with  greater 
'  force,  than  to  any  past  transaction,  we  shall  find  that 
it  presupposes  the  following  things ;  first,  a  certain 
mode  of  determining  the  value  of  lands,  &c.,  or,  in 
other  wdrds,  the  value  of  each  respective  State  ;  sec- 
ondly, that  this  mode  should  not  be  permanent  but 
variable,  and  framed  from  time  to  time,  according  to 
the  then  existing  state  of  things ;  thirdly,  that  it 
should  be  founded  in  liberal  principles  of  justice;  no. 
other  mode  being  presumable  from  those  who  are  to 
adopt  it ;  fourthly,  that  the  value  being  thus  equita- 
bly determined,  the  expenses  of  the  current  year 
should  be  estimated  according  to  the  best  lights,  which 
could  be  obtained ;  and  fifthly,  that  this  expense 
should  be  apportioned  according  to  that  valuation. 

If  these  ideas  be  just,  and  I  think  that  an  inspection 
of  the  article  itself  will  show  them  to  be  so,  then  it 
will  follow,  that  a  valuation  made  for  one  yegr  cannot 
properly  apply  to  any  preceding  or  subsequent  year ; 
more  especially,  if  any  considerable  change  take  place 
in  the  respective  circumstances  of  the  several  States. 
Let  us,  for  instance,  suppose,  that  in  the  year  1776, 
five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  State  A  were  worth 
one  thousand  pounds;  that  in  the  year  1777,  they 
were  worth  five  hundred  pounds ;  and  in  the  year 
1778,  one  hundred  pounds  ;  while,  during  the  whole 
period,  five  hundred  acres  in  the  State  B  were  worth 
five  hundred  pounds.  Let  us  suppose  the  States  A 
and  B  to  have  been  of  the  same  extent,  and  that  thirty 
pounds  were  to  have  been  paid  annually  by  those  States 
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according  to  Ihe  apportionment  of  ihe  confederation, 
they  would  then  have  been  charged  as  follows ;  in 
1776,  the  State  A  twenty  pounds,  and  B  ten  pounds  ; 
in  1777,  A  fifteen  pounds,  and  B  Sfteen  pounds  ;  and 
in  1778  A  five  pounds,  and  B  twentyfive  pounds. 
Thus,  then,  of  three  times  thirty  or  ninety  pounds,  A 
would  be  chargeable  with  twenty,  fifteen,  and  five, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  forty  pounds ;  and  B  with 
ten,  fifteen,  and  twentyfive,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  fifty  pounds.  The  proportion,  therefore,  between 
them  is  as  four  lo  five  ;  but  the  proportion  arising 
from  their  relative  wealth  in  either  of  those  terms  is 
widely  different.  In  the  first,  it  is  as  two  to  one.  In 
the  second,  as  one  to  one,  and  in  the  third,  as  one  to 
five.  Wherefore,  if  the  whole  ninety  pounds  were  to 
have  been  apportioned  on  the  valuation  of  the  first 
year,  it  would  have  been  to  A  sixty,  and  to  B  thirty. 
On  that  of  the  second  A  fortyBve,  aod.B  fortyfive, 
and  on  the  third  A  fifteen,  and  B  seventyfive. 

If  ihis  conclusion  be  fairly  drawn,  then  a  question  will 
arise  on  this  point.  Suppose  no  mode  of  valuation  adopted, 
how  are  the  quotas  to  be  ascertained  ?  In  answer  to  this 
question,  I  stale  die  following  positions ;  first,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  confederation  was  to  make  an  equitable  appor- 
tionment ;  secondly,  that  Congress  will  always,  when  ihey 
direct  a  valuation,  do  it  in  an  equitable  mode  ;  and  thirdly, 
that  a  valuation  is,  at  present,  impracticable,  much  less  a 
valualion  for  times  paiit.  These  ihings  admitted,  and  the 
necessity  of  an  apportionment  being  also  admhted,  (he 
question  answers  itself;  for  no  other  mode  will  remain,  but 
by  resorting  lo  such  lights  as  Congress  may  have  on  ihe 
subject,  and  that  they  determine  as  equitably  as  they  can, 
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according  to  those  lights,  which  is  the  very  thing  I  have 
already  proposed. 

I  shall  trespass  no  longer  on  your  Excellency's  patience, 
than  to  mention,  that  I  have  detained  the  copies  of  those 
acts,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress.  But  if  they  dis- 
approve of  it,  I  shall  immediately  transmit  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

TO   M.   D£    LA  LUZERNE. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  6th,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with'  your  Excellency's  answer  of 
the  4th  to  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant.  I  am  sure  we  can- 
not differ  in  opinion.  It  is  impossible,  that  I  can  doubt  the 
wisdom  or  integrity  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  or  that 
you  can  doubt  his  desire  of  giving  further  assistance  to  the 
*  United  States.  As  to  the  mode  in  which  that  can  be  done, 
his  Majesty's  convenience,  and  the  situation  of  affairs  will 
best  determine  it.  1  wish  to  receive  pecuniary  aid,  and 
when  I  consider  the  importance,  I  am  led  to  expect  it. 
You  have  doubts  on  that  subject ;  but  the  success  which 
has  followed  from  the  grants  already  made,  will  show  so 
clearly  the  utility,  that  you,  who  see  the  good  effects,  and 
who  are  so  zealously  attached  to  the  common  cause,  will 
concur  with  me  in  your  efforts  also.  The  regard  you  have 
expressed  for  the  United  States,  and  which,  I  am  sure  you 
feel,  gives  me  the  highest  reason  to  expect  your  good  o$- 
ces  on  all  occasions,  which  may  relate  to  their  welfare,  and 
particularly  those  in  the  line  of  my  department,  where  you 
are  fully  sensible  assistance  k  most  necessary. 

With  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  fee. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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Sir, 


Office  of  finance,  November  15th, 1731. 


I  have  Ihe  pleasure  lo  observe  lo  your  Excellency,  that 
1  have  discharged  a  bill  drawn  on  me  by  M.  Bauliiy,  in 
favor  of  M.  Roquebrune,  for  eighty  thousand  livres,  being 
in  part  payment  of  the  one  humired  and  forty  thousand 
livres,  which  you  were  so  kind  as  to  advance,  and  for 
which  I  beg  leave  again  to  express  iny  grateful  sense  of 
obligation.  The  remaining  sum  of  sixiyfour  thousand 
livres,  1  hold  at  your  order,  and  had  determined  to  remit 
it ;  but  baring  accidentally  mentioned  the  matter  to  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  he  observed  lo  ine,  that  in  all 
probability,  you  would  want  money  rather  in  Philadelphia 
lhan'>Virginia,  because  of  the  necessary  expense,  which 
would  arise  in  transporting  stores  igom  Boston.  Upon  this 
principle,  I  deferred  sending  forward,  until  1  should  hear 
from  your  Excellency  on  the  subject.  M.  de  la  Luzerne 
has  also  promised  me  to  mention  it  in  his  letters  to  you. 

Before  1  conclude  ibis  letter,  I  must  trespass  one  short 
moment  on  your  patience,  to  express  my  congratulations 
on  the  important  and  splendid  success,  which  has  crowned 
the  allied  arms  before  Yorktown.  My  voice,  Sir,  cannot 
add  to  that  glory,  which  the  public  sentiment  has  most  de- 
servedly conferred ;  but  you  will  permit  me  to  assure  you 
of  the  high  gratification  it  gives  my  mind,  that  you  ere  so 
much  (he  object  of  gratitude,  applause  and  esteem,  through' 
out  tlie  United  States. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 


&c. 


ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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CIRCULAR   TO   THE    GOVERNORS   OF   THE   STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  17th,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  acts  of  Congress  of  the  30th 
of  October,  and  2d  instant,  which  were  handed  to  me  on 
the  4th ;  but  upon  a  perusal  of  them,  it  appeared  that 
some  things  had  escaped  the  attention  of  Congress;  where- 
fore, on  ihe  5th  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to.  them  a  letter 
on  the  subject. 

In  this  letter  I  took  the  liberty  to  state  some  objections 
to  the  three  clauses  in  the  Act  of  ihe  2d,  which  follow 
immediately  after  the  apportionment.  I  shall  not  here 
repeat  those  objections.  They  lay  before  the  Ua||ted 
States  in  Congress,  and  will  receive  such  mature  consid- 
eration, as  is  becoming  |he  wisdom  of  that  sovereign  (x>dy. 
I  will  not  however  hesitate  to  declare  to  your  Excellency, 
that  it  was  my  wish  to  have  those  three  clauses  repealed. 

On  the  12th,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
passed  the  net,  of  which  a  copy  is  also  enclosed,  and  by 
which  your  Excellency  will  perceive,  that  one  of  those 
clauses  is  repealed.  I  received  this  Act  on  the  30th,  and  I 
have  waited  until  this  day  the  further  order  of  Congress ; 
but  there  being  now  but  a  thin  representation,  so  that  busi- 
ness cannot  be  done  with  the  same  despatch  as  when  more 
States  are  present,  and  these  Acts  being  of  great  impor- 
tance, 1  have  thought  it  best  immediately  to  forward  them. 
To  press  a  compliance  is  I  trust  unnecessary.  The  r^pect 
due  to  the  representation  of  America  will  speak  more  loudly 
and  more  efiectually,  than  the  weak  voice  of  any  individual 
servant  they  may  have  employed.  I  shall  make  but  one 
G||Mervation.    The  present  requisition  is  very  moderate ; 
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the  compliance,  iljerefore,  must  be  very  punclual,  for  de- 
lays are  equally  dangerous  and  expensive,  ^nd  if  lliey 
slioiild  bnppen,  llie  people  must  be  burdened  willi  new 
taxes  iinn^cessarjiy. 

Wilh  great  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


aXOHGC   WASHINGTON   TO   I 

Mount  Vernon,  November  lOlh,  1791. 
Dear  Sir, 

1  have  to  inrorm  yoii,  that  n  v'ery  considerable  debt  1ms 
been  incurred  on  yon  as  Finuiicier  of  ibe  Ujiited  Siaies, 
by  an  order  for  llie  relief  of  llie  offieers  of  the  army  from 
(he  goods  found  in  Yorktown;  each  officer,  miiiiary  and 
staff,  having  been  aiilii6rii.ed  10  take  up  on  public  account, 
the  sum  of  tweniy  pounds  Virginia  currency  ;  for  wliich 
Mr  Ross,  commernial  agent  of  this  Stale,  is  answerable 
10  tbe  merchanis,  payable  in  tobacco ;  Mr  Ross  receiving 
the  amount  in  bills  upon  you  to  be  paid  in  sin  months  from 
the  time  of  the  goods  being  taken.  The  returns  not  being 
banded  in,  I  am  unable  to  give  you  the  amount  with  any 
precision  ;  your  own  calculations  will  affotd  you  the  sura 
wilh  a  degree  of  certainly. 

A  quantity  of  goods  found  on  board  a  cartel  in  Yoik 
river,  and  which  have  been  judged  to  be  forfeit,  were  part 
suitable  for  the  army,  and  pan  for  the  country ;  the  iaiier, 
which  ivill  amount  to  a  considerable  sum,  are  to  be  sold 
at  public  vendue,  and  accounted  for. 

Knowing  the  state  nl  your  finances,  I  have  studied  to 
keep  this  debt  within  its  most  moderale  bound?,  but  in 
spite  of  all  my  endeavors,  I  fear  you  will  find  it  but  too 
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large.  I  hoped  to  have  gi^en  you  some  assistance  from 
the  military  chest  found  with  the  enemy,  but  unavoidable 
contingencies  of  the  army,  and  furnishing  the  Quarter 
Master  General  for  the  southern  army,  have  swallowed 
up  near  one  half  of  its  contenti».  A  number  of  it'oh  can- 
non, being  unnecessary  for  our  use,  I  have  appropriated 
as  a  fund  for  the  discharge  of  the  debt  incurred,  and  they 
are  sent  to  the  bead  of  the  Elk ;  this  with  the  other  funds 
may  possibly  amoutit  to  a  full  discharge  of  the  debt. 
.    I  am,  &c. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

• 

P.  5.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  am  informed  by 
General  Lincoln,  who  is  come  up  since  I  left  Yorktown, 
that  the  whole  amount  of  the  goods  taken  by  the  officers 
and  on  public  acpount,  will  arise  to  about  thirteen  thou-, 
sand  pounds  sterling,  and  that  the  articles  sold  in  York- 
town,  at  public  vendue,  will  be  near  six  thousand  pounds. 

G.  W. 

TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  20th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
the  7th  instant,  and  am  much  obliged  by  the  attention 
you  have  been  pleased  to  pay  to  the  several  applications 
from  me,  which  are  noticed  in  it. 

I  shall  be  v^y  happy   to  receive  tlte  several  accounts 
you  have  promised,  because  the  final  settlement  of  all  ac- 
counts appears  to  me  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  I  hope  ' 
such  measures  will  4)e  taken,  as  founded  in  justice  and 
propriety  will  meet  your  wishes,  and  be  agreeable  to  th  e 
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State,  over  which  you  so  worthily  preside.  I  hope  that  in 
future,  there  wi!t  be  no  accounts  between  the  States  and 
the  United  States,  except  cash  accounts,  one  side  of 
which  will  consist  of  the  requisitions,  and  the  other  with 
the  payment  of  them,  ,  The  old  Continental,  which  is 
brought  in,  will,  I  hope,  be  forwarded  hither,,  with  its  pro- 
portionate part  of  the  new,  and  indeed  of  the  whole,  both 
new  and  old,  as  soon  as  possible.  Both  shall  be  carried 
to  the  credit  of  the  Slate. 

As  to  what  yoti  mention  of  trie  lax  in  specie,  1  have  to 
observe,  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  practice  here- 
tofore, I  hope  that  the  moneys  designed  for  the  general 
service  will  be  paid  into  t!ie  Continental  Treasury,  and 
that  the  army  will  be  paid  from  thence.  This  I  conceive 
to  be  the  only  mode,  by  which  heart-burnings,  murmurs, 
and  complaints  can  be  avoided,  and,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
the  only  mode,  by  which  the  moneys  obtained  from  tha 
people  can  be  applied  with  eflect  and  economy. 

To  feed,  clothe,  and  pay  the  army,  form  a  part  of  ihe 
objects  of  my  administration.  Clothing  I  have  received. 
Rations  I  have  contracted  for  in  some  degree,  and  1  shall 
extend  those  contracts.  Pay  will  afso  be  advanced,  when 
the  treasury  will  admit  of  it,  J  am,  therefore,  to  request 
that  the  hard  money  collected,  and  collecting  in  your  Slate 
may  be  held  subject  to  my  drafts.  I  expect  that  the 
States  will  all  levy  taxes  sufBcient  for  those  things  1  have 
just  mentioned,  and  for  the  other  npcessary  expenses. 
The  money  which  is  submitted  to  ray  disposal  shall  be 
failhrully  applied. 

That  the  requisitions  from  Congress  have  been  later 
thaa  was  to  have  been  wished,  is  indeed  to  be  lamented. 
■  That  body  have  so  many  objects,  which  call  on  their  at- 
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tention,  that  they  cannot  always  do  what  they  wouIcT  wish. 
Besides  this,  the  uncertain  situation  of  our  money  has  hith- 
erto greatly  increasedjlhe  difficulties,  which  Congress  have 
Jabored  under,  and  you  will  permit  me  to  observe.  Sir, 

tlfet  those  difficulties  are  not  a  little  to  be  attributed  to  the 

* 

inatte«tibn  of  the  several  States.  But  your  Excellency 
will,  I  am  sure,  agree  with  me,  that  our  situation  requires 
joint  vigorous  exertions,  and  not  unavailing  complaints  and 
recriminations. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


REPORT    OF   A   LETTER   TO  DON  BERNARDO  DE  GALVEZy 
MADE    TO    CONGRESS,    NOVEMBER   21ST,    1781. 

The  Superintendent  of  Finance,  in  pursuance  of  the 
order  of  the  7th  instant,  prays  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing draft  of  a  letter  to  General  Galvez.  ^    ' 

Sir, 

Your  letter,  dated  at  N^w  Orleans  the  22d  of  July, 
17S0,  has  been  received,  and  was  laid  before  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  rn  Congress  assembled  on  the 
29th  of  September  following.  The  committee  to 
whom  that  letter  was  referred,  did  not  make  any  re- 
mittances in  consequence  of  it,  nor  write  you  an 
answer,  because  jhe  dangers  $ittending  a  communica- 
tion with  you  at  that  tim^  were  too  great,  occasioned 
by  the  many  ships  of  war,  with  which  the  enemy  then 
infested  our  coast. 

I  am  now,  Sir,  directed  by  the  United  States  to 
express  to  you  the  grateful   sense  they  entertain  of 
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■  your  early  efforts  in  their  favor.  Those  generous 
efforts  gave  them  so  favorable  an  impression  of  your 
character,  and  that  of  jour  nation,  that  they  have  not 
ceased  to  respect  you,  and  to  wish  for  an  intimate  con- 
nexion with  your  country.  Conceiving  it  to  be  for 
the  mutual  interest  of  Spain  and  North  America,  they 
have  an  earnest  wish,  that  as  the  cause  is  one,  and  the 
enemy  one,  so  the  operations  against  him  may  be  con- 
tinued in  such  manner,  as  to  answer  the  great  pur- 
poses, which  all  have  in  view.  The  late  successes, 
which  have  crowned  the  combined  arms  of  France  and 
America  in  Virginia,  while  they  demonstrate  the 
beneSts  which  flow  from  a  union  of  efforts,  will  at  the 
same  time,  lead  lo  wholesoA  reflections  on  the  man- 
ner in  which  that  union  lias  been  cemented.  The 
French  and  American  soldier  marching  under  the  same 
banners,  enduring  the  same  fatigues,  bearing  the  same 
dangers,  and  bleeding  in  the  same  field  together, 
express  in  the  language  of  their  different  nations  the 
commo.i  sentiment  of  fraternal  affection.  Let  me  con- 
gratulate you  very  much  on  this  success,  and  still  more 
on  the  sentiment,  by  which,  under  Providence,  it  has' 
been  secured. 

With  respect  to  the  advance  made  by  your  Excel- 
lency, I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  two  reso- 
iiftions  of  Congress,  one  of  the  6lh  of  February  last, 
and  the  other  of  the  71h  instant,  by  which  you  will 
perceive,  that  the  public  accounts  with  Mr  Pollock  are 
settled,  and  a  considerable  balance  carried  lo  his  credit.  ■ 
In  these  accounts  is  included  a  part  of  your  advance, 
and  the  remainder  of  it  is  contained  in  Mr  Pollock's 
account  with   the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia.     This 
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latter  account  has  been  referred  to  the  coosideratioD  of 
that  Commonwealth,  and  I  trust  the  debt  to  Mr  Pol- 
lock will  be  a<ikbowledged  bf  them.  That  which  is 
due  from  the  United  States  to  Mr  Polioek  is  now  oa 
interest  at  six  per  cent,  and  if  you  wish  that  the  sums 
which  he  has  appropriated  to  the  service  of  the  United 
States  out  of  those  advanced  by  your  Excellency 
should  be  credited  to  you,  ofi  transmitting  an  assign- 
ment thereof  from  Mr  Pollock,  it  shall  immediately  be 
done,  and  payment  will  be  made  both  of  the  principal 
and  interest,  as  soon  as  the  situation  of  our  finances 
will  admit  of  it,  which,  from  the  present  prospect  of 
things,  may  happen  in  a  shorter  space  of  time,  than  the 
public  creditors  have  bo^  generally  led  to  expect. 
With  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  &c* 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    !(•    DE    LA   LUZERNE. 

Office  of  Finance,  Noyembef  22df  lisi. 

Sir, 
In  conversation 'with  yoqr  Excellency  last  evening, 
you  requested  me  to  write  to  you  on  the  subject  of  it, 
that  you  might  be  fully  posses^d  of  my  sentiments. 
I  have  now,  therefore,  the  honor  to  remind  you,  that 
some  time  in  the  month  of  May  last  you  promised  «ie 
that  I  should  draw  for  half  a  million  of  livres,  and 
shortly  after,  for  a  million  more.  You  afterwards  ex- 
tended this  sum  to  two  millions  and  a  half,  and  on  the 
25ih  of  September  last,  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  subject, 
having  then  seen  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  confer  with  you,  by  which   it  appear^,  that  your 
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engagement  with  me  to  draw  for  the  sums  first  men- 
lioned  formed  one  object  of  that  conference,  but  that 
the  engagement  for  one  million  niore  was  omitted. 

I  have  extended  my  engagements  according  to  the 
extent  of  the  means,  whicii,!  was  induced  to  suppooe 
in  my  power,  and  therefore,  estimating  the  money 
and  supplies  the  Slates  would  probably  furnish,  and 
relying  on  the  money  which  had  arrived,  thai  which  1 
was  authorised  to  draw  for,  and  that  wliich  the  engage- 
ments of  your  Court  had  led  me  to  expect,  my  views 
were  directed  to  all  those  resources.  I  shall  not  dwell 
on  the  consequences  of  my  efforts.  Enough  of  them 
are  known  to  speak  for  themselves,  and  I  leave  to  your 
knowledge  and  observation  the  comparison  of  our  pub- 
lic affairs  now,  with  what  they  were  exactly  six  months 
ago.  I  will  only  say,  that  if  those  foundations,  on  ■ 
which  I  built,  are  removed,  my  past  labors  will  have 
been  thrown  away,  and  my  future  utility  absolutely 
destroyed. 

You  can  well  remember,  Sir,  what  I  have  often  told 
you  of  the  course  of  exchange.  I  have  raised  it  grad- 
ually since  i  first  commenced  my  operations,  and 
although  it  would  now  have  been  higher  than  it  is,  if 
'  the  quantity  of  bills  thrown  on  the  market  last  sum- 
mer had  been  withheld  ;  yet  even  now,  at  fifteen 
pence  this  money  for  a  livre,  it  is  but  ten  per  cent 
below  par  ;  and  as  I  expect  shortly  to  raise  it  to  six- 
teen pence,  it  will  then  be  at  a  discount  of  only  four 
per  cent.  To  sustain  these  operations,  if  for  no  other 
purpose,  it  is  necessary  that  I  continue  to  draw  hills, 
for  certainly  a  remittance  cannot  be  made  so  cheaply 
from   Europe.      But,   indeed,   my  present  demands, 
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arising    on    past   engagements,   are   very   great   and 

urgent,  so  that  if  I  do  not  continue  to  draw,  the  chest 

will  presently  be  empty,  which  will  be  known  as  soon 

as  it  happens,  and  then  I 'am  again  at  the  mercy  of  the 

world.     I  will  dwell  no  longer  upon  this  subject,  but 

'  take  some^notice  of  anotiiei*  matter,  which  stands  in 

intimate  connexion -with  it. 

You  will  remember,  that  you  have  often  mentioned 
to  me  a  mistake  in  the  account,  of  which  you  delivered 
a  copy  to  Congress.  As  I  made  no  doubt,  that  it 
would  be^roperly  and  satisfactorily  explained,  I  have 
hitherto  restrained  myself  from  going  at  all  into  the 
subject.  But  it  nov^  becomes  my  duty  to  write  to  Pr 
Franklin  upon  it ;  and,  therefore,  I  wish  to  communi- 
cate to  you  my  sentiments,  while  I  request  you  to  use 
your  good  offices  with  the  Court  for  having  the  matter 
placed  on  its  proper  footing. 

The  note  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  of  the  ]  6th  of 
May  last,  shows  very,  clearly  a  grant  of  the  three  following 
sums  ;  four  millions  to  Dr  Franklin  to  discharge  the  bills 
of  exchange  drawn  on  him  by  Congress ;  six  millions  as 
a  gift  towards  the  operations  of  the  campaign;  and  ten 
millions  in  advance  of  the  loan  to  be  opened  in  Holland, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  twenty  millions.  The  first  sum 
of  four  millions,  appears  evidently  to  have  been  for  pay- 
ment of  the  bills  drawn  to  discharge  the  interest  of  k>an 
office  certificates,  according  to  the  original  engagement, 
which  the  Court  entered  into  with  the  American  Commis- 
sioners. Of  the  money  granted  by  the  Court,  there  has 
been  advanced,  as  appears  byxthe  account  you  delivered 
to  the  committee,  in  warlike  stores  and  money,  to  Colonel 
Laurens,    four   millions   seven   hundred  and    eightynine 
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thousand  one  hundred  and  nine  Jivres ;  and  to  puFchas? 
the  remainder  of  the  articles  demanded  by  him,  three  hun- 

,  dred  and  ninetyseven  thousand  Jivres.  For  the  bills  of 
exchange  drawn  by  Congress  on  their  Minister,  I  wiU 
suppose  the  sum  mentioned  iu  the  Count  de  Vergf  nnes' 
note,  viz.  four  millions,  and  I  vvill  add  for  my  drafts  one 
million  and  a  half,  being  what,  as  1  have  already  observed, 
you  first  promised.  Thus  the  whole  amount  of  these 
sums  is  ten  millions  six^  hund/ed  and  eightysix.  thousand 
one  hundred  and  nine  livres,  and  the  balance,  which  I 
conceive  to  be  subject  to  my  disposition,  is  nine  millions 
three  hundred  and  thirteen  Ibousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninetyone  livres.  As  to  repracittg  the  cargo  of  the  Fay- 
ette, which  is  mentioned  in  yowx  account,  I  do  not  take 
notice  of  it,  because  I  wish -that  it  may  not  have  happened, 
and  because  if  it  has  been  made,  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
deduct  it  when  the  articles  ^hall  have  been  actually  deliv- 
ered. The  loss  of  that  ship,  and  the  detention  of  one  of 
the  transports  teden  by  Colonel  Laurens,  have  already 
compelled  me  to  make  heavy  expenditures.  Among  these 
I  will  mention  the  purchase  of  lead  some  time  ago,  and  a 

~  late  purchase  of  clothing  to  a  very  large  amount,  a  part 
of  which  1  am  now  paying  for,  and  the  remainder  is  to  be 
paid  in  three,  six,  and  nine  months  from  the  date  of  my 
engagements. 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  what  I  conceive  to  be  the 
clear  state  of  the  account  between  us  and  your  Court. 
This  will  he  transmitted  to  Dr  Franklin,  and  I  hope  it  will 
meet  with  your  approbation  and  support.  As  I  have 
nearly  drawn  for  twelve  hundred  thousand  livres,  I  must 
request  your  compliance  with  your  original  -engagement, 
that  I  may  extend  my  drafts  so  as  to  include  the  remain- 

VOL.    XII.  4 
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ing  three  bdDclred  thousand,  necessary  to  complete  the  one 
million  and  a  half,  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  account. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed,  Sir,  whether  any  more 
'money  has  been  shipped  on  account  of  the  United  States. 
I  shall  immediately  take  measures  to  draw  on  account  of 
the  balance  already  mentioned,  as  our  necessities  require 
it ;  and  if  in  the  mean  time,  so  much  shall  have  been 
shipped,  as  that  my  bills  exceed  the  balance  due,  I  shall 
expect  that  they  will  be  punotuaily  paid,  and  I  will  readily 
repay  that  excess  out  of  .the  moneys  so  shipped,  tothe  use 
of  your  army  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   M.    DE   LA   LUZERNE. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  26th,  1781. 

.  Sir, 
The  letter,  which  you  did  me  the  hqnor  to  write  on 
the  24th  instant,  was  delivered  yesterday  morning,  and  I 
take  this  early  oppoitunity  to  acknowledge  it.  As  you 
have  assured  me,  that  you  cannot  know  any  account,  which 
is  not  conformable  to  the  instructions  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ter has  addressed  to  you,  T  shall  spare  your  Estcellency 
the  trouble  of  my  remarks.  But  a^  you  say,  that  your 
letter  of  the  26th  of  September  last  could  not  have  left  me 
the  shadow  of  a  hope  on  the  subject  of  further  drafts, 
your  Excellency  will  pardon  one  observation.  Those 
precise  orders  from  your  Court,  received  by  Colonel  Lau- 
rens, which  compel  yoii  now  to  prohibit  my  further  drafts, 
permitted  you  then,  in  consequence  of  the  observations  I 
bad  the  honor  of  making  to  you,  an  extent  of  nearly  three 
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hundred  thousand  livres.  It  is  my  duty  to  trespass  one 
monieQt  longer  on  your  Excellency'si  patience,  while  I 
take  the  liberty  to  observe,  that  I  can  by  no  means  con- 
sider purchases  made  for  any  particular  State  in  the  Union 
as  properly  chargeable  to  the  United  States. 

With  the  most  perfect  estepm  and  respecti  I  ^ave  the 

honor  to  be,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  27th)  1781. 
Sir,      , 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  who  is  about  to  sail « for 
France,  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  this  letter,  and, 
consistently  with  the  acts  of  Congress  of  th&2Sd  instant,  I 
must  request  you  to  communicate  it  to  him,  arid,  from 
time  to  time,  to  take  his  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  the  busi- 
ness, which  I  must  recommend  to  your  particular  attention. 
The  affairs  of  my  departmedt  are  of  a  nature  not  to  re- 
quire concealment  \  but,  even  if  that  were  not  the  case,  I 
have  such  perfect  confidence,  as  well  in  the  prudence  of 
the  Marquis,  as  in  his  attachment  to  this  country,  that 
the  acts  of  Congress  out  of  the  question,  J  should  feel  a 
pleasure  in  making  him  acquainted  with  my  views  and 
wishes.  Indeed,  I  expect  that  his  zeal  and  activity  will  go 
far  in  smoothing  the  way  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
those  objects,  which  your  Excellency  may  have  to  solicit. 

In  order  that  you  may  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
situation  of  our  affairs,  I  shall  previous  to  my  observations 
on  the  supplies  to  be  asked  for  the  next  campaign,  take 
some  notice  of  the  efforts  I  have  made,  and  am  daily  re- 
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iterating,  to  obtain  supplies  from  the  several  States,  tipon 
the  various  requisitions,  which  Congress  have .  already 
made,  and  to  operate  a  settlement  of  past  accounts,  and  ' 
to  procure  proper  funds  for  the  public  debts.  I  shall  also 
make  some  remarks  as  to  the  prospect  of  future  supplies 
in  this  country,  and  on  those  which  hpve  already  been 
granted  by  the  Court  of  France. 

The  papers  enclosed  relate  chiefly  to  the  former  requi- 
sitions of  Congress.  You  will  observe,  Sir,  that  by  an 
act  of  the  28th  of  June  last,  I  was  directed  to  press  a  com- 
pliance with  those  requisitions,  and  it  is  in  consequence 
thereof,  that  my  circular  letter  of  the  6ib  of  July  was  writ- 
ten. The  demands  of  Congress  were  twofold ;  some 
for  specific  supplies  of  the  produce  of  the  several  States, 
the  others  for  money.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe, 
that  the  ma[nner  of  dding  public  business  had  been  such, 
that  it  was  not  merely  difficult,  but  absolutely  impracticable 
to  state  any  accounts  in.  the  clear  satisfactory  m^^nner, 
which  ought  always  to  be  wished,  even  in  private  life,  bat 
which  in  public  life  is  of  the  last  importance.  '  1  do  not 
mention  this  to  cast  any  reflection  or  aspersion ;  for  the 
evil  resulted  more  from  the  want  of  arrangement,  than  the 
faults  of  any  particular  men.  But  it  h  right  to  take  notice 
of  the  circumstance,  because,  in  the  course  of  what  I  am 
about  to  write,  the  want  of  such  accounts  cannot  but  ap- 
pear. I  shall  say  nothing  as  to,  the  ill  eflfects  of  deraianding 
generally  a  contribution  of  specified  articles ;  my  opinions 
on  that  subject  will  appear  from  the  enclosed  papers,  and 
experience  has  taught,  that  such  contributions  are  no 
longer  to  be  relied  on.  At  the  same  tin^e,  I  declare  now, 
that  in  some  degree  it  must  still  take  place,  for  reasons, 
which  will  be  mentioned  at  the  proper  lime. 
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A     h    1         1      m  A  contains  no  slalement  of  the 

I  I  til  of  July  another,  containing 

1  (        I  &    le,  as  extracied  from  the  trea- 

y   Ik)  k  owever,  which   I   knew  to  be 

p    f        f  ece  s    )  to  he   repeateJ.     On 

25  I      I   J  I      1  w  no  1  c    c  rcular  ielier,  and  in 

I  w  II  ent  of  1  e  several  demands  for 

fi        ppl  T  e  constdcrable,  and   I  am  of 

I  J  g  (a     of    I  em  still  remains  lo  be 

]        d        h     d  y     b      there  have  yet  cotne  to  my 
ri  Ij      h    li   to  determine   the   balances, 

d  h  I  ment  of  accounts  in  this  letter, 

d       1  y       n  lice  presently.     You  will  now 
I      1    h  q      t  information  as  lo  the  revenne 

hi        bee    p       d,  ilie  mode  of  colleciing  taxes, 
y  h  es,  the  various   appropriations 

d     1      d  ff  p  per   currencies  in   the  several 

T    J        E       II       V,  it  is  unnecessary  to  observe, 
Ij  b         proper  materials,  on  which  lo 

1  y  I  e  xpeclatioiis,  and  to  form  efficacious  sys- 
tem I  e  d  expenditure,  I  have  ihe  mnrtifica- 
tion  I  ne  o  eiiiion,  that  no  accurate  or  salisfaclory 
answers  have  been  received  lo  these  questions;  and  when 
I  tell  you,  that  I  am  not  much  .deceived  in  my  expecta- 
tions, you  will  readily  form  the  proper  conclusions,  as  lo 
the  relaxed  habit  of  administration  in  this  country.  I  wish 
you  to  be  fully  possessed  of  our  situation,  and  tliat  you 
may  convey  a  clear  idea  of  it  to  the  Court  oL  Versailles. 
This  will  be  useful  to  the' common  cause.  I  trust  tliat  I 
need  not  remind  you  how  advantageous  it  would  be  for  us, 
to  know  as  fully  the  real  siiuation  of  France. 

Tlie  low  state  of  public  credji,  for  dje  want  of  solid 
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funds  to  support  it,  bad  induced  the  United  States  iu  Cod- 
gressy  to  call  for  an  impost  of  five  per  cent  on  all  goods 
imported,  ai)d  pn  all  prizes  and  prize  goods,  to  be  granted 
for  tbe  payment  of  tbe  principal  and  interest  of  the  debts 
contracted,  or  whiqb  migbt  be  contracted,  during  the  pre- 
sent war.  Some  of  the  States  had  complied  with  this  de- 
mand. The  twQ  more  Southern  States  were  in  such  dis- 
order, that  a  compliance  from  them  could  not  reasonably 
be  expected ;  neither  was  it  relied  on,  as  you  doubtless 
have  remarked,  on  reading  the  resolutions  of  the  Sd  o( 
February  upon. that  subj^t,  which  must  have  reached  you 
before  this  day.  On  tbe  27th  of  July,  therefore,  I  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New 
York,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  North  Carolina.  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  States  of  New  York, 
Delaware,  and  North  Carolina,  have  since  complied  with 
the  demand  of  Congress,  and  I  am  convinced  that  they 
will,  in  tbe  laudable  step,  be  speedily  followed  by  the  other 
States.  In  the  mean  time,  we  must  patiently  wait  tbe 
event.  Such  things  require  time,  and  since  we  cannot 
con^mand  obedience,  we  must  stay  for  the  assent  of  con- 
viction. 

.  On  the  6th  of  August,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  President 
of  Congress,  enclosing  tho^e  already  mentioned.  On  this 
letter  it  is  necessary  to  say  nothing  more,  than  that  it  met 
with  the  approbation  of  the  several  members,  who  have,  I 
believe,  written  such  letters  to  their  respective  States  ai^  I 
desired. 

<  My  letter  of  the  15th  of  September,  to  the  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  was,  as  your  Excellency  will  perceive,  al- 
though the  settlement  of  past  accounts  is  mentioned  in  it, 
written  in  answer  to  his  of  the  23d  of  August,  in  which  he 
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tells  me,  that  he  will  lay  the  business  of  the  impost  law 
candidly  before  the  Legislature,  but  thinks  it  will  goheavily 
through*  I  shall  add  nothing  here  to  what  is  said  in  that 
letter. 

.  My  letter  of  the  20th  of  September  to  the  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  written  so  particularly,  in  consequence 
of  the  authorities  they  had  confided  by  their  resolutions. 
I  wrote  to  you  respecting  these  resolutions,  and  my  plans 
founded  on  them,  the  2ist  of  July,  and  I  just  mention  here, 
by  the  way,  that  this  plan  has  not  been  in  any  degree  exe- 
cuted, for  reasons  not  necessary  to  be  at  present  enlarged 
upon.  My  letter  to  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
the  enclosures  referred  to  in  it  as  accounts^ of  which  I  send 
you  copies,  will  need  no  explanation,  unless *it  be  to  men- 
tion that  this  State  had  issued  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  secured  with  interest  on  certain  lands  near  the 
city,  which  is  now  nearly  paid  by  the  sales  of  these  lands, 
and  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  more  not  bearing  inter- 
est, which  was  funded  upon  the  Land  Office,  the  dues  to 
which  were  estimated  at  a  much  larger  sum.  I  have  sent 
this  letter,  as  also  my  private  letter  of  the  16th  of  October, 
to  Governor  Nelson,  merely  that  you  may  be  well  apprized 
of  the  incessant  attention,  which  is  paid  here  to  call  forth 
our  own  resources.  I  ipight  have  added  many  other  let- 
ters to  particular  States  on  particular  occasions,  but  I  dare 
say  you  will  find  this  letter  sufficiently  voluminous. 

Before  I  quit  this  subject  of  the  past  requisition  of  Con- 
gress, I  must  add  that,  notwithstanding  my^  pressing  in- 
stances, very  little  hard  money  has  been  obtained  from 
the  States ;  not  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
.during  my  whole  administration.  There  has,  indeed, 
been  drawn  fprth  some  considerable  specific  supplies  of 


^ '  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

provision,  and  there  is,oii  hand  a  great  deal  of  paper 
money.  From  the  former  our  army  has  been  prin- 
cipally maintained,  and  indeed  there  is  a  small  advance 
made  to  the  Count  ^e  Rochambeau,  which  I  mean  to,  be 
in  part  of  your  promise  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  and 
I  here  repeat  to  you  my  deter miu<4tion  to  comply  with  it  as 
speedily  as  any  convenience  ^ill  possibly  admit. 

As  to  the  paper  money,  it  is  of  no  use,  although  it  is  ne* 
cessary,  for  evident  reasons,  to  receive  it  in  taxes^  But 
the  confidence  of  the  people  is  so  entirely  lost,  tliat  for  the 
present  no  bills  of  credit  whatever  can  be  made  use  of  as 
money «,  I  hope  that  the  taxes  laid  and  collecting  in  most 
of  the  States,  will  bring  in  all  this  useless  load  by  the  mid-^ 
die  of  next  sOmmer  ;  and  I  have  some  expectation,  that 
the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Delaware,  will  be  entirely  rid  of  it  by  the  spring.  If  I 
could  buy.  any  thing  with  it,  I  would  not,  mill  the  last  ne** 
cessity ;  but  it  will  buy  nothing,  so  that  it  must  be  burnt  as 
soon  as  it  lipnestly  can. 

The  picture  I  have  already  given  of'tbis  country  will  not 
be  pleasing  to  you.  Truth  bids  me  addj  that  it  will  admit 
of  a  higher  coloring.  But  what  else  could  be  expected 
from  us  ?  A  revolution,  a  war ;  the  dissolution  of  govern- 
ment, tbp  creating  of  it  anew  ;  cruelty,  rapine,  and  devas- 
tation in  the  midst  of  o^r  very  bowels.  These,  Sir,  are 
circumstances  by  no  means  favorable  to  finance.  The 
wonder,  then  is,  that  we  have  done  so  mucli,  that  we  have 
borne  so  much,  and  the  candid  world  will  add,  that  we 
have  dared  so  rau^b.  I  could  take  up  much  of  your  tinoe 
in  recapitulating  many  less  matters,*  which  have  tended  to 
weaken  the  exertions  we  have  otherwise  been  capable  of. 
The  confused  state  of  puUic  accounts,  and  the  deplorable 
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situaljon  of  credit  for  want  of  funds  to  secure,  or  means  to 
redeem,  the  debt,  for  wliich  the  pubhc  faith  is  piedgpd, 
are,  liowever,  of  such  imporiant  operation,  that  J  must  not 
pnss  ibem  over  in  silence. 

In  the  enclosures  your  Excellency  will  have  per- 
ceived, that  I  have  noticed  the  efiects,  which  follow 
from  the  want  of  a  final  settlement  of  accounts.  Rep- 
resentations ou  the' subject  of  these  accounts,  and  also 
of  certiiicales  given  by  public  officers  in  the  Commis- 
sary's and  Quarter  Master's  Departments  for  articles 
taken  from  the  people  had  been  made  by  some  of  the 
States  to  Congress,  The  impost  asked  for  by  Con- 
gress was,  I  have  already  observed,  for  the  funding  of 
our  debts.  On  the  13th  of  October,  I  wrote  a  lutter 
to  the  several  loan  officers,  in  which  I  expressly  pro- 
hibit the  issuing  of  any  more  Loan  Office  certiii- 
cates.  The  reason  for  this  order  will  appear  more 
clearly  from  the  latter  part  of  my  letter  to  the  several 
Governors  of  the  16th  of  October. 

I  do  hope  and  expect,  that  some  methods  will 
speedily  be  adopted  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  for  settlement  of  the  public  accounts,  as  also 
to  liquidate  the  several  certificates  given  by  the  public 
ofiBcers,  and  to  provide  revenues  for  funding  the  public 
debts.  The  last  of  these  objects  must  not,  however, 
be  urged  with  too  much  rapidity.  The  impost  law  is 
not  yet  passed,  and  is  the  first  step.  When  that  shall 
have  been  taken,  it  will  give  room  for  urging  what 
further  may  be  necessary.  In  the  meantime,  there  is 
a  well  grounded  expectation,  that  the  clamors  of  our 
creditors  will  induce  the  several  Legislatures  to   com- 
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ply  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress  upon  that  sub- 
ject. 

From  what  hais  been  said,  your  Excellency  will 
perceive^  that  the  prospect  of  future  supplies  from  the 
several  States,  is  by  no  means  very  brilliant.  I  send 
you  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  29th  of  October,  calling 
for  eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  Act  of  the  2d  instant 
apportioning  that  demand  among  the  several  States, 
and  the  Act  of  the  12th' instant,  repealing  (in  conse- 
quence  of  my  letter  of  the  5th)  a  part  of  the  Act  of  the 
2d.  My  circular  letter  of  the  17th,  enclosing  those 
Acts  to  the  Governors,  will  close  what  I  have  to  say 
on  the  subject.  But  I  must  observe  to  you  on  my 
letter  of  the  5th  to  the  President  of>  Congress,  that 
although  it  is  strictly  true,  that  I  had  not  seen  the 
estimates  as  mentioned  in  that  letter,  yet  it  is  equally 
true,  tihattintil  the  business  was  nearly  completed,  I 
was  supposed  to  have  seen  them,  and  when  the  con- 
trary was  suggested^  they  would  have  been  sent  from 
Congress,  but  that  so  few  States  were  represented,  as 
that  only  the  number  absolutely  necessary  to  pass  such 
requisition^  were  then  present,  and  some  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  those  few  were  about  to  depart,  where- 
fore it  was  waved.  I  have  further  to  remark  on  the 
estimates  theihselves,  that  they  are  only  for  the  feed- 
ing anfl  paying  the  army.  The  expense  of  recruiting 
that  army,  of  moving  it  from  place  to  pface,  the  heavy 
articles  of  clothing  and  Ordnance,  with  expense  of  the 
hospitals,  and  the  long  train,  which  is  comprehended 
under  the  title  of  contingencies,  is  totally  unprovided 
for.  Defective  as  it  is,  I  have  no  hope  that  it  will  be 
complied  with.     The  great  arrearage  of  unfunded  debt, 
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the  cumbrous  load  of  useless  paper,  the  multiplied 
mass  of  certificates,  the  distracted  situation  of  the  more 
southern  States,  the  ravages  which  have  been  made  in 
them,  the  total  loss  of  their  commerce,  the  real  want 
of  coin  in  many  States,  and  the  equal  want  of  system 
in  all.  These,  Sir,  are  circumstances,  which  forbid 
.the  most  sanguine  temper  to  expect  a  full  compliance. 
It  shall  be  my  business,  as  it  is  my  duty,  to  get  as 
much  as  I  can,  and  for  this  purpo;se,  I  shall  make  com- 
positions ;  where  it  is  necessary,  take  articles  of  pro- 
visions in  lieu  of  money  and  the  like.  Still,  however, 
I  am  convinced,  that  I  shall  not  get  what  is  asked  for, 
and  indeed  I  do  not  expect  any  part  of  it,  before  the 
middle  of  next  campaign, 

I  have  said,  that  I  will  make  some  remarks  on  the 
suj)plies  already  furnished  by  France.  It  is  necessary 
to  do  (his,  as  well  because  I  am  so  unfortunate  as  to 
differ  a  little  in  opinion  on  (he  subject  with  the  Minis- 
ter of  his  Most  Christian  iMajesty  here,  as  because  the 
demands  wc  are  to  make  on  the  Court  for  the  next 
year,  will  depend  on  the  compliances,  which  have 
been,  and  shall  be,  made  with  the  grants  for  the 
'  present  year. 

It  was  a  point  understood  in  Congress  very  early, 
that  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  would  pay  (he  interest 
of  certaia  moneys  to  be  borrowed  by  Congress  in 
America.  Your  Excellency,  knows  better  than  any 
other  man  what  passed  on  that  subject.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  absurd  in  me  to  recapitulate  it.  Those 
circumstances  which  rendered  an  express  stipulation 
improper  then,  have  introduced  much  delicacy  into  it 
now;  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  expect   that  (he   Court 
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will  tttnt  to  a  foMat  acknowledgement  of  What  was 
tTien/ perhaps,  rather  a  personal,  than  national,  obliga- 
tion. But  I  do  e^itpect  that  the  paymeht  of  that  in- 
terest will  be  provided  for  as  heretofore,  williout 
cbhsidering  (he  moneys  appropriated  to  that  purpose, 
as  a  relief  to  us  in  carrying  on  the  war.  You  will 
have  seen.  Sir,  from  th6  (source  of  my  letters  how 
much  it  h  an  Objedt  with  ihe  to  collect  from  our^lves 
thie  ret^nue^  necessary  to  listen  bur  debts.  There  is 
a  variety  of  reasons  for  it,  which  I  will  not  repeat. 
Aihong  them,  however,  this  is*  one,  that  I  wish  td 
remove  the  load  from  France  to  ourselves.  It  will  in 
thb  end  be  the  same  thing  ;  be(:ause,,ih  proportion  as 
our  resources  here  are  appropriated,  Wt  must  ask  help 
there.  But  it  would  be  better,  that  the  people  were 
taught  to  took  at  hbme  for  the  basis  of  national  credit, 
because  there  alone  it  can  be  found.  I  should  not  have 
mentioned  this  matter,  biit  that  you  will  find  it  noted, 
in  the  correspondence  between  the  Chevalier  de  la 
Lulzerhe  and  myself,  of  which  copies  are  enclosed. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  M.  Gerard,  it  was.  un- 
derstood that  France  would  supply  us  with  the  cloth- 
ing and  warlike  stores  which  might  be  necessary,  and 
therefore  it  was,^  that  Colonel  Laurens,  when  in 
France,  labored  to  prevent  a  deduction  from  the  sub- 
sidy of  si  jc  millions  on  account  of  the  articles  furnished 
to  him.  As  I  am  persuaded  that  his  efforts  were  in 
consequence  of  your  advice,  and  in  concert  with  you, 
I  shall  say  nothing  more  upon  that  sbbject,  only  to 
lament  that  the  Court  have  differed  from  you  in  opin^ 
ion,  and^  to  acquiesce  in  their  determination,  on  ihe 
principle,  that  those  Who  give  have  a  right  to  dispose 
of  that  which  is  given. 
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By  a  note  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  of  which 
I  enclose  a  copy,  1  perceive  that  the  Court  granted  the 
United  States  as  a  gift,  six  millions  ;  advanced  to  you 
four  millions  to  pay  the  bills  which  migbt  be  drsi 
you }  and  became  security  for  a  loan  of  ten  millions  ; 
the  amount  of  which  was  to  be  advanced  from  the 
royal  treasury,  in  case  the  loan  should  fail  of  s 
The  expression,  as  lo  this  last  object,  is  strong,  namely, 
that  fat  Mojaty  will  see  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
supplying  the  dejuievcy,  although,  in  the  former  part  of 
the  note  it  is  said,  that  he  will  supply  it  from  his  own 
finances  as  soon  as  possible.  An  expression  which, 
while  at  the  first  blush  it  makes  an  earnestness  of  affec- 
tion, ttiay  be,  and  in  fact  has  been,  construed  into  a 
kind  of  cautionary,  provision.  Your  Excellency  will 
also,  I  doubt  not,  observe  what  is  there  said  of  the 
appropriation  of  the  gift,  the  last  two  millions  whereof, 
as  is  already  observed,  we  did  not  expect  to  find  there. 

Enclosed  also  is  an  account  ddivered  by  the  Minister 
of  France  in  the  month  of  September  to  a  committee  of 
Congress,  which  had  been  appointed  to  confer  with  himi 
There  are  striking  differences  between  this  nccouni  and 
the  note  last  mentioned.  But  by  ibis  account  it  appears, 
.  that  it  was  the  design  of  liie  Court  to  make  the  advances 
of  the  present  year  distinct  from  all  past  transactions. 
From  whence  this  conclusion  at  least,  will  follow,  that 
such  of  the  bills  drawn  by  Congress,  either  on  yourself, 
or>on  their-agents  in  Spain,  or  Holland,  ks  ycu  may  have 
discharged  hefo^  the  commencement  of  the  present  year, 
are  not  to  be  deducted  Tj^m  the  sums  mentioned  in  the 
Count  de  Vergennes'  note.  Now  that  I  am  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  will  observe  lo  you,  Sir,  that  1  have  determined  to 
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prevent  that  circuitous  nogotifttioii  of  btllsy  wbicli  has  so 
much  perplexed  aad  distressed  you,  and  have  for  that 
reason  stopped  many  of  those  already  drawn,  as  will  pres* 
ently  appear.  Another  observation  to  be  made  on  this, 
account  is,  that  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  four  millions  ex- 
pressly.  meutioued  in  the  Count  de  Vergennes'  note,  as 
granted  to  you  for  payment  of  bills  drawn  by  Congress. 

A  third  observation  is,  that  the  articles  marked  B,  an^l 
the  arlicle  number  two,  C,  which  together  amount  to  the 
sum  of  six  million  six  hundred  and  eightysix  thousand  on6 
hundred  and  nine  livres,  are  sil  charged  as  being  expended 
to  the  order  of  Colonel  Lauren^.  But  by  the  Count  de 
Vergeniies'  letter  to  you  of  the  8th  of  June  last,  it  appears, 
that  Colpnel  Laurens  was  to  have  had  the  command  of 
no  other  than  the  six  million  livres,  given  by  the  King. 
Indeed  the  Count's  note  of  the  16th  of  ]V1  ay  shows  the 
same  thing.  The  letter  of  the  8th  of  June  just  mentioned^ 
shows,  clearly  the  opinion  of  the  Court  on  another  point 
of  .very  great  importance,  namely,  that  the  whole  ten  mil- 
lion  livres,  to  be  advanced  for  the  loan,  are,  as  in  effect 
tliey  ought  to  be,  subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  United 
States  only.  A  fourth  observation  is,  that  the  article  A 
three,  B  two,  aqd  C  one,  amounting  to  four  millions  three 
hundred  thousand  livres,  were,  or  were  to  have  been,  in 
your  possession  for  payment  of  bills.  If  to  this  be  added 
four  million  livres,  granted  for  that  express  purpose,  of  which 
no  mention  is  made  in  the  account,  it  would  folbw,  that 
you  would  have  eight  millions  three  hundred  thous^d 
livres  at  your  disposal;  ^nd  this  leads  me  to  consider  the 
amount  of  the  demands,  which  could  be  made  on  you. 

These  canuot  be  precisely  ascertained,  but  the  paper 
number  seventeen,  contains  the  best  estimate  in  my  power. 
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Th€  first  six  articles  of  this  estimate  contain  all  the  bills, 
which  have  been  drawn  npon  you,  excepting  some  interest 
bills,  which  although  made  out  had  not  been  delivered  lo 
the  people  before  the  Jst  of  April  last.  These  amount  to 
ten  millions  sis  hundred  and  sevenlyone  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fifiysix  hvres,  thirteen  sols,  four  deniers. 
The  article  number  seven,  is  the  whole  amount  of  guilders 
drawn  for ;  the  far  greater  part  of  which  I  have  detained, 
as  you  will  perceive  by  ibe  article  number  eight.  The 
balance  it  is  not  possible  to  asceriain  exactly  'in  livres, 
because  it  must  depend  upon  the  course  of  exchange ;  but 
at  two  livres  for  a  guilder,  Ibe  whole  of  the  bills  uciually 
negolialed  on  Holland  will  amount  lo  one  million  ninety- 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twemynine  livres.  The 
article  number  nine,  is  the  amount  of  bills  drawn  on  Spain, 
of  which  a  considerable  pari  has  been  paid  by  Mr  Jay, 
and  a  part,  somewhat  more  considerable,  is  destroyed. 
These  parts  are  contained  in  the  articles  ten  and  eleven. 
The  balance  (calculated  at  the  value  of  a  dollar  in  France, 
which  will,  [  suppose,  be  as  much  as  it  can  cost)  amounts 
to  one  million  sevent)-seven  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighteen  livres.  So  that  the  whole  of  those  bills,  which 
by  any  means  whatever  could  liave  come  upon  you  lor 
payment,  will  be  twelve  millions  eiglit  liundred  and  fot'iy- 
ihree  thousand  four  hundred  and  three  livres,  thirteen  sols, 
four  deniers,  and  from  this  sum  very  cbusiderahle  deduc- 
tions are  lo  hn  made.  The  article  number  twelve,  which 
is  the  6rst  of  them,  contains  the  exact  amount  of  the 
several  bills  for  interest,  which  were  negotiated  previously 
lo  the  first  of  April  last. 

It  may  be  objecled,  that  these   bflla  will  many  of  them 
be  payable  during  the  p^knt  year,  which  indeed  is  true, 
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'  And  for  that  reason,  1  bave  added  to-  the  bottom  of  tte 
account  the  extent  of  one  year's- interest  on  Loan  Office 
certificates,  and  which  is  more  than  will,  I  believe,  be  pre* 
seated.      The  next  article,  nunf>ber  thirteen,  is  for  hills 

•  ivhich  had  beeb  drawn  on  you,*  and  have  been  stopped  by 
me.  The  article  number  fourteen,  is,  you  will  perceive, 
for  bills,  whieh  in  all  human  probability  will  have  been 
paid  during  the  last  year.  The  certainty  of  this  traesae* 
.tion  is  doubtless  with  you,  and  wbat  we  are  now  upon  is 
an  estimate,  not  an  account.  The  remaining  artieles  speftk 
clearly  for  themselves;  wherefore  I  conceive- myself  well 
founded  in  making  the  amount^  of  deductions  in  this  esti- 
mate, nine  millions  one  hundred  and  sixty  three  tlHHisand 
two  hundred  and  stxtyfive  livres ;  so  that  after  including 
one  year's ,  interest,  as  is  already  mentioned,  iite  total  is 
five  raiilions  eiglu  hundred  and  sevehtythree  thousand  one 
hundred  and  twentyeight  livres,  thirteen' sola,  and  four 
deiiiers ;  and  from  this  tliere  must  be  some  deduoticms, 
because  undoubtedly  you  have  paid  some  of  the  bttis 
drawn  on  Spain  and  Holland  before  the  first  day  of  Jan- , 

.  uary  last.     1  have  mentioned  no  sum  for  this  purpose,  but 
in  order  to  be  within''  bounds,  I  will  suppose  it  to  be  only- 
three  hundred  and    seventytWee    thousand  one  hundred 
an*d    twentyeight  liVres,  thirteen   sols,  and   four  deniers, 
and  then  the  extent  c>f  the  bills  payable  by  you  in  the 

'year  1781,  will  be  five  milliohs  and  a 'half  of  livres; 
and,  therefore,  the  four  millions  granted  by  the  Court,  and 
die  million  and  a  half  said  to  be  estopped  by  you  in  liol- 
land,  will  apply  to  this  demand. 

As  the  last  mentioned  sum  appears  by  the  Count  de 
Vergennes'  note,  to  have-  been  part  of  that,  whh^b  was 
given  by  the  Court,  this  stat^Ue-mauer  iihII  leave  clear 
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the  (en  ntillioTi  Yivres  to  have  been  loaned,  a 
properly  to  consist  wiili  ihe  Count's  nnle  of  ilie  IGth  of 
May,  and  liis  lelier  to  you  of  llie  Sili  of  June  following.  I 
have  mentioned  atiove,  lliat  in  making  llie  deduciion  for 
bills  paid  previous  lo  the  year  1781,  I  meant  lo  be  within 
bounils.  It  is  pro|ier  to  give  a  reason  why  I  supposed 
dial  dediiciion  lo  be  so.  1  have  already  made  one  re- 
mark on  ilie  arricle  A  one  iwo  and  F,  in 
officially  commnoicaied  by  ihe  Minister  of  France  in 
September  las).  From  those  articles  il  appears  at  least 
that  liiree  million  livres  were  advanced  for  tiie  paytneni  of 
bills  last  year.  The  amount  of  the  interest  bills,  I  liave 
already  staled  as  being  in  the  extent,  two 
liundrRd  and  ninetyihree  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ninety  livres,  to  this  snm  must  be  added  one  hundred  und 
(brtyfour  thousand  livres,  due  to  M.  Beaumarchais,  and 
the  one  hundred  and  iweulylive  thousand  livres  deducted 
in  the  estimate,  as  having  been  drawn  for  by  the  Resolu- 
tions of  the  lOlii  of  Alay,  17S0.  These  sums  togelher 
amount  to  two  millions  four  hundred  and  siilytwo  diou- 
eand  nine  hundred  and  ninety  livres;  lo  which  1  will  add 
for  contingencies  one  hundred  and  thirty  seven  thousand 
and  ten  livres  more,  making  the  whole  amount  two  millions 
six  hundred  (bousand  livres;  wherefore  suppose  the  grant 
of  moneys  lo  pay  bills  for  the  year  1 780,  to  have  been  but 
three  million  livres,  and  it  appears  evidently  in  have  been 
at  least  that,  there  would  have  remained  in  your  hands  a 
balttnce  of  four  million  livres  ;  which  is  more  tiian  [  have 
deducted  from  the  amount  of  my  estimate. 

On  the  whole,  then,  I  conceive  myself  well  grounded  in 
tlitj  opinion,  that  ihe  whole  loatt  is  still  at  our  disposal,  and 
this  opinion  ii  so  well  snppnrled  by  the  Count  de   Vcrgen- 
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sparches ;  And  the  knowkdge  that  Colbnel  Laurfens  was 
tb^h  6tt  Ms  way  with  ?p6cie,  too;eili6r  with  thfe  expectaiton 
of  that,  which  was  tobe  feent  by  the  way  of  Hollatad,  pre- 
vented a  repetilion  of  the  experiment  upon  Havana  at  that 
time.  It  Was  previously  tb  the  2d  of  July,  1781,  that  the 
Chevalier  agrte^d  that  I  should  negotiate  bills  for  6ne  ratl- 
Hon  five  hundfed  thousand  livres,  of  which  the  five  hun- 
dred thousanrd  Hvi^s  to  have  be^b  n^goti&ted  at  the  Ha-^ 
Visinft,  Was  &  pa!rt; 

You  wirt  see  ehclosed  my  letter  of  the  Sd  t)f  July  upon 
this  subject,  which  was  the  day  befbre  M.  de  h  Luzerne 
went  to  cfihip ;  and  also  M.  de  Marbois'  answer  to  it. 
My  reply  of  the  4th  closes  the  matter  at  that  time ;  and 
then  it  tvas  understood  on  all  handis  in  thetnanner  I  have 
juBt  now  mentioned,  and  whidi  !  have,  y^u  wiH  perceive, 
insisted  on  through  the  whole  of  my  'correspondence,  and 
which  wa$  equally  ir^srsled  on  in  a  Variety  of  conversations^ 

That  part  of  the  letter  Jast  mentioned,  which  relates  to 
the  effect  of  drawing  bills,  together  with  the  letters  of  the 
2d  arid  3d  of  August,  need  no  commertt.  They  rti«rely 
serVe  to  shbw  the.  desire,  which  anirtiates  the  servants  of 
the  United  States,  to  economise  the  resources  of  France. 
I  am  net  disposed  to  criminate,  but  it  is  right  that  I  should 
irifolTn  you  of  my  opinion,  which  is,  that  the  French  troops 
irt  this  cotintry  have  cost  much  more  than  was  necessary, 
Tf  trry  information  is  not  extremely  erroneous.  I  have  now 
{n  contemplation  plans  for  feeding  them  mof*e  cheaply,  and 
!  thi=nic  thfe  French  ratioti  ougtit  not  to  cost  more  than  half 
a  Vivfe,  at  least  not  much  more,  if  so  much.  The  officers 
who  now  retntri  to  Ertrope  cart  best  answer,  whether  k, 
has  foVmerly  exceeded  that  amount,  and  thie  Court  must 
know  how  inuch  has  been  test  on  thfe  wegotiatibn  of  llieir 
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bills.     While  on  ibis  sulijecl  il  is  my  duiy  i 

the  Minisier  ol  P'rcince  here,  has  deiii 

earnest  desire  to  introduce  economy  in  ihe  espendiiures  of 

tiie  army,  and   itial  the   readiness  sliiiwn   by  the  CouiK  de 

Rochambenti,  nnd   other  general  ufficersi  lo  aid   in  it,  de- 

mnnd  sckiiowledgements. 

On  the  34ih  of  September  Ihe  Chevalier  wrote  me 
B  note,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed.  This,  you  will 
observe,  was  after  the  receipt  of  those  letters,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  he,  among  other  things,  communi- 
cated Ihe  account,  on  which  I  have  already  had  the 
honor  of  making  some  remarks.  This  letter,  while  it 
assigns  reasons  for  continuing  my  dr»fis,  shows  clearly 
that  the  Cht^valier  had  communicated  his  instructions 
lo  stop  them,  which  was  done,  not  only  to  me,  but  to 
the  committee.  But  1  confess,  that  I  was  very  far 
from  considering  those  instructions  as  absolute.  I 
concluded,  that  a  line  of  discreiioo  had  been  left  to  the 
Minister;  and,  indeed,  his  answer  lo  my  letter  con- 
firmed me  in  that  opinion.  This  answer  is  of  the 
E6lh.  He  does  indeed  say,  that  il  is  impomiOle  to  de- 
part from  the  precipe  instruclions  received  on  thai  avhject, 
and  authorise  my  drafts  to  the  amount  of  two  miiUons 
five  hundred  thousand  livres;  but  he  immediately  goes 
on  to  permit  an  addition  of  two  hundred  and  nine- 
tyeighl  tliousand  nine  hundred  and  eigiityone  livres, 
fifleen  sous,  and  four  deniers.  Wherefore,  il  fol- 
lowed, that  either  those  instructions  left  him  at 
liberiy  lo  extend  those  drafts,  or  thai  he  was  at 
liberty  lo  disregard  the  instruclions.  I  therefore 
did  expect  to  have  gone  on  to  Ihe  sum  first 
agreed  for.     Theae  expealatioos  were  frequently  mea- 


46  ROKBT  MpRaiB. 

tioned  in  conversation ,  and  particularly  so  in  that 
alluded  to  in  mine  of  the  22d  instant. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  must  acknowledge,  that  he 
always  mentioned  his  instructions,  but  so  as  to  leave 
me  under  the  original  impressions  I  had  received.  As 
this  letter  of  the  22d  takes  notice  of  another  matter,  it 
is  proper  to  mention  here,  that  the  Chevaiier  had  ob- 
served on  a  difference  between  the  account  he  deliv* 
ered  officially  to  the  committee  of  Congress  and  the 
note  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes  ;  but  no  pointed  con- 
versation on  this  subject  had  taken*  place,  he  expecting 
further  in formatioo)  from  his  Court,  and  I  hoping  daily 
to  hear  from  yon^  and  being  unwilling  to  raise  a 
question  unnecessarily.  The  reason  why  I  did. at  last 
bring  it  forward  is  contained  in  my  letter,  and  there- 
fore I  shall  say  nothing  about  it.  The  account  sent 
in  that  letter,  needs  no  comment,  although  it  differs 
very  widely  from  that  marked  thirtythrae; 

I  shall  only  note,  that  if  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
and  eightysix  thousand  one  hundred  and  nine  livres 
be  taken  from  that  mentioned  as  advanced  (tir  stores 
hy  order  of  Colonel  Laurens,  so  as  to  render  that 
article  conformable  to  what  is  said  in  the  Count  de 
Vergennes'  note,  the  same  sum  must  be  added  to  the 
balance;  by  which  means  placing  the  OAe  .million 
five  hundred  thousand  livres,  to  have  been  drawn 
for  by  me,  in  the  stead  of  that  to  have  been 
sent  out  from  Holland,  the  whole  will  staod  as  first 
above  mentioned,  leaving  the  amount  of  the  loan 
untouched.  In  the  close  of  my  letter,  I '  mj^tion 
a  determination  to  draw  on  accoimt  of  the  bidance,  an 
expression    which   appears   to   have   been    mistaken* 
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The  reason  of  Ihe  assertion  will  in  some  decree  appear 
frorii  (he  answer  to  it.  I  will  add,  that,  although  I 
shall  not  risk  (he  dtawinsc  of  bills  while  there  is  any 
chance  that  (hey  may  return  |»roteste(i,  I  miisl.  never- 
theless, take  measures  to  ohiain  Ihe  money  for  very 
eviftent  reasons,  and  it  is  wi(h  this  view,  that  I  have 
drawn  on  you  in  fuvor  of  Messrs  Le  Coutculx  &  Co. 
forone  million  livres. 

Youhnve  olso  a  copy  of  the  letter  written  on  the 
34lh  instant,  in  answer  to  thai  last  mentiooed.  I  shall 
not  here  notice  the  difference  between  what  we  have 
mid  about  (he  additional  million,  as  well  because  it  is 
in  sabstance  the  same,  as  because  I  had  noL  insisted  on 
drawing,  for  it.  In  like  manner,  1  shall  say  nothing 
about  the  permission  given  me  to  extend  my  drafts 
after  the  orders  to  stop  them  brought  by  Colonel  Lau- 
rens;  but  you  will  observe,  that  the  painted  declara- 
tion, that  the  letter  of  the  36th  of  September  could  not 
have  me  the  shadow  of  a  hope,  fyc.  (with  what  follows 
it)  stands  in  such  direct  opposition  to  the  whole  tenor 
of  my  l*Uer  and  to  the  re^l  stale  of  my  expeclalions, 
that  to  havn  submitted  in  silence,  would  have  been 
tanlamount  to  the  acknowledgement  of  falsehood.  It 
is  indeed  easy  to  pereeive,  that  the  Chevalier  wrote 
thia  leUer  to  his  Court,  although  he  directed  It  in  the 
first  instance  to  me;  and  1  coockide  it  to  have  been  in 
consequence  of  his  last  despatches,  which  had  not  been 
reoeived  long  before  his  letter  was  written.  The 
equivocal  use  of  the  expression  as  soon  as  possible  will 
BOtesoape  you,  Sir^  but  it  shall  meet  no  other  remark 
firam  mo  than  this,  ihat  I  am  convinced  the  Court  will 
not  apply  it  in   the  same  sense   with  the  Chevalier. 
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Neither  4he  dignity  of  the  Prince,  nor  the  meg^itiide 
of  the  occasion  will  permit  a  reliance  on  auch  distinc- 
tions. 

The  state  of  the  aocount  made  in  thisletter,  I  TfiMy 
do  not  see  the  propriety  of*     It  seema  to  have  been,  in 
some  degree,  extracted  from  the  account  furnished  in 
September  to  the  committee  of  Congvefis,   bec^u^ey  if 
the  mistake  of  six  thousand   livrea  in   the  eastings  of 
that  account  be  rectified,  it  will  make  the  first  sum  total 
amount  to  6fiecn  millions  one  hundred  andninetynin^ 
thousand  five  hundred  and  one  livres.   from  which  de- 
ducting  ten  million  livres,  being  the  amount   of  the 
subsidy  of  six  million  livres  and    loan  of  four^  there 
will   retnain  the   first  article  of  that  account,  namely, 
Ave  millions  one   hundred   and   ninety  nine    thousand 
five  hundred  and  one  livres.     But  if  this  be  the  ea6e» 
it  la  a  little  surprking,  that  the  Chevalier  should  nM 
have  noticed  a  deduction  tnade.  in  that  ▼ery  aeeount  of 
the  two   first    articles,  amounting  to   three    milUons 
four  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand   livres,  which  are^ 
it  is  there  said,  to  be  added  to  the  advances Jbrinerly 
made  to   the  Congress. 

It  is  somewhat  extraordinary,  that  ail  those  ahwild 
be  considered  by  the  Chevalier  as  advances  made  in  itbe 
month  of  September.  For  although  that  .Beeount  was 
rendered  in  September,  yet  four  m^tll ions  six  faondred 
and  ninetyfour  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninetyfew^ 
livres  are  expressly  mentioned  as  being  to i)e  furnished. 
I  shall  dwell  no  longer  here,  ibut  I  must  Tepcai,  npt* 
withstanding  ^he  polite  manner  in  which  the  aaaertiott 
has  bee«i  contradieted,  that  my  operatioos  have  re*- 
cc^ved  a  very  severe,  as  well  as  material  chcfok,  fposi 
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stopping  my  drafts;  not  so  much  on  account  of  the 
value  of  the  three  hiindrerl  thousand  livres,  35  because, 
while  they  were  negotiating,  I  should  undoubtedly 
have  received  those  advices  from  you,  which  would 
have  enabled  me  to  go  on  in  the  same  line.  I  bad 
brought  the  exchange  up  very  nearly  lo  par,  and 
should  soon  have  sold  at  seventeen  pence  this  money 
(Pennsylvania  money)  for  a  livre,  or  eight  shillings 
and  sixpence  for  a  crown,  which  is  worth  here  al  the 
extent  but  eight  and  four  pence.  This  would,  there- 
fore, have  been  two  per  cent  advance,  with  a  saving  of 
time,  freight,  and  insurance ;  and,  although  a  very 
large  sum  could  not  have  been  negotiated  during  the 
winier,  perhaps  not  more  than  one  million  five  hundred 
thousand  livres,  yet  that  would  have  enabled  me  lo 
go  on  making  the  preparatives  for  an  early  and  vigo- 
rous campaign,  and  kept  everything  in  train,  till  some 
money  could  have  been  either  shipped  from  Europe, 
or  so    negotiated  as  to  be  sent  hither  from  Havana. 

I  Htrll  take  no  notice  of  what  is  said  in  the  letter 
now  before  us,  as  to  the  error  of  six  thousand  livres, 
because  you  must  at  once  perceive  how  little  it  was  an 
object  of  conversation,  and  how  easy  lo  be  remedied  by 
any  clerk,  without  waiting  either  orders  or  instructions 
from  the  Court ;  and  because  you  must  also  perceive  the 
material  omission  of  four  million  livres,  which  cannot 
be  overlooked,-  let  the  calculations  be  combined  as 
they  may.  I  have  not,  however,  the  less  concern 
about  il,  because  eo  rigid  an  adherence  to  so  palpable 
an  error  leads  me  to  fear  a  design,  which  the  generous 
conduct  of  the  King  will  not  permit  me  to  suspect. 

Having  already  given  my  sentiments  as  to  the  in- 
voi„  XII.  7 
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terest  of  Loan  Office  certificatesy  I  will  not  now  repeat  * 
them.  As  to  the  replacing  the  Marquis  de  Laiayette's 
cargoi,  it  is  a  maitor  whioh  I  will  not  seriously  contend 
about,  because,  although  there  will  not  be  use  for  all 
tbe  articles,  there  certainly  will  for  many  of  them ; 
and  therefore  I  hardly  think  a  representatison  on  that 
score  necessary,  because  there  is  no  use  in  miUtiplying 
disagreeable  considerations.  But,  by  the  way,  I  must 
observe,  that  it  is  a  little  extraordinary  this  cargo 
should  have  been  replaced  out  of  the  loan  to  have  been 
opened,  &c.  at  your  request,  while  at  the  same  request 
money  could  not  be  obtained  to  pay  the  bilis  drawn 
by  the  order  of  Congress,  as  appears  from  your  letter, 
and  that  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  which  is  en- 
closed  in  it*  The  idea  of  making  advances  for  any 
individual  State  from  the  funds  of  tbe  United  States, 
mgst  never  be  admitted  by  any  servant  of  Congress. 
It  will  be  quite  time  enough,  to  do  that,  when  they 
shall  have  complied  with  tbe  sevei&l  requisitions  made 
upon  them,  and  \vhen  they  shall  have  intrusted,  these  • 
subaltern  negotiations  to  the  Ministers  whom  Congress 
have  appointed.  Such  advances  stand  on  a  very  dif- 
ferent ground,  indeed,  from  those  noade  for  piirchaaing 
a  like  cargo  to  that  of  the  Lafayette ;  and  it  cannot  be 
expected,  that  they  should  be  passed  to  the  aecount  of 
Congress.  Besides  this,  the  successes  to  the  south- 
ward have  rendered  suceors  of  that  sort  unntecessary. 
What  has  already  been  said  will  render  observations 
on  the  letters  of  the  26t:h  instant  unnecessary. 

On  the  whole  matter,  I  have  to  request  your  exer- 
tions to  have  this  affair  settled  as  sooa  as  possible,  and 
that  you  will  cause  the  whole  of  what  remains  to  be 
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pai<l  over  to  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  &  Co.  sending  me 
notice  thereof  by  every  opportunity,  that  I  may  attend 
to  the  disposition  of  it.  X  mean,  nevertheless,  that  a 
reservation  should  be  made  of  what  is  necessary,  to 
purchase  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  invoice 
of  the  Board  of  War.  I  wish  you  to  have  as  tittle 
trouble  as  possibly  in  this  business,  and,  therefore,  1 
am  to  request  you'to  employ  in  il  Mr  Barclay,  our 
Consul  General,  and  Mr  Matthew  Ridley.  They  are 
both  gentlemen  of  knowledge  and  integrity,  and  I 
doubt  not  will  peiform  il  with  economy  and  expe- 
dition. 

You  will  also  be  pleased  to  take  arrangements  with 
the  Minister  of  Marine,  and  .give  your  consequent 
orders  to  those  gentlemen,  so  that  all  articles  of  every 
sort  and  kind,  which  are  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  and  now  in  Europe,  may  come  under  safe  con- 
voy to  ibis  port.  Tiie  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who  is 
charged  with  the  General's  instructions  on  military 
subjects,  will  assist  in  combining  matters,  so  as  to  ac- 
complish these  objects.  I  confide,  Sir,  that  your  wis- 
dom and  his  vivacity  will  produce  the  most  benelicial 
consequences. 

Let  me  add,  while  I  mention  the  depositing  all 
which  remains  due  to  us  with  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  & 
Co.,  that  I  wish  you,  in  conformity  lo  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress enclosed,  to  pay  the  sum  of  fortytwo  thousand 
one  hundred  and  eightynine  iivres  therein  i 
with  the  interest,  to  William  Lee.  Let  me  also  men- 
tion my  desire,  that  you  would  retain  two  millions 
two  hundred  thousand  Iivres  to  pay  interest  bills 
drawn  from  the  1st  of  September  to  the   Ist  of  April 
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next.  I  will  take  such  arrangements  as  will  save  you 
the  trouble  of  dping  this  business  in  future,  and  I  men- 
tion it  here,  although  the  money  will  come  more 
properly  under  the  head  of  supplies  to  be  asked  from 
the  Court  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Tlie  declarations,  that  no  more  pecuniary  aid  will  be 
afforded  to  us,  are  very  clear  and  explicit,  but  1  trust,  that 
these  declarations  will  not  be  adhered',  to.  The  interest 
bills,  as  I  just  now  obsesved,  will  amount  to  about,  two 
millions  livres.  You  have  to  pay  M.  Beaumarchais  two 
millions  five  hundred  and  fortjfour  thousand  livres,  and  the 
clothing  and  stores  necessary  will  amount  to  four  nullions 
livres.  Besides  all  this  we  must  have  money,  so  that  it 
will  become  necessary  ta  obtain  at  least  twelve  millions. 
When  I  mention  this  sum,  I  take  the  lowest,  and  I  do  it 
from  my  sincere  desire  not  to  burden  the  finances  of 
France  with  American  demands ;  but  I  think  such  clear 
reasons  can  be  assigned  for  it  as  must  produce  conviction. 

You  have  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Chevalier  of  the 
3d  instant  upon  this  subject.  You  will  have  observed,  that 
my  circular  letter  of  the  19th  of  October,  which  was  en- 
closed in  this  of  the  3d  instant,  is  so  formed  as  to  lower 
the  expectations  of  thef  several 'States,  and  accordingly  the 
account  sent  with  it  is  framed  from  the  erroneous  one 
before  mentioned,  and  jthe  four  millions  are  totally  omitted. 
The  languor  of  the  States  had  been  so  fostered  by  their 
teeming  expectations  from  France,. that  it  became  my  duty 
to  prevent  if  possible  the  ill  effects  of  it.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  a  circular  letter  could  not  bot  be  public,  and 
it  necessarily  contained  such  matter  as  must  stand  in  the 
way  of  procuring  a  proper  settlement  of  past  accounts  with 
the  Court,  or  of  obtaining  future  supplies  from  them.     I, 
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llierefore,  communicaled  that  Jelter  lo  ilte  IVIinister,  and  as 
he  very  nalurally  asked  a  copy,  1  took  llie  firsi  opporlu- 
niiy,  after  the  many  necessaiy  copies  could  be  niad<^  out, 
lo  send  ii  wiilMnine  of  ihe  3d  instant.  This  contains,  as 
you  will  perceive,  some  short  reasons  why  ne_  nant,  and 
why  France  should  grant,  pccnniary  assistance.  The 
answer  to  it  of  the  4th  instnni,  and  my  reply  of  the  Cth, 
close  the  correspondence  on  that  stibjeci. 

This  last  was  intended  lo  lake  otF  from  the  force  of 
those  observations,  as  lo  the  King's  wisdom  and  integrity, 
which  had  rather  more  of  republican  simpliciiy,  than 
courtly  elegance.  As  my  letter  of  the  Sd  was  not  in- 
tended to  convince  the  Minister,  that  being  nnneceijsary, 
as  1  am  persuaded  the  conviction  was  already  produced, 
but  to  prevent  any  improper  conclusions  from  ray  circu- 
lar letter,  so  it  was  unnecessary  to  make  nny  particular 
reply  to  his  observations,  because,  after  all  a  paper  argu- 
ment in  Philadelphia  can  have  hut  very  lillle  influence  at 
Versailles  ;  and  as  the  Chevalier  observed  very  properly 
in  one  of  his  letters,  the  instructions  from  his  Court  must 
necessarily  form  the  basis  of  his  opinion.  The  proper 
and  useful  mode,  therefore,  of  convincing  him,  is  by  stim- 
ulating them. 

Knowing  as  1  do  the  great  force  and  compass  of  your 
talents,  I  should  not  presume  to  add  one  word  of  remark 
on  the  Chevalier's  letter,  if  I  were  not  convinced,  that  as 
it  was  written  for  the  Court,  so  it  will  be  necessary  to 
oppose  it  in  some  degree  by  a  knowledge  of  facts,  which 
may  not  be  in  your  immediate  view.  He  takes  it  for 
granted,  that  the  people  will  make  extraordinaiy  efforts, 
in  consequence  of  their  successes,  and  I  will  readily  admit 
that  they  have  the  ability  and  ought  to  have  the  incilna- 
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tioii ;  but  they  must  di^r  inuck  from  former  experience^ 
if  they  do  exert  themselves.  I  will  actgiit  that  their  rulers 
ought  to  urge  them  into  activity,  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, that  those  rulers  are  themselves  of  th»  people,  that 
their  ideas  and  views  are  limited,  and  that  they  act  like 
the  people  rather  from  feeling  than  reflection.  1  speak 
here  of  the  several  Legislatures,  for  I  must  repeat  again 
and  again,  that  our  general  system  has  not  grown  into  that 
form  and  vigor,  which  can  communicate  the  impubes  of 
a  sovereign  mind  to  the  remotest  members  of  subjected 
power.  I  will  admit  that  a  Monarch,  would  on  so  brtl* 
liant  a  success,  call  into  action,  all  whkih  his  kingdom  pos- 
sessed of  strength  and  resources;  but  America  is  not 
under  monarchical  government*  I  will  admit  further,  that 
if  the  object  of  the  war  was  conquest,  instead  of  security, 
every  victory  would  give  new  animation  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  our  republican  confederacy ;  but  this  war  is  not 
carried  on  for  conquest.  While  it  rages  in  any  quarte^r 
it  makes  food  for  itself.  The  inroad«  of  the  enemy  create 
opposition.  An  application  is  then  made  immediately  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people  ;  but  when  the  inroad  ceases,  when  the 
enemy  retires,  the  storm  subsides,  each  man  returns  to  his 
domestic  pursuits  and  employments,  and  thinks-  no  mpre 
of  the  scenes,  which  had  just  passed  before  him..  It  is 
true  that  this  is  only  clianging  the  field  of  battle.  But 
America  is  so  extensive,  tliat  a  shock  given  at  one  extrem- 
ity is  lost  before  it  reaches  the  other. 

This  true  picture  of  our  country,  while  it  demonstrates 
the  impracticability  of  subjecting  it,  expl^ins  the  reasons 
why  our  exertions  have  always  disappointed  both  our 
friends  and  our  enemies.  If  then,  as  the  fact  is,  the  mere 
change  of  position  at  the  option  of  the  foe  can  so  lull  our 
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people  to  rest,  bow  much  more  are  we  to  expect  it  will 
follow  from  tbe  capture  of  a  considerable  part  of  his  force. 
To  rea^n  rightly  on  the  late  events,  we  must  admit  the 
ability  to  make  greater  exertions,  and  then  seelc  the  means 
of  calling  tbeok  forth.  This,  Sir,  can  only  be  accom- 
.  plished  by  pecuniary  aid.  The  Chevalier  observes  that 
the  King's  obligations  to  us  have  been  exceeded.  This  is 
but  a  narrow  idea.  If  the  King  is  engaged  to  support  the 
war  until  our  Independence  is  established,  his  simple 
object  of  inquiry  will  be,  how  that  can  be  most  speedily 
and  cheaply  accomplished  ?  It  is  certain  that  America 
ought  to  do  everything  in  her  power,  and  you  may  assure 
the  Court,  that  Congress  and  the  servants  of  Congress  are 
sensible  of  this  duty  and  determined  to  comply,  with  it. 
But  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  breaking  the  bounds  of  possi- 
bility, and  equally  vain  to  tbink  of  ehanging  the  nature  of 
man. 

Let  me  add,  that  there  is  Iktle  propriety  in  reproaclung 
Americans  with  faults  inseparable  from  himianity.  Be- 
sides this,  the  exertions  of  our  country  have  really  been 
very  great,  and  as  soon  as  more  consistency  shall  have 
been  put  in  the  administration,  tbey  will  again  be  great ; 
but  this  is  the  period  of  weakness  between  the  convulsive 
labors  of  enthusiasm  and  the  sound  and  regular  operations 
of  order  and  government. 

There  is  in  the  end  of  the  Cheralier's  letter  a   hint  in 

■ 

relation  to  our  commerce,  which  although,  it  does  not  im- 
mediately apply  to  the  present  purpose,  must  not  pass  un- 
noticed* That  an  indirect  commerce  has  taken  place  with 
England  is  true,  and  that  France  ha$  in  a  great  measure 
been  the  cause  of  it  is  equally  ttue.  Men  will  naturally 
buy  where  tbey  can  obtain  things   most  cheaply.     The 
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prime  cost  of  goods,  (hough  a  great  object  in<  time  of  peace 
is  not  equally  so  in  time  of  war.  The  freight  and  tb«  in- 
surance are  then  so  high  that  a  small  difference  of  danger 
or  convenience  will  counterbalance  a  great  difference  of 
price.  When  France,  by  si!bscribing  to  the  principles  of 
the  armed  neutrality,  gave  her  enemy  the  means  of  bring- 
ing her  manufactures  in  safety  to  our  neighborhood,  she 
tempted  our  merchants  to  buy  those  manufactures.  She 
added  the  motives  of  interest  to  the  force  of  habit,  and 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  surprised  that  such  cogent  prin- 
ciples have  had  effect.  One  mode  remained,  that  of  con- 
voying the  trade  between  France  and  America,  and  that 
mode  has  been  neglected.  I  am  happy,  however,  to  ob- 
serve, that  this  Britisii  commerce  is  dwindling  very  fast. 
The  war  with.  Holland  has  given  it  one  deadly  blow,  and 
if  our  privateers  are  once  more  freed  from  the  shackles 
too  hastily  imposed  upon  them,  I  cannot  doubt,  but  that  the 
trade  of  this  country  will  flow  directly  to  France,  as  in- 
deed it  ought  to  do. 

And  now,  Sir,  before  I  close  this  letter,  let  me  raake 
one.  further  observation  with  respect  to  the  future  supplies 
from  his  Majesty .  To  solicit  them  is  considered  as  asking 
for  assistance  in  a  war,  who^e  object  is  of  the  last  im«  « 
portance  to  us.  This  is  the  point  of  view  in  which  I  have 
placed  it,  and  in  which  I  am  desirous  it  should  stand. 
But  there  is  another  method  of  lookirfg  at  it,  and,  although 
delicacy  will  forbid  us  so  to  present  it,  yet  you  may  depend 
upon  it,  that  there  are  many,  who  have  taught  then)selves 
to  reason  about  it  in  a  different  way  from  what  you  or  I 
would  wish.  Whether  Britain  will  ack  lowledge  our  in- 
dependence is  a  question,  which  is  to  be  answered  only 
with  some  modifications.      If,  in  consequence  of  such  an 
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acknowledgement,  we  would  forego  our  connexion  with 
FAnce,  there  is  no  manner  of  doubt,  but  she  would  make 
it  immediately.  This  would  pn  our  part  be  wrong,  and 
therefore  it  ought  not  to  be  done ;  but,  Sir,  when  this 
gr«at  object  shall  be  presented  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
weight  of  new  and  great  taxes  be  felt  on  the  other,  wkh 
all  their  ancient  prejudices  and  predileetions  io  aid,  will 
haI  there  be  some  men  who»  for  the  slmdes  of  ease,  will 
quit  the  paths  of  virtue  ? 

J  have  the  honor  to  be,  kc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   FBSSIOENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Offic«  of  Finance,  November  S9th,  1781. 

Sir, 
Having  just  now  received  a  short  letter  from  Mr  Jay,  of 
the  1st  of  September,  from  St  Ildefonso,  I  find  it  my  duty 
to  communicate  the  contents  immediately  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled.  Mr  Jay  informs  me,  that 
he  expects  soon  to  be  undei;  the  necessity  of  protesting  the 
bills  drawn  on  him  ;  that  Dr  Franklin  had  hitherto  saved 
that  necessity,  but  that  he  cannot  advance  much  more, 
unless  by  the  express  order  of  Congre&s.  H(»  says,  fur- 
ther, that  he  has  but  little  hopes  of  bans  or  subsidies  from 
Spain ;  that  tiie  ship  America  is  neither  sold  nor  engaged, 
and  (hat  the  Spanish  Court  seetus  determined  to  do.ooth* 
ing  until  the  campaign  ends. 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    MR   GAANB.  # 

Office  of  Finance,  December  3d,  1781. 

Sir, 

When  I  was  called  to  the  superinteodence  of  the  Amer- 
ican finances,  it  became  necessary  to  appoint  a  banker, 
with  whom  to  deposit  the  moneys,  which  were  to  be 
granted  by  the  Court  for  payment  of  my  bills.  Yottr 
house  naturally  presented  itself  to  my  consideration,  but  as 
1  knew  you  to  have  large  accounts  open,  and  as  1.  wished 
that  my  transactions  should  be  kept  in  a  separate,  clear, 
and  distinct  manner,  I  named  for  this  ptirpose  the  house  of 
Messrs  Le  Couteulx  &l  Co.  At  the  same  time,  I  wrote 
to  his  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  upon  that  subject, 
and  was  honored  with  his  answer  two  days  ago.  He  has 
mentioned  your  services  to  my  country  in  those  warm 
terms  of  gratitude,  which  are  due  to  early,  vigorous,  and 
disintere^ed  exertions.  My  deep  respect  for  the  opinions 
of  that  worthy  Minister,  my  desire,  on  all  occasions,  to 
evince  the  gratitude  of  my  country,  added  to  those  favor- 
able impressions,  which  your  conduct  has  made  upon  my 
mind,  have  induced  me  to  employ  yon  as  a  banker  in  the 
af&irs  of  the  United  States. 

You  wiH  be  pleased.  Sir,  to  close  your  former  accounts, 
and,  in  due  season,  to  transmit  them.  For  subsequent^ 
transactions,  you  will  open  new  accounts,  and,  from  time 
to  time,  keep  me  informed  of  the  state  of  our  affairs.  The 
allowance  formerly  made  of  one  half  per  cent,  on  the 
moneys  which  pass  through  your  hands  will  be  continued. 

The  intelligence  lately  received,  gives  strong  hopes  that 
the  loan  of  five  millions  of  guilders,  opened  in  Holland, 
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deposited  with  you, 
brotliei'   in  A 
mainiog  two  i 
As  I  am  n 
ceederi, I  do 


will  liBve  been  campleied  before  this  reaches  you.  One 
million  of  these  is  ap|)ropi'iRie<l  to  pnvchnsmg  certain  ar- 
ticles for  our  army  ;  and  I  now  direct  one  million  to  be 
d  one  million  with  the  house  of  your 
1,  subject  to  ii)y  drafts.  The  re- 
re  In  be  shipped  for  this  country, 
liy  inslrucied  that  this  loan  has  siic- 
jt  venture  to  draw  bills  on  you  ;  bin  in  case 
you  shall  be  in  cash  for  the  United  Stales,  which  I  expect 
will  happen,  you  will  pay  lo  Messrs  &t  Co., 

for  account  of  -Johu  Ross,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  livres ;  to  Messrs  Le  Couleulx  &£  Co.,  for  ac- 
count of  William  Biiioham,  one  liundret!  thousand  livres, 
and  to  John  Hotker,  for  account  of  John  Holker  Ills,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand.  From  each  of  these 
persons  you  will  take  quadmplicnie  receipts,  in  the  form 
following  ;     "Received,  of  ,  banker,  by  order 

of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Finances  of  the  United  Slates 
of  North   America,  on   behalf  of  the  sum  of 

being  so  much  paid  by  the  said  Slates  to 
him,  llic  said  for  wliich  1  have  signed  four 

receipts,   all  of  this  tenor  and   dale.      Done  in  Paris  this 
day  of  178      "      You   will    be 

pleased.    Sir,  lo   forward   to  me   three  of  the  copies    by 
opportunities. 
I  aju.  Sir,  he, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO  H.   JOLT   DS:  Vh£VBJ. 

Philadelphia,  December  3d,  1781. 

M.  de  Fieury  will  have  the  goodness  to  pardon  an  entii'Q 
stranger  for  intruding  one  moment  on  that  attention,  which 
is  engaged  in  so  many  important  objects.  I  have  been 
called,  Sir,  almost  at  the  same  time  with  you,  tliough  in  a 
different  country,  to  the  same  office.  The  intimate  alli- 
ance and  connexion  between  our  Sovereigns  is  such,  that 
we  are  engaged  in  the  same  cause.  My  'first  steps  have 
encountered  difficulties,  and  you  have  afforded  the  first 
means  of  surmounting,  them.  Thus,  I  flatter  myself,  from 
your  clear  view  of  die  interests  of  France,  that  you  are 
disposed  to  give  pecuniary  aid  to  America.  1  will  not 
pretend  to  delineate  the  advantages  resulting  from  it  to  the 
penetrating  mind,  which  has  already  conceived  them.  I 
will  only  add  my  wish,  that  your  name  may  be  enrolled 
among  those  true  friends  of  France,  who,  by  espousing 
warmly  the  cause  of  this  country,  have  shown  themselves 
to  be  equally  the  friends  of  all  human  nature.  To  defend, 
to  assert,  and  to  vindicate  the  insulted  rights  of  man  shall 
be  the  solid  ■  monument  of  glory,  which  his  Minister  will 
industriously  raise  for  your  royal  master.  With  every 
fervent  prayer  for  their  niost  perfect  success,  and  with  the 
sincerest  esteem  and  attachment,  I  pray  you  to  believe 
me  to  be,  Sir,  &ic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  December  5th,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  was  yesterday  morniog  iavoi'ed  ivith  yours  of  the  12th 
of  Se(>i!ember,  enclosing  third  cx>pies  of  your  two  letters  of 
the  26th  of  July,  aUo  a  cop^^  of  Count  de  Verg^nes' 
letter  to  you  of  the  23d  of  August.  I  find  hy  these  letters, 
tliiit  ibe  idea  I  had  entertained  as  to  the  advances  made  by 
the  Court  was  not  fso  fevHorahie  as  the  truths  and  that 
tlie  ten  inillioiis  of  livres^  or  five  millions  of  florins  to  be 
borrowed  in'  Holland,  will  be  over  and  above  those  ad- 
vancesv  How  much  pleasuire  I  receive  from  tliat>ctfcuin- 
stance,  you  will  easily  conceive,  ilt  iis  an  additional 
i^leasure,  that  the  labor  of  adjusting  the  matters  mentioned 
in  nciine  of  tbe  27tb  of  November,  will  be  saved  to  you. 
.  J  am  much  surprised  to  find  so  large  purchasies  made  oo 
accouDi  of  tbe  United  Stales  in  Holland*  If  everything 
else  were  equal,  the  generous  conduct  of  France  towards 
us  has  been  such,  that  I  cannot  but  tbink  that  every  posf 
sible  prefi(^reiice  ought  to  be  given  to  tlie  mafDufactiures  of 
that  nation*  But  thane  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  essential 
preferences  of  a  different  kind.  The  position  of  Anister* 
dam  is  unfavorable  in  a  war  with  England  to  a  conameroe 
with  this  country,  f^rance  also  can,  and  I  suppose  wiU 
give  CQDvoy,  to  tlie  articles  procured  there.  But  I.  will 
dwell  no  longer  oe  the  sulyeot,  for,  I  trust,  that  nothiog  of 
the  kind  will  happen  bcureafter. 

ShjQiwild  tbe  loan  be  obtained,  you  will4e  so 'kind.  Sir,  as 
to  deposit  one  r^iUk>n  of  florins  with  Mr  Grand^  to  whom 
I  will  pray  you  to  deliver  tbe  enclosed  letter.  I  sbaU, 
in  cQnsequence,  not  draw  upon  you  ht  a  mtUioa  of  livras 
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in  favor  of  Messrs  Le  Couteul](  &  Co.  as  I  intended ;  and, 
in  like  manner,  I  beg  leave  to  revoke  what  I  have  said  on 
the  subject  of  paying  all  balances  into  their  hands,  in  my 
letter  of  the  last.     One  million  of  iSorii^  you  will 

also  be  pleased  to  deposit  with  the  house  of  Grand  at 
Amsterdam,  sending  me  the  precise  address  of  both,  so 
that  I  can  direct  my  bills  properly  to  them.  Nearly  one 
million  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the  invoice  sent  in  my 
letter  of  the  last.      The  remaining  two  miiiion!^ 

I  wish  may  be  sliipped  from  France  in  gold  by  proper 
vessels  of  war,  which,  I  dare  say,  will  readily  be  provided 
by  M.  de  Castries. 

I  perceive  you  have  not  written  to  Congress  on  the  sub^ 
jects  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes  of 
the  23d  of  August,  which  I  am  glad  of.  The  more  that 
an  opinion  prevails  here  that  we  must  succor  ourselves,  the 
more  we  shall  do  it ;  and,  therefore,  I  shall  not  communi- 
cate what  you  have  said  for  the  present ;  but,  as  the  best 
acknowledgement,  I  shall  endeavor  to  further  the  opera" 
tions  against  the  common  enemy,  and  draw  forth  all  our 
resources  for  an  early  and  vigorous  campaign.  The 
splendid  and  important  success,  which  has  crowned  the 
combined  arms  in  Virginia,  is,  I  hope,  only  an  earnest  of 
what  is  to  be  done  next  year.  These  are  the  returns 
which  we  shall  make  to  the  King,  for  the  aid  he  so  gei|- 
erously  affords.  And  I  have  a  very  particular  satisfaction 
in  assuring  you,  that  throughout  this  country,  a  strong  at* 
tachment  to  the  French  nation  is  daily  taking  place  of  that 
blind  partiality,  once  felt  for  everytiiing,  which  bad  the 
name  of  English.  Let  me  add,  for  your  use,  a  piece  of 
mercantile  information  lately  communicated  to  me  from 
unquestionable  authority.     The  demand  for  Frepcb  goods 
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in  this  country  has  raised  the  prices  in  France  from  twenty 
to  thirty  per  cent.  The  importations  have  reduced  the 
prices  here  nearly  twenty  per  ceiit,  and  the  exchange,  you 
already  know,  has  heen  raised  considerably. 

L  shall  say  nothing  to  you  in  this  letter  oil  the  subject  of 
future  supplies,  further  than  what  is  contained  in  mine  of 
the  last,  because  I  feel  a  conviction,  that  you  wiU 

obtain  such  as  may  be  necessary.     I  will  only  repeat  what 
•  1  have  often  said,  let  them  be  early.     I  enclose  a  letter  to 
M.  de  Fleury,  which  you  will  either  deliver  or  not;  as  may 
best  answer  your  purposes. 

I  hope  often  to  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you, 
and  I  pray  you  to  believe  me  to  be,  with  very  great  truth, 
Dear  Sir,  &cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THR    GOVIilBNOH   OF    NSW   YORK.      « 

Office  of  Finance,  December  11th,  1781. 

Sir, 
I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  24th  of  last 
month,  covering  resolutions  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly 
of  the  21st  and  22d.  Yoii  will  easily  concdve  by  what 
passes  in  your  own  boeoni,  how  much  I  feel  at  a  represen* 
tation  of  distresses,  while  the  necessity  of  revenue  admits 
not  of  alleviation.  The  Legislature  are  undoubtedly  best 
able  to  discover  and  to  describe  the  evils,  which  afflict 
their  constituents,  and  I  should  almost  in  any  case,  bend 
before  so  high  an  authority.  But  the  situation,  in  which  I 
am  placed,  compels  me  to  make  some  observations,  which 
if  they  are  not  admitted  to  have  weight,  will  not  I  hope,  be 
considered  as  foreign  to  the  purpose. 


64  BOSERT  BfORRIB. 

It  is  contended  by  the  State  agent,  that  the  supplies, 
which  be  has  delivered,  and  those  which  he  liold?  ready 
to  furnish,  amount  fully  to  the  demand  for  specific  supplies. 
And  it  is  lamented,  that  tlie  army  have  subsisted  from  the 
neigiiborhood  of  West  Point  in  former  times,  leaving 
thereby  a  great  mass  of  certificates,  which  being  usdess 
to  the  inhabitants,  the  supplies  obtamed  have  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  operated  a  tax.  To  this  I  will  add,  that 
the  resolutions  of  your  Legislature  state  an  extra  expense,  • 
which  has  produced  a  tax  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  dollars.  If  these  exertions  joined  to 
the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  and  the  usurpations  complained 
of,  have  occasioned  distress,  they  at  least  demonstrate  the 
abilities  of  the  State  in  former  periods.  You  wtll  perceive, 
''that  I  am  now  about  to  supply  the  troops  by  contract, 
wherefore  a  ready  market  for  their  produce  must  imme- 
diately be  opened  to  the  inhabitants  of  your  State.  This 
will  enable  (hem  to  obtam  hard  money,  and  that  will  en- 
able them,  to  pay  taxes.  The  greet  object,  therefore,  of 
the  Legislature  will  be  to  adopt  a  vigorous  and  just  system 
jpf  taxation,  and  to  take  off  all  those  restraints  upon  the 
people,  which  injure,  afliict,  and  impoverish  them,  without 
producing  *ftny  advantage  ta  the  public.  The  army  must 
be  supplied  by  law  or  by  force.  The  latter  mode  is  de** 
testable,  and  as  to  the  former,  certainly  the  best  way,  in 
which  it  can  operate,  is.  to  raise  taxes  and  purchase  sup- 
plies ;  because  by  this  means  much  less  of  the  produce 
of  the  country  is  expended,  and  in  the  event,  the  payment 
of  the  people  is  by  the  produce  of  the  country,  that  being 
the  only  source  of  naiiona)  wealth. 

As  the  Legislature  seem  to  have  great  apprebensbns 
on  the  score  of  former  demands,  1  take  the  liberty  of  en* 
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closing  an  eslimatei  wbi«h  is  formed  on  the  supposition, 
that  all  the  specific  supplies  shall  have  been  delivered , 
which  as  )  have  already  had  the  honor  to  observe,  is  con- 
tended for  by  the  agent,  though  the  truth  of  it  cannot  be 
admitted  before  the  final  acijustfnent  of  tne  amount.  The 
burden  of  these  demands  would  In  such  case  be  very 
moderate.  It  is  my  intention  to  destroy  the  paper  money 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  called  in.  Wherefore  a  slight  exer- 
tion for  that  purpose  will  relieve  your  State  from  the  bur- 
den of  it. 

As  to  t,he  extra  expense,  which  has  accrued  to  the 
State  by  calling  new  levies  into  the  field,  it  is  the  business 
of  ibe  United  States  in  Congre^  to  determine  upon  it.  It 
is,  however,  my  duty  to  remark,  that  exclusive  of  the 
great  expense  of  additional  officers',  the  sum  there  stated 
as  a  bounty  is  fuHy  equal  to  the  pay  and  rations  of  so 
many  men  for  six  months.  I  am  sure  that  I  need  not  ob- 
serve to  your  Excellency  the  impracticability  of  carrying 
ou  a  war  where  it  costs  as  much  to  enlist  a  man  as  it  does 
to  feed  and  pay  him  for  six  months.  A  few  such  extra 
#corps  raised  in  eaeh  State,  and  the  bounties  charged  to  the 
United  States,  in  payment  6f  the  quota  would  immediately 
compel  Congress  to  disband  the  whole  arnriy  (or  the  want 
of  the  means  of  subsistence,  or  to  permit  the  troops  to 
plunder ^e  inhabitants. 

In  the  midst  of  those  complaints  of  your  situation  I  re- 
ceive a  particular  pleasure  from  the  assurance  that  the 
Legislature  will  contribute  to  the  general  service  of  the 
Union  their  proportion  of  well  established  funds.  I  hope 
the  recommendation  for  that  purpose  will  soon  come  under 
the  consideration  of  the  United  States  and  be  duly  ex- 
pedited. 

VOL.    XII.  9 
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I  liave  tbe  pleasure  to  add,  Sirrtbat^  a  report  from  ihis 
office  for  the  full  and  final  settlement  of  accounts  is  now 
before  the  Congress.  Whenever  a  determim^ion  shall 
have  been  made  it  will  be  transmitted. 

With  perfect  respect  and  esteem  I  aoi,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    GOVERNORS   OF    NORTH    CAROLINA,  SOUTB    CARO* 

LINA,    AND    GEORGIA. 

Office  of  Finance,  December  19th/  1781. 

Sir, 

In  my  circular  letter  on  that  subject,  i  have  already  had 
the  honor  to  transmit  the  requisitions  of  Congr/ess,  con- 
tained in  their  Acts  of  the  30th  of  October  and  2d  of  No- 
vember last,  by  which  the  quota  of  your  Stato  for  the  ye:ar 
1782   is  dollars,   payable   in  quarterly  payments, 

commencing  the  1st  day  of  April  next. 

The  distresses  which  your.  Stole  has  lately  suffered,  will 
not,  I  fear,  permit  the  collectioo  of  this  quota  in  hard 
money,  although  the  subsistence  of  the  ariny  will  naturaUy 
call  foi'  an  expenditure  to  a  great  amount  in  such  articles 
as  the  State  can  furnish.  The  mode  hitherto  pursued  of 
granting  receipts  and  ceriificates  by  every  one  empowered 
or  employed  to  impress  or  purchase,  cannot  buir  be  at- 
tended with  much  confusion  and  difficulty,  if  not  with 
oppression  and  fraud.  It  is  the  duty  of  those  who  are. 
intrusted  with  tlie  management  of  the  public  afiairs)  to  pre>- 
vent  as  much  as  possible  these  evils»  and  as  much  as  possi- 
ble to  equalize  and  diHiinisii  those  burdens,  which  the 
people  must  bear.  It  would  gjve  me  great  pleasure  to  be 
put  in  such  a  situation,  as  that  I  might  at  once  contract  for 
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thc^  supplies  of  the  southern. army  ;  hut  I  have  not  specie 
for  the  purpose ;  nor  do  I  find  that  taxes  are  yet  laid  in 
tlie  Southern  Slfiftes  to  -procure  it.  Wherefore,  I  must 
wait  yet  some  time^  until  the  public  treasury  is  replenished, 
until  the  hard  oioney  now  in  America  gets  somewhat  more 
difliised,  and  until  I  have  a  prospect  of  receiving  back  from 
those  States  in  bard  money  their  quota  of  tbe  public  taxes. 

ir>  this  situation  of  things,  I  have  devised  and  proposed 
to  the  Detegdttes  of  the  three  Southern  States,  the  follow- 
ing plan.  To  appoilAt  a  Receiver  of  the  taxes  in  each 
State,  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  Congress,  and  to  empower 
such  Receiver  to  issue  notes  on  the  warrants  of  the  Gene- 
ral, payable  in  those  taxes,  or  from  the  amount  of  them 
when  collected.-  "By  which  mieans  those  articles  necessary 
f©r  the  consumpti6n"of  the  army  may  be  purchased,  and 
tbe  quota  of  the  State  be  thereby  paid. 

The  Delegated  of  North  and  South  Camlina  thought  the 
plam  eligible,  but  one  ofilfe  Delegates  of  Georgia  was  dis- 
inclined to  that  part  of  it,  which  requires  fhe  previous  pass- 
ing of  a  law  to  raise  the  quota  of  taxes  called  for  by  the 
United  Stales.  1  am  this  morning  informed,  that  upon  a 
reconsideration  of  the  matter,  a  majority  of  the  Delegates 
of  South  Carolina  are  also  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter not  to  make  the  enacting  such  a  law  an  indispensable 
part  of  the  system.  I  am  v©ry  sorry  for  this  circumstance, 
because,  as  all  the  Delegates  from  the  three  States  men- 
lioned,  approve  of  the  plan  in  oth^r  respects,  f  did  expect 
their  warm 'recommendation  of  it  to  their  respective  Legis- 
latures ;  for  your  Excellency  wilV  perceive  at  a  single 
glance,  that  it  originated  in  the  sincere  desire  of  relieving 
those  States,  and  has  that  relief  for  its  object,  as  far  as  the 
public  service  of  the  United  States  will  possibly  permit. 
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• 
Those  gentlemen  who  object  to  making  a  tax  bill  the 

prelioiinary  to  any  issues  of  the  notes,  have  proposed  as  <aa 

expedient,  a  law,  promising  the  payment  of  the  notes  when 

taxation  shall  become  practicable,  compelling  the  receipt 

of  them  in  payment  as  specie,  and  limiting  the  prices  of 

those  articles,  which  the  army  may  want.     This  is  done  to 

obviate  two  objections,  which  are  supposed  to  be  against 

taxation,  that  the  state  of  the  country  will  not  admit  of  the 

collection,  and  that  those  who  have  no  property  left  but 

lands,  cannot  pay  the  taxes  without  extreme  distress. 

Before  I  go  into  any  detailed  observations  on  these  sub- 
jects, I  beg  leave  to  state  one  general  reason  why  I  must 
insist  on  the  tax  law,  even  if  in  oth6r  respects  I  should 
have  no  material  objections  to  the  expedient  proposed*  As 
Superintendent  of  the  Finances  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
my  duty  to  urge  a  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  Con- 
gress, and,  therefore,  to  facilitate  that  coraplianoe }  but  I 
should  betray  the  trust  reposed  b  me,  if  by  any  expedient 
whatever,  I  assisted  in  eluding  those  requisitions.  With 
me,  therefore,  the  propriety  of  passing  the  tax  bill  can  ad- 
mit of  no  question ;  and  in  consequence,  my  orders  are 
precise,  to  prevent  the  issue  of  a  single  note,  until  such 
bills  shall  have  been  enacted,  and  effectual  provision  made 
for  the  collection. 

I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  of  trespassing  on  your  pa- 
tience, with  some  observations  as  to  the  two  laws  proposed. 
And  first,  as  to  the  expediency  of  taxing,  and  the  weight  of 
the  objections  against  it.  When  it  is  considered,  that  the 
expenditures  of  the  army,  (supposing  the  war  to  be  carried 
ou  in  the  Southern  States,  must  greatly  exceed  the  amount 
of  the  sums  called  for  from  those  States,)  one  position  ie 
clear,  that  by  complying  with  (be  requisitiops  of  CongrqsSj 
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a  bafonce  of  money  must  necessarily  be  bradgbf  in  from 
the  other  States,  to  supply  the  defieiency  tif  the  whole 
revenue  in  those  particular  States,  when  compered  with 
the  amount  of  the  whde  expendkui-e.  But  by  neglectiog 
to  comply  .with  tlie  requisitions  of  Congress,  (as  it  mil  be 
impossible  to  supply  the  army  iii*the  same  regular  manner, 
which  prevails  elsewhere,)  the  whole  cost  of  the  expendi- 
ture will  fall  lit  the  first  instance  on  those  who  are  near  the 
seat  of '  war,  subject  to  a  future  settlement  of  accounts* 
Besides  which,  it  is«4emoostrafale,  that  this  latter  mode  of 
supply,  which  is  at  present  praetised,  is  very  wasteful  and 
expensive*  Nor  ie  this  the  obly  objection,  though  certainly 
a  ver}^  strong  one.  We  must  farther  consider,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  present  mode  of  taking  supplies,  the  burden 
falls  very  unequally  on  the  inhabitants,  and  of  course,  very 
unjustly.  I  fear  tl)at,  with  truth,  it  may  added,  that  in 
some  instances,  it  is  attended  with  strong  circumstances  of 
(^stress. 

Hetiee,.  then,  I  conelude  that  the  pruprtety  of*  taxa-^ 
tion  is  evident,  unless  the  reasons  against  it  are  of 
weight  sufficient  to  counterbalapee  the  incoovenienees, 
which  would  result  fcom  neglecting  it.  I  proceed, 
therefore,  to  examine  them.  Aod  first,- as  to  the  state 
of  the  country  and  the  means  of  collection.'  It  is  clear 
ttMit  within  the  enemy's  linea,  taxes  canaot  be  col* 
lected ;  but  out  of  tbem,  they  certainly  may  he*  For, 
aurely,  it  is  as  easy  to  compel  a  man  to  pay  money,  by 
seizing  his  property,  aa  it  is  to  seizin  that  property  for 
the  subsittence  of  the  troops.  There^  is»  hoivever,  this 
additional  advantage  in  taxing,  that  those  may  be  eom^ 
polled  to  pay,  who  have  not  artiejes  useful  for  the 
army,  as  well  as  those  who  have. .   The  objection,  that 
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Ui<Me  who  have  knd  only  will  be  distressed  by  the 
sale  of  it,  will  hare  just  as  much  weight  as  the  Legis- 
lature may  choose  to  give  it ;  for  if  no  taxes  are  raised 
on  land,  the  objection  will  vanish,  and  eertainiy  the 
Legislature  will  be  in  capacity  to  determine  whether 
any  tax  should  be  laid  on  it,  and  what  that  tax  should 
be. 

But,  farther,  it  appears  that  the  objection  is  calcu- 
lated to  faror  the  rich,  who  are  great  landholders,  in 
preference  to  the  poor,  who  labor  on  a  small  planta- 
tion ;  and  how  far  this  may  be  either  wise  or  just  is 
not  for  me  to  determine.  I  will,  however,  suggest  an 
expedient,  that,  as  the  taxes  are  payable  quarterly,  the 
first  two  quarters'  tax  should  be  raised  on  the  polls, 
the  slaves,  and  other  personal  property  in  the  State, 
and  the  land  tax  be  paid  on  the  l^t  quarterly  instal- 
ments. This  will  give  the  several  landholders  room 
to  turn  themselves,  so  as  to  provide  for  their  sever^l^ 
appropriations  in  season.  I  will  just  add  under  this 
head,  that  if  (as  there  is  some  reason  to  hope)  the 
southern  States  should  ke  totaiily  evacuated,  the  exten- 
sion of  their  commerce  will  soon  obviate  eve^  obyee- 
tion,  wtiioh  can  possibi5^  he  in  the  way  of  taxartioin. 

I  toast  observe  fbrther,  that  those  States,  which 
delay  the  kvying  of  tasces  to  answer  present  requisi- 
tions, will  become  totally  inoapabi^  of  complying  with 
future  ^alls,  and  consequently,  we  shall  always  be 
dealing  in  doubts  and  uncertainties,  instead  of  estab- 
iisAiing  that  confidence  and  vigor,  which  alene  can 
perfect  our  independence. 

I  come  now  to  the  proposed  taw  for  coxnpelling  the 
receipt   of  the   notes  and   regulating   the  prices  of 
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articles.  My  ofMnioD  of  «U  aucb  laws  is  decidadly 
fiae^.  I  know  both  from  reason  and  experieace,  that 
they  iajure  the  eredit  of  the  paper  tkey  appear  de^* 
signed  to  support.  They  show  doubts  in  the  mind  of 
the  Legiaktiure,  they  communioate  those  doabts  to  the 
breasts  of  the  people,  the  credat  of  the  paper  is  thf  n 
destroyed  before  it  is  issued,  and  all  the  after  opera- 
ttofi  of  the  law  is  one  continued  scene  of  fraud  and 
iniquity.  If,  therefore,  such  tax  bill  shall  be  passed 
as  will  permit  issuing  the  notes  in  question,  I  entreat, 
that  on  no  representation,  nor  for  any  caxise  whatever, 
any  law  be  passed  making  the  notes  a  tender,  valuing 
the  price  of  goods,  or  anything  of  that  sort.  I  ask 
for  no  embargo,  no  regulations.  On  the  contrary,  I 
wish  and  pray,  that  the  whole  detestafble  tribe  of 
restrictions  nay  be  done  away^  and  the  people  be  piii 
in  possession  of  that  freedom,  for  which  they  are  eon*' 
tendings  I  have  no  system  of  £nance,  except  that 
which  resttlta  frotti  the  plain  setf*eviiient  dictates  of 
moral  honesty.  Taxation  and  economy  are  the  two 
pillars  by  which  that  system  is  supported,  and  if  the 
several  States  will  provide  the  former,  I  will  pledge 
myself  for  the  latter,  as  far  as  my  abilities  will  permit. 
To  return  then,  Sir,  to  the  plan  I  hsive  to'  propose. 
It  is  simply  this.  I  expect  that  the  Legislature  of 
your  Stale' will  immediately  paos  laws  to  collect  by 
the  days  named  >  the  sums  called  for  from  them  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1782.  To  facilitate  the  cmlloctioa 
aiMl  payment  of  the  tax^as,  I  consent  to  receive  the 
nMes  signied  by  thd  Rdceiv«r  of  Uhe  oontimntal  Uxes 
(br  your  State.  If^  thenefore,  the  Legiskture  aj^ove 
of  my  ptan,  they  will  merely  add  a  elaiiee  rendering 
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those  notes  receivable  by  their  colleetprs  as  specie,  in 
the  Gontioental  taxes.  They  will,  I  doubt  not,  pro- 
vide the  ways  and  means  by  which  the  Receiver  shall 
dompel  the  several  collectors  to   pay  over   whatever 

• 

sums,  either  of  those  notes  or  of  hard  mooey,  they 
m^  have  received^  This  will  leave  it  purely  optional 
with  the  people  to  take  the  notes,  or  to  let  thein  alone* 
If  the  taxes  are  collected,  they  must  either  pay  those 
notes  or  hard  money.  If  they  pay  hard  money,  the 
notes  will  ootbe  necessary.  If  they  pay  the  notes, 
the  public  will  already  have  received  the  value  of 
them,  in  the  articles  for  which  they  are  first  paid. 

I  enclose  the  form  of  the  notes  and  the  denomina* 
tions,  and  I  will  appoint  the  Reoeiver  of  the  continental 
taxes  for  your  State,  as  soon  as  I  can  fix  on  a  proper 
person,  and  prepare  the  necessary  iostructions.  In 
the  meantime,  the  law  maf^  easily  be  paseed,  with  a 
clause  directing  the  mode  in  which  the  appointment  of 
such  Receiver  shall  be  announced  to  the  public* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c» 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THS   aoVKRNOR    OF    BHOPE    ISI^AND^ 

Office  of  Finance,  December  29th,  1781. 

Sir, 
I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  3d  pf 
last  month,  and  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  infor- 
mation it  contains.  There  is  now  before  Congress,  on 
a  report  from  this  office,  a  plan  for  liquidating  and  ad- 
justing the  accounts  of  the  several  States,  and  I  should 
sooner  have  answered  your  letter,  if  I  had  not  expected 
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the  pleasure  of  sending  forward  the  Act  of  Congress 
6n  that  subject  with  my  letter. 

I  have  no  doubt  bat  that  the  State  over  which  you 
preside,  has  made  great  exertions  In  the  common 
CBilse, -^and  but  for  the  exertions,  which  have  been 
made,  the  enemy  would  long  since  have  been  more 
suceessibl.  Every  State  in  the  Union  claims  the  merit 
of  extraordinary  efforts,  and  whose  claim  is  the  best;  I 
will  not  pretend  to  ascertain  ;  but  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  observe,  that  nothii^g  but  a  continuance  of 
active  exertions  on  our  part  can  possibly  assure  th#se 
objects,  for  which  so  much  has  already  been  done  and 
suff<M*ed.  Persuaded  that  the  wisdom  of  your  Legis- 
lature will  feel  equally  with  me  the  force  of  this 
observation,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  requisitions 
of  Congress,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1782,  will  be 
ponctually  complied  with. 

With  respect  to  the  impost  law,  I  will  not  say  any- 
thing more  about  it,  than  merely  to  remind  you  of 
what  has  already  been  said  in  former  letters.  The 
time  is  hastening  on,  when  it  must  be  determined, 
perhaps  forever,  whether  the  United  States  of  North 
America  shall,  or  shall  not,  possess  the  inestimable 
jewel  of  public  credit.  In  the  meantime,  the  Conduct 
of  those  in  public  life,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  this  object, 
must  determine  whether  or  not  they  are  really  the 
friends  of  their  country.  Mr  Warren,  who  is  now 
r  suppose  with  you,  will,  T  doubt  hot,  give  you  every 
information,  which  may  be  required  as  to  the  situation 
of  our  affairs,  and  his  genius  and  talents  will  enable 
him  to  place  in  a  much  stronger  |)oint  of  view  than 
an^  letter  from  me,  the  importance  of  complying  with 
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the  requiBttioiift  of  the  UqiM  St«t«s.  I  hope,  Sii^ 
you  will  pardon  me  for  adding,  that  if  eyeiy  Slate  in 
tbe  Union  haa  an  equal  right  with  yours  to  wait  uttil 
others  have  complied,  the  Congress  may  spare  tbeoH 
selves  the  trouble  of  doing  any  further  husiness,  and 
their  constituents  may  be  spared  tbe  expense  ef  ka^p* 
]|)g  them  together.  I  need  not,  I  am  perscwded,  go 
ititQ  a  detail  of  the  consequences. 
With  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  &e. 

ROBERT  MORBIS« 


CXaCVLAR   TO    TH]^    QOViJBNOJIS   0?   THj^   STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  3d,  1769. 

Sir, 

Althpugh  it  is  now  eleven  momths  sinqe  Congress  rec6m>> 
mended  an  impost  of  five  pe^  cent  on  goods  imported,  and 
on  prizes  and  prize  gpeds,  the  States  of  Massacbuaatts, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Maryland,  have  not  yet  complied  with 
U^it  recommendation. 

I  will  not  repeat  tbe  arguments  to  ioduce  a  compiiaeee, 
which  are  contained,  either  in  my  letter  of  tbe  97lh.of 
July,  or  elsewhere  ;  that  is  Mqnaceasary«  The  object  of 
this  letter  is  to  make  a  representation,  which  can  no  longer 
be  delayed  consistently  with  tbe  duties  I  owe,  either  to 
myself,  op  my  country.  A^d  although  it  is  principally 
designed  for  those  three  States  just  mentioned,  yet  I  tuansr 
mit  it  to  tbe  other  States,  (in  a  letter,  of  wbiobibefO)>y 
is  enclosed,)  because  sU  Ql^gbt  to  know  what  is  inierestieg 
to  all. 

Convinced  that  the  impost  reeomm<Vided  was  not  suffi-f. 
cient,  I  bad  devised  some  additional  funds  to  the  pnyment 
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of  cur  debts,  and*  the  support  of  oUr  credit.  Tbese  I 
should  have  submitted  *  to  the  consideration-  of  CongresB^ 
bwi  the  States  complied  with  their  forioer  reeommeii* 
datioH^. 

In  a  circular  letter^  dated  the  19th  of  October  last,  I 
had  the  iux$or  to  tniotiofiao  order  prohibiting  Loan  Offi- 
cers from  issuing  certificates  in  payn^ent  of  interest, 
together  with  the  reasons  for  which  it  was  made.  That 
order  haa  aiready  pfodneed  tauoh  clamortinioiig  .tbe.pub* 
lie  creditors'  This  I  ei&pected^  and  I  still  expect  that  it 
will  occasion  much  more.  >  ' 

The  public  debt  is.  Coosidefidble,  and  die  pvblic  eredit 
must  be  k»tf  if  the  interest  of  it  bo  not  provided  for.  Con* 
gross  have  done  tlwir  daty  in  requestiog  revenue,  and  I 
have  done  mine  in  soliciting  a  joon>pliane<e  with  their  re- 
^tiest.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  bear  testiiDooy  against 
those- who  oppose  that  eonifriiancey  and  to  declare,  tbat 
tfaey  and  tlie}*  only*,  must  be  responrible  for  ibe  ooose*^ 
qtiences.  They  are  answerable  to  the  other  Stales,  to 
tbeir  fellow  citiaens^  to  the  public  ccedit^s,  and  to  the 
wbolte  world* 

I  muet  speak  plainly  ou  this  subject.  1  .muBt  point  out 
from  time  tolime,  the  reason  of  those  (hings»  wbicb  have 
produced  murmurs  and  complaints <  agaiast  Xbe  reprecion-* 
talive  body  of  America.  I  must  direct  those  who  suffer, 
to  ihose  who  occasion  tbefr  sufferings,  and  those  who  are 
iQJ.uj:ed  to  (.hpise  who  havje  4ai>e  vhem  wrqiftg.  Led  me 
tiien  once  nuete  eafreat,  that  thi^  greec  objeetifae  seniousif 
cdiisldered.  Let  me  Hepeat,  ilm  the  hope  '6f  our  enemy 
is  in  the  derangetnetit  of  our  finances;  and  let  me  add, 
that  widen  revenue  i;^  ^iven^  that  bopp  must  cease.  He,^ 
tbciiistpMty  wbioi&pposefr  tbo  frtitt  of  fettolr  peveu«ie,  not  onijr 
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opposes  himself  to  the  dictates  of  justice,  but  be  labors  to 
GODtioue  the  war,  and  of  consequence  to  shed  more  bloody 
to  produce  noore  devastation,  and  to  extend  and  pioloog 
the  miseries  of  mankind. 

I  have  the  hooor  to  be,  &bc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 


CIKCULAR   TO   THE    GOYSRNOB8   OF    THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  8th,  1782. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  ordinance 
passed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  the 
31st  day  of  December,  1781,  incorporating  the  subscribers 
of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  together  with  sundry  reso« 
lutioDs  recommending  to  the  several  States  to  pass  such 
laws  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  giving  the  said  or* 
dinance  its  fiill  operatioii.  The  resohitions  of  the  26th  of 
May  last  sfioak  so  clearly  to  the  points  necessary  to  be  es-^ 
tablished  by  those  laws,  that  I  need  not  enlarge  on  them. 
Should  anything  more  be  found  necessary  upon  experi- 
ence, the  President  and  Directors  Iviil  no  doubt  make 
suitable  applications  to  Congress,  or  to  the  States  respec-* 
tively,  as  the  case  may  require. 

*  January  7th.  This  day  the  Natipnal  Bank  of  North  America 
opens  to  transact  business.  This  institution  I  am  persuaded  will 
flourish  under  the  management  of  honest  men  and  hottest  measures. 
The  present  direetors  are  such  men,  and  the  pr«Mnt  syatem  of 
meiwures  are  founded  in  principles  of  justice  and  equity.  There- 
fore, I  shall  most  cheerfully  assist  all  in  my  power,  to  establish  and 
support  this  Bank.  And  as  a  beginning,  I  have  this  day  issued 
my  warrant  on  the  treasury  for  two  hundred  thousand  ddKars  in 
part  of  the  shates,  which  I  ha^e  subscribed,  on  behalf  of  the  pfiiblie. 
JHary* 
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It  affords  me  greai  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  this 
Bank  comm«need  its  operations  yesterday,  and  I  am  con* 
fident  that  with  proper  management,  it  will  answer  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  those  who  befriend  the  in- 
stitution. It  will  facilitate  the  management  of  the  finances 
of  the  United  States.  The  several  States  may,  when 
their  respective  necessities  require,  and  the  abilities  of  the 
bank  will  permit,  derive  occasional  advantages  and  accom* 
iKodations  from  it.  It  will  afford  to  the  individuals  of  all 
the  Stales  a  medium  for  their  intercourse  with  each  other, 
and  for  the  payment  of  taxes  more  convenient  than  the  pre- 
cious metajs,  and  equally  safe*  It  will  have  a  tendency  to 
increase  both  the  internal  and  external  commerce  of  North 
America,,  and  undoubtedly  will  be  infinitely  useful  to  all 
the  traders  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  provided,  as  I 
have  already  said,  it  is  conducted  on  principles  of  equity, 
justice,  prudence,  and  economy.  The  present  directors 
bear  characters,  which  cannot  fail  to  inspire  confidence, 
and  as  the  corporation  is  anoenable  to  the  laws,  power 
can  neither  sanctify  any  improper  conduct,  nor  protect  the 
guilty.  Under  a  full  conviction  of  these  things,  I  flatter 
myself,  that  I  shall  stand  excused  for  recommending  in 
the  strongest  manner,  this  well  meant  plan,  to  all  the  en- 
couragement and  protectiou,  which  your  State  can  give, 
consistently  with  wisdom  and  justice. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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1X>   THE   0i^VmB»OU  or-  RHOUE    i8I<ANi>. 

Office  of  l*inance,  January  14th,  1782, 

The  delegates  of  Rhode  istond  did  me  the  honor  to 
comiDunicate  your  Excellency's  l^ter  of  the  24th  of  lasi 
month,  dir^tied  to  them.  I  have  carefully  eonaidered  that 
ieiter,  9od  now>  agreeably  to  my  promise  made  to  ttwm^ 
shall  endeavor  to  convey  my  sentinkents  upon  it  to  you. 
You  ineotion^  Sir,  that  the  Assembly  unaniaaously  coah 
'  eluded,  that  the  sura  of  two  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand 
dollars,  called  for  by  Congress,  to  be  so  large  as  that  it 
could  not  by  any  means  be  raised  in  specie,  and  yoo  say, 
further,  that  the  scarcity  of  cash  has  become  uncommonljr 
great. 

By  the  Acts  of  Coi^ress  on  that  subject,  you  will  per^ 
ceive  the  amount  of  tiixes  called  for  by  the  United  States^ 
to-be  eight  midiioDS  of  doliftrs*  I  cannot  pyetend  to  say, 
that  the  apportionment  has,  or  has  not  been  equal ;  but- 1 
am  persuaded  it  is  as  nearly  so  as  the  infermatfon,  whiet> 
could  have  been  obtained,  would  by  any  meaAs  admit. 
The  whole  sum.  Sir,  however  large  it  may  appear,  is  very 
much  short  of  our  former  anntial  expenditoces }  and,  I  am 
sorry  to  add,  that  it  is  certainly  short  of  what  will  be 
necessary,  even  with  the  strictest  ecoimmy.-  I  ami  eom- 
pelled  on  this  occasion  to  obsorvei  that  tbe  wont  of  Credit 
is  now  Timterially  felt.  Other  free  nations  find  infinite  re- 
lief from  the  oppressive  weight  of  taxation  by  anticipating 
the  public  revenue ;  but  we,  with  every  advantage  from 
nature  to  prevent  it,  are  obliged  to  bear  now  those  bur- 
dens, which  ought,  in  reason,  to  be  divided  with  succeed- 
ing generations.     To  obtain  credit,  We  must  provide  funds 
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amply  fiuffieient,  aot  ody  to  pay  the  jjrtf  rest  of  all  former 
(lebt%  boiti  foreign  and  domestic,  but  also  suffieieot  to 
liquidate  those,  which  we  may  find  it  necessary  is  future  to 
cantract  These  funds  roust  be  permanent,  ^^lear,  suffici^it) 
and  at  the  disposition  of  Congreas^  Nothing  short  of  that 
will  answer  the  purpose* 

In  the  meaotime,  the  interest  of  our  debt  is  as  great  as 
if  such  funds  were  given ;  aiid  to  pay  that  interest  will  cost 
as  omeb  to  the  people;  but  the  complaints  froea  every 
quartery  vutf*i  it  be  provided  for,  do  infinite  injury. 
Whereas,  if  funih  were  granted,  we  miglu  from  time  to 
time  obtain  loans,  both  at  borne,  and  abroad,  sufficient  to 
defray  a  great  proportion  of  our  annual  expenditure. 
You  will. easily  perceive  what  rdief  the  people  would  feel 
from  piying  the  interest  instead  of  the  principal.  Aa  to 
the  want  of  money,  your  Legislature  must  consider,  that 
there  must  always  be  such  want  from  the  very  nature  of 
tbtngs,  because  nothing  gives  to  money  its  value,  but  the 
imirersal  desire  of  obtaining  it ;  and,  of  conaequcnce,  the 
ease  with  which  all  the  necessaries,  conveniences,  and  lux* 
uries  of  life  are  obtained  in  exchange  for  it.  iii  is  the 
value  of  money,  which  has  induced  aU  wise  nations  to  raise 
the  supplies  in  coin,  rather  than  in'  produce^  because  there 
is  nothing,  which  so  facilitates  the  eoonofliy  of  public  re- 
sources. And  the  great  object  of  a  wise  and  just  gonrero* 
roent  is»  to  reduce  as  low.as  possiUe  the  burdens,  which 
i\}e  people  must  bear,  (or  their  own  preserva^n,  safety, 
and  advantage.  The  want  of  money  always  has  been,  and 
now  is  complained  of  throughout  the  United  States.  This 
want  will,  however,  be  aoon  remedied  in  some  degree  by 
the  baok  paper  $  and  furtbor,  it  must  be  remembered,  that 
as  the  public  wants  will  call  (or  an  expenditure  fester  than 
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the  €ollection  of  taxes  will  take  place,  those  taxes  will  bf 
no  means  decrease  the  general  circulating  medium,  and  if 
that  medium  be,  as  is  said  and  as  I  really  believe,  de- 
ficient, commerce  will  continue,  as  at  present,  to  increase 
it  by  the  daily  importation  of  specie  from  abroad. 

The  taking  of  specific  supplies  has,  by  experience,  been 
found  unequal  to  the  object,  ahd  is  extremely  wasteful  and 
expensive.  Many  articles  produced  in  the  several  States, 
in  themselves  very  valuable,  will  by  no  means  admit  of 
transportation  ;  and  even  those,  which  will  admit  of  it,  can 
seldom  be  brought  to  the  place  where  Aey  must  be  con- 
sumed, but  at  an  expense  which,  in  many  instances,  ex- 
ceeds the  original  value. 

1  am  convinced,  nevertheless,  that  there  is  force  in  your 
observation,  on  the  propriety  of  expending  within  th0  State 
as  much  of  the  revenue  drawn  from  it  as  can  consist  with 
the  general  interest  of  the  Union.  This,  Sir,  must,  never- 
theless, depend  in  a  great  degree  upon  the  cheapness^  with 
which  your  citizens  will  furnisti  such  things  as  the  public 
may  want.  While  they  industriously  make  and  cheaply 
vend  Aosc  things,  which  the  necessities  of  mankind  re- 
qnire,  they  need  not  apprehend  a  want  of  money  ;  for  as, 
on  the  one  band,  he  will  get  most  of  a  commodity,  who 
will  give  for  it  the  most  money ;  so^  on  the  other,  he  will 
get  the  most  money  who  will  give  for  it  the  most  of  a  com- 
modity.  Your  honorable  delegates  inform  me,  that  many 
articles  fit  for  our  use,  and  in  particular  blankets  and  wool- 
len  stockings,  are  manufactured  in  your  State,  and  can  be , 
hSorded  to  the  United  States  on  good  terms.  If  so,  it  is 
very  probable^  that  not  only  the  revenue  called  for  may  be 
expended  there,  but  even  a  greater  sum.  I  will  give 
orders  to  the. Clothier  General  to  make  inquiries  immedi- 
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ately  as  to  the  quantities  nnd  prices  of  articles  proper  for 
his  department . in  yoiir  State;  and  to  purchase,  if  they 
can  be  had  upon  proper  terms. 

As  to  making  any  agreement  for  specific  articles,  I  can- 
not  undertake  it,  because  I  have  already  made  contracts 
for  most  of  the  articles,  which  we  may  want,  payable  in 
money  ;  and  I  am  too  distant  to  judge  of  pricei^ ;  nor  is  it 
possible  for  the  humtm  mind  in  that  complicated  scene, 
which  engrosses  every  moment  of  my  time,  sufficiently  to 
attend  to  such  minute  details.  The  business  of  govern- 
ment mtUst  be  simplified,  in  order  that  it  may  be  well  con- 
ducted, and  to  do  this  is  with  me  a  very  principal  object. 
Your  Excellency  will  perceive,  that  [  am  authorised  to  ap- 
point a  Receiver  of  the  Continental  taxes  within  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  I  shall  make  the  appointment  within  your 
State  very  speedily.  I  have  every  disposition  to  comply 
with  your  wishes,  and  will  give  such  instructions  to  the 
Receiver,  as  that  he  may  from  time  to  time  facilitate  the 
views  of  the  Legislature  and  lighten  Hie  burdens  of  the 
people,  which  I  sincerely  assure  your  Excellency  is  an 
object  that  lies  nearest  my  heart. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    07    CONaRSSS. 

Office  of  Finance,  Janaary  15th,  1782. 
tf) 

Finding  by  the  Act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  of 
the  7th  instant,  that  I  am  instructed  to  prepare  and  report 
a  table  of  rates,  at  which  the  different  species  of  foreign 
coins  most  likely  to   circulate  within  the  United  States 
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shaii  be  received  at  the  Treasury,  I  have  been  induced 
agam  to  turn  my  attention  to- an  object,  which  has  em- 
ployed my  thoughts  very  frequently,  and  which  would 
have  been  long  since  submitted  to  Congress,  had  I  not 
been  prevented  by  other  business,  and  much  delayed  by 
those  things  relating  to  this  business,  which  depended  upon 
others.  I  shall  now  pray  leave  to  deliver  my  sentiments 
somewhat  at  large  on  this  subject. 

The  United  States  labor  under  many  inconveniences 
and  even  disadvantages,  which  may  at  present  be  remedied, 
but  which,  if  suffered  to  continue,  would  become  incurable, 
and  lead  to  pernicious  consequences.  It  is  very  fortunate 
for  us^  that  the  weights  and  measures  used  throughout 
America  are  the  same.  Experience  has  shown  in  otiiar 
countries,  that  the  efforts  of  the'  legrslator  to  change  weights 
and  measures,  although  fully  seconded  by  the  more  en- 
lightened part  of  the  community,  have  been  so  strongly 
opposed  by  the  popular  habits  and  prejudices,  that  ages 
have  elapsed  without  producing  the  desired  effect.  I  re- 
peat,  therefore,  that  it  is  happy  for  us  to  have  throughout 
the  Union  the  same  ideas  of  a  mile  and  an  inch, 
a  hogshead  and  a  quart,  a  pound  and  an  ounce.  So  far 
oujr  commercial  dealings  are  simplified  and  brought  down 
to  the  level  of  every  capacity. 

With  respect  to  our  money,  the  case  is  very  widely 
different.  The  ideas  annexed  to  a  pound,  a  shilling,  and 
a  penny,  are  aln)osL  as  varipus  |is  the  States  themselves. 
Calculations  are,  therefore,  as  necessary  for  our  inland 
commerce  as  upon  foreign  exchanges.  And  the  com- 
monest things  become  intricate  where  money  has  anything 
to  do  with  them.  A  farmer  in  New  Hampshire,  for  in- 
stance, can  readily  form  an  idea  of  a  busliel  of  wheat  in 


DIPLOMATIG  GORRESFOND£NC£.  88 

South  Carolina,  weighing  sixty  (lounds,  and  placed  at  one 
hundred  miles  from  Charleston ;  but,  if  he  ivere  told,  that 
m  si^ch  situation  it  is  vTorth  twentyone  shillings  add  cigbt 
pence,  he  would  be  obliged  to  make  many  inquiries,  and 
form  some  calculations  before  he  could  know  that  this  sum 
meant  in  general  what  he  would  call  four  shillings ;  and 
even  then  he  would  have  to  inquire  what  kind  of  coin  that 
four  shillings  was  paid  in,  before  he  could  estimate  it  in  bis 
oWh  mindj  according  to  the  ideas  of  money,  which  he  had 
iktitribed.  Difficulties  of  this  sort  do  not  occur  to  farmers 
alone.  They  are  perplexing  to  roost  men,  and  trouble- 
somte  to  all.  It  is,  however,  a  fortunate  cireumstance, 
that  money  is  so  much  in  the  power  of  the  Sovereign, 
as  that  he  can  easily  lead  the  people  into  new  ideas  of 
it;  and  even  if  that  were  not  the  case,  yet  the  loose 
state  in  which  our  currency  has  been  for  some  years 
past,  has  opened  the  way  for  receiving  any  impres- 
sionsr.on  that  subject. 

As,  we  are  now  shaking  off  the  inconveniences  of  a 
depreciating  medium,  the  present  moment  seems  to  be 
that,  in  which  a  general  currency  can  best  be  estab- 
lished,  so  as  that  in  a  few  months,  the  same  names  of 
money  will  mean  the  same  things  in  the  several  parts 
of  the  United  States. 

Another  inconvenience,  which  admits  of  the  same 
easy  remedy,  and  which  would  indeed  be  cured  by 
the  very  same  Act,  is  the  want  of  a  legal  tender. 
This  is  as  necessaty  for  the  purposes  of  jurisprudence, 
a»  a  general  currency  is  for  those  of  commerce.  For 
although  there  is  great  impropriety,  not  to  say  injus- 
tice, in  compelling  a  man  to  receite  a  part  of  his  debt 
in   discharge   oT  the  whole,   yet  it  is  both  just  and 
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proper,  that  the  law  should  protect  the  honest  debtor, 
who  i»  willing  to  pay,  against  the  yexatious  suits  of  an 
oppressive  creditor,  who  refuses  to  receive  the  full 
value. 

The  nature,  value,  and  use  of  money  have  always 
otcasioned  strong  temptations  to  the  commission  of 
fraud,  and  of  consequence,  the  pi^actiee  of  counterfeit- 
ing is  coeval  with  that  of  coining.  No  government 
can  guard  its  subject  entirely  against  the  wicked  inge- 
nuity, which  has  been  exercised  in  this  respect.  But 
it  has  always  been  the  object  of  every  wise  govern- 
ment to  take  all  the  precautions  against  it,  which  are 
within  the  compass  of  human  ability.  These  precau- 
tions will  be  least  effectual  where  the  coins  are  so 
numerous,  that  the  knowledge  of  thejn  being  a  kind 
of  science,  the  lower  order  of  citizens  are  constantly 
injured  by  those  who  carry  on  the  business  of  debasing, 
^  sweating,  clipping,  counterfeiting,  and  the  like*  It  is, 
therefore,  to  be  lamented,  that  we  have  so  many  dif- 
ferent coins  in  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  mention  what  is  in  every- 
body's mouth,  that  the  precious  metals  were  first  used 
as  bullion,  and  that  the  inconvenience  of  weighing, 
and  the  difficulty  of  .assaying  introduced  the  practice  of 
coining,  in  order  that  the  weight  and  fineness  might 
be  known  at  the  first  .view,  and  of  consequence,  the 
value  be  instantly  ascertained.  It  is.  equally  unneces- 
sary to  observe,  that  the  great  privilege  of  declaring 
this  value  by  particular  marks  has,  among  all  nations^ 
been  vested  exclusively  in  the  Sovereign.  A  trust  so 
important  could  not  rndeed  l)e  vested  anywhere  else ; 
because  the  danger  of  abusing  it  was  too  great.     And 
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history  informs  us,  that  Sovereigns  themselves  have 
not  on  this  occasion  behaved  with  that  integrity ,  which 
was  alike  due  to  their  subjects  and  to.  themselves,  to 
the  interests  of  their  people  and  their  own   personal 

glory. 

Experience  has  already  told  us,  that  the  advantage 
of  gold  as  a  coin  is  in  this  country  very  considerably 
diminished,  for  every  distinct  piece  must  be.  weighed 
before  it  can  be  safely  received.  Both  gold  and  silver 
coins  are  indeed  preferable  in  one  respect  to  common 
bullion,  that  the  standard  is  presumed  to  bo  just,  and 
consequently,  they  are  received  without  the  delays 
and  expenses  of  assaying.  It  must,  however,  be  re- 
membered, that  they  are  all  foreign  coins,  and  of 
course,  we  are  not  only  exposed  to  the  tricks  of  indi* 
viduals,  but  should  it  suit  the  interest  or  convenience 
of  any  Sovei*eign  to  make  base  money  for  us,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  it.  If,  for  instance,  the  King  of 
England,  or  any  of  his  Birmingham  artists,  should 
coin  guineas  worth  but  sixteen  shillings  sterling,  our 
citizens  would  readily  and  freely  receive  them  at 
twentyone  shillings  sterling.  It  is  my  duty  to  men- 
tion to  Congress  information  I  have  received,  that 
guineas  of  base  metal  are  coined  at  Birmingham  so 
well  as  to  escape  any  common  attention.  Now  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  that  .every  such  guinea  received  here 
would  be  a  national  loss  to  us  of  an  English  crown. 
How  much  we  suffer  in  this  way  at  present  it  is  impos- 
sible to  estimate. 

What  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  observe  con- 
tains some  of  the  reasons  why  it  appears  to  me  highly 
necessary,  that  an  American   coin  should  be  adopted 
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without  delay^  and  to  these  reasons  it  may  be  added^ 
that  there  is  a  want  of  small  money  for  the  eommoa 
occasions  of  trade,  or  that  it  is  more  felt  by  our  sol-' 
diery  than  any  other  persons.  For  the  little  pay, 
which  they  do  receive^  being  either  in  gold  or  at  best 
in.doliars^  the  sutlers  and  others  with  whom  they  have 
dealings^  continually  take  the  advantage  of  their  want 
of  change,  and  rate  the  prices  of  their  goods  accord- 
ingly. 

Shortly  after  my   appointment,  finding  that  there 

was  a  considerable  quantity  of  public  copper  at  Boston, 
I  ordered  it  round  to  this  place.  It  has  safely  arrived, 
and  will  when  coined  amount  to  a  considerable  sum. 
The  necessary  machinery  of  a  mint  can  be  easily 
made,  and  there  are  persons  who  can  perform  the 
whole  business.  I  must  pray  leave,  therefore,  to  sub^ 
mit  to  Congress  some  few  more  particular  remarks  on 
this  subject,  as  introductory  to  a  plan  for  an  American 
coin. 

Although  most  nations  have  coined  copper,  yet  that 
metal  is  so  impure,  that  it  has  never  been  considered 
as  constituting  the  money  standard.  This  is  affixed  to 
the  two  precious  metals,  because  they  alone  will  admit 
of  having  their  intrinsic  value  precisely  ascertained. 
But  nations  differ  very  much  in  the  relation  they  have 
established  between  gold  and  silver.  In  some  Euro- 
pean countries  an  ounce  of  pure  gold  passes  for  fifteon 
ounces  of  pure  silver.  In  others  for  fourteen.  In 
China  it  passes  for  much  less.  The  standard,  there- 
fore, which  is  affixed  to  both  metals  is  in  reality 
affixed  to  neither.  In  England,  gold  is  to  silver  nearly 
in  the  proportion  of  one   to  fifteen,  and  in   France 
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nearly  of  one  to  fourteen.  If  a  man  carries-  fourteen, 
ounces  of  gold  from  France  to  England  he  receives 
<  two  hundred  and  ten  ounces  of  silver,  which  in  France 
purchases  fifteen  ounces  of  gold.  In  like  manner-  he 
who  carries  from  England  fourteen  ounces  of  stiver  to 
France  receives  one  ounce  of  gold,  which  in  England 
purchases  fifteen  ounces  of  silver.  If  it  be,  then,  sup» 
posed  that  the  coins  of  these  two  countries  were  alike 
pure,  it  mast  follow  that  in  a  short  time  all  the  gold 
coin  of  full  weight  w^uld  be  in  England,  and  all  the 
silver  coin  of  full  weight  in  France.  But  the  light 
silver  ciroalating  in  England,  and  the  light  gold  in 
France,  the  real  standard  of  coin  in  each  would  be 
different  from  the  legal,  and  seek  a  medium  of  four- 
teen and  a  half  of  silver  for  one  of  gold,  although  the 
legal  standard  might  still  he  in  the  one  place  fifteen 
and  in  the  other  fourteen. 

The  demand  which  commerce  might  make  for  any 
of  the  precious  metals^  in  preference  ef  the  other, 
would  vary  this  real  ^andard  from  time  to  time,  and 
in  every  payment  a  man  would  get  m^re  or  less  of 
real  value  for  his  debt,  according  as  he  was  paid  in  the 
eoin  of  greater  or  less  value,  in  relatitm  to  the  real 
standard.  If,  for  instance,  the  debt  were  contracted 
when  the  silver  was  to  gold  as  one  to  fifteen,  and  paid 
when  as  one  to  fourteen ;  if  the  debt  were  paid  in 
silver  he  would  gain  one  thirtieth,  and  if  in  gold  he 
would  lose  one  thirtieth*  In  England  the  money 
standard  is  rather  affixed  to  gold  than  to  silver,  because 
aill  payments  are  made  in  the  former ;  and  in  France 
it  is  rather  affixed  to  silver  than  to  goM. 

Arguments  are  cinnecessary  to  sho%v,  that^the  s^afe 
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.  by  which  everything  is  to  be  measured  ought  to  be 
as  fixed  as  the  nature  of  things  will  admit  of.  Since, 
therefore,  a  money  standard  affixed  to  both  the  pre- 
cfious  metals  will  not  give  this  certain  scale,  it  is  better 
to  make  use  of  one  only.  Gold  is  more  valuable  than 
stiver,  and  so  far  must  have  the  preference.  But  it  is 
•from  that  very  circumstance  the  more  exposed  to 
fraudulent  practices.  Its  value  rendering  it  more 
portable  is  an  advantage,  but  it  is  an  advantage,  which 
paper  possesses  in  a  much  greater  degree^  and  of  con- 
sequence the  confimercial  nation  of  England  has  had 
recourse  to  paper  for  the  purposes  of  its  trade,  although 
the  mass  of  circulating  coin  is  gold.  It  will  always  be 
in  our  power  to  carry  a  paper  circulation  to  every 
proper  extent.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that 
our  money  standard  ought  to  be  affixed  to  silver. 

But  silver  is  liable,  like  everything  else,  to  a  change 
of  value.  If  there  is  a  demand  for  it  to  export,  the 
value  will  rise ;  if  the  contrary  it  will  hU  ;  and  so  far 
li  cannot  be  considered  as  a  fixed  measure  of  value. 
Before  this  objection  be  considered  it  will  be  proper  to 
make  a  few  reflections  on  another  part  of  the  present 
subject ;  but  in  this  place  I  remark,  that  if  the  objec- 
tion cannot  be  rennoved,  we  must  not  suffer  it  to  be 
preponderate,  because  it  weighs  alike  against  every 
other  metal. 

To  coin  money  is  a  certain  expense,  and  of  course 
it  is  an  expense,  which  must  be  borne  by  the  people. 
In  England  the  coin  when  melted  will  sell  as  bullion 
for  just  as  much  as  its  weight  in  other  coin.  The  ex- 
pense of  coinage  is  paid  by  the  Crown,  and  of  course 
it  is  raised  by  taxes  from  the  people.     In  France  the 
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coinage  instead   of  being  expensive   yields  a  profit. 
The  price  given  for  metal  at  the  mint  is  about  eight 
per  cent  less  that!  the  same  quantity  will   yield   when 
coined  at  the  French  standard.     Both  of  these  methods 
are  liable   to  objections.     When   commerce  demands 
an  exportation  of  bullion'  from   England,   the  coin  of 
the  kingdom  goes  out  in  common  with  others.     This 
increases,  of  course,  the  national  expense   of  coinage. 
Laws  to  prevent  the  exportation,  or  importation  of  any 
thing  so  valuable  as  money  are  always   nugatory,  be- 
cause they  always  can  be  eluded,  and  therefore  when 
private  interest  requires  it  they  always  will  be  eluded. 
That  the  guineas  of  England,  therefore,  are  not  con- 
tinually going  away  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  extraor- 
dinary value  affixed  to  gold,  which  has  just  been  men- 
tioned,   and  which    banishes   silver   continually.       In 
France  the  people  are  riot  liable  to  this  inconvenience, 
because  their  money  patsing  for  more  than  its  value  in 
bullion,  bullion  will  always  be  exported  in  preference 
to  coin.     But,  for  the  same  reason,  there   is  always  a 
strong  temptation  to  imitate  their  coin  and  send  it  for 
the  purchase  of  their  commodities.     It  would  be   both 
impossible   and    unnecessary    to  distinguish   the   true 
from  the  false,  because  both  would  be  of  equal  intrinsic 
value.     The  place  at  which  they   were  struck   would 
be  indifferent  to   the  receiver.     Of  consequence,  the 
foreigner  who  made  French  coin,  would   gain   by  his 
trade,  and  the  French  nation   would   lose   proportfbn- 
ably. 

Thd  money  paid  for  coining,  or  the  coinage  of  France 
has,  however,  this  advantage,  that  the  money  is  a  standard, 
wliich  does  not  fluctuate  with  the  price  of  bullion.     Thii 
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coififige  isy  as  has  beao  said,  about  eight  per  cent.  Wben 
bullion  is  below  ninetytwo,  it  is  carried  to  the  mint ;  wben 
above  ninetytwo,  to  the  broker,  or  the  silversmith.  The 
coin  still  oontiflues  fixed,  nor  will  it  bear  exportation  until 
bullion  rises  to  a  hundred,  when  the  French  coin  would 
be  as  liable  to  exportation  as  the  English.  In  that  case,  it 
would  be  exported  on  one  hand,  while  on  the  otlier  no 
more  would  have  been  coined  for  a  considerable  period, 
because  to  make  the  eight  per  cent  coinage,  it  would  be 
necessary  that  the  mint  price  should,  be  ninetytwo.  The . 
coin,  therefore,  could  not  (png  be  exported,  if  at  all, 
but  would  resume  tits  value.  The  price  of  bullion  must 
float  between  ninetytwo  and  a  hundred,  while  the  coin 
would  preserve  its  fixed  quality  as  money. 

Hence  then,  it  appears  proper,  that  the  price  of  coining 
should  be  defrayed  by  the  coinage ;  because,  first,  it  is 
natural  and  proper,  that  the  price  should  be  paid  when  the 
benefit  is  received,  and  that  the  citizen  in  return  for  the 
advantage  of  being  ascertained  in  the  value  of  the  medium 
of  commerce  by  the  sovereign,  should  pay  for  ascertaining 
it,  just  as  much  as  that  he  should  pay  for  the  fashion  of  the 
plate  he  uses,  or  the  construction  of  the  cart  he  employs. 
Secondly,  it  is  right  that  money  should  acquire  a  value  as 
money,  distinct  from  that  which  it  possesses  as  a  commo- 
dity, in  order  that  it  should  be  a  fixed  rule,  whereby  to 
measure  the  value  of  all  other  things*  And , thirdly,  it  is 
wise  to  prevent  the  cxportalion  of  coin,  which  would  in- 
voi^i^an  unnecessary  national  expense,  and  also  to  prevent 
)he  imitation  of  it  abroad,  so  as  to  c^e^te  a  national  loss. 
For  both  of  which  purposes,  it  is  proper  that  the  coinage 
sboul(W)nIy  defray^  the  expense,  without  making  any  con- 
siderable profit.    The  laws  usual  in  all  countries,  with  re- 
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speetto  the  mdnejr,  will  then  fuUy  operate  the  effect  in* 
tended. 

In  order  that  a  coin  may  be  perfectly  intelligible  to  the 
whole  people,  it  must  have  some  affinity  to  the  former  cur- 
rency. This,  therefore^  will  be  requisite  in  the  present 
case.  The  purposes  of  commerce  require,  that  the  lowest 
divisible  point  of  money,  or  what  is  more  pr6perly  called 
the  money  unity  should  be  very  small,  because  by  that 
means,  price  can  be  brought  in  the  smallest  things  to  bear 
a  proportion  to  the  value.  And  although  it  is  not  abso- 
lutely necessary,  yet  it  is  very  desirable,  that  money  should 
be  increased  in  decimal  ratio,  because  by  that  means  all 
calculations  of  interest,  exchange,  insurance,  and  the  like, 
are  rendered  much  more  simple  and  accurate,  and  of 
course,  more  withm  tbl)  {X)wer  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
people.  Wherever  such  things  require  much  labor,  tim^, 
and  reflection,  the  greater  number  who  do  not  know,  «re 
made  the'  dupes  of  the  smaller  number  who  do. 

The  various  coins  which  have  circulated  in  Americafhave 
undergone  di^ent  changes  in  their  value,  so  that  there  is 
hardly  any  which  can  be  considered  as  a  general  standard, 
nnless  it  be  Spanish  doHars.  Theso  pass  in  Georgia  at 
five  shillings,  in  North  Carolina  and  New  York  at  eight 
shillings,  in  Virginia  and  the  four  Eastern  States  at  sif 
shillings,  and  in  all  the  other  States,  excepting  South  Caro« 
lina,  at  seven  shillings  and  sixpence,  and  in  South  Carolina 
at  thirtytwo  shillings  and  sixpence.  The  money  unit  of  a 
new  coin  to  agree,  without  a  fraction,  with  ail  these  ^HTer- 
-  ent  values  of  a  dollar,  excepting  the  last,  wilt  be  the  huf^ 
teen  hundred  and  fortieth  part  of  H  dollar,  equal  to  the  six- 
teen hundredth  part  of  a  crown.  Of  these  units,*^enty- 
four  will  be  a  penny  of  Georgia,  fifteen  wtt  be  a  penny  of 
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North  Carolina  or  New  York,  twenty  will  be  a  penny  of 
Virginia  ahd  the  four  Eastern  States,  sixteen  will  be  a 
penny  of  nil  the  other  States,  excepting  South  Carolina, 
and  fortyeight  will  be  thirteen  pence  of  South  Carolina. 

It  has  already  been  observed,  that  to  have  the  money 
unit  very  small,  is  advantageous  to  commerce ;  but  there 
is  no  necessity  that  this  money  unit  be  exactly  represented 
in  coin,  it  is  sufficient  that  its  value  be  precisely  k«own. 
On  the  present  occasion,  two  copper  coins  will  be  proper, 
the  one  of  eight  linits,  and  the  other  of  five.  These  may 
be  called  an  Eight,  and  a  Five.  Two  of  the  former  will 
make  a  penny  Proclamation,  or  Pennsylvania  money,  and 
three  a  penny  Georgia  money.  Of  the  latter,  three  will 
make  a  penny  New  York  money,  and  four  a  penny  lawful, 
or  Virginia  money.  The  money  unit  will  be  equal  to  a 
quarter  of  a  grain  of  fine  silver  in  coined  money.  Pro* 
ceding  thence  in  a  decimal  ratio,  one  hundred  would  be 
the  lowest  silver  coin,  and  might  be  called  a  Cent.  Jt 
wouM  contain  twentyfive  grains  of  fine  silver,  to  which  may 
be  added  two  grains  of  copper,  and  the  whole  would  weigh 
one  pennyweight  and  three  grains.  Five  of  these  would 
make  a  Quints  or  five  hundred  units,  weighing  five  penny* 
weight  «nd  fifteen  grains ;  and  ten  would  make  a  Markf 
or  one  thousand  units,  weighing  eleven  pennyweight  and 
six  grains. 

If  the  mint  price  of  fine  silver  be  established  at  twenty- 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirtyseven  units  per  pound, 
thisr4}Mng  coined  would  be  four  times  five  thousand  seven 
kindred  and  sixty  grains^  or  twentythree  thousand  and 
forty  units.  The  diflference  is  eight  hundred  and  three 
units,  and  therefore  the  coinage  is  eight  hundred  and  three, 
or  twentythree  ibousand  and  forty,  or  somewhat  more  than 
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three,  fortyeight-one-bundred  per  cent,  wliicb  would  be 
about  the  expense  attending  it.  A  dollar  contains  by  the 
assays,  which  I  have  been  able  to  get,  about  three  hundred 
and  seventjrthree  grains  of  fine  silver,  and  that  at  the  mint 
price  would  be  fourteen  hundred  and  forty  units.  In  like 
manner,  if  crowns  contain  from  four  hundred  and  fourteen 
to  four  hundred  and  fifteen  grains  of  fine  silver,  they  would, 
at  the  mint  price,  be*  worth  sixteen  hundred  units. 

When  such  a  com  shall  have  been  established,  the  value 
of  all  others  would  be  easily  ascertained,  because  nothing 
more  would  be  necessary  'than  to  have  them  assayed  at 
the  mint.  The  advantage  of  possessing  legal  money,  in 
preference  of  any  other,  wouM  induce  people  to  carry 
foreign  coin  to  the  mint,  until  a  sufficiency  were  struck  for 
the  circulating  medium.  The  remaiirder  of  the  foreign 
silver,  together  with  the  gold,  should  be  left  entirely  to  the 
operations  qf  commerce  as  bullion. 

In  the  present  moment,  it  is  by  no  means  of  such  conse- 
quence to  establish  the  relative  value  of  different  coins,  as 
to  provide  a  standard  of  our  own,  by  which  in  future  to 
estimate  them.  If  the  value  were  now  sought,  they  must 
all  be  estimated  i^  dollars,  because  dollars  are  called  for 
in  the  several  requisitions  of  Congress.  Without  tBoticing 
the  preference  thus  given  of  ouq  coin  over  another,  It  is 
sufficient  to  observe,  that  if  a  greater  alloy  should  be  intro- 
duced by  the  Spanish  government  into  their  dollars,  our 
interior  regulations  as  to  money  would  be  overturned  ;  and 
certainly  we  have  no  security  that  this  will  not  happen. 
There  is  not  any  great  inconvenience  in  leaving  matters  on 
their  present  footing,  untiUhey  can  be  remedied  by  the 
operations  of  a  mint ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  all 
the  money  raised  by  taxes  in  a  State  is  to  be  brought  out 
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of  it.  I  expect  that  there  will  be  very  Ikde  occasicm  to 
transport  money  fr6ai  place  to  place.  It  is  much  easier  lo 
negotiate  than  to  carry  it ;  and  if  any  species  of  money  is 
generally  received  within  a  Stale  at  the  same  rate  in 
which  it  is  paid-in  taxes,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  ex- 
pending it  at  its  value.  Whenever  money  shall  be  utroek 
by  authority  of  the  United  Stales,  then  indeed  k  will  be 
proper  to  receive  in  taxes  no  xAhet  com* 

If  Congress  are  of  opinion  with  me,  that  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  coin  money,  I  will  immediately  obey  their  orders 
and  establbh  a  mint.  And  I  think  I  can  say  with  safety, 
that  no  better  moment  coald  be  chosen  for  the  purpose 
than  the  present;  nehhor  will  anything  have  a  greater 
tendency  to  restore  public  credit ;  for  abbough  it  is  pes** 
dkie  tiiat  the  new  money  will  at  first  be  received  with 
diffidence  by  some,  yet  when  it  has  been  fairly  assayed, 
it  will  gain  full  confidence  from  all,  and  the  advanti^e  t>f 
holding  the  only  naoney,  which  can  pay  debts  or  discharge 
taxes,  will  soon  give  it  the  preference  over  all,  Und  indeed 
baDisii  all  other  from  circulatiiin.  Whej-eas  fixing  a  re- 
lation of  value  now  on  wha(tever  principles  attempted,  ipight 
give  oflfence  lo  tlie  power  whose  coin,  should,  in  any 
bstanc%  be  reduced  from  its  present  numerary  value 
among  us 

These  sentiments  are  submitted,  with  all  possible  defer- 
ence, to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assemtded,  in  ex- 
pectation of  their  further  instructions  on  the  subject. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c« 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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GSORGE    WASHINGTON   TO    ROBERT    MORRIS.* 


Sir, 


PhUadelphia,  January  25th,  1782. 


I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  23d  respecting  Cap- 
laifi  Hotcbins,  and  shall  give  you  a  more  definitive  answer 
after  I  have  seen  that  gentleman. 

*  Jamuary  fSStk.  In  eonfleqaenoe  of  the  infonnation  received  fhnn 
Mr  Thomas  Paine,  of  the  intentions  of  some  ofl^cers  to  promote  a 
Ifeneral  application  by  way  of  memorial  to  General  Washington,  re- 
specting their  pay,  I  sent  for  him  and  had  a  long  conversstian  on 
▼arions  matters  of  a  public  nature.  He  observed,  that  his  services 
to  the  poblic  had  rather  been  neglected.  I  told  him  I  could  wish 
his  pen  to  be  wielded  in  aid  of  such  measures,  as  I  might  be  able  to 
eoBvinoe  him  were  clearly  calculated  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;  Uiat  I  had  no  views  or  plans  but  what  were  meant  for  the 
public*  good,  and  that  I  should  ask  no  man's  assistance  on  any  other 
ground ;  that  it  was  true  I  had  nothing  in  my  power  at  present  to 
offer,  M  a  compensation  for  his  services,  but  that  something  might 
torn  up,  and  that  I  should  have  him  in  my  mind. — Diary. 

The  following  record  ia  also  contained  among  Mr  Morris's  papers, 
in  his  own  hand  writing,  dated  February,  178SI 

''Having  lately  had  several  meetings  with.  Mr  Thomas  Paine,  the 
writer  of  a  pamphlet,  styled  Onamon  Ssiis«,  and  of  many  other  well 
known  political  pieces,  which,  in  the  opimon  of  many  respectable 
characters,  have  been  of  service  to  the-  cause  of  America,  I  though^ 
this  gentleman  might  become  far  more  servioeable  to  the  ITnlted 
States  by  being  engaged  to  write  in  the  public  newspapers  in  support 
of  the  measures  of  Congress  and  their  Ministers.  My  assistant,  Mr 
Gouveineur  Morris^  is.  clearly  of  the  same  opinion,  and  in  all  our 
conferences,  with  him,  we  have  pointedly  declared,  that  we  jought 
the  aid  of  his  pen  only  in  support  of  upright  maafuna  and  a  ftdtihAil 
adminiatration  in  the  service  of  our  aountry.  We  diaclaim  private 
or  partial  views,  selfish  schemea  or  plans  of  any  and  every  kind. 
We  wish  to  draw  the  resources  and  powers  of  the  country  into  ao- 
tion.  We  wish  to  bring  into  the  field  an  army  equal  to  the  object.for 
which  we  are  at  war.    We  wish  to  feed,  clothe,  move,  and  pay  that 
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-  By  a  letter,  which  General  Lincoln  addressed  to  me 
before  he  went  to  the  eastward,  I  find  that  you  approve 

army  as  they  ought  to  be  done,  but  we  wish  also  to  effect  these  on 
such  term's  as  may  be  least  burdensome  to  the  people,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  operations  shall  be  every  way  effective. 

"Having  these  for  our  objects  we  want  the  aid  of  an  able  pen  to 
urge  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  grant  sufficient 'taxes ; 
to  grant  those  taxes  separate  and  distinct  from  those  levied  for  State 
purposes;  to  put  such  taxes,  or  rather  the  money  arising  from  them, 
in  the  power  of  Congress,  from  the  moment  of  coUeotion ; 

"To  grant  permanent  revenues  for  discharging  the  interest  on 
debts  already  contracted,  or  that  may  l)e  contracted; 

"To  extend  by  a  new  confederation  the  powers  of  Congress,  so 
that  they  may  be  competent  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
and  the  inanagement  of  their  affairs ; 

-  "To  prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  for  such  restraints  and  such 
taxes  and  imposts,  as  are  absolutely  necessary  for  their  own  welfare ; 

"To  comment  from  time  to  time  on  military  transactions,  so  as  to 
place  in  a  proper  point  of  view  the  bravery,,  good  conduct,  and  sol- 
diership of  our  officers  and  troops,  when  they  deserve  applause,  and 
to  do  the  same  on  such  conduct  of  such  civil  officers  or  citisens,  as 
act  conspicuously  for  the  service  of  their  country. 

"Finding  Mr  Paine  well  disposed  to  the  undertaking,  and  observ- 
ing that  General  Washington  bad  twice  in  my  company  expressed 
his  wishes,  that  some  provision  could  be  made  for  that  gentleman,  I 
took  an  opportunity  to  explain  my  design  to  the  General,  who  agreed 
entirely  in  the  plan.  I  then  communicated  the  same  to  Mr  Robert 
.R.  Livingston,  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  proposed  that  he 
should  join  me  in  this  business,  by  furnishing  from  his  department 
such  intelligence,  as  might  be  necessary  from  time  to  time  to  answer 
the  useful  purposes  for  which  Mr  Paine  is  to  write  ;  and  in  order  to 
^reward  this  gentleman  for  his  labors,  and  enable  him  to  devote  his 
time  to  the  service  of  the  United  States,  it  was  agreed  to  allow  him 
eight  hundred  dollars  a  year,  to  be  paid  quarterly.  But  it  was  also 
agreed,  that  this  allowance  should  not  be  known  to  any  other  per- 
sons than  those  already  mentioned,  lest  the  publications  might  lose 
their  force  if  it  were  known  that  the  author  is  paid  for  them  by  gov- 
ernment." 
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of  my  plan  of  sendrng  officers  to  the  four  New  England 
States  particularly,  with  the  returns  of  their  deficiencies 
of  troops,'  and  with  instructions  to  attend  upon  the  Legis- 
latures, and  to  endeavor  to  impress  them  with  the  expe- 
diency, and  indeed  necessity,  of  filling  their  battalions 
previous  to  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  He  informed 
me  also,  that  you  would  be  glad  to  give  the  same  oflScers 
some  instrncticris  relative  to  the  business  of  your  depart- 
ment. If  so,  I  could  wish  you  would  have  your  letters 
ready  to  go  by  the  next  post,  by  which  time  I  expect  to 
have  the  returns  prepared.  I  Jiave  not  yet  fixed  upon 
the  gentlemen  who  will  be  proper,  but  you  can  leave 
blanks  for  the  insertion  of  the  names  of  those  who  may  be 
chosen. 

As  we  may  reasonably  expect  to  hear  soon  again  from 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  the  subject  of  the  meeting  of  com- 
missioners, I  think  it  would  be  well  to  be  preparing  the 
substance  of  ti.e  powers  to  be  delegated  to  the  gentlemen 
to* whom  the  transaction  of  the  proposed  business  will  be 
committed.  What  I  would  wish  you  to  prepare  particu- 
larly, is  so  much  as  will  relate  to  the  liquidation  of  the 
former  accounts  of  prisoners,  and  making  provision  for 
their  maintenance  in  future. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  11th.  1782. 

Sir, 
The  situation  of  my  department  makes  it  necessary  to 
lay  some  matters  of  importance  before  the  United  States  in 
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Congresjp,  and  I  sbail  endeavor  to  do  so  with  as  much  pre- 
cision as  possible. 

hgjves  me  pain  to  observe,  that  the  States  of  Massachu- 
setts, Rhode  Islaud,  and  Maryland,  have  not  yet  passed  the 
laws  recorflmeuded  by  the  resolutions  of  the  third  of  (Feb- 
ruary, 1781.  I  learn,  (though  not  officially,)  that  the 
State  of  Virginia  has  lately  suspended  the  operation  of  the 
law,  which  they  had  passed  in  conformity  to  that  resolution. 
The  bare  mention  of  these  things  is  sufficient  to  mark  the 
consequences.  Our  debt  being  unfunded  and  unprovided 
for,  the  interest  cannot  be  paid.  Those,  therefore,  who 
trusted  us  in  the  hour  of  distress,  are  defrauded.  To  ex- 
pect that,  under  such  circumstances,  others  will  confide  in 
the  government,  would  be  folly ;  and  to  expect  that  for- 
eigners will  trust  a  government,  wl^jch  has  no  credit  with 
its  own  citizens,  would  be  madness.  The  whole  weight, 
therefore,  of  the  war  must  be  borne  in  the  present  mo- 
ment ;  and  even  the  slightest  anticipations  of  revenue  are 
made  on  the  personal  credit  of  the  Minister. 

This,  Sir,  is  not  said  boastingly,  but  with  unaffected  con- 
cern. I  have  labored  to  establish  a  credit  for  my  country, 
that  when  the  period  should  arrive,  (and  I  hoped  it  was  not 
far  distant,)  in  which  I  could  lay  down  the  burden  now 
pressing  upon  me,  my  successor  in  office  should  have  no 
other  difficijlties  to  strugjgl^  wi^b,  than  those  which  neces- 
sarily attend  an  extensive  and  complicated  administration. 
It  is,  therefore,  with  no  common  degree  of  anxiety  and 
distress,  that  I  see  my  wishes  frustrated.  I  feel  as  an 
American  for  my  country,  as  a  public  servant  for  the  in- 
terest and  honor  of  those  whom  l  serve,»and  as  a  man,  that 
I  cannot  enjoy  the  ease  and  tranquillity  I  have  sought  for 
through  a  life  of  coQtinual  care  and  unremitted  labor.     It 
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is  my  duty  to  mention  to  you  the  fact,  and  to  apprize  you, 
that  in  such  circumstances,  our  operations  will  continue  to 
be  desultory  dTorts  of  individual  power,  rather  than  the 
comrbined  exertion  of  political  strength  and  firmness. 

The  repeated  tissurances  we  daily  receive  from  the 
Ministers  of  his  Mast  Christian  Majesty,  of  their  steady  de- 
termmation  to  grant  no  further  pecuniary  aid,  will  not  leave 
room  to  tlouM  of  their  intentions.  I  (candidly  acknowledge 
that  I  had  formed  not  only  hopes,  but  even  expectations 
from  that  quarter.  For  I  had  persuaded  myself,  that 
when  the  brilliant  successes  of  the  last  campaign  should  be 
known,  and  when  it  should  also  be  kno^v^' how  much  tb6 
United  States  are  capable  of,  and  how  necessary  an  &id  of 
money  is  to  call  then:  power  into  action,  the  King  would 
have  again  extended  that  relief,  which  must  be  most  bene- 
ficial to  the  common  cause.  Even  now,  1  shall  request 
(hat  Congresswill  instruct  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs 
to  make  the  most  pointed  representations  on  this  subject 
through  otir  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  and  I  shall 
readily  furnish  all  such  materials  in  my  department  as  may 
be  nece^ary  for  the  purpose ;  but  I  must  not  conceal  my 
doubts  as  to  the  effect  of  such  representatl^s.  Duty  to 
this  country  requires  that  they  should  be  made,  but  pru- 
dence  forbids  a  reliance  on  their  success,  and  will  dictate 
to  us  a  farther  duty,  whrch  is,  to  act  under  the  influence  of 
a  belief,  that  they  will  not  succeed. 

As  to  hopes  of  pecuniary  aid  from  any  other  quarter, 
the  delusion  has  already  passed  away.  It  is  in  vain  that 
expensive  establishments  are  kept  up  to  solicit  succor  from 
Spaim,  who  appears  neither  able  nor  willing  to  afford  it; 
from  Holland,  who  seeks  peace  and  not  to  increase  the 
causes  of  war ;  or  from  Russia,  who  seems  rpore  inclined 


100  &OJi£RT  M0RIU3. 

to  crusby  than  to  support  us.  Let  us  apply  to  borrow 
wherever  we  may,  our  mouths  will  always  be  stopped  by 
the  one  word,  security.  The  States  will  not  give  revenue 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  United  States  have  nothing*  to 
give  but  a  general  national  promise,  of  uhich  their  enemies 
loudly  charge  them  with  the  violation* 

Thus,  Sir,  compelled,  however  reluctantly,  to  look  al 
home  for  the  means  of  supporting  ourselves  against  an 
enemy,  whose  power  has  rather  increased  with  the  increase 
of  her  foes,  whose  force  has  risen  superior  to  defeats,  and 
has  found  resources  in  a  situation,  which  might  have  in- 
spired despair,  we  must  no  longer  rely  on  tliose  who  may 
neglect  us,  bu.t  take  care  that  we  be  not  charged  with 
neglecting*  ourselves.  1  would  to  God,  that  I  could  say, 
that  there  were  even  the  appearances  of  general  vigor  and 
exertion.  But  the  truth  is  very  different.  The  United 
States  have  called  for  eight  millions  of  dollars  early  in  No-^ 
vember  last,  uf  which  the  first  quarterly  payment  was  to 
have  been  made  on  the  1st  day  of  April  next;  but  I.can« 
not  find  that  a  single  State  has  yet  laid  the  taxes.  I 
neither  know  what  they  will  think  proper  to  give,  nor 
when.  Happy  to  experience  a  momentary  relief  from  the 
clamor  and  revolt  of  a  starving  army,  from  tlie  rage  and  de* 
vastation  of  an  inveterate  enemy,  and  from  the  waste  and 
extravagance  of  cumbrous,  unwieldy  departments,  there 
appears  to  be  no  solicitude  anywhere  for  the  support  of 
arrangements,  on  wliich  the  salvation  of  our  country  de- 
pends. 

To  give  a  little  time  for  the  people  to  breathe,  and  to 
remedy  some  of  the  many  abuses,  which  were  equally 
palpable  and  enormous,  I  early  ventured  on  the  business  of 
contracting,  and  I  have  extended  it  as  far  as  prudence 
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would  iu  any  degree  justify.  Nay,  relying  on  the  States 
for  support,  I  have  made  engagements,  which,  in  almost 
any  other  circumstances,  would  savor  of  temerity,  and 
which  nothing  would  have  led  me  to  do,  but  a  hope  that  by 
retrenching  expenses,  they  would  be  sooner  induced  to 
gr^ot  revenue.  So  thoroughly  am  1  convinced  of  the  su* 
perior  economy,  which  attends  4he  prescot  mode  of  sup* 
plying  our  armies,  that  I  would  have  o&red  contracts  for 
the  southern  department,  could  I.  have  formed  ady -well 
grounded  expectation  of  (noneys  sufficient  for  the  pur^xise 
from  the  southern  States.  Nor  should  I  have  been  de- 
terred  even  by  the  distance  of  the  {)eriod  at  which  it  could 
be  had,  if  I  could  have  formed  a  reasonable  reliance  on  it 
at  sonde  certain  period.  Our  expenses,  it  is  true,  are  re- 
trenched, and  to  give  an  idea. to  what  degree,  I  will  men- 
tion, that  for  the  amount  of  salaries  alone  in  the  Commis- 
sary's department  to  the  nortliward  of  Potomac  river, 
between  three  and  four  thousand  soldiers  are  now  fed  with 
full  rations.  But  diough  the  retrenciiments  are  great,  the 
expenses  are  great  also,  and  they  must  rapidly  increase 
every  moment  in  prepa/iog  for  an  early  and  vigorous  cam- 
paign. 

A  view  either  of  general  politics  or  of  our  own  situation 
will  impress  the  conviction,  that  we  ought  to  make  an  early 
and  vigorous  campaign.  The  blow,  which  the  enemy 
have  received  in  Virginia,  should  be  folio^d  as  soon  as 
possible,  before  tliey  have  time  for  reflection,  fur  reinfocce- 
ment,  or  for  defence.  We  must  not  imagine  that  Great 
Britain  will  b§  so  stumied  by  this  blow  that  siie  cannot  re- 
cover, or  that  she  will,  for  such  a  check,  abandon  the  ob- 
ject botti  of  her  interest  and  her  wishes,  an  object  in  which 
her  national  importance  appears  to  Jbe  combined  with  her 
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passion  is  -strongly  excited.  What  aid  she  may  find  from 
foreign  powers  .roust  depend  upon  (heir  manner  of  cons'vl- 
ering  the  propoaitions,  which  may  be  made,  perhaps  upon 
Iheir  interests,  and,  perhaps,  upon  their  caprice.  A  nation, 
wiiich  can  hold  at  bay  one  half  tine  force  of  Europe,  is  by 
flo  means  a  despicatde  ally. 

But  whether  she  gets  aid  frorh  others,  or  whether  she 
draws  it,  as  before,  from  domestic  credit  and  confidence, 
tbfs,  at  least,  is  certain,  that  we  ought  to  expect  new  efforts 
against  us,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  expect  any  in  our 
fevor.  If  then,  we  can  strike  before  slie  is  ready  to  ward 
off  tlie  BtrQike,or  bear  the  blow,  our  own  people  will  be  ani- 
mated, the  doubtful  will  be  convinced,  and  the  convinced 
wiU  be  confirmed.  Nations,  who  are  friendly  to  us,  writ 
give  mark's  of  amhy.  Nations,  who  are  hostile,  willbe 
deterred  from  their  attempts.  The  councils  of  our  enemy 
will  be  disiraeted.  Their  intended  succors  may  land  on 
hostile  ground,  and  where  they  want  reRef,  it  may  be  too 
late  to  obtain  it.  At  what  point,  and  in  What  manner,  and 
for  wliat  purpose  our  efforts  are  to  be  made,  is  the  prov- 
ince of  the  Genera]  to  determine  ;  but,  I  repeat  again,  it  is 
our  indispensable  duly  to  pot  him  speedily  in  possession  of 
tlie  means. 

In  order  that  anything  effectual  may  be  done,  we  must 
have  both  mA  and  money,  an^l  we  must  have  them  early. 
On.  the  10th  of  December  last.  Congress  were  pleased  to 
call  on  the  States  in  the  most  pressing  manner,  to  have 
their  respective  quotas  in  the  Seld  by  the  1st  day  of  IVIareh 
next ;  afid  they  determined,  that  recruits  should  be  r^sed 
<lp  complete  the  quotas  at  the  expense  of  the  States,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  be.  reimbtncsed  by  the  United  Stotes. 
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Tiie  inleouofi  of  these  resoIutioiis^hpwevieneJear^.iiioy^be: 
wisuBclerstood,  and  aaein^ts  mado.to  deduct  the  expendi^ 
tiwas  of  iher  vecruitiog.  service  ffoni>.  ihe  siippliesywlnieh' 
wer«^  re«|uiced  by,  the  Acts. of  tlifli:36lbiof  October  and  3d 
o^  November;  For  tiiJa  veawni.  aod  also  thatibe  Siatecr 
may  b^  raore<  eSbetiiijIy  stimulated  to  oomplyy  wkb*  the' 
\^ews  and  wishosi  of  Congress,^  Lab«ll,  before  i  close  ilm 
leHePy.  submit  eeriaiflt  additions  and.expianaaionS'  of;  therri 
Act  of  tbelO^b  of:  De^eoiibev.  At  present,  1  sliall  oniy 
observe^. that  it.givt^ ma  vety^  sineere  pleasi^re.  to  fi«d  the 
United  •  Staites  in <  Cotigress, .  so  fully  iniptvessed  with  the  ner 
oessky  of  early  efforts.  This  eirctmiatance  leads:  me  to 
hope  that' they  wJJi  be^equaJI)^.  impressed- with. tbo:  duty  of 
tKgi<)g  a.oqaipliaiice  with. their  requisiiioMEis.  It  isiat  least* 
iny  duty  to  sugg0st  it*.  A;  dutyv  whkb;  Lower  to  Atneriea. 
al  large,  skod  wiiioli  no  hope,  of  ppaiae,  or  apprehension -of  ^ 
bbme,  sblill  iaduce.me  to  negleet*  I  knoii^' there  issa^ deli- 
cuey,  which  iafluenoestsocne  niindsito  treat* tlie  States  wtth^ 
tendern49ss  aod  evea  adulation,,  while  they  are-  in.  the: 
babiuial  inatt^eAlion  to.  the. calls  eft  national,  interest  aod: 
honor.  L  know,  that,  delicaey,  end.  I  disclaim  it.  Nor.  will 
i  be  deterred  fironi.  waking;  thqse  who  slumber  on  the  bri^ 
of  ruin<  But  ray  voice,  Sir,  is  feeUe^and'!  must  therefore 
pray,  to  be  assisted  by  the  yoieetol  the  United  StBtes-in: 
Congress^  Supposed  by  then»»  I  may,  penbeps,  do  some-^ 
things-  but,, without  that  support^  I  oaust  be  a.  useless  in- 
cumbfianoe.  .  * 

It  ia.aJbsQ  a.duty  to.eeonomiachthe  moneysi  whiohi  are. 
ia  our  possession,  and  it .  re€eive$<  a  double  force  of 
obligation  fronft  the  peculiarity  of.  our  circumslanees^ 
Whs^  mooeyS' the  Siates.  may  grant,  and.  when  theyr 
iQ^J  gn?nt  them,  is.  k^iown  oaly;  le  Him  who^  kiiowe4[hi 
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all  things ;  bat  that  which  we  have  is  certain,  and  jought 
npt  to  be  expended  but  for  useful  purposes.  If  we 
look  back  to  the  conduct  of  the  sever&l  States  in  for* 
mer  times,  we  shall  find  that  the  negligence  with 
which  they  have  treated  the  requests  of  Congress  has 
been  unequalled,  unless  by  the  earnestness  of  entreaty, 
with  which  those  requests  were  made.  And  I  fear 
that  there  is  little  hope,  that  the  conduct  now  to  be 
pursued  will  in  one  instant  become  the  counter  part  of 
former  experiences.  Wo  hive  reason  to  apprehend  a 
continuance  of  that  shameful  negligence,  which  has 
marked  us  to  a  proverb,  while  all  Europe  gazed  in 
astonishment  at  the  unparalleled  boldness  and  vastness 
of  claims,  blended  with  an  unparalleled  indolence,, and 
imbecility  of  conduct.  But  let  the  several  States  be 
ever  so  negligent,  the  confederation  has  given  no  power 
to  compel.  While  it  confers  on  Congress  the  privi- 
lege of  asking  everything,  it  has  secured  to  each  State 
the  prerogative  of  granting  nothing.  Since,  tiien',  the 
Congress  cannot  compel  the  States  to  make  a  grant  of 
money,  they  -must  at  least  take  care  to  prevent  the 
States  from  making  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of 
those  moneys,  which  are  in  our  possession.  Nor  is 
this  all.  Wc  are  called  on  by  the  principles  of  justice 
as  well  as  of  duty  to  prevent  such  expenditure. 

The  requisitions  of  Congress  have  been  for  men  and 
money.  The  States  have  furnished  officers  and  trans- 
mitted a  variety  of  accounts,  demands,  and  complaints ; 
but  while  officers  continue  numerous  they  have  ne*> 
glected  to  provide  soldiers.  Instead  of  it,  some  of 
them  have  formed  State  regiments,  and  given  State 
bounties  to  fill  those  regiments;  regiments  confined  to 
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the  limits  of  th«  State,  as  if  the  ultithate  obj^et  6t  mrli- 
tarjr  eh^filoyment  Wei*e  iKe  «hbw  of  parade,  dr  to  tdn- 
stlm^  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  In  the  meantittie,  the 
continental  officers,  whose  sei'Vices  Wive  entitled  them 
to  i^es|y^etf(il  attentfdfti,  s(nd  Whose^  experience  has  eha- 
b\M  thent  to  be  essentially  useful,  are  left  without 
men  to  eomnHand,  aird  fd^d^^d  to  bear  the  mortificatfon 
whieh  mu^t  M\€t  ^itry  generdns  mind,  perceiving 
themselves  a  usdiess  burden  to  the  community. 

Btft  while  such  pains  are  taken  to  enhance  expense, 
every  tieqiiest  foir  revenue  to  pay  it  is  treated  with 
neglect.  Congress  havie  determined  to  keep  dp  the 
estiiMishment  agreed  on  in  October,  1780.  I  shall, 
therefoi-e,  by  no  means  propose  ahy  reduction.  On 
the  contrary  I  am  persuaded,  that  nothing  would  so 
speedily  iffritiin^lt  the  war  as  the  bringing  such  an 
arttty  intd  the  field',  with  prdper  funds  and  materials 
for  its  support  and  operation.  This  would  render  us 
tr^ly  inalpendehf,  independent  of  the  smiles  of  odr 
friends  and  the  frown*  of  our  Enemies.  But  although 
I  wilF  mi  propose  any  reduction  of  our  e^blishment, 
I  ealmot  co^s^M  that  the  UnfdW  bear  the  expense  of  a 
great  ANirtber  of  officeif's  without  men  to  eomhiand. 
Neither  will  I  propose  the  expedient  of  sending  them 
home  Updn' half  pdy,  and  liable  to  be  called  into  ser- 
vice.  This  is  an  expedient  for  halving  a  difficulty, 
which  ought  to  be  wholly  (iured,  and  at  the  same  time 
ifiiubjeiitidf  the  individual  officer  to  tery  serious  diffi- 
culties, which  he  has  by  no  means  merited.  It  is  not 
thie  officer'9  fatrlt  that  he  has  not  men,  and  while  he 
hMif  hitt«^lf  ih  readii^e^s  to  obey  the  orders  of  his 
General,  he  ought  ta  fecelVe  that  compensation  which 
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his  commission  entitles  htm  to.  He  ought,  therefore, 
to  draw  his  fu|l  pay  and  subsistence  ;  but  until  the 
State  provide  inen  for  him  to  command,  that  pay  and 
subsLstence  should  be  drawn  ftom  the.  State.  If  the 
States  will  nnt  find  soldiers,  the  continent  ought  not 
to  pay  their  officers.  It  is  unequal  and  it  is  unjust. 
Some  States  at  a  great  expense,  bring  men  into  the 
field  and  lay  taxes  for  the  general  support  Others 
send  officers  without  men,  and  draw  money  from  the 
treasury  without  putting  any  in  it.  I  am  regardless 
where  the  censure  lights.  If  it  fall  nowhere,  then  all 
are  innocent ;  but  if  it  is  merited,  those  to  whom  it 
applies  must  blame  their  own  misconduct.  My  jwsti^ 
fication  is  already  made  in  the  mind  of  every  honest 

man. 

But  it  is  not  only  necessary   that  the  States  bring 
men  into  the  field.     It  is  necesswy  that  this  be  done, 
at  an  early  period.     Recruits  which  do   not  join   the 
army  until  the   autumn,  cgme   too  late  for  q^ything 
but  to  increase  expense,  and  to  lose  their  lives  by  the 
diseases  inci#nt  at  that  season,  to  those  who  have  not 
been,  accustomed  to  the  habits  of  a  military  life.     Nor , 
is  this  all.     Recruits  sent  forward  at  a  late  period  only 
serve  to  fill  up  the   vacancies  occasioned  by  sickness, ' 
deaths,  and  desertions,  without  increasing  the  efieciive 
force  of  the  array. 

To  remedy  the  evils  which  have  been  pointed  out, 
I  take  the  liberty  to  propose  to  the  United  States  in. 
Congress  assembled,  a  resolution, 

That  on  the  1st  day  of  April  next,  accurate  roturns 
be  made  to  the  War  Office  of  every  non-commissioned 
officer  and  private  in  the  army,  a«d  of  the  particular 
State  to  which  they  belong. 
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That  every  SUrte  be  debited  in  account  for  the  re- 
ertiiting  sendee  for  every^  non-commissioned  o£Bcer  and 
p^i^ate,  assigned  to  such  State  respectively  in  October, 
1780,  the  sum  of  tme  hundred  dollars  in  specie. 

That  every  State  be  credited  in  the  said  account  for 
the  reoniiting  service  for  every  non-commissioned 
officer  and  private  in  the  army,  and  belonging  to  the 
States  respectively  on  the  said  1st  day  of  April  next,  a 
like  sum  of  one  faundried  dollars. 

That  for  every  recruit  which  shall  join  after  the  Ist 
day^  of  April  aBd  before  the  2d  day  of  May,  the  State 
shall  be  credited  in  the  said  account  ninety  dbllars. 
For  every  recruit  Vv^hich  shall  join  after  the  1st  day  of 
MAy  and  before  the  2d  day  of  June  eighty  dollars. 
For  every  recruit  after  the  1st  day  of  June  and  before 
the  2d  day  of  July  seventy  dollars.  For  every  re- 
cruit after  the  l$t  day  of  July  and  before  the  2d  day 
of  August  sixty  dollars.  For  every  recruit  after  the 
1st  day*  of  August  and  before  the  2d  day  of  September 
fifty  dollars.  For  every  recruit  after  the  1st  day  of 
September  and  b^re  the  2d  day  of  Octdier'  forty  dol- 
lars. But  that  no  allowance  be  made  for  any  »eertfit 
whose  period  of  enlistment  shall  be  less  than  three 
years  or  during  the  war. 

That  every  recruit  shall  be  considered  as  joined,  as 
soon  as  he  shall  march  for  the  place  to  which  he  is 
ordered  on  sef^iee,  from  the  place  of  general  rendez- 
vous within  the  State,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

That -to  determine  such  time  of  marching,  the  time 
of  arrival*  shall  be  determined  and  a  time  allowed  for 
marabing  thither,  calculating  on  the  distance  at  the 
rate  of  fifteen  miles  per  day. 
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TM  Um  re<^riiiUs  he  «)iti>nfUlin«d  at  ihe  espeMe  of 
th^  SjbKl^,  u^til  ibfiy  ahall  joiti  aa  aiforotAui ;  fc^it  that 
4iirif|g  Ihe  tinae  of  mar^hii^  an  ailowancc^  be  madie  «e 
the  Steele  £oir  each  qfficer  aed  oMin,  at  ihe  rate  of  one 
aiictieit^  Oif  a  dollar  per  mile  for  ei^ry^  mUe  frea  the 
tk^^  pJaee  oi*  reAdezvo^ua  to  the  place  ^hene  tbey 
ahall  arrive  2^9  ajToreaa^d. 

That  the.' Minister  of  War  eauee  the  aeveral  men. of 
the  different  State  linea  to  be  arvaiiged  within  their 
refpqf  tive  Iin?9y  in  ipoh  menner  aa  to  form  eMiplete 
Qorrps,  or  pai*ta  of  corpa,  $0  that  there  fae  a  due  pvopor* 
tjoii  of  mea  tp  the  ofi^^iera  aecording  to  tiie  es^Ubh^ 
fneojt  as  nei^r  a^  m^y  be. 

Th^t  the  remaiai^g  offieers,  exceptfiig<  such  as  lUe 
Commander  in  Chief  may  thiok  propev  to  retaki  in 
aervice  for  particular,  purpp^efty  retire  to  their  respec-' 
tiine  Sitate^  w{\l  aMcl^  tiim^9.  es  ibe  Staiea  shall  provide 
man  for  them  to  command  agreeeUy  to  the  eatablfsb- 
ifL(^t ;  and  t^at  m  tive  meanAime  Ihe  said  States  proivide 
the  pay  9  rations,  aerii  forage,  ailo^red  to  the  offioera 
cespeistively  by  die  se?eral  jresoluiiions-  and  Aot&  off 
Qq^gK^s9  upon  tbiat  aub^ct 

Aipd  in  order  toexiplain  fuUy  the  reasoned  for  takiag 
such  measures  I  would  also  propose^  that  an  addreis 
be  p^epaifed  to  Mfe  people  of  Ameriost  stating  the  want 
Qf  pQfv^^'^  ^  Cqngreft^t  \o  take  meaiatires  for  the  defence 
Q^  t|)#  <?oui^Jiry.^  the  coadiuct  pf  t he* fie^FoHM. States  heoe-. 
tp^e*  the  importanp^  of  makiog  exertions  in  tine 
present  moment,  with  the  dangerous  consequeneae  of 
inattention  tO}  and  negle^  of,  the  late  vequiliikioaB»  and 
calling:  Mpon  them^  to  urge,  tbneiigh  thain  respcctsve 
I^^gi^latMceis  thP  Q^easiires  irf^emfliandod  by  Congrgss^ 
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My  reftsoR  for  thia  pr<^sat4sy>»  convietion  tint  tke 
people  are  heartily  disposed  to  sopfMirt  the  revcim^ffm, 
but  tkat  the  pabik  service  is  too  frequently  deloye4 
by  local  disputes  and  animosities,  which  consumet  tW 
time  to  be.  devoted  to  important  purposes,  and  that 
individuals  in  the  several  Legislatures  are  too  apt  to 
believe,  that  by  sparing  grants  they  render  them- 
selveo  agreeable  to  their  oonetitueiits,  akhough  in  effect 
suqh.  policy  canp^t  but  prove  Isighly  expensive  and 
dangerous  if  not  destructive. 

That  Congress  may  be  eaaUed  to  judge  of  the  savihg, 
wfaich  would  arise  from  the  proposition  I  have  had  ihe 
honor  of  making,  with  respect  to  ihe  officers  of  our  army^ 
I  eoobse  an  eatiaiate,  by  wUcb  it  will  appear,  tbat  this 
would  be: upwards  of  sixty  thousand'  dbllars  a  month  ;  and 
to  this  must,  be  ^ded  n  furthev  consideration  of  very  great 
importance,  that  as  the  tervants  to  oficers  are  taken  from 
among  the  soldiofs,  the  army  would  in  effect,  receive  a 
eofisiderable  reinfereement. 

With  respect  lo  the  price  of  recruiting,  I  do  not  con- 
sider aa3rdMfig  proposed  as  being  by  any  means  definitive. 
I  have  stated  each  at  one  hundrad  dollars,  and  I  ivould 
suggest,  that  as  the  design  is  to  raise  men  and  not  money, 
it  is  better  to  value  them  too  high  than  too  low.  I  am  fa? 
fr!Ofii  considering  this  as  the  best  mode  of  recruiting  an 
arnoy*  On  tbe^contrary,  I  am  convinced,  that  if  it  were 
a  continental  iiatead  of  a  State  army,  the  raising  as  weH 
as  maintaining  of  it,  would  be  infinitely  easier  and  cheaper ; 
but  under*  thi^  present  limited  power,  whiob  Congress  are 
invented  wifb,  it;  becomes  the  duty  of  their  servants  to 
propose  such  raeosunss  ae  appear  to  them  best.  What  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  stating,  is  submitted  with  all  possible 
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deference,  and  1  .hope  die  decisions  of  Congress  will  be 
as  speedy  as  the  nature  of  the  business  will  permit.  With 
l^ritct  confidence  in  fheir  wisdom,  1  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CIRCULAR   TO   THE    OOYSBNORS    OF    THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  15th,  1782. 

Sir, 

In  the  circular  letter,  which  I  did  myself  the  honor  to 
transmit  on  the  19th  day  of  October  last,  I  stated  our  sit- 
uation as  clearly  and  explicitly  as  I  could,  so  that  yo(] 
might  be  in  a  capacity  to  form  a  solid  judgment  as  to  what 
would  be  proper.  I  am  now  to  inform  you,  that  the  most 
recent  and  authentic  information  from  Europe,  contains 
the  reiterated  determination  on  the  part  of  France,  to  grant 
us  no  further  pecuniary. aid.  Spain  appears  to  have  neither 
the  inclination  nor  the  ability  to  afford  any,  and  in  Hol- 
land it  can  only  be  obtained  from  individuals,  who  will 
always  require  security,  and  of  consequence  will  not  lend 
to  the  United  States,  who  as  you  well  know  have  no  secu- 
rity to  give.  The  want  of  proper  funds  has  so  reduced 
domestic  credit,  that  we  can  draw  no  resources  from 
thence,  and  until  domestic  credit  is  established,  foreign 
credit  cannot  exist,  for  it  is  absurd  to  expect,  that  foreign- 
ers will  confide  in  a  government,  which  hat  not  the  confi- 
dence of  its  own  citizens. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  describe  the  consequences,  which 
have  followed  on  a  loss  of  credit.  We  have  seen  the  peo- 
ple diffider>t,  jealous,  and  unhappy,  nor  have  they  yet  re- 
covered, even  where  the  removal  of  undue  restrictions 
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has  given  tbem  time  to  breathe  from  the  load  of  oppresBion. 
But  the  public  is,  if  possible,  in  a  still  worse  sitoatioD. 
No  persons  will  trust  the  puUic  from  a  deep  apprehension 
of  Kuin  if  they  sliould,  and  consequently  our  operations  must 
be.  bounded  by, the  taxes,  which* can  be  collected,  while 
at  the  same  time  we  must  contend  for  our  very  existence 
as  a  Sree  country  at  an  expense,  which  w»  cannot  limit 
because  we  *caifhot  limit  the  efforts  made  against  us. 
Whenever  proper  metliods  shall  have  been  taken  to  re- 
store credit,  the  bene6ts  arising  from  it  will  be  as  evident 
to  all,  as  the  want  is  now,  to  those  who  are  intrusted  with 
the  administration.  Our  expanse  at  this  moment  is  greater 
than  it  ought  to  be,  though  less  than  it  was,  and  1  cannot 
retrench,  because  1  have  not  sufficient  means  in  ray  jxiwer, 
and  have  not  at  this  momeit  any  certain  reliance  on  suffi- 
cient aid  from  the  several  States. 

I  am  much  inclined  to  believe,  that  individuals  in  the 
several  Legislatures  are  unacquainted  with^  the  real  state 
of  affiiirs,  or  flatter  themselves  that  they  are  bett|f  than 
they  really  are,  even  after  information.  If  gentlemen 
would  consider  seriously  the  situation  of  the  public  ser- 
vants, they  would  at  least  not  suspect  them  of  describing 
our  dangers  as  greater  than  they  are.  They  could  not, 
for  instance  suppose,  that  1  would  give  ft^high  coloring  to 
the  disorders  of  our  finances,  because  ihey  must  see,  that 
on  the  contrary,  I  should  derive  a  degree  of  credit  from 
the  general  belief,  that  such  disordttrs  do  not  exist..  And 
when  I  declare  my  apprehensions,  1  inpire  sc^  f^r  my  own 
operations.  My  reason  for  describing  our  'iiiu«|ion  in  its 
true  light  is,  that  the  States  may  be  excite  J.  ta^  gr|nt  ua 
relief.  1  might  by  an  appearaniQe  of  weakh  exiend  nyr 
operations  for  a  little  while,  but  in  the  end  tlief  wtuM  fail^ 
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• 

aod  bam  we  should  tbeB  be  estricatedy  no  man  ean  teih 

At  present  1  must  bear  the  evHs,  which  result  froiA  the 
want'of  resources,  and  limit  my  views  accordingly,  bat  il 
would  be  madness  ta  inculcate  an  opinion,  that  things  are 
worse  than  they  are,  beceuse  then  I  could « not  derive  the 
full  benefit  of  those  resources  which  we  have.  You  must, 
therefore,  be  ctfivinced,  that  1  give  you  no  exa^erated 
account,  and  I  trust,  Sir,  that  your  LegMature  will  give 
due  weight  to  assertions,  which  they  have  every  reason  to 
believe,  and  wliich  if  neglected,  they  will  be  convinced  of 
by  a  melancholy  and  perhaps  fatal  experience. 

Many  people  flatter  themsebres  with  the  hope  of  peace.^ 
But  on  what  is  it  founded  ?  Has  tiie  enemy  given  the 
sifghlest  evidence  of  a  desire  for  it  ?  Instead  of  suing  for 
peaoe,  they  talk  only  of  war ;  Aey  prepare  only  for  war ; 
and  when  they  might  have  got  rid  of  one  enemy  by  a 
word,  they  disdaMbd  it*  Although  Holland  oflfoi*ed  a  sep- 
arate peace,  En^nd  refoaed  to  accept  it;  nor  have  we 
heard  that  slie  has  agreed  even  to  negotiate  for,  much  less 
to  conclude,  a  getioral  peace.  She  enjoys  fall  credit,  and . 
therefore  she  can  carry  on  the  war ;  and  the  object  of  it  on- 
her  part  is  so  great,  that  therefore  site  will  carry^  on  tlie 
war.  Hitiiierto  she  has  carried  it  on  alone  and  unsup- 
ported. Years  hti^e  elapsed  since  it  was  pretended,  that 
she  could  nor  find  resotn*ces  for  another  campaign,  and  yet 
campai^sis  have  succeeded  each  other  with  •  increasing  ex- 
pense,  ^nd  are  still  likely  to  go  on.  Witb  a  credit  iike 
he«^  there  cat  be  i0  want  ofihe  means,  <yttd  therefore  we 
have  no-Tcaso*  to  expect  ihat  she  will  be  deprived  of  them 
¥«hile  t^iat  d^edtt"  exists^  How  soon  she  may  find  asso- 
ci^s,  at4iow  neon  we  may  lose  ttiem,  no  nMin  can  say. 
\Witl»  th$  nifta&iiNf  of  all  human  a  Airs  continues  to  be 
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the  theme  of  common  and  daily  observation,  no  wise  man 
will  rely  on  the  frailty  of  human  opinion,  and  yet  opinion 
may  in  a  maneut  sway  the  politics  of  different  powers,  so 
as  totally  to  change  all  present  appearances.  While  the 
war  continues  England  has  hope.  The  times  and  chances 
which  happen  to  all  may  favor  her,  and  at  worst  she  can 
conclude  a  peace,  which  cannot  be  much  more  pernicious 
than  the  loss  of  these  States.  We  ought  therefore  to  ex- 
pect that  Great  Britain  will  cbnt?nue  the  war,  and  we 
ought  even  to  expect  that  she  will  find  all'fes  to  assist  her 
in  it.  We  ouglit  therefore  to  prepare  ourselves  for  in- 
creasing efforts  of  opposition. 

But  admitting  that  negotiations  were  opened,  and  in  a 
train  of  effect,  what  then  would  be  our  situation  ?  Are  we 
in  capacity  to  insist  on  useful  and  honorable  terms.? 
There  is  hardly  a  State  in  the  Union  but  has  an  interest  in 
objects,  which  under  oiw  present  circumstances  are  unat- 
tainable. While  the  enemy  continue  jn  possession  of  New 
York  and  Charleston,  we  cannot  ex[)ect  such  a  peace  as 
every  good  American  ought  to  desire.  Nor  shall  we 
obtain  that  security,  without  which  peace  is  no  longer  a 
blessing. 

The  successes  of  the  last  campaign  will  undoubtedly 
derange  the  plans  of  the  enemy  for  a  time,  but  whether  or 
not  those  successes  will  prove  decisive  must  depend  upon 
ourselves.  If  we  indolently  lie  still  until  the  enemy  can 
obtain  reinforcements,  bur  prospects  at  the  close  of  next 
campaign  may  be  as  gloomy  as  at  the  Opening  of  the  last. 
ff  we  exert  ourselves  to  strike  the  enemy  before  he  can 
receive  aid,  we  may  perhaps  drive  him  entirely  away,  and 
then  indeed  we  shall  have  reason  to  expect  peace.  It  has 
been  the  common  trick  of  the  enemy  to  pretend  at  every 
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success  we  have  obtained,  nay  during  every  winter  of  the 
war,  that  it  would  immediately  cease,  and  they  have  had 
emissaries  among  us  to  inculcate  that  idea.  The  conse- 
quences have  been,  that  we  have  never  been  in  a  state  of 
preparation  as  soon  as  they  have,  nQtwithstanding  the 
Atlantic  ocean  lies  between  the^  two  countries,  and  places 
them  at  least  three  months  asunder  as  to  all  military  op- 
erations. 

No  thinking  man  can  hesitate  a  moment  in  the  opinion, 
that  we  ought  to  prepare  for  an  early  and  vigorous  campaign, 
in  order  to  take  New  York  and  Charleston.  But  some 
persons  of  sanguine  temperament  say,  that  the  enemy  will 
evacuate  one  of  these  places.  If  it  be  so,  surely  they  will 
be  so  much  stronger  at  the  other,  and  of  course  it  will  be 
so  m,uch  the  more  difficult  topiexpel  them  from  it.  Pos- 
sibly they  may  incline  to  evacuate  one  oi  these  places,  apd 
if  so  they  will  be  determined  by  the  .knowledge  of  our 
force.  If  we  are  formidable  it  will  be  an  additional  re.ason 
with  them  for  evacuation.  But  other  persons  still  more 
sanguine  suppose,  that  they  will  evacuate  both  places. 
This  is  surely  absurd,  for  even  if  they  negotiate  for  peace, 
they  will  hold  something  as  a  ground,  on  which  to  make 
demands,  and  if  they  prosecute  war,  they  will  certainly 
not  abandon  th#  objects  of  it.  Admitting,  however,  that 
the  enemy  "may  have  some  thoughts  of  this  sort,  surely  the 
determination  will  be  greatly  influenced  by.  the  consider- 
ation of  our  relative  force  or  imbecility.  And  even  if 
they  should  entirely  quit  the  United  States,  still  there  are 
objects  well  worth  fighting  for,  objects  too  which  cannot 
be  obtained  without  fighting. 

Every   reason,  therefore,  combines  in  showing  the  pro- 
priety of  cpmmencing  our  operations  very  early,  and,  there- 
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fore,  everything  has  been  done  for  the  purpose,  which  the 
means  in  my  power  would  admit  of.  It  remains  only  with 
the  several  States  to  provide  men  and  money,  and  to  make 
that  provision  as  early  as  possible;  for  the  old  adage, 
that  "he  who  gives  early  doubles  thereby  his  gift,"  can. 
never  be  mure  applicable  than  on  the  present  occasion. 
For  whatever  may  be  the  different  opinions  of  difFbfent 
men,  all  must  agree,  that  the  only  way  to  secure  peace  is 
to  be  prepared  for  war.  And  depend  upon  it,  that  if  we 
neglect  the  present  moment,  we  shall  have  bitter  cause  to 
lament  our  negligence. 

In  the  letter  before  mentioned,  1  did  myself  the  honor 
to  observe,  that  I  expected  the  future  expenditures  would 
be  greatly  curtailed.  This  has  happened,  but  I  also  ob- 
served^ that  the  most  rigid  econoniy  had*  its  bounds,  and 
could  not  exist  without  the  punctual  performance  of  those 
engagements,  on  which  the  firdt  steps  towards  It  auist  de- 
pend. I  have  not  yet  reached  those  bounds,  for  reason^  1 
have  already  slated,  and  how  long  it  will  be  before  I  ar- 
rive Qt  them,  must  depend  on  the  ability  to  perform  the 
engagements  I  have  made ;  and  surely  it  is  unnecessary  to 
add,  that  this  ability  mu^t  depend  on  the  exertions  of  the 
States.  1  mentioned  also,  that  I  should  shortly  advertise 
for  contracts,  as  the  most  effectual  means  of  husbanding  our 
resources. 

With  respect  to  this  matter  of  contracts,  I  have  some 
reason  to  believe  that  it  has  been  misunderstood,  and, 
therefore,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  giving  some  little  in- 
formation oti  the  subject.  When  f  was  called  inta  office, 
I  had  a  thorough  conviction,  that  supplying  by  contracts 
was  the  most  effectual  and  most  economical,  but  I  had  no 
rnoney,  and  credit  was  at  so  low  an  ebb,  that  most  people 
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doubted  whether  any  one  would  pontract.  At  that  time, 
the  State  of  Pennitylvaoia  gave  me  assurances  of  har4 
mooey  to  procure  the  articles  of  3peci6c  suppIijBs  due  from 
that  State  on  the  requisition  of  Congress.  I  immediately, 
purchased  a  p^rt  of  those  sgppliea  on  my  private  and  per- 
sonal credit  and  assurances,  and  I  advertbed  for  a  cpntrapt 
to  Sjupply  rations  at  Philadelphia.  By  degrees  I  extended 
the  contracts  throughogt  Peni^ylvania  i  whereas,  if  I  b^d 
afiyertised  for  (hem  sU  onpe,  I  might,  probiably,  have  failed 
in  obtaiuing  proposals ;  or  if  not,  those  who  inclined'  to 
risk  it  would  have  made  the  public  pay  (j^^r  fpr  the  credit 
reposed  in  the  Minister.  The  contracts^  of  Peonsylvaoia 
were  pajid  out  of  moneys  granted,  for  furnishing  tlie  sup* 
plies,  an(^  the  articles  are  carri^  to  amount  on  the  re- 
^ujsitionsi.  Having  r^a^^n  to  expect  supjwrt  from  tbc^ 
uiiddle  and  eastern  ^tates,  I  have  entended  the  coatracts 
for  supplies  througli  al|  the  cquntry  northward  and  eastr 
^ard  of  Potomac  riv^r  ;  ^nd  iq  order  tb^t  you  miiy 
judge  of  the  effect,  I  will  mention,  that,  on  application  for 
pay  to  the  department  of  the  issuing  (^ommissary,  I  re* 
quired  a  return  of  tbetn*  and  of  their  monthly  pay  5  which 
being  made,  I  found  that  within  that  district  it;  amoMOted  to 
ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  twentyfiye  dojlars ;  wtiich  is 
annually  for  this  salary  aloue^  exclusive  of  all  otfier  exr 
penses,  one  hundred  and  twenty  six  thousand  dollars. 

The  ratipn^  delivered  at  West  Point  apd  its  depen* 
dencies  are  supplied-  at  the  rate  of  nine  and  ?  half  niuer 
tieth$  of  a  dollar  foip  e^^ch  ratjpn ;,  cons^queutly,  tliat  sum 
will  yield  one  million  Qne  bMpdred  and  nineiysix  ^hou^aod 
five  hundred  and  twenlysix  rations,  wlijcb  is  sometliing 
more  thai)  three  thousand  two  l^midred  ^nd  $eventyeig(U 
per  day.     But  when  it  is  coni^id^r^d,  th9t  salaries  were 
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not  the  only  expenses  of  a  depavtment,  it  is  certainly  esti* 
matjng  wiibiu  bounds  to  suppose,  ibat  five  ibousand  soL** 
diers  are  now  fed  every  day  on  what  it  forrperly  cost  the  * 
public  to  siipport  thq  issuers  of  provisiqns  in  a  part  of  tbe 
United  Stales,  I  should  bave  pursued  the  business  of 
contracting  throughout  Aaieripay  bad  1  receive4  any  as*- 
surances  of  ta^t^uion*  which  would  warrant  the  procedurct 
But  I  had  none,  and  1  did  not  dare  risk  myseK  in  malting 
epgagen^nts^  wliipb  I  found  no  probability  of  keeping'r 
But  whenever  I  can  see  any  way  clear,  1  shall  certainly  do 
it,  and,  I  trust,  (bat  ih^  effects  will  be  as  beneficial  as  they 
have  been  eUewheTe« 

(luvipg  already  observed  on  the  necessity  of  early  and 
vigoroMs  exetiionst  and  'noentioned  tbat.l  bad  done  ev^ry'^ 
thing  towards  them  which  was  in  wf  power,  I  haye  dniy 
to  add,  that  vinless  we  aje  properJy  supported,  everything 
so  done,  btis  been  tbjTown  away«  The  views  of  th^  Com* 
oiander  in.  Chief  will  be  disappointed  i  th^  conibipations 
ir.tended  with  our  allies  will  be  deranged,  and  the  ^neaiy 
will  derive  that  advantage  from  our  negligence,  whicli  we 
might  have  derived  from  their  weak^^s?.* 

It  gives  me  great  pain  to  learn  that  the  pitblic  service  is 
too  oben  interrupted,  and  tlie  attpnlion  ^f  men  diverted 
from  it  by  liule  Inyial  dit$putes  of  a  private,  partial,  or  local 
nature,  which  are  comparatively  of  little  consequence. 
This  is  a  conduct  unworthy  of  wise  men,  and  such  as  can- 
not be  justified.^  Svrely  it  is  heat  first  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  our  country  tefore  wc  squabble  about  minute 
objects  of  controversy.  If  we  should  be  told  iliat  the 
British  were  so  n^aterially  divided  in  their  Parliament,  that 
in  contentions  abo.ut  trivial  disputes  they  delayed  granting 
to  the  Crown  e^Sec^qal  aid  of  money,  we  sjiiould  certainly 
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form  very  splendid  expectdtions  from  that  circumstance. 
Judge  then,  whether  our  enemy's  hopes  are  not  raised  by  Our 
dissensions.  Or  rather  let  me  ask,  if  they  have  not  loudly 
asserted  that  they  would  prove  ruinous  to  the  cause  of  in- 
dependence ;  nay,  have  they  not  boasted  that  those  dissen- 
sions originated  in  British  influence  or  British  gold  ?  What 
then  must  be  the  opinion  of  foreigners  and  strangers?  What 
will  they  not  conclude  from  a  conduct,  which  according  to 
their  habits  of  reasoning,  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  dis- 
affection, folly,  or  madness  ?  Let  us,  for  heaven's  sake, 
while  engaged  in  a  cause  the  most  honorable,  the  most 
virtuous,  and  which  must  endear  the  present  generation  to 
future  ages ;  let  us  preserve  a  conduct  noble,  dignified,  and 
worthy  of  that  glorious  cause ;  in  pursuit  of  the  greatest, 
the  dearest  object  which  man  can  possess ;  in  the  fair  road 
to  peace,  liberty,  and  safety,  let  us  not  fall  out  by  the  way. 
But  uohed  to,  and  supporting  each  other,  let  our  efibrts  be 
equal  to  our  claims,  and  let  us  show  that  we  have  the  per- 
severance to  obtain  what  we  had  the  spirit  to  demand. 
Let  us  at  once  become  independent ;  really  and  truly  in- 
dependent ;  independent  of  our  enemies,  of  our  friends, 
of  all  but  the  Omnipbtent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRB6IDSNT   OF    CONORBSI. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  iSth,  1782. 

Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  United  States  i^ 
Congress  assembled,  through  your  Excellency,  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  adopting  immediate  measures  for 
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adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  four  following  departments  ; 
naiiiely,  the  Commissary's,  the  Quarter  Master's,  the  Hos- 
pital,  and  the  Marine ;  up  to  the  last  day  of  December, 
1781,  inclusive*  Having  long  and  attentively  considered 
this  subject,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  among  those  cases, 
which  do  not  admit  of  the  common  forms.  Tber^  must  be 
a  degree  of  vigor  ai^d  decision  in  the  conduct  of  the  busi- 
ness,, which  few  men  possess  a  knowledge  of;  business  not 
commonly  to  be  found,  and  jsuch  uncorrupted  and  uncor- 
ruptible integrity  as  will  give  security  to  the  United  States. 
What  may  be  an  adequate  reward  for  the  services  of  such 
men,  I  really  do  not  know,  but  I  have  such  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  many  fraudulent  practices  have  happened,  and 
that,  in  some  cases,  considerable  balances  aie  due  to  the 
United  States,  that  I  cannot  in  consistency  with  my  duty 
avoid  proposing  to  Congress  the  following  resolutions. 

'^That  four  Commissioners  be  appointed  for  the  settle-  ' 
ment  of  accounts,  namely  ;  one  for  the  Commissary's  de- 
partment, one  for  the  Quarter  Master's  department,  one 
for  the  Hospital  department,  and  one  for  the  Marine  de- 
partment ;  and  that  each  of  the  said  Commissioners  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  liquidate  the  said  respective 
accounts  up  to  the  last  day  of  December,  .1781,  inclusive. 
"That  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  be  authorised  and 
directed  to  appoint  the  said  Commissioners,  and  to  agree 
with  them  for  a  reward  for  their  services  respectively,  and 
also  with  respect  to  the  allowances  to  be  made  to  their 
clerks ;  and  that  be  report  the  names  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners to  Congress. 

'^That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States,  im- 
mediately to  pass  laws  authorising  such  Commissioners 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  examine  wit- 
nesses upon  oath." 


Thede  I  propose  only  as  a  sketch,  which  the  ivrsdom 
of  tlie  United  States  in  Congress  ivill  mould  into  ^^h 
form  as  shall  be  most  proper.  I  will  only  observe  one 
thing,  which  is,  that  the  proposition  that  I  should  ap- 
point such  Commissioners  comes  from  me.  I  have  no 
particukr  persons  in  view,  but  shall  be  happy  to  find 
those  who  are  proper.  I  am  far  from  being  desirous 
of  appointment  to  office,  but  this  is  an  occasion  so 
important,  that  I  s  cannot  sacrifice  my  duty  to  false 
notions  of  delicacy.  Characters  fit  for  such  an  intricate 
and  difficult  business  cannot  easily  be  found,  still  less 
can  they  be  known  to  the  several  members  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  debates  which  sometimes  take  place 
when  appointments  are  made,  deter  the  •  most  proper 
persuns  from  putting  themselves  in  the  way  of  nomi- 
nation. Besides  this,  as  it  is  not  possible  that  the 
several  members  can  be  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
the  talents  of  the  particulac  persons,  it  is  bettef  that 
the  Appointment  should  be  in  one,  who  can  be  made 
accountable  for  an  improper  choice.  I  take  the  liberty 
to  observe,  that  nothing  will  give  more  satisfaction  to 
the  people  at  Idrge  than  to  find  that  these  things  are 
put  in  a  proper  train  ;  for  the  complaints  are  general, 
and  lam  convinced,  that  in  some  cases  at  least  they 
are  well  founded. 

My  reason  for  urging  this  matter  at  the  present  mo- 
ment is,  that  I  am  not  only  pressed  on  the  subject  by 
several  dismissed  officers  of  those  departments  and  by 
their  creditors,  but  I  have  also  had  recent  information 
of  very  considefrablo  fi'auds  and  practices  ;  and  on  con- 
ferring with  the  Controller  of  the  treasury  this  morn- 
ing, the  ptan  above  proposed  appeared  not  onlj^  llie 
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most  e1?giMe,  htt  indeed  the  &fi]y  efeolual  .one.  It  m 
soi^itted,'  wrtfi  ill  due  deftrence,  by  yoor  .|lxoeHen* 
ey^i  inoirt 'obedi<^nt,  8td.  >   . 

ROBCRT  MQRiUS. 


(  • 


ClaCULAE   TO   THE    OOVSRNOBS    OP   THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  dth,  1782. 
Sir,        ' 

On  tlie  .llOlh  and  dTth  of  last  month,  the  United 
States  in  Congress  passed  Acts  for  settling  and  finally 
adjusting  aHthb  public  accoatits,  up  to  'th^  Ursl  day  of 
the  jire^ent  year,  l^hese  iftiportant  Acts  iVould  im- 
mediately have  bieen  transmitted/ but  I  Watt  the  event 
of  some  additiooal  proposttion^  upon  thttt  subject, 
which  are  now  under  the  deliberation  of  Congress,  and 
then  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  layirig  before  you  the 
whole  of  this  very  imi^ortiantliu^ness,  so' that  if  may 
be  maturely  considered' m  a  general  and  comprehensive 
point  of  view^  .  "       ' 

At  present  I  shall  cohfihe  myself  to'  congra^olating 
your  Excellency,  which  I  do  with  the  most  unfeigned 
pleasure,  on  the  prospect  which  begins  to  open,  of  ad- 
justing these  intricate  aikl  almost  dbiiolete  transactions 
of  relieving  the  varrous  public  creditors,  and  conse- 
quently of  rescuing  and  restoring  the  public  credit. 
Let  me  add.  Sir,  that  I  consider  these  things  essential 
to  the  consolidation  of  our  federal  Union,  to  the  pro- 
motion of  general  harmony  and  generous  confidence 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  to  the  establishment 
of  our  glorious  independence  on  the  solid  basis  of 
justice.     I  am   to   request,  Sir,  that   your  public  ac* 
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ooutits  bepot  tin  »'  .stMe  ol-  pjN^nLiiw^y  $0  .thut^Abit 
pcrHoDa^p^tjed  lor  AhM  .pwfpo^^  xnpiy  b^njbl^  «M4i(ljr 
to  investigate  them  ;  as  much   ti^ne  aii4  Qonfoq^ieir^y 
mu<si  j^i^tnse  tfUl'  be'()iereby  spared. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ftc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MR    ORANP,    AT   PARIS. 


Silt 


OiBce  offlnanM,  HMh  Mk,  ITBfc. 


hk  a  httet  of  thiif  day.  to  9^n39iy:iio.  j^pnklip^  JM^n- 
iMer  Klmipot^ntiairy  pf  >l»p  Uoiterf  States  of  A.ijaprifl«i 
to  the  Cpurt  of  Ff)rirail|iQs»:  |  i^fom  l^im^  (whjftl^  iifforr 
mal^  I  iioi  now  to  eoni^y  t^  Y^^f]  ^(^\  I  shall  draw 
biUs  on  yc^U)  aiiaifnajr^  for  thoin  may  ofiisr,  tp  tJ^e 
amoui^  ot.^PB  hundred  thpwiaad  \\Yxe^  U^^rnmf  90 
acc(9UBt  ^  the.  Uiiit^  SlMt^n  o^  ^pi:^  Am^ric^.  I 
bfive  detailed  to  hio^  everythUig  oepesaary  pn  tbf 
subject,  which  he  will  communicate.  I  s^m  ^  requf^s^ 
of  yquy  that  yo^  wjU^duly  hmor  and  piy  tbpse  ii^lis, 
py,iag  i^e  JooAicj^  ,of  eyery  trnnsaotion^  JJrpjj^ .  if  ujft  tp 
tim^  as  oc^^sion.  ouiy  offefr  and  r^g^re^  The  pe^qe^- 
sary  iiiii4«  art^^  I  presume^  in  your  ha^^p  .  alriea^y>  or 
wilj  l^befoc^.  this j^acji^es  you;  bjgt  ,«^t,  auy,.i;At^  Dr 
Vimklin  WM  provi4e,  Al^^m  in;  si^spn. 
I.  have  the.  honor,  to  >U9r  Ji^c,  • 

^IpP^ftT  MOjRRJS. 
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dffice  oir  Finance,  March  9th,  1^8^.' 

The*  'SeereM'y  o^f '  F^re^ii  AStkWi  y«6i:Drdfty  'tniftM 
tfilitted  ^to  l^his  ofGfee,  t}^  leften  aty4  itiv^cft  todtight  bf 

ITpoii  |ierti(^]ift>g  thuin  I  «in  Tery  «orvy  to^  oflien^,  mK 
cmly  that  there  had  *  been  very  gi^ettt  miattiaBttgemeMy 
fautvifeO'^thst  the  letters  dondt  oettitaitt  fhm  fl^r'  rnicl 
stttt^fadtory  aeeoVNit  bf  the  baaiNM^  whidh  ^sli^t  t6 
have  been  transmitted.  There  va  re«isK9^ii  to  belt^te, 
that  a  considerable  part  ef  these  gobds'  aHfe  of  -British 
mal^^lieluV^,  -altid  Consequently  such  as  cannot  be 
brought  within  the  United  States.  As  these  matters 
are  not  clearly  stated,  it  would  be  useless  to  go  at 
present  into  an  ihqofitjir  who  hiis^  been  or  is  to  blame, 
and  'therefofie'  any  .pvriticMiar  observations  from  me 
would  be  both  unnecessary  and  improper. 

I  haVe  wrhteti  to  Dr  Franklid  to  take'  this  busirless 
Ufrder"  hrs  inspection,  and  to  clause  all  the  goods  of 
British  growth  ^ad  manufacture  to  be  soM.  As  to  the 
i'etnafnder  (jf  the  gotjfds,  the  proJ)riety  of  seining' o^ 
shipping  the^  mu^t  depend  on  many  cifcUifhstanc^t, 
a  knovi^ledge  of  which  eannot  be  aeqeiired  here,  so  as 
lb  p'^B  consistent  orders  what  shall  M  done  the^re.  I 
^Ve,  therefore,  desirfed  Dr  FtankKn  to  cause  the  gobds 
i6h^  af6' disposed  of,  as  shall  to  him  appear  most  for 
<he 'interest  of  the  Uhnited  States.  My  rfeasonii  tor  r<- 
fetting'the  whole  matter  to  htn*i  were,  because  he  his 
already  hadso'mnch  to  do  with  k  as  at  least  (b  hate 
patd'ttie  hi^dn^y,  arrdJs,  I  ^-esume,  pHvy  to  the  origi- 
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Dal  agreements  made  by  Colonel  Laurens ;  because  he 
will  know  what  goods  are  coming  out  from  France, 
and  consequently  how  far  any  or  all  of  those  in  Am- 
sterdam, which  are  not  of  British  manufacti^i^-may  be 
necessary  for.  4ia  ;  because  b^  will  liave  aO'  ^pppti^r^iiy 
of  explaining  sueh  parts  of  the  bu^i^ess  as.  mny .  b# 
proper  to  ^plain,lt0  iber  Cwrt  ofFranqei,  .w.ho  hM  hitd 
some  reason  to  complaia,  «r^at  'lea^M;  thioka  tbajb  ^he 
has  I  aody  finally,  because  I  shaU  draw  bills,,  the  paj^ 
ment  of  which  Will' he  at  Paris  under,  his  4uri»tipn» 
and  if  the  other  re8<N(urceB  fail^  the ,  pproQeod^  oi  tbesfs 
goods  will  enable  him  to  honor  ihnuk* 
With  great  reap«ct,  I  am,  &c. 


V     (Mle6'or'Flhaiip«)Ma(t<Blil8tii,17i8. 

I  have .  receivf^d  your  note.pr^ti|i9,.^th^riq^Rt,,aD(|  in 
^swer  am^to  ipibrm  you,  tl|^{.  if. his  ,PfM^a^  .Afigesty 
should  inclinje  to  proouxe  .for  .his  .^ubji^t^  a.  {Mirf.p^;4|fe 
emoluments  ^tteodiqg  the  cpfnm^rc.e  with  thifsxountifyi  tbp 
inmorlance  wber^of'pan  be  9^\y^im^dt&om  the, riches 
it  poured  kitq  Bi:i^io  Wjhiie  she.fqicqrfd,  i^  bei^fiiof  m^- 
nopoly^aJl  that  \»  a^^ful  to  ba  dpQe,'i%;to^(^et  open  his 
ports  to  ouc  vessels,  Aqd  prot^oi  tb^rP;fvbiJst  t^^re.  Xb|e 
merchants  of  t^iis  QQiptry,an9.;unrestrict^d  .^a  tl^ejj^  ^t^f- 
prises  and  coQmi^rciaLpqifSuiA3,).ilhfy,will  na^ur^ajly  trade 
where  they  shall  Q^fidil^eir.pipQt^  fla9st:9f^io:;and.  p^- 
Quuieat ;  9q4. I  Juave.  i^pt .  a  4wi}^  but.  P^rp^a*  W:9ul4{  J^e 
her, shavf  q(  th^irtra^l^, .wei»  t^e .g^MfprnrQe^a.ta.g^Vj^.tbe 
proper  encouragement  to  it. 


^A«  tc>^ttbasupplie»Qr>tbeiii»)y4:of  tbe  United .  St9pte9»  I 
bave.dettriiiMid  io.futMr«.te  60DM»iQt  for  all  such  articles 
wMi.iodimdtiiib)  on  whow  abSities  for  (procuring  goods. ott 
ilMr.^si:{t«fnii^.  IiQfta  d9p«iid«  Tb«y/  will .  import  .th«in  j^ 
tbm  towni  fiiskj;  eonsaquenlly  you  see  I  can  by  oo  niean^ 
jaagagelo  purchase  anjr.  of  ihe.coiwioduies  you  meoHoo 
al  St 'Thomas's;  btit.as  that  Island  seems  to.be  the  genera] 
i^art.  in.tfa^.  Vf»9^1fhdm,,  wherje  the  people  of  America 
itesort'  tq  gxch&Pgfl  tl^air.  prqdu^e  fpr  the  mp^n^factuces  of 
fEiMropify  I.  iiavei  i¥A  a  doubt  but  any  of  hU  Prussian  Maj- 
«e4^'^.9¥bje<^9  .who  uKky  be.iocljoj^d  to  this  business,  v^ 
readily  find  an  occasion  of  disposing  of  their  ^^ods.  there, 
and  receiving  in  exchange  (or  the;  sauie,L.tbe  staple  articles 
offU^^cmoKy.   .    /  .  . 

As  to  what  relates  to  your  personal  affairs,  you  will  find 
that  1  have  conformed  to  your  views,  and  I  expect  what 
IS  done  in  that  jrespeet  will  be<fmaeh  *to  your  satisfaction. 
I,anp,  %,  &c, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


.1^0.  B.  .VAANJU^JJN. 

Office  oirfHsatwA,  MaaMh  S(U,1W: 

Sir,    ,  ^  •.      , 

Applications  being  frequently  made  by  the  several  Loan 
(Mtees,  for  orders  to  renew  seta^  of  exdiange^  in  conse- 
quence of  proof  made  to  them'  by  the  proprietors  of  inter- 
est bilisy  that  the  first,  second,  thjrd,  and  fourth  bills,  Imve 
.Jbaep  loat  and  .dis3^3!e4,  or  by.  pp^i^eQ^  prexepred.  from 
reaebiiig'tliai  persons  tawhoni  tbey-^ere  remitted, ^ed  as 
it  is  but  just  in  such  instances  to  t^etievv  the  same,  I  have 
caused  a  number  oi*  bills  to  be  struck,  of  the  same  denoni- 


iiMlimisi  aMt  in  4li0'»aine  siyte,  ftfanUcfr,  and  ieiior»  emtepi 
time  itiey  are  fiflfa,  tticfli, '  ^i^ncb,  ah4  e^<tHfa  bitb,  aad 
•frheti  ma<l»  «ide  of  witt'beilM  up  in  nbeiaonie  mtnH* 
i^r  as^tbe  first  f^Mrr  vtete^  andittUed  froml  tiieisaln«'«C««. 
i  give  yod  tbMT'ncltidey  ttMit  you  may  idmeot  ttie  baokfrtt 
pay  due  b0nop  to  any  dne  >of  these  WHs'  in  all  JkistamBaa^ 
"rtrbere  no  one  of  the  set,  e^eyMtating  of  etgiiti  Waa  befole  ite^ 
paidt  «nd  of  ominse  4ib  w}H  before  such  pttynv^iftt  alwaya 
aansfy  bimseif,  thet  none  of  the  others  have  b^eg  boiiored* 
This  general  adrice  wHi  I  tfafok  tmavrtrr  the  pu^pea^  aiaA 
Mffider  unneceasary  .parricolar  ad«iee  t»i^  rettdt  faoeWti 
set  of  exehtfnge. 

I  bkve  fbehonor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  SIORRrSi^ 


Offiee  of  Finance,  Mardli  3Dih,  178S. 

As  I  promised  during  the  conference,  with  which  you 
honored  me  ^yesterday,  to  give  an  onswer  in  writing  to  the 
proposition  you  made  In  dbns^eqtrence  of  a  resolution 
paaaad  ^  di«>Ia€;giataMfa  of-Abssachusetts,  on  the  5th  day 
of  this  month,  1  shall  now  perform  that  proa()ise,  but  in 


?MArch^ik.    Httraig  dotifiBiiocMl  tp  (b^w^nlkron.Mr  Qi«iH>  tt 

P%nB,  for  fiy«  hundred  thouaand  livrea,  under  such  lunitations  and 
conditions  as  must  secure  the  payment,  the  Minister  of  Franbe 
being  absent,  I  consulted  M.  de  Marbois,  CKargi  d'Aftur^,  rAad  to 
him  my  letter  U  I>r  Frariklin,  ^zi^ataed  my  filttn^  «6d  ttually  had 
his  «|q[»irolMtti«i,.to  faras  h»  is  mtheiiaed.  This  ftntlemaA  alio 
oommonicated  to  me  the  Minister's  letters  to  the  Court,  so  far  .as 
they  related  to  our  finances,  and  I  found  them  to  breathe  the  true 
spirit  of  attachment  and  friendship  to  America.    IXdry. 


DIPLOfiftAVfP'IK>MiPNINDENC£.  l^f 

#fng4t )  «biklti4bifik.M't}fHiQ««9$apy  to  fa  bto^thiit  fi|114ih 
Hiiiof  r^a^ing  «!». ibe  sidbjept,  wilucU  to  planum  cm- 
v«rafttioi}  hetw^fl  «« ;.  afid  1  am  tbe  more,  rendily  indiicad 
10  d^cline^  Iihi9,  becfiuse  yoii^.Siks  sefiucid  ^iati^fied  of  tb« 
f0r9&«Q$ii  pfOfwi0iy  of  th€»  n^naona  urfisd  $  wbf^r&fope  wbeu 
}t9utfiiM»9  to  oNlk^  th0^>€pn)m»i»»oaUo8ri(C^.  tbe  State,  your 
e$9A&f  wiH  iodMceijtf^d  yivur  abilities  enftbte  3^H)»  to  do 
m^  «f«f>ie  josliice,  .  • 

I  ispi)!,  dierfji^e»  oppt«ol  ifty^(.  with  ohserviog,  dmt 
in  jiH  lOo<n)l»e^.  #i)gi^d  m  warv  exfweiepoe  ba&  sooR«r< 
or  l9ler  pofptod:(0»i  ^aonMcl^*  wiib.  pw^ate  men  of^  subM 
stUfNpe  and  talaiito(9<^LAo  4be  imderiaktng  as  tfao  ob^apest) 
moH  oerOaHm  a^id/  co9«9qi»|ntJ|)r  tb^  beat  moda  of  obtain^ 
iog -liMMtft.  aitiak^f  wbiob  ^m  mepm^ry.  for  tbia  -subsis** 
oiN^<  ooferiog)  elotbing)  n^i.  w>ymg  of  aa.  arany.  Tbo 
o^perioDOji^  of  otb«r  ooMQjtftoa:  could-  n^jt  aatisf^r  Aiooriea^ 
Wft  mliMt  faw«  it  of  our  owo. acquiring }  we  h»ve  at  leogib 

* 

UM4gM  it ;  but  ibe  pur«to9«^J}ftd  n^prly  been  oiv  riiin.  i 
had  been  long  since  oooxrinoedi  ^^  iioibing  coiuld  sav;e 
ya,  but  cipepiog  nil  tbe  Americap  poi^  to  .u wrestraif ed 
eommeree,^)  tb0<«ia«lieta  orAn^i^ioa:fto.tb9  fr^,;|^|e  and 
purcbfit0<of  0veify  ert*^e!  of  ita^  ppodiipti^Ar  and  import  i 
ajad  by  4«ikifig .  aw4^  ^\\  peatiK^in^  oa  iooiie^»  leave  et erya 
iiidividual  to  judge  and.iact  fer  hi^oadf*  I  labored  bard  in 
eooae^imetiee  of  tUa  ooay«<$tioo»  to  imroduce  aeob  oieMureff 
inH^tbfe  &im$  of  vbicb  1  ao)  fi  f9erni)^,  eod  6oal(y  waa 
hfippy  eociiigi^  io  aueceed  i  tbe  gQQd  ^opae^naiBees  w#r« 
ioitaadiately  seeofMad  felt  $  th^  essaiople  baa.  been  iolloined) 
aeditia.to  be  sjt^ibiited  i(0  thovfnaedoicat  wbieb  «»e  j^ow 
eii)«iy,  tlint  pafaooaowi  be  fouqd  wiWog  to  ooo&raet  for 
furnishing  supplies  to  t{^  Amefiean  Amy*    . 

I  ha?e  succeeded  in  obfiainiog .  maoy  coot«eota  on  very 
reaf«MMQ.^#rrii^.f]Dlt  saving    to  tbe   United   States 
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thereby  is  immense,  and  I  am  confident,  that  neither  the 
patriot  who  fiHs  the  ch6ir  of  government,  the  hondrabte 
gentlemen  who  compose  the  council,  nor  those  who  repre- 
sent  the  conntry  of  Massachusetts,  would  wish  me  iq  maiie 
an  engagement,  which  iir  pailiaUty  to  that  Stct^e-^  would 
h'  its  efiects  destroy  a  system,  chat  has  been  profed  ao 
truly  economical.  I  cannot,*  Sir,  enter  into  the  engage^ 
ments  proposed  by  Massachusetts,  without  being  exposed 
to  similar  cliBiims  in  twelve  others,  and  I  fee)  (he  absohite 
necessity  and  propriety  of  decliniog  every  applieatibn  of 
the  kind.  The  persons  wflo  contract  with  me  to  supply 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  must  make  purchases  of 
the  aHi())es  necessary;  their  imerests  wiH  lead  them  to 
those 'markets,  which  wHI  supply  cheapest,  tewever  n^mote 
from  the  scene  of  action,  and  this  will  give  aH  the  Stales 
a  fair  cHaqce  of  obtaining  mon^y,  or  bank  notes,  through 
that  channel  to  p^y  their  taxes.  Those  wh6  mW-  girt 
most  labor  or  goods  f6r  money  aiKl  notes,  will- tindbnbi^ 
edly  obtain  the  greatest  share  thereof. 

1  cannot  quit  this  subject,  WiAioat-obsierving,'ttiat  taxing 
in  specifics'is  expensive  to  the  people,  cumbersome  to  the 
government,  atid  gen^rtlly  inad\$q«afe  to  the  object,  l 
tbink  if  every  individual  in  the  country '}s  left  to  dispose  as 
be  pleases  of  his  property,  and  compelled  to  pay  his  taxes 
in  money  or  bank  notes,  he  will  satisfy  the  tax  by  ihe  sate 
of  much  less  of  that  property « than  in  tlie  caM  of  a  spth 
cific  tax  taken  from  him  to  raise  the  sum.  Nothing  could 
gratify  me  more  than  to  have  an  opportunity  of-  evineing 
to  the  Stale  of  Massiaehusetts  Ik>w  much  I  am  deposed  to 
comply  with  her  wishes  in  every  instance,  that  my  general 
duty  to  the  United  States  will  permit. 

I  Mife  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  ' 

ROBERT  MOIlftlS. 


.1  •' 


DIPLOMATIC  GORREAFONDENCE.  |^9 


CIRCULAB   TO   THE    GOVERNORS    OF    THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  15th,  1789. 
Sir, 

lo  a  circular  letter,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
your  Excellenc55 '  on  the  9th  day  of  last  month,  you  were 
informed,  that  the  United  States  in  Congress  had  on  the 
30th  and  27th  of  February,  passed  Acts  for  setding  and 
finally  adjusting  all  the  public  accounts ;  and  that  those  Acts 
would  have  been  transmitted  immediately,  but  that  I  was 
induced  to  wait  the  event  of  sbme  additional  propositions 
upon  that  subject,  which  were  then  before  Congress. 

As  I  now  discover  that  those  propositions  meet  with 
much  greater  delay,  than  at  that  Ume  was  expected,  and 
as  it  is  still  uncertain  when  they  may  be  decided  upon,  I 
think  it  improper  to  detain  longer  the  Acts  that  were  passed, 
although  several  considerations  induced  a  desire  to  have 
the  whole  system -communicated  to  the  several  Assemblies 
at  one  and  the  same  time. 

You  will  observe,  Sir,  that  it  is  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  several  Legislatures,  duly  to  empower  and  authorise 
the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  to  make  a  final 
settlement  of  the  proportions  to  be  borne  by  each  respec- 
tive State,  of  the  general  expenses  of  the  war,  from  the 
commencement  thereof,  until  the  1st  day  of  January,  17S2. 
An  immediate  compliance  with  this  recommendation  is  of 
infinite  importance  to  the  Union,  as  it  is  also  to  each  of  the 
States.  No  determination  of  quotas,  which  Congress  can 
at  this  time  possibly  make,  will  create  a  difierence  for  or 
against  any  State  equal  to  the  expense,  which  will  arise 
either  by  disputing  its  quota,  or  by  delaying  to  have  it 
fixed.     If  Congress  are  now  empowered,  they  must  be 
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determined  by  general  principles,  and  if  the  decision  is 
delayed  ever  so  long,  general  principles  must  at  last  be 
resorted  to,  and  that  after  large  sums  shall  have  been 
expended  by  each  of  the  Governments,  in  attempting  to 
a^icertain  their  respective  numbers  of  inhabitants,  value  of 
pt^operty,  quantity  of  lands,  annual  income,  &cc«  The  re^ 
turns  on  these  points  severally,  cannot  be  made  with  cer- 
tainty and  exactitude  ob  toihe  time  pasi^  and  therefore 
they  wiH  only  afford  more  ample  field  for  disputation ;  dis^ 
putes,  which  if  the  cause  be  not  removed  by  a  compliance 
with  the  present  requisition,  may  probably  deprive  us  of 
the  blessings  of  peace  after  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
shall  cease. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  detail  the  reasons,  which 
induced  Congress  to  adopt  this  measure,  but  I  cannot  help 
obs6)'ving,  that  it  is  to  the  want  of  a  decision  on  this  point, 
that  the  languor  and  want  of  exertion  of  the  several  States 
are  to  be  attributed.  That  fatal  assertion  that  each  has 
done  most,  which  each  has  made  and  repeated,  until  it  has 
gained  but  too  much  credit,  would  never  have  obtained'  a 
place  in  the  minds  of  men,  who  really  love  their  country 
and  cause,  had  the  requisitions  of  Congress  been  made  an- 
nually for  money,  and  the  quotas  fixed  finally  at  the  date 
of  the  demand.  The  compliances  of  each  would  in  that 
case  have  determined  their  respective  merits  or  demerits ; 
we  should  then  have  seen  a  competition  the  very  reverse  of 
that  which  has  for  some  time  past  prevailed  ;  and  it  is  not 
yet  too  late.  Let  us  settle  the  accounts  of  the  past  expen- 
ditures, adjust  the  shares  which  each  State  has  to  pay,  but 
let  the  settlement  be  final,  or  we  do  nothing.  And  if  on 
the  requisition  of  men  and  money  for  this,  and  for  future 
years,  the  quotas  be  finally  fixed,  and  the  compliances  be 
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made  publicly  koowa,  we  shall  banish  that  distrust,  which 
I  am  sQrry  to  say  now  exists  between  the  States,  and  in 
place  thereof  excite  the  noble  ardor,  which  animated  our 
conduct  in  the  commencement  of  the  contest.  The  strife 
will  then  be  which  shall  be  foremost  in  contributing  their 
share  to  the  support  -of  that  war,  oa  the  success  of  which 
depends  the  political  existence  of  all. 

A  desire  to  name  commissioners  of  approved  abilities 
and  character,  has  induced  me  to  delay  such  nominations, 
until  I  can  obtain  information  of  suitable  persons  from  each 
Slate.  I  shall  very  soon  proceed  in  this  business,  Jn  such 
manner  as  to  me  shall  seem  most  likely  to  obtain  honest, 
impartial,  and  equitabfe  settlements  of  the  public  accounts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  .&c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   VfATHANIEL    APPLETON. 

Office  of  Finance,  Apiil  16th,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  am  indebted  for  your  .letters  of  the  14th  and  28th  of 
last  month.  Having  personally  a  great  regard  for  your 
Governor,  it  gives  me  pain  to  disapprove  of  ady  of  his 
measures,  and  probably  he  .never  could  have  given  cause 
for  blame  by  any  delay  of  the  impost  law,  had  he  consid- 
ered  how  many  widows  and  orphans,  as  well  as  other  de- 
serving persons,  friends  to  their  country  and  its  cause,  are 
deprived  of  the  means  of  comfortable  subsistence,  by  being 
kept  but  of  that  interest,  which  is  so  justly  their  due,  and 
which  the  revenue  to  be  raised  in  consequence  of  that  law 
was  intended  to  discharge. 

I  know  he  has  a  benevolent  heart ;  I  know  that  he  is 
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generous ;  aod  principles  of  justice  wiH  alwoys  have  their 

proper  influence  over  him.     I  beg  you  will  renund  him, 

that  bis  generosity,  humanity,  and  justice,  are  all  concerned 

in  promoting  the  establishment  of  permanent  revenues,  snf- 

ficient  to  discharge  the  interest  of  our  public  debt.     Nay, 

more,  the  political  existence  of  America  depends  on  the 

accomplishment  of  this  plan.  We  cannot  be  called  a  nation, 

nor  do  we  deserve  to  be  ranked  amongst  the  nations  of  the 

earth,  until  we  do  justice  to  Ihose,  who  have  served  and 

trusted  us.     A  public  debt,  supported  by  public  revenue, 

will  prove  the  strongest  cement  to  keep  our  confederacy 

together.     Sound  policy  would  also  dictate,  that  we  should 

do  justice  to  those  who  have  trusted  us,  in  order  that  we 

may  have  pretensions  to  credit  in  future.     We  might  then 

tax  the  present  race  of  citizens  six  pounds,  instead  of  a 

hundred,  and  leave  posterity  to  pay  the  principal  of  a  debt 

contracted  in  consequence  of  our  distresses  and  necessities, 

but  from  which  they  will  derive  ease  and  emolument.     I 

could  say  a  great  deal  more  on  this  subject,  and  probably 

shall  to  tlie  world  at  large,  if  the  just  measures  of  Congress 

continue  to  meet  whh  such  ill  judged  opfiosidon. 

I  am.  Dear  Sir,  &cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  17th,  1782. 

Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  communications  made  to  roe  by 

his  Excellency,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  since  his 

return  from  Virginia,  1  shall  proceed  to  draw  bills  upon 

IVIr  Grand  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred  thousand  livres 
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monthly ;  so  that  computing  the*  months  of  January,  Feb- 
ruary, March,  and  April,  I  have  now  to  draw  for  two  mil- 
lions of  livres ;  as  I  hope  and  expect  that  the  five  hundred 
thousand  livres,  already  drawn^  may  be  provided  for  out  of 
the  balance  due  on  the  Dutch  loan.  Thi^  supply  comes 
most  seasonably,  and  at  a  more  leisure  moment  you  will 
be  charged  with  the  proper  acknowledgements  to  the  Court. 
I  must  however  repeat,  that  the  sum  requested  for  the 
service  of  this  year  will  bh  necessary  to  enable  me  to  sup- 
port the  campaign,  and  perfect  my  arrangements ;  it  will 
be  my  constant  study  to  draw  forth  our  own  resources  and 
lessen  our  demands  on  France ;  but  these  things  require 
time. 

I  find  it  will  be  advantageous  to  draw  upon  Holland  and 
Cadiz  as  well  as  on  Paris ;  and,  therefore,  I  request  that 
you  will  desire  Mr  Grand  to  give  immediate  orders  to 
Messrs  Fizeau,  Grand  &  Co.  in  Amsterdam,  to  honor  any 
bills  I  may  draw  on  them,  with  directions  to  take  their  re- 
imbursement on  him,  for  account  of  the  United  States. 
He  must  &lso  give  similar  orders  to  Messrs  Harrison  &  Co.. 
of  Cadiz,  and  I  will  furnish  Mr  Graild  with  regular  advice 
of  every  bill  I  draw,  whether  on  himself  or  either  of  those 
houses.  My  bills  in  the  whole  will  not  exceed  the  sums 
to  which  I  am  limited,  and  the  commission  those  houses 
charge  will  be  paid  by  Mr  Grand.  I  Expect  it  will  not  ex- 
ceed a  half  per  cent ;  respecting  which  I  shall  write  to 
them.  I  am  induced  to  draw  on  those  placi^s,  because  the 
sale  of  bills  will  thereby  be  extended,  and  the  price  better 
supported. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  S^. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


1^  RQBfi&T  MQBIUS. 


TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  23d,  1782. 

Dear  Sir, 
You  have  enclosed  herewith,  the  copy  of  an  official 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  which  contains 
9ome  information  on  subject  that  you  ought  to  know.  It 
has  been  iny  intention  for  some  time  past  to  give  you  <a 
detail  of  circumstances,  which  have  happened  since  the 
date  of  my  former  despatches ;  hut  the  occurrences  of 
every  day  employ  my  whole  time,  and  engross  my  whole 
attention,  especially  for  the  last  six  weeks,  as  I  have  been 
deprived  of  assistance.  The  first  leisure  moments  shall  be 
devoted  to  make  you  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  things 
here,  and  in  the  meantime  you  may  indulge  the  pleasii^ 
idea,  that  system  and  regularity  are  dispelling  the  clouds 
in  which  our  afiairs  have  been  enveloped. 
I  am,  very  sincerely,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Head  Qu&rtert,  April  23d,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  copy  of  the  contract  you 
have  been  pleased  to  send  me,  under  cover  of  your  favor 
of  the  15th  instant.  It  came  very  opportunely,  as  I  have 
already  been  applied  to  for  a  determination  upon  the  points 
submitted  to  my  decision. 

1  am  very  glad  to  find  that  an  Intendent,  appointed 
by  you,  is  to  attend  the  army,  and  to  hear  and  decide 
upon  causes  of  complaint  or  uneasiness,  which  may  arise 
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between  the  army  and  the  contractors'.  As  we  are  stHI 
to  gain  knowledge  by  experience,  other  complaints  than 
those  which  have  already  occurred*  may  yet  arise ;  and  I 
shall  be  very  happy  to  he  relieved  from  those  troubles  as 
much  as  possible.  I  wish  you  may  be  fortunate  in  the 
appoiotmeDi  of  this  person,  and  that  he  may  be  with  the 
army  at  an  early  periods 

You  may  be  assured,  that  I  am  fully  persuaded  of  the 
importance  and  utility  of  the  present  mode  of  feeding  the 
army»  and  that  I  shall  take  every  occasion  to  impress  the 
same  ideas  upon  the  noinds  of  the  officers.  I  am  pleased 
to  findy  that  saving,  the  complaints,  which  have  arisen  in 
their  execution,  they  are  generally  inclined  to  acquiesce' 
and  promote  the  contracts;  and  you  may  depend,  that  1 
shall  take  pleasure  in  giving  the.  gentlemen  concerned  in 
our  supply,  every  assistance  and  protection  in  my  power, 
consistent  with  that  justice,  which  I  think  is  due  to  the 
army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  &c. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO   MAJOR   OJBNEEAL  6RBBKE. 

Office  of  finance,  April  24th,  1782. 

Sir, 
The  several  bills  ycu  found  it  necessery  to  draw  upon 
me  have  been  punctually  honored,  and  I  am  pleased  at 
having  been  able  by  this  means  to  strengthen  your  credit 
and  provide  you  with  money,  which  I  dare  say  will,  agree^ 
ably  to  your  declaration,  be  expended  only  on  occasions  of 
pressing  necessity.  Would  it  werie  in  my  power  to  make 
yon  perfectly  easy  on  the  score  of  money ;  you  would 
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then  experience  the  alacrity  with  wbicb  my  complianees 
would  be  made. 

I  have  observed  by  the  tenor  of  several  of  your  letters  on 
the  subject  of  the  confederation,  that  your  sentiments  coin* 
cide  entirely  with  my  own.  The  inefficacy  of  that  instru- 
ment is  daily  felt,  and  the  want  of  obligatory  and  coercive 
ckuses  on  the  States  will  probably  be  productive  of  the 
most  fatal  consequences.  At  present  they  content  them- 
selves with  the  assertion,  that  each  lias  done  most,  and 
that  the  people  are  not  able  to  pay  taxes.  Languor  and 
iaexertion  are  the  ofispring  of  this  doctrine,  and  finally  the 
people,  who  are  said  to  be  incapable  of  bearing  taxation, 
actually  pay  double  the  sum,  that  would  be  necessfiry  in 
the  first  instance.  Nothing  on  my  part  has  been  omitted 
that  I  could  think  of,  to  stimulate  them  to  exertions ;  and 
I  have  given  tbem  every  encouragement  to  support  my 
arrangements,  that  could  i>e  derived  from  regularity,  sys* 
tern  and  economy ;  but  all  this  does  not  produce  the 
efiect  it  ought ;  there  are  in  every  Legislature,  charac- 
ters too  full  of  local  attachments  and  views,  to  permit  suffi- 
cient attention  to  the  general'  interest.  I  am  perfectly 
sensible,  and  was  the  day  I  became  Superintendent  of  ^ 
Finance,  of  the  difficulties  that  are  to  be  encountered.  I 
know  full  well  that  it  requires  much  time,  more  patience, 
and  greater  abilities  than  I  claim,  to  bring  the  finances  to 
the  order  in  which  they  ought  to  be  in  every  well 
governed  country.  But  I  apprehend  this  knowledge 
ought  not  to  deter  eitlier  you  or  me  from  continuhig  the 
struggle  with  those  difficulties.  If  I  had  been  deterred 
by  their  appearance  from  the  acceptance  of  my  appoint- 
ment, our  afifairs  would  probably  have  been  worse  than 
they  now  are,  or  if  you  had  declined  to  oppose  the  British 
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arms  in  t!ie  Southern  States,  Virginia  might  now  have 
"tbrmed  the  boundary  line. 

You,  tlwrefore,  my  £N)Qr  Sir,  must  continue  your  exer- 
tioins,  with  or  witiiout  rnen,  provisions,  clothing,  or  pay,  in 
hopes  that' all  things  will  come  ri«ht  at  last ;  and  I  will  con- 
tinue mine  until  sonfebody  nfore  competent  sliali  be  foucid 
ib  relreve  me;  'The  Secretary  at  War  wiH  say  everything 
that  is  necessary  with  respect  to  men,  clotliing,  short  en- 
Kstments,  and  future  *operatl6ns. 

With  respect  to  the  pay  of  the  arlny,  w6  have  abolished 
the  practice-  of  partial  paj^ments.  The  officers  with  you 
WKI  be  furnished  montMjr'  with  their  subsistence  money, 
and  let  their  distance  b&  what  it  may,  they  shall  have  the 
same  payments  with  those  that  are  nearer;  for  1  never 
will  consent  to  partial  payments  so  long  as  it^  depends  on 
me;  How' much  pay  I  shall  be  able  to  make,  depends  ab- 
solutely on  the  collection  of  taxes  in  the  several  States. 
If  they  comply  tolerably  well  with  the  requisition  of  Con- 
gress Tor  the  year  1782,  I  wil!  make  tolerably  good  pay  to 
the  army  for  that  year,  but  if  the  States  will  not  furnish 
the  means,  it  is  impossible.  The  discontents  of  the  army 
.should  in  justice  be  directed  to  the  Legislatures  of  those. 
States,  wbfch  neglect  or  delay  to  pay  their  quotas  of  the 
continental  tax,  and  it  shall  be  clearly  known  in  ftuure 
which  they  are. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRia 

Vol.  XII.  18 
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TO   THE   Gor^EBNOR   QV   VIR6I17JA. 

O^cd  of  finance,  April  fi7fh,  178k. 
Sir,  , 

In  a  letter  from  the  Muiisier  Pleaipoteotinry  of  Fraoce« 
of  the  ^d  instaot,  is  ibe  following  |iairagFaph» 

'^His  Majesty  iiaviog  consented  to  furnish  the  Stale  of 
Virginia  with  arms,  c!Qlhing,And  muniliocis,  for  a  sumt^with 
the  amount  of  which  I  am  unacquainteii,  tbfiMifuster  desires 
that  Virginia  would  rqpder.  an  accjount  of  Uiesanfie  tatbe 
United  States,  and  tba|t  you  Mrould  close  the  .business,  and 
tlie  s^nioimt  which  has  been  advanced  by  France  to  Vir- 
ginia, shall  be  deducted  from  the  sums  loaned  to.  the  United 
States.^* 

IVly  answer  of  this  flate  is  as  follows. 

/^With  respect  lo  the  supplies  for:,the  State  of  Vkginia,  I 
have  already  had  the  honor  of  mentioning;  to  .your  I^cel? 
lency,  that  1  could  by  no  raeaos  consider  purchases  madq 
for  any  particular  State  in  the  Union,  as  properly  cbai^^ 
alile  to  tbe  United  Suies.  Tbis  was  in  a  letter  of  tbe.S6^ 
of  November  last,  in  consequence  of  your  appligfition  re»- 
latiijg  both,  fo . Maryland  and  Virginia.  If  Dr  Franklin  iias 
asked  the  supplies  lon  the  credivof.^he.  United  Stal^Si  they 
will  of  course  be  brought  to  their  account.  But  (  caoapt 
conceii*e,  that  this  has  been  done  by  him,  as  I  jda  ooi  know 
of  any  orders  to  do  so  from  tbe  Congr^s.  .  Y,Qur,  Excd^ 
leneJr.liArHl^il^nvdtdBlfetiit^  see  with  me  the  impropriety  of 
listening  to  the  applications  made  by  separate  States,  and 
be  convinced  how  much  it  is  the  duty  of  those  to  whom 
the  administration  is  committed,  to  oppose  these  appear- 
ances of  disunion  in  our  councils ;  appearances,  which, 
however  unfounded,  are  not  the  less  injurious.    The  State 
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t£V'wffniBf  18,  M.you  well  kho%  fur  frooi  being  nngtrfat  in 
her  applications  abroad  for  separate  aid,  and  yotir  EsevU 
lency  is  better  informed  thaa^tliBOst  any  oibaryof  ihe  evils 
whidi  biV*  refilled  Jrbii  them.  I  do  not  mention  this 
with  a  view  to  blame  those  who  made,  or  those  who 
granted  the  requests,  allitded  to.  On  the  contrary,  it  gives 
me  pleamre  to  €ndj  tlm  ki  i^m^itii^neee^  aitMog  ik>  many, 
a  frw(le;s^  {Q^qgrs^  bjE^  f^  ks^f^  ^^^  to  the  purses  of  indi- 
viduals. As  there  is  a  hope  that  these  irregulanides  m^y 
DoloDger  takephoo,  1  witt  not '  alisolutdy  dectfle,  and 
must  pray  thai  tins  question  be  for  ttio  present  kft  open ;  as 
I  am  estMMiely  destrowi  not  to  in^re  fhe-  operatbns  or 
cmdit  of  any  punioular  Sttteji  wlMle  1  .piirscie  the  load 
msfked  out  by  pubiic  diitiss.  1  shall  transinit  to  the  gov«- 
erottimt  of  VirginiQ  that  pavt  of  our  letter,  wbkb  rliiatesia 
this  object*^' 

I  prefiuin»^'thi|t  iiv^M  be  uuneoessary  to  f«i|ittFk  to  your 
Exeeiiewcy^  luyw  inoafiable'  the  United  Sttftes  are  of  assum* 
ing  burdens  of  debi5  wliiid  so  iktle  »^ntio»  ia  p4id  to  piit 
the  public  treasury  in  a  eitcHMion  lo.  defray  4he  lieonKary 
«xpeii8^s*of  ibecnrreni'serviiBei  I  most  {ir&y  te  <be  fiir^ 
nished  with  ah  exact  aonoiint,  «8  4MkaIi  as  nmy  be^  At  ih^ 
sum  due  by  the  State  of  Virginift  to'ttie  Cntirt  ef  ^*ance, 
and:  6f  the  fimds  which  Uk  State  propose  to  apply  in  dis- 
charge of  it ;  in  order  that  I  may,  if  possible,  take  such 
measures  as  may  preserve  her  credit,  and  not  be  injurious 
to  the  United' Stetes;  >lt  ^eeouiee  m)«>duty^  Sir,  on  this 
occ3^on,,tD  mention  fu\r4her  tb^  sum  of  sixtysix  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  three  livres,  which  .were  expended 
by  Mr  Lee  in-  tkm  purchase  of  anpfilies  for:  your  St^e ; 
.whiob;Ai{ir&  aokeofvledged  by  a'  cerlifi^efte^f  tbe  IBth  4i 
Umtskf  nSQf.witb  ik4irofiiise:to  aocoum*.  • 
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Your  letter  of  ttie  38tfa  of  March  lait  hw  been  received 
some  time  ago. 

I  bave  the  honor  to  be^  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS; 


TO   THE    S^RfiTARY   0»   FORKIGN    AyJAIRft.  . 

Office  of  tinance,  April  97th,  ItSd. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  France  having  informed 
me  on  the  part  of  bis  Court,  that  no  extraordinary  sums 
will  be  paid  to  the  Mimsters  of  the  United  States  in  Euf 
rope,  I  must  request  that  you  will  furnish  roc  with  ao  ac- 
count of  the  several  salaries  payable  to  the  foreign  Mkus* 
ters  and  their  Secretaries ;  and  I  will  make  out  bills  in 
your  favor  on  the  Banker  of  the  United  States  ia  Paris;, 
for  the  last  quarter,  commencing  wilki  the  present  year.  I 
musty  at  the  sainir  time,  pray  you  will  ivequife  of  those  geo* 
tiemen,  tiie  state  of  their  several  aceouttts  with  the  public 
for  salaries,  that  tlie  whole  any  be  adjusted,  and  all  future 
expensea  of  that  sort  be  classed  under  -the  proper  bead  of 
the  Department  of  Foi«ign  iiffiiira*  , 
1  have  the  honor«to  bci  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


V. 


TCk  TH£   GOVCJINOft  OF  UAHYhJ^D* 

Office  of  Finance,  April  30lh,  1782.  * 

Sir,      . 
i  iidd  the  honor  to  receive  yosr  ExceUeocy's  letter, -dated 
In  Council,  Annapiolis,  Aprils   1782,  preilioiis  to  which  I 
had  in  mine  of  the.  16tb  ioslemi  tmnsoiilied'  the  Aett  of 
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Oei^ess^  wbieb  yon  nieotion.  1  hope  they  will  meet  the 
wislies  of  your -Excellency  and  of  the  State,  ae  that  a 
speedy  compKance  with  them  imty  torward-  the  great  btisH> 
ness  their  are  formed  to  aoeompHsli* 

t  am  moefa  obHgcd  by  your  EKoelleiicy's  observation,  as 
to  the  propriety  of  stating  how-nrMich  money  is  to  be  ex- 
pended. The  estimates  of  .the  current  year  were  formed 
by«<3ongre$s ;  the  acmiraoy  of  them  I  cannot  answer  for, 
botratber  indine  >to  thinklhey  wiU  fall  short  of  the  object 
propoMd.  The  loose  raaoner  in  wfaioh  business  bas  for- 
merly  been  conducted,  did  indeed  render  it  impraciioabie 
to  frame  very  precise  estimates*  That  those  adopted  are 
not  exorbitant,  wtU  easily  be  seen,  by  comparing  the  sum 
total  with  the  expenditure  of  former  years.  It  is  my  in- 
tention to  show  by  the  exhibition  of  clear  accounts,  how 
the  public  money  iatrttsied  to  me  lias  been  expended. 
This  sha]l  h^  done  publicly,  and  then  estimates  formtid 
agreeably  to  such  a<xounts  will  be  clearly  understood,  and 
convey  tbait  satisfiiction  to  the  miod  of  every  eaodid  man, 
wbioii  I  am  desirous  of  itnpaiting.  . 

Yottr  BxeeHency  will  easily  pereeire,  that  the  pri- 
Hiary*  atep^mint  be  to  grant  money,  and  the  acceuntrng 
ibr*it  a  secondary  one^  I  presume  that  by  tbo  Amer- 
iean  CoiAslUutiooi  the  determination  on  <stims  to  be 
appropriated  must  be  vested  ia  the  supreme  rejweseo- 
tative,  and  I  hope  there  is  so  omeh  eonfidi^nco  in  the 
wisdom  and  integrity  of  that  body,  ae  to  believe  that 
they  do  not  ssk  for  sums  which  are  unnecessary. 
,  Before  I  close  this  letter  I  will  pray  leave  4o  repeat 
to- your  Exoellencyasentimont  often  expressed  before, 
that  I  despise  every  scheme  or  system,  which  imiet 
depcMd  for  rite  aueteis  oa  pBiyateryi^rooacearlaieDly  and 
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am  comritlced  tlfat  our  ^redil  will,  never  be  tally  eilab* 
Ush«d,  flfiitil  all  ottr  public  affairs  are  open  to  the  puUk 
ejre*  I  ardeottj  ioag  for  the  arrh'al  of  ibat  mcmenti) 
when  I  may  lay  a  state  of  Ibem  befiMv  the  world,  in  an 
aecoont  of  the  moneys  receired  and  the  moneye  ex- 
pended^.  with  the  debts  we  owe^  and  the  predtiee  of 
the  funds  assigned  for  the  payment  of  them.  Ymir 
ExceUeney  i«  not  a  stranger  to  many  of  the  reasona 
why-  siieh  an  aaeoent  cannot  now  be  framed^  and  wtU^ 
I  doabt  notf  ainterely  co«operate  with  me.«in  removing 
them. 

1  have  the  faeoor  16  be»  tet* 

ROBERT  MQiUUS. 


TO   lOiHH   WBMDBLJ.. 

O^ce  of  Finance^  M&j  let,  1782, 

»r, 

I  have  been  duly  honored  whh  youfs  of  the  7th.  and 
15th  of  April.  From  what  you  propose  with  rcspeet 
to  the.estnblishmeDt  of  a  ban^L  in  New  Haai^t^sUrtf,  as 
well  as  Ironi  the  tdeas  w^idh  you  S9f  mre.  e:|»ftai*tauied 
ef  the  inerease  of  my  private  forlvne,  I  ai»  eonvtifced 
tftal  you  and  otiier  ^ntlemdn  are  alike  aaiataketo  aa  to 
thenatsreof  the  National  Bank,  aed-my  offioiel-  can*- 
n&xifons>and  ttramaaiMma.  The  oenfidencfe  you  have 
besD  prlciBlscti  to  rapose.Mi  me,  and  your  oomaauiueation 
of  senVrraent  as  to  pnbUo  aiffaira,  ^requlrH  of  mey  that  I 
I  should  give  sueh  <e}^planation  of  boAh^  as  the  mnllti- 
plieity  of  ebjaets^  'whiah  engross  ^  my  attention  ^U 
'permit. 

Thojbehkio  e  mei^'thiiigj  in>wlitakjai^>niUMif  .be 
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ifilctresledy  -mho  c)mdsc9  ta  purchiiMi  'ttoak.  Peiw^kMU^r 
I  ha/ipe  no  fltiber  ocmoerti  in  it,  ih«A  iu»y  oltier  gecitJl^* 
oun  -nipyihafi'e^  who  pleiMastto  kivesl  Ul  ^property  in 
Hi  The  gOKfiemm^nl  hftiKft  nothifig  to  ido  wilb  th« 
hsnk»  except  mcMreiy  to  piwreiit.tb^  Dii^ctora^  talMiMM 
dioy.ha  sO'incltnedv  fbom  exteodieg  idiejr  0peP9lioi»0 
in  a  ftianmr  dispnqjioPtMMMile  to  ttmr  oupttaj,  thereby 
midaifigsrjtig  dieir  credit.  A-iiy  ml  yvikteh  ijne  <gp versr 
meii  •^i\Ee»  fitufn  4)iBii»  iMink  is  by  bnJ^ng  pTfOperi^eeun 
iritics  (iKflh  it,  ead  faiiireowiog  moDiiey  for  short  periodii 
fiui.'thadraeotiiit  of  inteMnfe  at4lie>nale  lof  six  f^qeiHi 
wUch  is  iroaelsMg  dtjoetyoiiie  ao^  paying  a  ^nitce^ot 
the  end  of  two  months.  The  .motufiya  80  borroin^ 
are  punctually  repaid. 

By  accepting  llie  office  I  now  hold  I  was  obliged  to 
neglect  my  own  private  afiai£9s  I  have  made  no  spec- 
ulation in  consequence  of  my  office,  and  instead  of 
being  enriched  4  am  'poorer  fMs  day,  than  I  -was  a 
year  ago, 

Y^e^  ;^jm^r^Qff^>yhfftt,I,J)We  said,  see  two  sufficient 
fe93Qaf  a^in«t  adopting  the  plan  y^u  (uuve  prpposied. 
That .I.bave.nojt.mopeyi, and  th^t  I  have  totally  quitted 
cpmrn^rQC  af^  commercial  projec^^  to  attach  myself 
wholly  to  a  buaipe;^^  whi^h  irequices  my  .whole  attpn- 
i\Q^»  Aprjiocipal  objoctpf  m|y  Ii;»9t  letter  w^s  to  ,ac- 
qusiiAt  ypu  with  this  circup$^anc<Q,  and  by  what  I  have 
thpte  iSaid  I  ip.^ant  to  aq^uaii^t  yo;u  also  with  the 
maun^r  of  doing  b^^iness  ^t  the  bank.  If,  for  instance, 
you  ^raw  ^  biU  in  fayor  lOf  your  factor  here  on  » 
merchant  aJfjepiUatipq,, pay  able,  at  gixty  days*  sight, 
and.tbai  merchant  accepts  the  bill,  your  factor  can  get 
nijiety  dollars  for  every   hundred   of  the   bill   by  di^-^ 
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counting  it  at  (he  baii.k,  and  with  that  money  can  pov- 

ehasc  the  articles  yoa  direct ;   but  you  must  then  be 

careful  to  make  doe  remittances  to  the  merchant  on 

whom  you  draw.     If  by  connecting  yoarseif  in  this 

manner  with-  any   gentleman  in  trade  here  you-  can 

derive  any  benefit,  it  will  aflEbrd  me  a  very  sensible 

pleasure,  but  as  to  myself,  I  most  again  repeat,  that  I 

hare  quitted  trade;  and  I'^will  add,  that  the  closing  mj 

past  dealings,  which  is  now  the  only  private  'ol^ei  of 

my  attention,  requires  time,  whieh  I  cannot  spare  for 

the  purpose ;  and  of  consecfuonce  it  is,  nith  everything 

else  of  a  private  nature,  very  much  neglected,  to  my 

very  great  disadvantage. 

I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  M0RR13. 


lEPOlIT  >T0   G0NGAE8S   OV   A    MSMORIAX<   OF   TB£    ^£R« 

CHANTS   OF   PHILADELPHIA. 

Office  of  9*11)01106,  May  4th,  \7&k. 

Thi6  Superintendent  of  the  Finance  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee on  a  meniorial  of  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia, 
and  motion  thereon,  begs  leave  to  Report, 

That  the  navy  of  the  United  States  is  not  in  a  situ- 
ation to  afford  protection  to  their  commerce,  nor  can  it 
be  rendered  equal  to  that  object  for  some  considerable 
time,  even  if  the  necessary  funds  could  be  procured. 
That  there  remains  ho  mode  of  obtaining  such  protefc^ 
tion,  unless  from  the  allies  of  the  "United  Stales,  or  the 
powers  engaged  with  them  in  war  against  Great 
Britain. 
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That  the  contimerce  of  these  ^tea  is  ^  such  imi- 
pofftimoev  that  it  is  not  iaprobabte  the  Cotirt  of  Fr»hce 
wouM  afford  permanent  protecticm  if  in  their  ponref^ 
and  !lhftl  in:  the  iaterim  8om»  relief  may,  perhaps,  be 
olitained  frean  the  fleets  in  the  Went  inidies. 

The  fellow^inf^  resoliitmu^  therefore  is  submitted; 
Tfattt  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  prepare  a  state- 
itieat  of  the  commierce  of  the  United  States,  together 
with  a  plan  for  the  protection  thereof. 

That  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  communicate 
the  same  to  the  Minister  of  his  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, and  cause  application  to  be  thereupon  made  by 
the  Minister  of  these  States  to  the  Court  of  VersailleSy 
and  that  the  Superintendent,  as  Agent  of  Marine^ 
make  applicatioct  on  the  same  subject  to  the  Cam*- 
manders  t>f  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  i:n  the  West 

Indies. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THifi   PRJCSmSNT   OF    CQN6BJBSS. 


Sir, 


Office  of  Finance,  May  8tb,  1782. 


His  Excellency,  the  Minister  of  France,  in  a  Ute 
letter  to  me  has  officially  declared,  that  in  future  no 
sums  will  be  paid  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States 
in  Europe  by  his  Court.  It  becomes  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  make  provision  for  their  support  here.  I 
immediately  applied  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs for  an  account  of  the  annual  salaries  payable  to 
his  Bepitrtment.  I  hare  received  it  this  day,  and  do 
myself  the  hMior  to  enclose  a  copy.     I  must  ttfke  the 
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liberty  to  observe,  that  the  sum  is  very  large,  and  sach 
as  eannot  be  adyanced  without  greatly  retrenohiog 
from  essential  services,  at  least  in  the  present  moment. 
It  will,  I  humbly  conceive^  be  necessary  that  arrange* 
ments  should  be  taken,  so  that  in  futute  all  such  sala- 
ries as  are  payable  to  foreign  Ministers  be  advanced  in 
America,  and  negotiated  by  Ihdir  respective  Agents; 
This  will  be  honorable  to  the  United  States,  and  I 
should  suppose  more  agreeable  to  the  gentlemen  con^ 
cerned. 

The  Minister  of  France  has  also  observed,  that  the 
accounts  between  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  having  become  very  important,  by  the 
greabness  of  the  sums  advanced  and  lent,  it  is  indis^ 
pensable  that  measures  be  taken  to  adjust  them,  and 
to  avoid  that  confusion,  which  would  be  introduced 
by  a  longer  delay.  And  in  consequence,  he  has  de« 
sired  that  Congress  would  transmit  to  Dr  Franklin  full 
power  finally  to  settle  those  accounts,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  United  States  to  execute  the  proper  obligations 
for  securing  the  debt  and  fixing  the  periods  of  payment. 
To  this  he  adds,  that  it  is  not  expeoted  Congress  can 
do  anything  towards  payment  during  the  war,  but  that 
thej  will  fix  the  several  epochas  at  whbQh  they  shall  be 
made. 

To  a  proposition  so  reasonable,  there  will,.  I  pre- 
sume, be  no  objectipn.  The  solidity  of  the  oba^'vation 
on  wlMch  it  is  founded  cannot  be  called  in  question, 
and  I  am  indtjced  by  it  to  extend  the  regiark  a  little 
further.  The  great  sums  which  renmin  unsettled  and 
undetermined  between  the  Freneh  Court  and  the  Uni- 
ted Sia|^9  are  Alike  i^n^ettled  betwe^   the  latter  and 
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their  public  MrTanl»«  How  the  aeoounts  mty  attiid  I 
know  not,  but  it  is  my  particular  duty  to  observe,  that 
there  appears  to  have  been  but  little  received  for  the 
great  tiumS)  which  have  been  expeoded,  and  therefore 
it  is  highly  necessary ,  that  the  public  accounts  of  these 
States  with  their  servants  in  Europe  be  also  settled. 
It  shall  be  my  study  in  Aiture  to  prevent  the  existeifce 
of  such  accounts,  but  their  magnitude  as  wellai  other 
circumstanceay  makes  me  extremely  solicitous  to  have 
them  adjusted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fto. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CIRCULAH   TO    THE    GOVERNOBS    09    THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  9th,  1782. 

Sir,  • 

I  do  myself  ihe  honor  to  enclose  you  copies  of  three 
accounts,  which  1  liave  this  clay  received  from  the  Con- 
troller of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  Each  State 
will  fi*om  these  accounts  perceive  what  stiH  remains  for  it 
to  do  in  consequence  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  of 
the  ISthof  March,  1780. 

As  this  is  a  circular  letter,  the  observations  I  make  shall 
be  general,  and  such  as  result  from  a  general  view  of  the 
object.  The  particniar  application  of  them,  dependent  on 
local  circumstances,  will  be  made  by  those  to  whom  such 
cfrcumstances  apply.  The  resolutions  of  the  18th  of 
March,  1786,  were  iti  part  directed  towards  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  old  Continental  mcn^y,  and  the  opinions  which 
may  have  been  formed  as  to  the  issuing  of  a  new  paper 
medium,  the  paying  of  interest  upon  it,  and  the  connexion 
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lirilbi^atkMi  to  the  old,  ace  iiDmateriBlufidor  the  preatnt 
point  of  vittw. 

Nothing  can  be  more  dear '  and  aiflople  (liao  tbis^.  that 
the  bills  issiued  by  Coosreas  hr  support  of  the  var  should 
be  redeemed  by  taxes.  This  was  oneoapUal  objoQC  of  the 
resoidtionsy  land  as  to  the'  apponJonmeDt,  I  am  to  preauaid 
it  was  aa  perfect  aa^the  fluctuatiHg  nature  of  human  affiiira 
will  pe#n)it,  and  more  especially  to,  nr heii  the  few  l^tBf 
wbieh  could'  be  obteioEid^ttndvlhei.viirioufl  circumatanoas  of 
the  several  States^  are  compared  with  the  \nery'  variaWe 
object  of  depreciated  paper,  which  wad  ttien  ia  eontem- 
platiob.  Bitt,  adroittlKis  for  argument's  sake,  that  the  ap- 
portionment was  not  strictly  right ;  this  must  also"  be  ad- 
mitted, that  to  redeem  the  paper  was  called  for  by 
principles  both  of  rertson  and  justice.  It  was,  therefore,  a 
duty  of  the  several  States  to  comply  with  the  requishions 
of  their  sovereign  representative.  For  any  inequalities, 
either  actually  e^dsting,  or  which  a  subsequent  chapge  of 
circumstances  might  produce,  would  a^mit  of  a  remedy, 
but  a  neglect  of  the  resolutions  had  the  inevitable  conse^ 
quince  of  injuring  the  public' credit,  weakening  the  public 
operations,  and  risking  our  very  existence  as  a  people. 

But  however  strong  the  motives,  which  should  have 
prompted  ,a  compliance,  it  will  not  be  disputed  that  some 
of  th^  States  msy  have  been  in  circunnstances  not  to  admit 
of  the  exertion,  and  whether  this  iuc^pacity  has  arisen 
from  exterior  violences,  or  the  defects  of  internal,  polity,  or 
both,  is  in  one  sense  immaterial,  because  the  eventual  con- 
sequence ia  the  same.  Yet,  though  charity  may  for  a  tinie 
Overk>ok  these  defects,  it  -becomes  the  duty  of  each  State 
to  apply  a  remedy,  if  the  evil  be  in  itSi  nature,  remediable ; 
and  should  they,  negleci  ,wlm  is  in  their  ppwer,  they,  muat 
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expect  iMxsplainto  froai  .Congress,  nmd  jhe  servants  of 
Coogness-  hom  the  ocber  States,  and  fixMB  tbeir  own 
bosoms' the  admonitioas  of  eoosoiencef  wUcb  will  become 
more  poignenr  from*  everjr  moment's  del&y. 

A  general  view  of  the  accounts  now  transmittetl,  will 
sbow  at  a  single  glance,  that  large  sums  of  the  old  paper 
still  remain  to  be  provided  for,,  and  it  aaigbtv  perhaps,  have 
been  right  in  Congress  to  have  fixed  an  ufaimate  day  of 
redemption' for  liie  wfaole^  and  charged  what  remained  due 
after  that  day  at  forty  for  one  in  specie  to  every  deficient 
State.  This,  I  say,  might  perhaps  have  been  right,  if  the 
ravages  of  war  and  other  local  circumstances  had  not  re- 
quired attention  and  forbearance  as  to  some,  if  not  all. 
But  it!  cannot  be  dented,  tlnat  many  are  now  in  a  capacity 
to  call  in  by  taxes  their  quota '  of  this  paper.  And  those 
who  are,  should  consider  what  must  be  the  feelings  of  men, 
who  hold  it  on  the  faith  of  so  many  promises,  such  re- 
peated requisitions,  and  such  sacred  bonds  of  national  faith 
and  honor.  What  must  be  their  feelings  to  find  those 
promises  violated,  those  requisitions  neglected,  and  that 
faith  disregarded?  Can  it  be  expected,  that  while  such 
flagrant  instances  of  national  neglect,  to  call  it  by  no 
harsher  name,  are  in  the  view  of  almost  every  citizen,  we 
can  possibly  establish  the  fair  reputation  so  essential  to 
public  credit  ? 

The  plea  of  inability  is  not  to  be  admitted,  excepting,  as 
I  have  already  observed,  in  some  very  particular  circum- 
stances. Considering  our  country  in  a.  general  point  of 
view;,  ihis  paiper,  lay1ng>dead  is.  alre^ady.  loatf  and  the  only 
question  fs,  wl^etfier  that'  bsB  shall  be  borne  by  the  whole 
people  or  only  a  part  of  them.  iPhdse  whd  parted  with  it 
have  received  the  yi^uoi:  and  ii  would  be  a  flagrant  in* 
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justice,  that  th^  whole  tax  for  redeeming  it  should  fail  on 
those  who  liave  received  it.  Neither  can  it  be  supposed, 
that  if  any  were  inclined  to  promote  such  injustice  it  wo«ki 
be  borne  by  the  sufferers.  And  whether  these  sufferers  are 
individuals  or  States,  the  suffering  is  the  sanrie ;  the  senti- 
ment,  therefore,  nuist  be  the  same,  and  so  will  the  conduot 
be  which  that  sentiment  shall  dictate. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  10th,  178S. 

Sir, 
In  consequence  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  4th 
instant,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  a  state  of  the 
American  commerce,  with  a  plan  for  protecting  it,.  I 
shall,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  transmit  a 
copy  of  this  paper  to  the  commander  of  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty's  fleet  in  the  West  Indies,  and  make  the  applica- 
tion which  I  am  directed  to  him,  and  to  the  commander  of 
tbei  fleet  of  Spain.  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  for  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  whether  any  application  on  this 
subject  to  the  Court  of  France  would  not  go  with  pro- 
priety through  the  Office  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 

•  ■ 

*May  13t&.    This  daj  the  Chevalier  de  ia  Lumtm  had  a  public 
audience  of  CongrcM,  when  he  annoonced  the  biith  of  the  Dauphin 

of  France.  I  attended  at  the  ceremony,  being  admitted  into  the 
Congress  hall  within  the  bar,  and  I  took  my  place  next  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  the  left  of  the  President;  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
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CIRCULAR    TO    THE    GOVERNORS    OF   THE    STATES. 

OMee  of  fiance,  May  16th,  1782. 
Sir, 

1  have  heretofore  taken  occasion  to  observe,  that  the 
fern^er  expenditures  of  the  United  States  were  at  a  u^e- 
dium  rate  of  twenty . millions  of  dollars  annually,  for  the  sup- 
port of  tbf  war*  At  ,the  present  mo/nent,  while  laboring 
under  a  large  debt,  only  eight  millions  have  been  asked 
for.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  sum  ik)w  required 
is  as  little  as  can  possibly. answer  the  puapose.  I  venture 
to  say  that  it  is  not  enough.  According  to  tlie  estimates 
fof  the  year  1782,  which  were  laid  before  Congress  by 
the  late  Board  of  War,  the  present  establishment  of  the 
army  would  require  for  pay,  exclusive  of  the  half  pay,  near 
three  millions  and  a  half|  for  rations  near  two  millions  and 
a  half,  for  clothing,  about  twelve  hundred  thousand,  for 
forage  above  three  hundred  thousand,  for  the  Quarter 
Master's  department,  (exclusive  of  articles  on  haod)  above 
eight  hundred  thousand,  fur  military  stores  (e«clusive  of 
articles  on  hand)  near  two  hundred  thousand,  for  die  lios- 
pitals  {exclusive  of  medicine  and  also  of  sundry  stores  ou 
hand)  above  one  hundred  thousand. 

If  to  all  these  be  added  the  sum  of  four  hundred  ihou- 

Affairs  and  the  Minister  of  War  next  to  me.  We  stood  during  the 
whole  ceremony,  as  well  also  the  President  and  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania.  When  the  ceremony  was  ended,  Mr  Livingston, 
GreAtral  Lincoln,  Mr.Oouvemeur  Morris  and  mytdf,  went  to  his 
£xceUency^  the  Minister  of  France,  to  pay  our  compliments.  After- 
wards we  repaired  to  the  City  Tavern  to  an  entertainment  ordered 
hy  Congress,  thence  to  an  exhibition  of  fireworks  at  the  State  House, 
and  then  to  an  entertainment  given  by  the  Secre,tary  of  Foreign 
Ai&irs.    Diary.  '    .. 


M 
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8und  for  the  Departments  of  the  Pay  Office,  Commissary 
of  Prisoners,'  and  the  various  other  contingencies  of  service, 
which  naturally  and  necessajrily  arise,  without  mentioning 
the  losses,  which  hlEippen  in  war,  here  will  be  an  aggregate 
amouDl'of  nine  millions,  and  in  this  sum  nothitig  is  esti- 
mated for  the  interest  of  our  debts,  for  the  Marine,  and  for 
the  Civil  List,  and  the  Department  of  Foreign  Aflbirs. 

Of  the  various  ej^endhwes,  much  was  to  be  priorided 
nnniediateiy.  The  hMvy  article  of  clothing,  for  instance, 
was  indispensable*  Many  things  were  to  be  provided 
early,  in  order  that  the  army  might  operate,  and  the  sub*- 
sistence  is  to  be  paid  for  reguiariy  and  constantly.  Yet 
the  States  have  not  been  asked  for  any  money  before  the 
1st  day  of  April ;  and  I  appeal  to  tiiem  all^  whether  the 
supplies  of  money  they  have  afibrded  me  for  the  last  year 
were  such  as  would  enable  me  to  provide  for  the  present. 

A  three  months'  expenditure  w^s  permited  by  Congress 
to  elapse,  before  the  first  payment  of  two  millions  was 
asked  from  the  States;  but  what  have  they  done?  While 
I  write  ihit  letter  near  two  months  more  are  gone  forever, 
and  a  dishonorable  neglect  endangers  our  country.  Little 
local  objects  have  postponed  those  measures,  which  are 
essential  to  our  existence,  so  that  the  most  fatal  conse- 
quences  are  now  suspended  but  by  a  thread.  Should 
they  fall  on  our  heads,  this  solemn  protest  shall  point  to 
the  real  cause  of  our  calamities.  I  write.  Sir,  to- apprize 
yqu  of  ^hfJ  ,p.ub|liQ  dagger,  and  to  tell  yov  I  shall  endeavor 
to  fulfil  eogagiai«eiite»  wbidi^  I  have  entered  iaHo  atreailyy 
that  I  may  quit  my  station  like  ait  honest  man.  But  I  wiH 
make  no  new  engagements,  so  that  the  public  service  must 
nece^sfirily  ^tand  still.  What  the  coo^fiquence^  m^y  he 
I  know  not,  but  the  fault  is  in  the  States.     They  have  not 
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complied  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress.  They  have 
not  enabled  me  to  goon.  They  have  not  given  noe  one 
shilling  for  the  service  of  the  year  1782,  excepting  only 
the  Stale  of  New  Jersey,  from  which  i  received  five  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  a  few  days  ago,  and  this  is  all 
that  has  come  to  my  hands  out  of  two  millions,  which 
were  asked  for. 

Now,  Sir,  should  the  army  disband,  and  should  scenes 
of  distress  and  horror  be  reiterated  and  accumulated,  I 
again  repeat,  that  I  am  guiltless ;  the  fault  is  in  the  States ; 
they  have  been  deaf  to  the  calls  of  Congress,  to  the  ciam- 
ors  of  the  public  creditors,  to  the  just  demands  of  a  suflfer- 
ing  army,  and  even  to  the  reproaches  of  the  enemy,  who 
scoffingly  declare,  that  the  American  army  is  fed,  paid, 
and  clothed  by  France.  That  assertion,  so  dishonorable 
to  America,  was  true,  but  the  kindness  of  France  has  its 
bounds,  and  our  army,  «nfed,  unpaid,  and  unclothed,  will 
have  to  subsist  itself,  or  disband  itself. 

This  language  may  appear  extraordinary,  but  at  a 
future  day,  when  my  transactions  shall  be  laid  bare  to 
public  view,  it  will  be  justified.  This  language  may  not 
consist  with  the:  ideas  of  dignity,  nvhicb  some  men  enter- 
tain. But,  Sir,  dignity  is  in  duty,  and  in  virtue,  not  in  the 
sound  of  swelling  expressions.  Congress  may  dismiss 
theh'  servants,  and  the  States  may  dismiss  their  Congress, 
but  it  is  by  rectitude  alone,  that  man  can  be  respectable.  ' 
I  have  early  declared  our  situation,  as  far  as  prudence 
would  permit,  and  I  am  now  compelled  to  transgress  the 
bounds  of  prudence,  by  being  forced  to  declare,  that 
unless  vigorous  exertions  are  made  to  put  money  into  the 
treasury,  we  must  be  ruined.  I  have  borne  with  delays 
and   disappointments  as  long  as  I  could,  and  nothing  but 
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hard  necessity  would  have  wrung  from  me  the  sentiments, 
which  I  have  now  expressed, 
f  have  the  hciior  to  be,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THK    FRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  17th,  1782., 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  copy  of  a  circular  letter,  which  I  have 
written  to  the  several  States.  The  situation  in  w^oh 
I  find  myself  is  extremely  delicate.  The  habitual  in- 
attention of  the  States  has  reduced  us  to  the  brink  of 
ruin,  and  I  cannot  see  a  probability  of  relief  from  any 
of  them.  I  rather  perceive  a  disposition  to  take  mo>ney 
from  the  public  treasury,  thaix  to  place  any  in  it.  A 
variety  of  causes,  which  Congress  are,  I  presume  ac- 
quainted with,  prevents  the  collection  of  taxes,  and 
delays  the  payment  of  them,  even  after  they  are  col- 
lected. In  many  States  thoy  are  Hot  laid.  I  must 
not  conceal  from  Congress  my  apprehensions,  that  the 
idle  hopes  entettained  from  the  changes  of  administra- 
tion in  Britain  will  increase  that  negligence,  which  is 
but  too  prevalent  throughout  the  Uaited  States. 

I  might  add  many  reasons,  why  a  call  should  be 
made  in  the  present  critical  moment,  and  it  is  evident, 
that  such  a  call  should  be  couched  in  terms  so  pressing, 
as  to  stimulate  if  possible  their  sluggishness  into  exer- 
tion. But  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  evident  that  if  a 
faithful  representation  of  our  distressed  circumstances 
should  fall  into  improper  hands,  it  would  be  prodnc- 
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tive  of  the  most  dangerous  consequences.  And  when 
the  numoer  of  our  internal  enemies,  and  the  designs  of 
our  external  ones  are.  considered^  .there  can  be  little 
doubt,  that  such  a  letter  would  be  handed  about  soon 
aAer  its  arrival  for  tbe  illicit  purposes  of  both.  At  the 
same  time,  however,  it  must  be  considered,  that  if  any 
fatal  coosequenees  should  ensue  from  the  continued 
negligence  q£  tbe  States,  attempts  will  be  made  to 
justify  it  on  the  principle^  that  they  were  not  seasaoa- 
bly  ,$pprized  of  their  danger. 

I  am  su^e  I  need  not  take  up  more  of  your  timi^ 
Sir,  in  $howiin|g  the  difficulties  with  which  on  the 
present  occasion  I  am  surrounded.  Urged  by  them  I 
must  entreat  the  opiaion  of  Cortgress,  whether  the 
letter  in  question  be  retained  or  transmitted.  I  take 
thc^  liberty  further  to  remark,  Sir,  that  tbe  declaration 
contained  in  it,  purporting  any  intention  not  to  make 
new  engagements,  is.  short  of  what  I  am  under  the 
necessity  of  doing ;  for  the  public  departments  are  now 
absolutely  at  a  stand  for  the  want  of  money,  and  many 
things  already  commenced  I  must  desist  fron).  This 
cannot  be  wondered  at,  wheiji  it.  is  considered,  that 
near  five  months  of  the.  present  year  have  elapsed 
without  my  having  received  anything  on  account  of 
its  expenditures,  except  the  trifling  sum  of  five  thou* 
sand  five  hundred  dollars  mentioned  in  the  enclosed 
letter^  and  that  sum,  calculating  our  expenses  at  eight 
millions  annually,  is  about  one  fourth  of  what  is  neces- 
sary to  suftport  us  for  a  single  day, 
I  have  tbe  honor  to-be,  &>c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  17th,  1782. 
Sir, 

In  a  letter  which  I  had  the'  honor  to  write  to  your 
Excellency  on  the  I7th  of  last  month,  I  mentioned  the 
communications  of  the  Minister  of  Prance  here,  by 
^yhich  I  was  empowered  to  draw  to  the  amount  of  six 
millions  in  monthly  instalments  of  half  a  million  each. 
He  has  since  informed  me,  that  no  moneys  will  be 
paid  by  his  Court  except  on  my  draft.  It  r$  in  con- 
sequence of  this,  that  I  have  drawn  the  bills  contained 
in  the  enclosed  letter  to  Mr  Grand,  which  is  left  open 
for  your  perusal.  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
arrange  this  matter  with  Mr  Grand,  so  as  best  to  an* 
swer  the  purposes  intended.  You  will  also  be  pleased) 
Sir,  to  pay  over  to  Mr  Grand  on  my  account  such 
moneys  belonging  to  the  United  States  as  may  be  in 
Europe,  distinct  from  those  to  be  advanced  by  the 
Court  for  the  current  year. 

I  am  extremely  desirous  of  having  a  state  of  these 
matters  so  as  to  know  what  dependence  can  be  made 
on  the  funds,  which  are  at  our  command.  You  would, 
therefore,  confer  upon  me  a  very  particular  obligation 
by  transmitting  the  best  statement  in  your  power.  I 
mentioned  to  your  Excellency  in  a  former  letter,  that 
I  would  write  to  you  on  ^the  subject  of  your  salary, 
more  particularly  than  I  then  did,  but  I  have  since 
spoken  and  written  to  Mr  Livingston  with  relation  to 
those  matters,  and  he  will,  I  expect,  write  to  you  and 
to  all  bur  foreign  Ministers  very  fully. 

We  have  not  yet  heard  anything  of  the   AUiancQ, 
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»nd  therefore  concliide,  tlMit  she  must  have  been  de- 
layed in  Europe.  I  hope  this  may  have  been  the 
ease,  for  if  she  sailed  on  the  Isl*  of  March,  according 
to  my  orders,  she  must  have  met  with  some  unfortu- 
nate accident.  I  hope,  soon  to  hear  from  your  Excel- 
lency. Indeed  I  persuade  myself,  that  in  the  very 
critical  situation  of  affairs  at  present,  we  cannot  be 
long  without  receiving  very  important  intelligence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MR   GRAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  17th,  1782. 

Sir, 

In  my  letters  of  the  28th  of  March,  and  8th  of  April, 
I  informed  you  of  my  drafts  on  you  to  the  amount 
of  five  hundred  thousand  livres.  I  have  since  that 
time  drawn  sundry  other  bills,  all  of  which  you  have 
been  duly  advised  of,  or  will  be  so  by  this  conveyaace. 

I  am  now  to  inform  you,  that  his  Excellency,  the 
Minister  of  France,  has  given  me  assurances  on  the 
part  of  his  Court,  that  five  hundred  thousand  livres  per 
month,  during  the  year  1782,  will  be  paid  on  my 
drafts,  making  in  the  whole  six  millions.  He  has 
also  suggested  to  me  the  expedient  of  drawing  twelve 
sets  of  exchange  on  Dr  Franklin,  our  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary, in  favor  of  my  banker,  so  that  the  money 
may  be  in  his  hands  monthly  at  my  order.  In  conse- 
quence thereof,  I  now  enclose  to  you  twelve  bills  of 
exchange  on  Dr  Franklin,  all  at  thirty  days'  sight,  and 
each  for  half  a  million.     When  these  bills  arrive  you 
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will  praeeni  so  manj  of  them  for  acceptaDce,  a9  that  at 
the  end  of  the  thirtj  days  the  amount  shall  be  equal 
to  the  monthly  payments  above  meittroned.  A?  £ar 
instance,  if  these  bills  should  arrive  in  July,  you  will 
present  seven  of  them  for  aeeeptance,  because  by  the 
time  that  the  thirty  days  haVe  elapsed  there  will  be 
due  so  many  of  those  monthly  payments.  But  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  other  matters  oi  arrangement  with  the' 
Court,  you  will  take  the  advice  of  Dr  Franklin  and 
govern  you^self  accordingly. 

The  several  bills  which  I  draw  on  you  I  will  regu» 
larly  inform  you  of.  After  the  first  month  has  elapsed 
you  will  present  another  bill'  for  acceptance,  and  so  on 
monthly,  presenting  each  month  a  bill.  I  write  also 
b}''  this  conveyance  to  Dr  Franklin  to  pay  on  my  ac- 
count all  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 
Europe,  which  may  be  in  hia  possession; 

I  wrote  to  Dr  Franklin  on  the  17th  of  April  to  in* 
form  y6u,  that  I  should  draw  on  Mesm^s  Fizeeo,  Grand 
&  Co.  at  Amsterdam,  and  on  Messrs  Harrison  &  Co. 
at  Cadiz,  desiring  that  you  would  direct  those  houses 
to  honor  my  billa,  and  take  their  reini>burflemeQt  on 
you,  which  I  now  confirm.  I  expect  that  the  five 
.  hundred  thousand  livrea.  which  arc  mentioned  in  mv 
letters  of  the  28th  of  March,  and  dth  of  April,  will  be 
paid  out  of  moneys,  which  were  already  in  JQurope; 
and  indeed,  that  still  farther  sums  were  there  belong- 
ing  to  the  United  Staies,  besides  the  monthly  pay* 
ments  to  be  made  by  the  Court  aa  above  mentioned. 
At  any  rate  you  will  be  in  cash  to  pay  all  the  hilla 
which  I  have  drawn  or  shall  draw.  You  will  take 
care  to  transm:tt  me  a  state  of  your  accounts  by  every 
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opportunity,  that  I  mzy  be  thereby  dkreeted  in   roy 
operatioas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MR  GRAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  I8th,  1782. 

Sir, 

Our  enemies  being  at  length  GCmvinced  by  fatal  expe- 
rience, that  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  the  conquest  of  America?, 
have  now  changed  the  mode  of  attack,  and  strike  at  our 
commerce  and  our  resources,  i  have  no  doubt,  but  that 
eventually  they  wjl)  be  foiled  in  this,  as  in  every  other  at- 
tempt they  have  made,  but  in  the  interim  between  their 
first  effort  and  the  period  which  rmist  elapse,  in  prepara- 
tions to  obvfate  this  plan,  we  have  suffered  and  must  suffer 
considerably. 

The  commerce  of  this  country  has  sustained  a  severer 
blow  than  has  been  hitherto  felt,  and  the  effects  of  it  mate- 
rially influence  my  operations.  The  merchants  deprived 
of  their  property  cannot  command  money,  and  o^f  conse- 
quence cannot  buy  bills.  1  am,  therefore,  unable  to  com- 
mand by  drafts  the  money  in  your  hands.  My  bills  do  not 
yet  amount  to  a  million  of  livres,  and  will  not  I  believe  ex- 
ceed that  sam  when  this  ^letter  goes  away.  Those  bills 
will  noi^€ome  to  you  before  the  month  of  July,  and  ihe 
greater  part  will  not  be  payable  until  the  end  of  September, 
and  even  later ;  but  you  will  be  possessed  of  three  railliona 
and  a  half  by  the  first  of  July,  even  if  you  shall  have  re- 
ceived nothing  from  Dr  Franklin  on  the  old  accounts. 

I  am  therefore  to  request  that  yOH  wifl  make  three  ship** 
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meats  of  onelnindred  thousand  crowns  each,  or  six  bun* 
dred  thousand  livres,  making  in  the  whole  eighteen  hundred 
thousand  livres.  1  wish  it  to  be  sent  by  three  different 
conveyances,  for  the  sake  of  greater  safety,  unless  some 
very  important  convoy  should  offer,  in  which  case  I  desire 
an  immediate  shipment  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  livres. 
I  wish  also,  that  the  money  be  invested  if  possible  in  gold, 
because  four  crowns  are  worth  here  only  four  hundred 
pence,  but  a  louis  is  worth  four  hundred  and  fourteen 
pence,  being  a  difference  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent. 
But  that  you  may  know  the  best  mode  of  investing  it,  I 
have  to  inform  you,  that  English  guineas  are  worth  four 
hundred  and  twenty  pence,  half  johannas  seven  hundred 
and  twenty  pence,  moidores  five  hundred  and  forty  pence, 
and  Spanish  pistoles  three  hundred  and  thirtysix  pence. 

I  shall  leave  this  letter  open  for  the  inspection  of  Dr 
Franklin,  to  whom  I  shall  enclose  it,  and  I  shall  request 
him  to  obtain  for  and  communicate  to  you  such  informa- 
tion from  the  Court  as  may  be  necessary  for  your  direction 
in  this  business.  I  ^isli  that  the  shipments  of  nnoney  may 
if  possible  be  on  board  of  the  same  vessels  in  which  the 
money  shall  be  sent  for  the  use  of  the  French  army  or 
navy  here.  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  3d  of  December  last; 
requesting  you  to  pay  to  Messrs  Couteulx  &  Co.  for  ac- 
count of  John  Ross  two  hundred  thousand  livres,  and  for 
account  of  William  Bingham  one  hundred  thousand  livres, 
to  John  Holker  for  account  of  John  Holker  fits ;  conceiving 
that  you  would  be  in  cash  for  the  purpose,  from  tlie  loan 
opened  in  Holland  for  our  use. 

J  hope  before  this  readies  you,  that  those  sums  wiU 
have  been  paid  ;  and  you  will  observe  it  is  my  wish,  that 
as  well  those  as  the  bills  mentioned  in  nay  letters  of  the 
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9th  and  26th  of  March,  dhduld  h^  p^id  out  ^  that  kfrn, 
btrt  if  ^hat  clannot  be  done,  you  m)\  then  tnafc©  pdymttM 
fiidni  any  fyther -moneys  \f*rteh  n^ay  b«  in  yottr  handa. 
f  hrt^  th*i  hotter  16  b^,  fete. 

RO^Rt  MORRIS. 


Tt>  i^hJSk$'  Ut    COUTEULX   &   CO.* 

Qfice  of  Finance,  May  18th,  1782. 
Gentlemen, 

I  pray  that  you  will  receive  lay  sincere  thanks  for  the 

accurate  and  punctual  manner  in  which  you  have  performed 

the  business  of  the  United  States,  which  I  have  placed  in 

your.bamls,  and  be  assured  titat  it  »Aall.  always  eomitiaud 

my  attention*     1  should  have  lodged  io  your  bands  very 

GOBsidrrable  smias  on  their  acdouat,  siibjt)Ot  to  my  dispost«- 

tiooi  but  Dr  Franklin  havie^  recocameoded  to. -ma  jo  a  very 

partioalar  luanner  Mr  Oraod^  wboi»  he  had  formerly  ^m* 

ployed^  not  ooly  for  his  punctuality  as  a  bartker,  but  lAso 

for  his  zeal  in  the  American  cause,  which  he  Imd  ei^rly  and 

warmly  espoused,  and. evidenced  his  atiuchnient  by  liberal 

advAoees  of  nxioey  on.  the  dredii  of  their  coiBuliseiofiers, 

before  tlie  Court  had  acknowledged  tlienr:  as  a  m^tiioaf  I 

*  May  20th.  This  evening  I  met  Mr  Madison,  Governor  Rutledge, 
Mr  Clymdt,  Mr  Lovell,  and  Mr  Root,  the  Committee  of  Congress 
appointed  io  confer  with  me  en  the  subject  of  my  lett^  to  Congrefss 
of  the  17tb  instant,  enclosing  an  iatsod^  oirculu:  letter  to  the 
States,.  I  laid  before  these  gentlemen  a  true  picture  pf  our  present 
situation,  but  afier  much  conversation,  they  appeared  to  be  disin- 
clined to  sending  the  circular  letter,  and  I  proposed  sending'  suitable 
jiCYsoiisto  the  89^na  States,  tb  ma&e  proper  reprasehttt'tiens  to  the 
Ezequiives  and  {;i«gi«lata(es,  which  they  peemed  to  prefer,  and  oin 
which  .they  are  to  Qonsujt  and  report  tomorrow  morning.  Diary. 
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thought  it  my  duty  to  employ  him.  But  1  think  it  more 
than  probaUe,  I  shall  have  occasion  for  another  banker,  on 
particular  occasions  and  negotiations,  and  I  shall  take  tlie 
liberty  in  every  such  instance  to  employ  you,  gisntleraen, 
not  tn  the  least  doubting  a  continuance  of  your  punctuality 
and  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &£c. 

ROBEB7  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  23d,  1782. 

Sir, 

The  Minister  has  been  so  kind  as  to  delay  his  express, 
until  I  could  write  this  letter.  You  mention  in  yours  <^ 
the  4tb  of  Mardi,  that  on  Friday  (then)  last,  the  Minister 
informed  you  that  we  should  have  six  millions,  paid  quar- 
terly, and  that  you  should  now  be  able  to  face  the  loan 
office  and  other  bills,  and  your  acceptances  infiwar  cfM, 
de  Beaumarchais. 

You  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  disputes  which  have 
subsisted  with  respect  to  M.  de  Beaumarchais'  demand. 
Whether  or  not  the  moneys  were  originally  advanced  to 
him  by  the  Court,  is  not  at  present  to  be  brought  into 
question  by  me,  because  it  involves  many  things,  which 
are  better  adjusted  by  the  Court  themselves,  than  by  any 
communications  to  or  with  others.  I  am  only  to  observe, 
that  if  the  very  considerable  sum,  which  is  now  payable  to 
that  gentleman  forms  a  deduction  from  the  pecuniary  aid 
afforded  us,  the  remainder  will  be  extremely  incompetent 
to  the  purposes  intended  by  it.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  your  acceptances  must  be  paid,  but  I  have  always  ex-* 
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peoted  that  yoii  would  have  been  enaUed  to  do  k  by  a 
qfMciai  grant  for  that  purp(»e,  or  by  an  assuroptton  of  the 
payment  on  the  part  of  the  Court*  I  shaU  not  enter  into 
the  mode  of  arranging  this  busioeas,  but  I  must  not  re* 
fraip  from  observing,  that  the  great  object  now  is  to  prose- 
'  cute  the  war,  that  the  articles  wliich  may  have  been  (ur- 
nidied  for  the  sum  payable  to  M.  de  Beatimiarcfaais  muA 
long  since  have  been  appKed  and  expended,  that  our  ne* 
eessities  now  are  as  pressing  as  they  possibly  can  be,  and 
that  everything  which  adds  to  their  weight  is  extremely 
distressful. 

You  will  observe,  Sir,  that  I  have  already  made  my 
dispositions  as  to  the  six  millions  granted  for  the  current 
year.  I  shall  go  on  to  draw  as  occasion  ofibrs,  for  all  the 
modeys  which  may  be  in  Mr  Grand's  possession,  making 
allowance*  fur  the  shipments  of  mbney,  directed  in  my  let- 
ters ro  him.  If,  tlierefore,  any  part  of  this  sum  should  be 
otherwise  disposed  of,  it  might  produce  the  most  dangerous 
consequenoes* 

'  With  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   PRfiSlDfiNT   OF    CONOBJCaS* 

Office  of  Finance,  May  23d,  1782. 

Sir, 
1  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellencj- 
copies  of  letters^  the  former  from  Dr  Frankiin  to  me  of  the 
4th  of  March,  andtlie  ktter  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes 
\o  him  of  the  6th  of  February.  With  these,  I  send  the 
best  sketch  I  hiave  been  able  to  form  of  the  state  of  the 
public  moneys ;   from  which  Congress  will  perceive  that 
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every  sou  we  can  ooimiUHid  during  the  year  1782,  19 
already  aniioipated.  They  irill  peroeive  thai  the  p^ 
ouniary  stippliea  of  1781  and  1788  amount,  afteir  deductinf 
tbe  expeQses  on  the  loao^  to  twentyfiv!^  and  a  baUi  otilliona 
ofiivres,  andtliat  tiiere  are,  (including  the-  iwo  miUioR;t«x» 
hindrad  thousand  livrasy  appropriated  to  the  ifit«ffest  of 
Loan  C^ffiee  ecctifitates)  ten  millioos,  besides  \h^  sum  ex*- 
pended  in  Holland^  which  have  already  passed  and  are 
DOW  passing  through  ibe  bands  of  Dr*  Franklin,  and  of 
wMob  not  a  livra,  has  been,  or  ever  will  bei  a^ied  xoibe 
current  service. 

If  to  this  be  added  abotre  two  naiUions  aad  a  half  due  on 
Beaumarcbats'  billis^,  we  shall  have  an.  anaouot  of  about 
twelve  and  a  half  oNUioos,  being  at  least  one  half  of  all.  the 
moneys  obtftifiad  abeoad  fe»  die  eeraiceof  the  year  1781 
and.  1782.  Aftd  we.  shall  find)  th^  tbisigreaterbalf  is 
totally  consttinediin  pagring  the  prinoipai  of  somei  and  the 
nsterest  of  other  debtee  which:  have  he^n  contracted  bofore 
that  period.  I  shall  make  no  further  comroema.  on  these 
things.  They  are  befiore  Congress^  and  will  speak  for 
themsektas*  I  hait$.  only  to  lament,  that  the  situation  to 
which  our  affairs  have  been  reduced  is  such,  that  the 
greatest  exertion  which  Qur  ally  can  niako  in  our  favor  is 
barely  sufficient  to  satisfy  present  engagements,  and  that 
the  KnoyvJedg^  of  such  aid  oi)ly. confirms  the  inattention  of 

our  own  citizens  to  those  distressing  circumstaoces  which 

« 

te  does^oOl  relieve. 

1  have  tbe  honor  tp  b«i  &c^ 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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XU  THE    PBJBSIDENT.  OF    CONGRESS. 

OfiM  ofFittaaiot^  Mfty  ^3701,  I7B9. 

.  Sir, 

I  4o  my^ielf  tbe  honor  to  endose  certain  information, 
which  I  have  just  received  in  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of 
Frqnce.  I  tak^  this  occasioo  to  mention,,  that  it  is.  some 
time  since  M.  de  la  Luzerne  cofBinuL]icated  to  me  the 
grant  of  his  Cotirt,.  wi^icb  was  made  in  the.  month  of  De* 
cember  last.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  add  the  persuasion  I 
have,  thalt  this  grant  was  made  on  the  Minister's  represen- 
tations, and  I  cannot  omit  testifying  to  Congress  my  grate- 
ful sensis  of  his  conduct,  and  my  conviction,  tliat  his  en- 
deavors have  not  been  wanting  still  further  to  promote  th& 
interests  bf  tlie  United  States. 

I  shpuld  earlictr  have  communicated  my  intelligence  of 
the  loan  in  question,  but  I  wished  to  receive  the  detail^, 
which  would  enable  me  to  judge  how  much  of  it  was  at 
my  disposition.  I  confess  that  I  did  not  expect  they 
wioglilibaye  t>^9n.3Q  unfavorable.  I  was  restrained jalso  by 
an  apprehension,  that  the  exertiona  of  the  States  would 
reja^,  yiheii  they  should  learn  that  any  forejin  aid  could  be 
obtained ;  and.  the  situation  of  our  commerce  was  such, 
that  if  I  had  been  enabled  to  draw  for  much  larger  sums, 
it.  would,  have  been  of  no  avail,  as  I  could  not  have  got 
money  for  the  bills. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


Information  mmiioned  »|t  the  above  Letter. 

The  King  never  ptepmised'  :iQy  subsidy  to  the  United 
States,  and  all  the  sums  which  they  Have  received  from 


.• 
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liim  have  been  lent  or  freely  given.  All  those,  which  have 
been  advanced  after  the  6th  of  February^  1778,  are  to  be 
repaid  by  the  United  States^  except  the  six  millions  given 
last  year.  All  the  rest,  whether  furnished  in  money  or  in 
value,  is  a  debt,  which  they  have  contracted  with  his 
Majesty.  -     ' 

These  advances  have  been  made  at  the  following 
periods,  and  are  payable  with  Interest,  conformably  to  tlie 
acknowledgements  and  obligations  of  Dr  Franklin. 


.1 


iiivres. 
In  1778,  '  3,000,000 

In  1779,  1,000,000 

In  1780,  4,000,000 

In  1781,  10,000,000 


Total,  18,000,000 

From  this  sum  must  be  taken  the  gratuitous 

subsidy  granted  last  year  of  6,000,000 

Remains  12,000,000 

To  this  must  be  added,   1st  the  produce  of 

the  loan  in  Holland,  10,000,000 

2dly,  The  loan  made  by  his  Majesty  for  the 

service  of  the  current  year,  6,000,000 

r 

Total  of  the  capital  of  the  debt  contracted  by 

the  United  States  with  his  Majesty,       '         28,000,000 

I  am  ordered.  Sir,  tQ  renew  to  you  the  demand,  which 
1  had  the  honor  to  make  before,  to  the  purport  that  Con- 
gress should  siuthorise  Dr  Franklin  to  consolidate  the 
principal  and  interest  of  that  debt,  by  an  obligation   in 
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proper  form.  You  are  so  firmly  resolved,  Sir,  to  pre- 
serve the  order  you  have  introduced  into  your  department, 
thatflt  would  be  superfluous  to  reiterate  to  you  the  asaiir-' 
aace, /that  his. M^esly  will  under  no  pretext  exceed  thd 
sum  of  six  miHionB,  which  be  iias  determined  to  advance 
to  the, United  Stales  for  the  current  year.  This  exact* 
ness,  which  is  in  aH  cases  indispensable,  has  become  still 
more  so  now,  that  the  enemy  seem  determined  to  adopt 
a  system,  which  obl^es  us  to  turn  the  greatest  part  of 

• 

our  resources  to  a  marine.  I  am  persuaded.  Sir,  that 
you  cs^  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  interest  of  Loan  Office 
certificates,  and  that  you  will  not  consider  it  as  being  at 
our  expense,  seeing  that  no  engagement  of  that  sort  has 
ever  been  taken  by  us.  If  bills  for  this  ii^terest  should 
continue  to  be  forwarded,  those  who  draw  must  provide 
for  the  payment  of  them.  ^ 

LUZERNE. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  29th,  1782. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  you  copies  of  two 
Acts  of  Congress,  one  of  the  5th  of  June,  and  the  other  of 
the  18th  of  June,  1779,  relating  to  the  affairs  of  M.  de 
Qeaumarobais. 

You  will  observe.  Sir,  that  you  were  authorised  to 
pledge  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  ihe  Court  of  Ver- 
saiiles^'for  obtaining  money  or  credit  to  honor  the  drafts  on 
you.  There  is  a  mysteriousness  in  this  iranstfction  arising 
from  the  very  nature  of  it,  which  will  not  admit  of  expla- 
nation here,  neither  can  you  go  so  fully  into  an  explanation 


with  the  Cmirt.  ,  Mi.  de  Beaumarcliait  cfertainly  had  not 
funds  of  his  own  to  make  sucb  considerabie  expendltoreB ; 
neither  is  there  anjr  reason  to  believe  that  he  bad  crediit. 
If  the  Court  advanced  money  it  must  be  a  secret-;  but 
there  would  be  nb  difficutty  in  giving  en  order  iir  yoor 
favor  for  the  sum  necessary  to  pay  thosis  bili%  and,  there* 
fore,  measures  might  be  taken  to  obtnin  from  him  the 
reimbursement  of  any  soins  be  might  have  reeeived. 
Consequently,  there  would  be  no  actual  advance  of  fnooey 
made,  as  tbe  whole  might  be  managed  by  the  passing  of 
proper  receipts  from  you  to  the  Court,  from  M.  de  Beau^ 
marchais  -to  you,  and  from  tbe  Court  to  him. 

I  wish  that  you  would  apply  on  this  subject  and  get  it 
adjusted.  The  divertitig  from  a  loan,  fat  the  service  of 
the  current  year,  so  considerable  a  part  as  that  due  to  M. 
de  Beau  marchais,  will  defeat  the  object  for  which  it  was 
granted.  It  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  done  if  possible 
to  be  avoided. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  &:c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  JOANlBh   CIiARKE. 

Office  of  finance,  May  SOth,  1782. 

Sir, 
1  received  your  letters  of  the  7th,  9th,  14lb,  iStb^  arid 
21st  of  May*  The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
passed  on  tbe  20th,  have  been  submitted  to  Congress, 
and  they  have  referred  the  matter  to  Mr  Rutledge,  aod 
Mr  Ciytn^i'y  ^^'^  ^f  ^^^^^  members,  who  are  going  on 
special  business  to  the  souihward^  Yom  letters  contain  a 
great  many  particulars,  which  i  ahall  t^eAy  enumerate, 
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and  tak«  notice  of*;  many  of  them  are  of  a  private  and 
persoifal  nature,  and  therefore  ouglit  not  in  any  case  to 
have  influenced  the  determinations  on  a  muter  of  great 
public  impoi'tance.  I  should  pay  no  attention  to  them,  if 
I  were  not  persuaded,  that  the  design  is  not  so  much  to 
injure  me,  as  to  involve  the  national  affairs  committed  to 
me. 

I  find  there  are  made  against  me  personally,  the  follow- 
ing charges. 

1st.  That  1  have  robbed  the  Eastern  States  of  their 
.specie. 

2dly.  That  I  am  partial  to  Pennsylvania,  being  com- 
mercially connected  with  half  the  merchants  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

3dly.     That  I  am  partial  to  the  disaffected. 

4thly.  That  I  have  established  a  bank  for  sinister 
purposes. 

dthly.  That  my  plan  and  that  of  Pennsylvania,  are  to 
keep  Virginia  poor,  and 

6ihly.  That  with  the  Secretary  of  Congress  and  Mr 
'  Coffin  I  am  engaged  in  speculation. 

As  to  the  first  point,  I  believe  the  Eastern  States  have 
a  very  different  opinion  of  the  matter,  although  there  may 
be  one  or  ^wo  persons  in  some  part  of  those  States,  who 
from  their  great  latitude  of  conscience,  would  not  scruple 
to  assert  what  they  know  to  be  false.  Those  who  make 
and  respect  such  assertions,  must  be  content  to  pass  for 
the  authors  and  inventors  of  untruths,  with  design  to  injure 
the  public  service  and  sow  dissensions  among  the  States. 
I  liave  not  received  from  the  Eastern  States,  any  more 
than  from  the  Southern  States,  one  shilling  of  specie,  since 
1  was  appointed  to  my  present  office,  although  I  have  sent 
VOL.  XII.  22 
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very  considerable  sums  from  b^ocQ,«botb  eastward  and 
soutbward,  as  the  exigencies  of  tbe  service  required^ 

As  to  the  second  point,  that  I  am  commerciaily  con- 
cerned with   half  tbe  inerchaQts  of  Pbiktdelpfaia,  if  that 
were  as  true  as  it  is  false,  the  conclusion,  that  I  am  par- 
tial to  Pe&nsykaoia  would  by  no  means  follow.     A  mer- 
chant, as  such,  can  be  attached  particularly  to  no  country. 
His  mere  plaee  of  residence,  is  as  niercbant  perfectly 
accidental,  and  it  would  be  just  as  reasonable  to  conclude, 
-.that  an  Atnerican  residing  at  L'Orient,  and  trading    to 
China,  must  be  partial  to  the  French  and  Chinese.      I 
know  that  this  slory  of  my  partiality  to  Pennsylvania  has 
been  very  assiduously  circulated,  and  has  obtained«Qn  ex- 
tensive currency.     It  was  supposed  that  I  must  be  partial 
to  Pennsylvania,  because  I  reside  in  it.     The  assertion 
therefore  was  made,  and  the  contracts  I  had  entered  into 
were  brought  as  the  evidence  to  support  it.     I  have  re- 
ceived from  Pennsylvania,  for  ihe  service  of  the  last  year, 
one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  besides  a  war- 
rant on  their  treasury  for  near  ninety  thousand,  which  is 
not  yet  paid.      The  contracts  in  Pennsylvania  have  not 
amounted  to  that  sum.     Is  there  a  State  in  the  Union, 
which  can   say   I    received  from   them   one  sliiHing   for 
tbe  last  year  ?    There  is  not  one.     But  I  can^  demonstrate 
that  while  I  was  charged  with-  this  partiality,  I  had  «c- 
hausted  my  credit,  and  supplied  every  shilling  of  money, 
which  I  could  command  from  my  private  fortune,  to  sup- 
port and  succor  the  Southern  States.     But  this  was  not 
from  a  partiality  in  their  favor,  for  I  will  neither  endeavor 
to  ingratiate  myself   with  them,  on   such  principles,  nor 
subject  myself  to  the  ignominy  of  just  reproach  from  others. 
It  was  for  the  general  giood. 
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.  That  I  am  partfat  to  the  disa^ected  is  among  thos^ 
threadbare  topics  of  d^famatbo,  which  have  been  so 
generaity  applied,  that  they  have  tost  their  effect.  But  I 
have  remarked,  that  this  paiticular  aspersion  is  generally 
cast  on  those  who  least  deserve  it,  and  by  those  who  are 
in  a  fair  way  of  becoming  disaffected  themsekes.  I  am' 
not  very  sorry  for  this  charge,  because  it  shows,  that  while 
I  have  iuvetenite  "enemres,  they  have  nothing  to  allege 
against  me,  and  must  tesort  to  the  regions  of  fiction  for 
the  ground  of  calumny. 

That  I  have  established  the  bank  I  shall  confess.  That 
bank  has  already  saved  America  from  the  efforts  of  her 
avowed,  and  the  intrigues  of  her  concealed  enemies  ;  and 
it  has  saved  her  from  those,  who,  while  they  clamor  loudly 
against  the  administration  for  doing  so  little,  sedulously 
labor  to  deprive  it  of  the  means  of  doing  anything. '  The 
bank  will  exist  in  spite  of  calumny,  operate  in  spite  of 
opposition,  and  do  good  in  spite  of  malevolence.  If  there 
be  sinister  purposes  in  view,  it  must  be  easy  to  show  what 
they  are.  The  operations  of  a  bank  are  such  plain  mat-> 
ters  of  ai'ithmetic,  that  those  who  run  may  read.  There 
is  nothing  of  mystery,  disguise,  or  concealment.  If,  there- 
fore, these  sinister  views  cannot  be  shown,  (and  I  know 
that  they  cannot)  that  defect  of  proof,  after  the  charge 
made,  is  itself  a  proof  that  the  thing  does  not  exist.  But 
the  matter  does  not  terminate  here.  A  groundless  un- 
founded opposition  against  measures  of  public  utility,  must 
proceed  from  some  cause.  If  it  proceed  from  an  oppo- 
sition to  the  public  interests,  their  conduct  is  dangerous ; 
but  if  it  proceed  from  aversion  to  me,  1  pity  them. 

That  I  should,  or  that  Pennsylvania  should  have  a  plan 
to  keep  Virginia  poor,  is  a  strange  assertion.     I  believe 
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that  Pennsylvania  will  probably  be  ricb^  tiie  soil  and  cliofiate 
are  good,  and  the  people  are  quiet  and  industriou9. 
Their  rulers  also  begin  to  be  sensible  of  their  true  in- 
terests. Tiiey  encourage  commerce,  have  laid  aside  all 
the  idle  systems  of  speci6c  supplies,  and  content  them- 
selves with  laying  mojiey  taxes.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  such  a  people  must  become  rich.  On  the  other 
band,  if  Virginia,  or  any  other  State,  be  poor,  it  must  be 
their  own  fault.  Prudence,  diligence,  and  economy,  pro- 
mote national  prosperity ;  and  vice,  iodol^^nce,  and  prodi- 
gality, involve  natioudl  ruin.*  I  am  so  far  from  wishing  to 
impoverish  Virginia,  that  I. have  constantly  labored,  both 
in  my  public  and  private  applications  to  bring  about  those 
measures,  wi)ich  are  calculated  to  make  her  wealthy  and 
powerful.  In  the  moment  of  cool  reflection  this  wHl  be 
acknoft^ledged ;  whenever  my  measures  are  adopted,  it 
will  be  known,  and  in  that  moment  those  who  from  igno- 
rance, or  wickedness,  have  opposed  themselves  to  their 
country's  good,  will  be  known  and  despised.  The  charge 
of  speculating,  in  conjunction  witii  the  Secretary  of  Con- 
gress and  Mr  Coffin,  is  one  of  those  foolish  things,  which 
are  not  worth  an  answer.  The  whole  business  was  known 
to  the  General,  and  after  him,  to  a  committee  of  Congress, 
before  anything  was  done. 

You  tell  me  further,  that  there  are  jealousies  and  resent- 
ments against  Congress,  for  a  design  to  curtail  the  terri- 
tory of  Virginia  ;  that  it  is  alleged  no  money  can  come 
into  the  country,  while  bank  notes  and  bills  on  Philadel- 
phia will  purchase  tobacco;  and  that  the  enemy  hnving 
failed  to  sul>due  Virginia  by  force,  would  now  try  the  arts 
of  seduction,  wherefore  great  care  ought  to  be  taken  in 
preventing  any  intercourse  with  theiu.     As  to  any  design 
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in  Congiess  to  curtail  Virginia,  if  there  be  sucb,  I  know 
nothing  of  it.  Congress  will  undoubtedly  pursue  the  line 
of  justice^  and  might  ba  justly  offended  were  they  cliarge^ 
with  that  design,  which  yon  say  has  offended  Virginia. 
Tljere  was  a  time  when  Pennsylvania  clamored  loudly 
against  Congress.  It  impeded  the  public  service,  and  in* 
jured  the  reputation  of  Pennsylvama,  without  producing 
any  good,  aiuch  less  a  counterbalance  for  the  evils,  .which 
it  did  produce.  Happily  all  those  heats  have  subsided, 
and  Pennsylvania  is  now,  what  I  hope  Virginia  will  soon 
be,  the  zealous  supporter  of  Congress. 

The  means  of  bringing  money'  into  a  country  are 
very  simple,  being  nothing  more  than  the  creating  a 
demand  for  it.  If  every  man  be  obliged  to  get  some 
money,  every  man  must  part  with  something  to  get 
money.  This  makes  things  eheap^  and  those,  who 
have  money  always  choose  to  expend  it  where  things 
are  cheapest.  But  what  is  the  predilection  in  ff&vor  of 
specie  ?  If  bank  notes  answer  the  purposes  of  money 
the  man  who  receives  them  has  every .  benefit,  which 
he  could  derive  from  specie.  If  they  will  not  answer 
those  purposes,  00  man  will  receive  them  ;  and  then 
Virginia  will  not  be  troubled  with  them.  If  money  is 
due  from  Virginial  to  Pennsylvania  or  Maryland,  it 
must  go  thither,  aod  the  only  way  to  get  it  back  again 
is  to  sell  something  cheaper  than  Peunsylvania  or 
Maryland  will  sell  it.  As  to  any  profit  made  by  the 
bank  in  issuing  their  paper,  gentlemen  in  Virginia  may 
easily  share  it  by  purchasing  stock,  which  can  be  had 
here  far  the  subscription  and  interest. 

That  the  enemy  have  been. foiled  in  their  attempts 
to  subdue  Virginia  is  true,  and  when  we  recollect  the 
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means  by  which  they  were  foiled,  it  will  not  only  ob^ 
Tiate  the  eharges.of  partiality,  but  show  the  advan- 
tages of  unanimity;  and  ought  to  become  a  motive  to 
cultivate  harmony  and  excite  exertion.  That  the 
enemy  will  try  the  arts  of  seduction  I  verily  believe, 
or  rather  that  these  arts  have  been  tried,  but  I  do  not 
believe  they  have  the  will  or  the  power  to  buy  many. 
It  will  sufficiently  answer  their  purposes,  if  they  can 
promote  disunion  among  us,  because  our  concord  is  our 
only  safety.  To  produce  disunion  nothing  more  is 
necessary  than  to  set  at  work  a  few  turbulent  spirits. 
Neither  do  I  see  that  they  need  .  bo  at  the  trouble  of 
sending  ships  into  the  harbors  of  th€  sevetal  States/ 
because  such  negotiations  may  be  accomplished  with- 
out that  trouble  or  parade. 

You  tell  me  that  the  Executive  of  Virginia  refused 
the  passports,  because  they  deemed  the  commerce  and 
intercourse  with  the  enemy  to  be  dangerous.  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  that  a  commerce  with  the  enemy  is 
not  only  dangerous  but  highly  reprehensible,  and  if 
the  transaction*  in  question  could  be  considered  as  a 
commerce  of  that  sort,  I  would  readily  join  in  the 
censure.  But  if  there  was*  a  commerce,  it  was  by  the 
capitulation,  and  the  present  object  relates  only  to  the 
mode  of  paying  a  debt  already  contracted  under  that 
solemn  agvee!nent. 

You  tell  me,  also,  that  it  is  the  Governor's  opinion, 
that  the  State  should,  have  the  benefit  rraalting  from 
the  passports,  because  the  undoubted  power  of  gt  anting 
such  passports  is  in  the  St«te ;  and  in  another  letter 
you  say  it  has  been  urged  in  argtimetit,  that  Congress 
havjB  no  right  to  grant  the  passports.     Ae  die  right  is 
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thtis  brought  in  qw'estioti,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that 
should  that  right  be  in  Congress,  the  Governor's  argu- 
ment must  operate   in  their  favor.     If  I   am  rightly 
informed,  their  right  on  this  occasion  is  not  only  un- 
questionable, but  it  is  exclusive ;  and  I   am  told  that 
numerous  instances  have  oeeufred  in  which   vessels 
fiaving  passports  from  one  State  have  been  captured  by 
the   privateers   of  another  State,  and  been   adjudged 
lawful  prize.     Judge  Griffin,  who  is  now   in  Virginia, 
can  doubtless  give  information  on   this  subject,  and  if 
one  could  be  allowed  to  determine  where  the  right  is 
from  where  it  ought  to  be,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  it  must  be  in  Congress.     If  this  be  so,  then  the 
assertions  about  delivering  the  rig*hts  of  Virginia  into 
the  hands  of  Congress,  must  be  considered  as  nothing 
more  than  mere  flowers  of  rhetoric,  which  are  very 
good  to  pVease  an  audience,  but  ought  not  to  influence 
or  convince  a  legislative  body. 

How  it  can  bt  said,  that  these  passports  contravene 
the  resolutions   of  Congress  for  confiscating  British 
mantifactores  within  the  United  States,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  conoeive,  and  shall  be,  unless  it  can  be  proved,  that 
tobacco  is  a  British  manu'facture.     Fdr  I  cannot  sup- 
pose, that  it  is  intended   to   confiscate  that  property, 
which,  having  been  secured  by  the  feapitulation,  is  un- 
dber  the  prote^ion  of  the   law  of  nations,  which   law 
must  always  be  iaken  notice  of  and  respected   by  the 
mnaicfpal  law  of  every  cttUized  country.     As  to  the 
laws  of  Virginia,  which  may  be   contravened   by  it,  I 
eanncKt  speak  decidedly,  but  I   have  a  "pretty  strong 
reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  and  it  will 
laresentiy  be  assiigiiod.    But  of  all  things  in  the  world 
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the  most  ridiculous  is  the  assertion,  that  this  would 
give  cause  of  complaint  to  the  King  of  France.  There 
is  something  of  the  same  kind  in  the  resolutions  of  the 
Delegates,  which  I  .will  now  consider;  observing  be- 
forehand, that  the  ohjcctiori  would  come  rather  unfor- 
tunately, should  it  be  made  by  men,  whose  zeal  fot 
the  honor  and  interest  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesl^ 
has  never  shown  itself,  except  in  the  present  moment, 
and  then  by  exciting  discord  among  his  allies. 

The  resolutions,  being  the  act  of  a  respectable  body, 
are  deserving  of  respect,  and  shall  meet  with  it  from 
me.  But  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  differ  from  them 
in  some  of  their  positi3ns.  It  is  resolved  first,  that 
allowing  the  capitulants  to  export  tobacco  is  not  war^ 
ranted  by  the  capitulation.  Much  of  what  follows  de* 
pends  on  the  equivocal  sense  of  the  word  warranted. 
If  by  that  word  is  meant  enjoined,  or  directed,  the 
positi6n  is  just,  but  if  the  idea  to  be  conveyed  is,  that 
such  exportation  is  not  permitted^  then  the  position  is 
untrue.  The  exportation  is  very  clearly  permitted  by 
the  capitulation,  because  the  capitulation  does  not  pro- 
hibit it,  nor  indeed  say  anything  about  it.  But  "in  a 
day  or  two  after  the  capitulation  an  agreement  was 
made  for  the  purchase  of  goods  payable  in  tobacco, 
which  is  now  sanctioned  by  the  Delegates  in  the  last 
of  their  resolution^.  Clearly,  therefore^  the  exporta- 
tion of  tobacco  in  payment  for  British  goods,  is  (in 
the  judgment  of  the  Delegates)  permitted  by  the  capit- 
ulation. 

The  second  resolution  seems  to  go  upon  a  mistake. 
The  Acts  of  Copgress  for  confiscating  British  manu- 
factures^ as  I  have  already  observed  in  another  place, 
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cannot,  I  sliotild  imagine,  be  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth,  or  else  it  would  ttot  have  been 
permitted  in  ahothcr  instance,  for  the  Delegates  cannot 
be  supposed  to  intend  a  breach  of  the  law,  and  still  less 
can  J  bey  be  supposed  to  mean,  that  it  was  lawful  for 
th^  general  and  the  State  Agent  to  do  what  It  is  not 
lawful  for  the  United  States  in  Congress  to  do.  . 

The  third  resolution,  quoting  a  part  of  an  article  in 
the  treaty  of  commerce,  appears  to  me.  to  be  rather  in- 
conclusive. The  object  of  that  article  was  to  make 
provision  in  a  case  which  might  happen,  when  one  of 
the  high  contracting  parties  was  at  pedce,  and  the  other 
at  war,  which  is  not  the  case  at  present.  The  sense 
which  France  entertains  on  this  subject  may  clearly  be 
learnt  from  the  varrous  capitulations  granted  to  the 
conquered  Islands ;  and  if  I  am  not  much  misinformed 
the  sense  of  Virginia  on  this  very  question  of  exporting 
tobacco  may  be  found,  by  consulting  sundry  instances 
of  the  kind  subsequent  to  the  capitulation  of  York. 

The  fourth  resolution  is  a  conclusio:i  drawn  Xrom  the 
three  preceding,  and  says  that  the  capitulation  docs 
not  warrant  the  enemy  to  export  tobacco,  and  that 
such  exportation  would  be  contravening  the  regulations 
of  the  United  States,  and^contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
Comtnonwealth,  wherefore  the  vessels  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  load.  The  premises  on  which  this  con- 
clusion is  founded  being  unsupported,  the  conclusion 
itself  must  fall,  or  else  the  next  succeeding  resolution 
ouglit  to  be  revo'ked. 

The  industry  which  you  say  hai^  been  used  on  this 
occasion  would  not  have  surprised   me,  if  our  aflairs 
had  been  in  such  train,  that  the  country  was  entirely 
VOL.  XII.  23 
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out  of  danger.     But  under  our  present  cirpumstance99 

• 

it  both  astonishes  and  affiiets  me,  not  for  myseif,  but 
for  the.  public.  Men  may  flatter  themselves,  that  all 
is  safe  and  well,  and  endeavor  to  shrink  from  the  pub- 
lic burdens  and  embarrass  the  public  operations,  but 
the  consequence  is  clear  and  certain.  The  enemy 
know,  they  cannot  conquer,  and  therefore  seek  to 
divide  us.  Convinced  that  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States  cannot  even  then  be  subdued,  their  ultimate 
ambition  now  is  to  subjugate  those  to  the  southward, 
and  the  only  means  under  heaven  of  preventing  it  is 
by  unanimity.  That  the  other  States  should  be 
plunged  into  hasty  measures,  pregnant  with  disunion, 
might  have  been  expected,  but  that  any  inhabitants  of 
a  State,  deeply  interested  to  pursue  the  contrary  con- 
duct, should  be  so  blind  both  to  the  duty  and  interest 
of  that  State  will  scarcely  be  believed  hereafter,  and 
could  not  have  happened  now,  but  from  causes  which 
would  bear  a  harder  name  than  I  shall  give  them. 
I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  31st,  1782. 

Sir, 
I  perceive  that  on  the  29th  instant  Congress  re- 
solved, ^Hhat  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  which  the 
public  servants  of  the  United  States  are,  or  shall  be 
entitled,  be  in  future  paid  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Finance,  and  of  the  moneys  which  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  in  his  hands,  and  that  the  said  public  servants 
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be  authorised  to  make  quarterly  drafts  oq  him  for  that 
purpose."  The  tenor  of  this  resolution  would ,  I  be- 
lieve^ give  to  every  officer  of  the  United  States,  both 
civil  and  military,  the  right  of  drawing  upon  me, 
which  would  be  liable  to  this  objection  among  many 
others,  that  I  should  frequently  be  obliged  to  protest 
the  bills  for  want  of  funds  to  discharge  them.  If, 
therefore,  the  object  of  the  resolution  was  to  provide 
for  the  foreign  servants  only,  it  might,  perhaps,  be 
proper  to  make  some  alteration  in  the  terms. 

But  I  would  submit  to*  Congress  whether  a  better 
mode  might  not  be  devised  for  payment  of  the  salaries 
in  question.  It  will  tend  greatly  to  simplify  the 
public  accounts  if  those  of  each  Department  be  brought 
under  one  separate  head,  whereas  if  bills  are  to  be 
drawn  by  every  public  officer  much  confusion  would 
be  introduced,  and  forged  bills  might  be  paid  without 
a  possibility  of  detecting  the  forgery.  The  present 
mode  which  I  have  adopted  is,  that,  the  accounts  of 
each  Department  of  the  civil  list  be  made  up  and 
settled  at  the  treasury  quarterly,  and  that  a  warrant  * 
issue  for  the  amount.  If  this  mode  be  pursued  with 
respect  to  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the 
moneys  may  be  remitted  to  those  who  are  abroad  by 
the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  until  they  shall  have 
appointed  their  respective  agents  to  receive  it  for  them 
here.  This  will  not  only  simplify  the  accounts,  but 
be  of  great  use  to  the  parties,  because  in  some  cases 
they  may  be  unable  to  sell  their  bills  on  this  country 
at  all,  and  in  others  they  must  suffer  a  considerable 
loss.  And  if  obliged  to  send  such  drafts  on  their  own 
account  to  obtain  payment  of  their  salaries,  much  time 
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may  be  last  by  delay  in  tedious  passnges  and  other 
accidents,  and  of  course  they  will  be  exposed  unneces- 
sarily to  inconveniences  and  disappointments. 

1  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    GEORGE    OLNET,    OF   RHODE-ISLAND. 

OfEce  of  Finance y  Jane  Jst,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  liave  received  your  favor  of  tJie  I3ih  of  Mfty  last, 
enclosing  an  accouhi  of  moneys  you  had  received.  The 
panicuhir  dekiiils  you  have  entered  into  are  a-  fyleasing 
cii'cumstnnee  to  me,  as  they  sliow  your  accuracy  and 
attention  ;  but  as  such  returns  will  consume  much  time  and 
be  of  no  correspondent  uiility,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
continue  them  ;  but  in  general  state  to  me  the  amount  of 
cash  leceived,  die  amount  of  cash  exchanged,  the  amount 
of  cash  in  hand,  die  amotmt  of  bank  notes  in  band,  and 
tiie  nmount  of  my  notes  in  hand* 

It  would  be  of  great  use  to  die  State  that  die  special  ae<- 
count  of  die  money  received  from  each  collector  should  be 
published  ;  and  wlken  they  place  you  in  die  situation  requir- 
ed by  Congress,  it  will  form  a  part  of  your  duly.  In  tlie 
iulerim  you  had  better  avoid  any  discussion  on  the  subject, 
which  may  lead  to  di&agreer.ble  altercation.  If  the  sum 
total  received  from  each  collector  were  published,  in  order 
to* render  the  system  complete  it  would  be  proper,  ihat 
every  such  collector  should  be  obliged  to  deposit,  in  some 
pliic^  widiin  die  circle  of  his  collection,  such  account  of  his 
receipts  for  the  public  inspection^  that  every  man  might 
see  whether  4be  moneys  be  had  paid  were  fauiy  delivered 
over. 
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Yon  will  do  well  to  explain  this  whole  system  to  men  of 
discernment  in  y bur  legisinture.  My  object  in  ihrs  branch 
of  administration  is  to  enable  each  individual  man  to  trace 
the  money  he  pays,  from  his  own  pocket  into  the  public 
treasury.  To  thi^s  I  shall  add  accounts  of  equal  notvoriety, 
by  which  every  man  who  can  read  (being  previously  in-* 
formed  as  above  of  the  sum  total  of  receipts)  may  perceive 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  treasure  is  expended  and 
appropriated.  A  similar  line  of  conduct  will  be  pursued 
with  respect  to  all  funds  whFch  may  be  granted  for  liquida- 
tion of  the  national  debt. 

Finally,  when  all  the  world  Can  perceive  that  our  revenue 
is  equal  to  our  expenditure,  and  thtit  new  revenues  are  de- 
vising, and  th*}  old  daily  placing  in  a  better  state  of  collec- 
tion, our  credit  will  be  firmly  established  ;  that  will  enable 
the  public  to  command  mortcy  in  any  eniergency,  both  at 
home  and  abroad  ;  that  again  wiJT  put  us  in  a  situation  to 
make  active,  vigorous  exertions,  and  thus  we  shall  come  to 
be  beloved  by  our  friends,  feared  by  onr  enemies,  and  re- 
speeted  by  nil  mankind.  In  this  natural  progress  and  order 
of  things,  I  must  expect  of  the  several  Slates,  as  the  servant 
of  the  Unhed  States,  a  revenue  ample  in  its  extent,  punc- 
liial  ill  the  payment,  and  absolutely  at  my  disposition.  In 
return  for  such  grants  the  Stales  are  to  expect  from  a  Su- 
perintendent of  Fhiance,  vigilance,  integrity,  order  and 
economy.  Should  he  be  deficient  in  these  duties  he  will 
deserve  to  be  removed  and  punished.  Should  the  States 
be  d'eficient  they  must  allow  him  to  complain,  they  must 
expect  him  to  remonstrate,  and  finally  they  must  not  be 
surprised  if  their  negligence,  boding  ruin  to  their  country, 
be  pointed  out,  and  exposed,  and  reprehended. 
Your  most  obedient,  ftc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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CARON    DE    BBAUMARGHAIS    TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

Translation* 

Paris,  June  Sd,  1782. 

Sir, 
The  health  of  poor  Francy  not  yet  permitting  bim  to 
hazard  another  voyage  to  America,  I  find  myself  obliged 
(to  my  very  great  lo9s  and  regret)  to  postpone  the  hope  of 
closing  and  settling  all  my  accounts  with  the  General  Con- 
gress, until  he  shall  have  recovered  sufBcient  strength  for 
his  voyage ;  he  alone  being  able  to  resume  the  thread  and 
instructions  of  an  affair,  which  he  has  already  pursued 
with  so  much  assiduity  during  three  years. 

From  one  merchant  to  another,  the  extract  of  the  ac^ 
count  adjusted  in  France  by  the  person  authorised,  who  has 
ordered  and  vouched  all  my  advances,  and  which  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  address  to  you,  would  be  sufBcient 
for  the  entire  settlement  of  my  account ;  but  my  business 
lies  with  an  association  of  United  States,  who  have  intrusted 
'  the  administration  of  their  most  valuable  interests,  to  an 
assembly  of  citizens,  to  a  Greneral  Congress,  the  members 
of  which  are  continually  changed,  and  as  continually  liable 
to  view  transactions  of  the  oldest  date,  and  those  which 
have  been  most  thorouglily  ii\vestigated  at  other  times,  with 
the  same  uncertainty  and  ignorance  of  circumstances,  as  if 
they  were  new  events.  From  whence  arises  the  necessity 
of  causing  my  accounts  to  be  adjusted  and  settled  by  the 
same  agent,  who  has  already  presented  and  discussed  them, 
agreeably  to  the  vouchers  in  his  possession ;  which  M.  de 
Francy  will  do  as  soon  as  his  health  will  permit  him  to  un- 
dertake a  voyage  at  sea. 
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,  In  the  meantime,  Sir,  J  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you 
a  faithful  abstract  of  my  accounts,  as  they  have  been  settled 
by  Mr  Deane,  with  whom  alone,  on  behalf  of  the  General"" 
Congress,  I  treated.  His  misfortunes,  the  malice  with 
which  his  character,  naturally  mild  and  uniform,  has  been 
aspersed^  and  the  complaints  which  I  have  heard  in  this 
country  against  certain  of  his  writings,  (of  which  I  have  not 
yet.  seen  any)  since  the  English  papers  made  them  public, 
have  not  changed  the  opinion  I  had  formed  of  him ;  and  I 
will  always  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  he  is  one  of  those 
ri>en,  who  have  contributed  most  to  the  alliance  of  France 
with  the  United  States.  I  will  even  add,  that  his  laudable 
endeavors  in  the  most  difficult  times  merited,  perhaps,  an- 
other recompense.  I  see  there  are  intrigues  among  Repub' 
licans,  as  wdl  as  in  the  Courts  of  Kings.  This  digression, 
(which  a  compassionate  feeling  for  a  man,  worthy  of  a  bet- 
ter lot,  forces  from  me  in  writing  to  you,  to  you,  Sir,  who 
have  loved  him  as  I  do,)  this  digression  excused,  I  resume 
my  affair ;  and  I  request  of  you,  Sir,  to  engage  Congress  to 
assist  me  by  the  very  first  opportunity,  with  bills  of  ex^- 
change,  such  as  the  first  \yhich  I  received  in  1779.  Though 
they  are  not  yet  payable,  and  though  I  have  been  obliged 
to  undergo  the  heaviest  losses  in  order  to  make  them  ser- 
viceable, Ijcannot  support  the  weighty  burden  of  my  credit 
to  America,  (with  w*hich  alone  I  should  be  able  to  settle 
my  debts  in  Europe,)  without  having,  at  least,  an  object 
representative  of  this  said  credit  in  my  hands.  And  neither 
the  Congress  nor  1  should  look  too  minutely  to  the  losses 
,that  1  sustain  in  the  negotiation  of  this  paper.  It  is  one  of 
the  events,  one  of  the  indispensable  consequences  of  the 
nature  and  situation  of  things.  Have  then  the  justice,  Sir, 
to  remit  to  me  as  speedily  js  possible,  if  not  the  whole  of 
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my  acconnt,  at  least  a  large  part  of  what  is  due  to  me  by 
Congress  in  bills  of  excbinnge,  reserving  what  may  be  ob- 
jected to  in  the  account  and  its  full  proof,  until  Francy  may 
.  be  able  to  repair  to  Piiiladeiphia.  My  very  embarrassed 
situation  will  cause  me  to  receive  this  strict  justice  from 
Congress  as  a  favor,  and  1  shall  be  under  the  greatest  obli- 
gation to  you  for  it. 

Receive,  Sir,  all  my  congratulations  on  the  merited  con- 
fidence which  yoiu^  fellow-citizens  have  placed  in  you.  No 
man  can  entertain  a  greater  esteem  for  your  person  and 
superior  talents  than  I  do.  Messrs  De  Francy  and  Deane 
have  taught  me  to  become  acquainted  with  you ;  and  it  is 
after  the  most  deliberate  affection  tliat  1  subscribe  myself, 
with  the  most  respectful  regard  and  acknowledgement,  Sir^ 
your  obedient  servant. 

CARON  DE  BEAUMARCHAIS. 


THE     FOLLOWING     ARE     THE    ABSTRACTS    MENTIONED     IN 

THE    PRECEDING   LETTER. 

Dr  the  Honorable  Congress  of  the    United  States  in 
Account  Current  with  Caron  de  Beaumarchai^. 

1776,  Idvres.    s.  d. 
Sept.  21,    To  so   much    paid  Messrs    Da  Con- 

dray  &  Le  Bnin,        ....  3,600 

Oct.   25,    To  ditto  paid  ditto,          ....  4,400 

Nov.    6,    To  ditto  paid  ditto,          ....  7,200 

„    12,    To  ditto  paid  Mr  Silas  Deane,         •        ■  20,000 

18,    To  ditto  paid  Messrs  Da  Coadray  &,  Le 

Bruo,           -        -       -.      -       -  *      -  12,000 

21,    To  ditto  paid  ditto,           ....  12,000 
25,    To  ditto  paid  the  Chevalier  Prudhoxnxne 

de  Bore, 2,400 

27,    To  ditto  paid  ditto,          %       .        .        .  2,100 


iy 
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» 


99 


J> 


ff 


97 


it 

6. 
12. 

13, 


^T' 


J> 


» 


Feb. 


Dec*:    4,    'fb  ditto  pt64  M4MIM  IDil  Cotfdfay  A(  luv 
Brun,  .        -        -        - 

5,    To  ditto  paid  ditto, 

To  ditto  paid  Mr  SilaB  Dean«, 
To  „  „  M/deVri^y, 
To  „  „  MrRogreM, 
To  amftOHtof -tiMi-  6iu^>a»^  «xpJh86«'to> 
depftrtnTB:  of  thu  «hi{^  itoi}fiM<»<ife>  itt- 
.    ii^rance,  freight,  and  comxnissioii:  on 

tlie  outfit,,  

14^    Taso  much  paid  M.  de  Goy, 

26,  To  ditto  reimbur«ed  ta  M.  de  Montieu 
per  Silas  Deane,  .... 

,j      To  commisBion  at  l.per  cent  on  the  above 
payments  made  to  Mr  Deane, 
1777, 
Jam-  IS,.   Tt>  amount  of  tha  il|ip(  Setne^  hm  cargo,. 
ohaige0  to  daparlviie,insiiranee,£reigli&y. 
and  oonmissicm  011  the  ontfit,. 
ft^    f  o  amount  of  the  cargo  and  char^ls!  to 
the  depwrtttE«  of  ti^e- sbipi  JGN'iclMlf^  inr 
suruiQft,  &ciigbl»i  a»d-,  oommiiHioii    of 

.the  outfit,  

15,    To  ditto  of  the  ship  .^meZta, 

27,  To8oiiia«fepAtdM.di»  CKkys 
„     To  ooma^umm  at  1  ptr  cahIpoii  the  hmt* 

eral  paymeBt»ti|S(i^ov«  maiifr  fttMessn 
Du  Goudray,  Le  Brun,  and  others, 
May  10,    To  amount  of  th»oMrgo= and:  eatpensBBi  to 
departure  of  thf»  ship  Jarewift,  inmit- 
ance,.  Gn^gbA;  ««d.  QommiiBiMi  oniHw 

outfit, 

„     15,    Toditloofthas)ii|KJir(^rA;0oM, 
June  10,    To    „  ,,    M^iria.CaikcrmUy 

Sept.  25,    To    „  „    Flamandf 

Nov.  26^  Tio  dtttq  o£  an  account  of  expenses  incur- 
red at  St  Domtngue,  by  M.  Carabasse, 
relative  to  the  cargoes  of  the  ships 
Teresia  and  AvMUa^ 

VOL.    XII.  24 


]) 


>♦ 


)} 


lAvres.  'sl  d. 

53,541X3:  4 

4,800 

2,400 

600 

240 

979,493  8 

3 

240 

411 1£ 

228  1 

4 

784,631   210 


878,758 13 
241,068»:3 
800r. 


1,039  4 


1,062^8531T  6 
89,4091  1. 
166,217   6  3 
630,195 14 


122,882  7   3 
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1778,  Idmres.  s.  d. 

May  27|    To  amount  of  aMc<Hidacooant,  ditto,  23,0371110 

1781, 
April    6,    To  commission  at 


i  per  cent  on     25,000  \ 
144,000  ) 


995 


91 


jy    To  amount  of  the  account  of  interest  at  6 
per  cent  per  annum,  as  particularized.- 
hereaOer,  1^67,250 


Livres,  6,274,844  11   6 

Contra  Cr. 
1777,  Litres  m.  d. 

Aug.  23,    By  net  proceeds  of  the  returned  cargo  of 

the  Mercury^ 18,728   7 

ins, 

Feb.   27,    By  ditto,  ditto  of  the  jlm^ilitnle,    -         .      185,338  8  9 

April  17,  By  remittance  to  Mr  Francy  of  20,000 
dollars  at  4  for  1  is,  at  5  livres  toumois 
for  a  dollar, 25,000 

May  26,    By  ditto  of  24,000  dollars  at  ditto  ditto  30,000 

Oct.  22,    By  net  proceeds  of  the  returned  cargo  of 

the  Teresiay 124,139  9  6 

1779, 

May  5,  By  ditto  of  the  Amtiiay  passed  on  mem^ 
randuniy  waiting  the  final  of  accounts 
of  M.  Carabasse,  the  shipper  in  this 
afiair: 

June  26,  By  net  proceeds  of  281  hhds  tobacco  per 
the  Fier  Rodrigu^,  reduced  to  115j^,  <m 
account  ofthe  freight  being  one  half,  74,905  3  9 

1780, 

June  25,  By  remittances  on  Dr  Franklin  to  the 
15thof  June,  1780,  Tiz, 


74,000 

72,000  i  ««    144,000^ 


} 


I «  I i]i< 


*  There  appears  to  be  an  error  in  adding  up  this  sum,  yiz.  74,000 
and  72,000,  ajnount  to  146,000. 


DIPLOMATIC  OORR£0FQND£NC£.  137 

a 

Uivres,  #.  d, 
1781, 
April  6,     By  balance  due  to  me  fh)m  the  honorable 

Congress,        -         .         -         .  5,722,TSJ3  2  6 

Uirres,  6,274,844 11   6 

Errors  and  omiwiohs  excepted. 

Paris,  April  6th,  1781. 


Dr  th0  Honorable  Congress  in  their  new  Account  Cur- 
rent with  Caron  de  Beaumarchats, 

'  * 

1781,  •.•  Ldvres.  s.  d. 

April  61^    •  To  balance  due  to  me  on  the  preceding 

account, 5,722,723  2  6 

1782, 
May  18,     To  commission  at  ^  per  cent  on  144,000 
and    2,544,000    making    2,688,000,  in 
bills  on  Paris,  ^         13,440  ,. 

„      „     To  amount  of  interest  account  at  6  per 
cent  per  annum,  as  particularized  here- 
after,       -        -       -        -        -         -       382,69818 

,,.     „     To  commission  at  2j|  per  cent  to  M.  de 
Francy  on  the  returas  from  America, 
viz. 
On  552,121 9  amount  of  the  returns  to  the 
credit  of  their  account  settled  the  6th 
of  April,  1781, 
2,882,332109  amount  of  the  returns  to 
the  credit  of  the  account  settled  this 
day^ 
3,434,453 19  9  at*2i  per  cent,         -         •        85^1   6 


Contra  Cr. 


■ 


Livres,  6,204,723  6  6  j 

.  r 


'1 


1781,  Livrea,  $.  d.  | 

Jime  25,    By  remittances  on  Dr  Franklin  to  the  f^ 

35th  of  June,  1781,         -         -         -        144,000 


3 
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}j 


*> 


V 


>} 


}y 


i) 


Oct. 


July  20,    By  n^t  procueecUi  ,of  150  Wxdn  tobacco  p^ 

ihe  ship  Peru,  reduced  to  76,  op  ?iQ- 

oount  of  the  freight  being  one  half, 
By  ditto  df  176  hhds  tobacco  per  the  Two 

Helenas,  reduced  to  88  by  th9  fri^ghtf. 
■By  r^tt9:9f  02  hhds  ditto  per  Good  Man 

Richard,  reduced  to  16  by  the  freight, 
By  ditto  of  188  hhds  ditto, per  the  PoUy, 

rpdueed  to  ViS^  the  ff«ight  being  one 

third,        -*---- 
1,    By  ditto  of  159  hhds  ditto  per  Fier  Ro- 

driguCf  reduced  to  79^  by  the'freight  at 

one  half, 
„      „     By  15  hhds  ditto  per  the  Jean  and  Which 

were  lost,  this  vessel  having  foundered 

at  sea,  (for  memorandum.) 

1782,  '  ' 

May  18,    By  remittances  on  Dr  Franklin  to  the 
25th  of  June,  1782,  passed  here  in  tinti* 
6ipafion,  amounting  to 
By  balance  due  to  me  from  the  Honora^ 
ble  Congress,         -         -         -         - 

Livres^  6,204,723  6  6 


Livres,  jf-.  d. 
34,991 19 

6,141   5 
55,87214   9 
47,4»9'ia 


>i 


2,544,000 

*  1 

8,822,39015  9 


^  t    f      . 


I 


1782, 
May   18,    To  balance  due  to  me  on  tl^je  above  ac- 
count,        -        -     -.'       -         -       3,822,39015  9 

Cle«ed-the  abwe  account,  as  well  debit  as  credit,  of  the  sum  of 
six  millions  two  hundred  and  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twentythree  livres,  six  sols,  «^id  si^  dc^vers  toumois;  on  which  the 
Honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  owe  me  as  bal- 
ance the'tium  of  three  millions  three  hundred  and  twentytwo  fhDU- 
sand  three  hundred  and  iii!i«ty»li^teB,'fift«wn  irtl*^  mnd  nine  ^maam 
tovrnois. 
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Dr^  moreover^  the  HonorcAle  Congres9. 

To  amount  of  the  drafts  of  General  Lincoln,  drawn  at  Charles^ 
ton,  in  the  month  of  March,  1780,  on  Samuel  Htmtlngton,  Presi^ 
dant  of  Congress,  to  the  order  oi  M*  de  Francj,  for  the  purchase  of 
thje  cargo  of  the  corvette  the  Zephyr,  sold  hj  Captain  Mainville  to 
the  said  General  Lincoln,  Commander  of  the  Southern  army  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twentyfour  thousand 
tiiree  hundred  doUars,  (this  for  memoraniHcm,)  for  which  two  hun- 
dred and  twentjrfoiur  thousand  three  hundred  dollvB  I  am  yet  to  be 
credited^  no  return  having  been  made  to  n^e. 

Errors  and  omissions  excepted. 

CARON  D£  BEAUMARCHAIS. 

Paris,  May  18th,  1788. 


TO    «EOROE    WASHINGTON. 

Qfiicf  of  lUwii»,  Jiine  4tb,  178S. 
'Sir. 

I  have  received  yoi>r  £U.oelWncy'9  iettera  of  tbe  Hib 
and  2dtb  q(  May,  wjth  ihe  )9i9clo9Uf e.  I  ^  oHiob  obliged 
by  the  atfiBDlion  paid  in  your  cirp^l^r  letter  tQ  the  situatioQ 
ef  my  departAieiH.  {  Bin  very  ^orry  tp  inforo)  yw  that  ic 
is  really  dftfiloraWef  I  with  difi&cylty  nm  eqab)^  to  per- 
form my  engag^9|ieQt35  and  am  sd)sp(u(e)y  precluded  from 
forming  4oy.  new  ao^^  I  haye  therefore  been  under  the 
very  disagreeable  necessity  of  sufTering  the  public  service 
to  stand  still  iu  more  lines  than  one.  I  have  been  driven 
to  the  greatest  shifts,  and  am  at  this  moment  unable  to 
provide  for  the  civil  list. 

}  .^fin  ^IU%  SKppi^  j(b9t  ff)ilitary  men  should  murmur 
to  find  the  salaries  of  the  civil  list  more  punctv^liy  paid 
lba9  ibmt  own.  To  ^ter  into  argMm^n^  on  this  occasion 
will  be  iiQP9Ci99sary«  for  I  9m  persuAd^d  tb^t  your  Hi^^elt 
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leDcy  must  be  of  opinion  with  me^  that  unless  tbe  civil  list 
is  paid  neither  civil  nor  inilifdry  can  exist  at  all. 

I  and  well  persuaded  of  your  Excellency's  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  success  of  those  measures  I  have  taken,  because 
I  am  sure  you  are  convinced  that  their  tendency  and  my 
intentions  are  all  directed  to  the  public  good.  Indeed,  my 
Dear  Sir,  you  will  hardly  be  able  to  form  aq  adequate 
idea  of  the  earnestness  with  which  1  desire  to  relieve  you 
from  the  anxieties  you  must  undergo.  But  when  the 
several  gazette3  shall  have  announced  the  sums  received 
for  this  year's  service,  and  I  am  well  convinced  that  the 
whole  did  not  on  the  1st  of  June  amount  to  twenty  thous- 
and dollars ;  when  it  is  recollected  that  our  expenses  at 
the. rate  of  eight  millions  annually,  are  near  twenty  thous- 
and dollars  a  day  ;  and  when  it  is  known  that  the  estimates 
on  which  the  demand  was  founded  do  not  include  many 
essential  branches,  among  which  the  Marine  and  Foreign 
Affairs  are  to  be  numbered  ;  surely  it  cannot  be  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  the  army  are  not  paid  ;  surely  the  blame  is 
to  fall  on  those  from  whose  negligence  the  evil  originates. 
But  I  will  not  give  you  the  pain  of  hearing  me  repeat  com- 
plaitHs,  which  you  know  to  be  but  too  well  founded. 
I  pray  you  to  believe,  that  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   BDWABD    CARRINGTON,    IN    VIRGINIA. 

Office  of  FilianQe,  June  6th,  1781^. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  May,  from 
Richmond.     It  does  by  no  means  surprise  me,  after  some 
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Other  things  which  have  happened,  that  an  opposition  is 
made  to  receiving  my  notes  in  taxes.  1  am  indifferent 
about  the  event  of  those  deliberations,  which  may  be  had 
on  that  subject.  If  they  choose  rather  to  tax  in  coin,  I 
shall  be  content,  for  the  coin  will  answer  rny  purposes  as 
well  as  th&  notes,  which  w^re  only  intended  to  anticipate 
the  revenue,  and  supply  that  want  of  money,  which  is  not 
a  little  complained  of,  and  .particuhrly  in  Virginia.  Tho 
views  of  those  who  oppose  iheir  circulation,  I  will  not 
guess  at,  but  I  hope  they  may  be  virtuous  and  honorable 
motives,  in  which  case,  I  shaH  only  pity  a  want  of  under** 
standing  to  discover  the  true  interests  of  their  country. 
I  am,  your  most  obedient,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  TUR    SECRBTAaT   or  FOREIGN    AFFAIRS* 

Office  of  Fmanee,  June  7tb,  1782. 

Sir, 
I  received  this  morning  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  on  the  6tb.  Congress  have  asked  from  the  sev#^ 
ral  States  a  five  per  cent  duty  on  goods  imported,  and  on 
prizes  and  piize  goods,  as  a  fund  for  paying  the  principal 
and  interefst  of  their  debts.  This  fund,  when  granted,  will 
not  be  sufficient,  and  it  is  not  yet  granted  by  all.  J  expect, 
however,  that  the  requisition  will  speedily  be  complied 
witli.  I  shall  not  cease  urging  it,  and  also  such  further 
revenues  as  may  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  When 
they  shall  have  been  obtained,  they  will  be  duly  applied  in 
liquidation  of  the  public  debts ;  but  until  that  period  arrives, 


vi 


1 9i  '  ROBIURT  MORftn^. 


*     t 


neither  the  principal  nor  the  interest  of  such  debts  can  be 
paid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   DANIEL  JENlFEBy   OF   MARYLAND. 

« 

Office  of  Finance,  June  11th,  1782. 
Sir,- 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  on  the  31st  of  hst  noonlh.  I  am  so  habituated  to 
receive  apologies  instead  of  money,  that  I  am  not  surprised 
at  the  contents  of  it.  If  ooropUints  of  difficulties  were 
equivialent  to  cash,  I  should  not  complain  that  the  quotas 
are  unpaid.  But  unluckily  this  is  not  the  case,  and  if  the 
States  really  mean  to  prosecute  the  war,  something  moi'e 
miist  be  done  than  merely  to  pass  declaratory  resolutions  ; 
for  no  man  can  be  found  who  will  for  such  resolutions  sup- 
ply food  to  our  army.  I  am  well  persuaded,  that  the  diffi- 
culties which  any  'State  labors  under,  proceed  more  from 
impolitic  laws  than  any  other  source  ;  for  as  to  the  taxes 
require,d,  they  are  very  moderate,  when  compared  either 
with  the  real  wealth  of  the  people,  or  the  former  expenses 
which  they  have  borne. 

How  far  the  quota  asked  from  your  State,  is  or  is  not 
proportionate,  it  is  not  my  business  to  determine.  I  pre- 
sume it  is  right ;  but  let  it  be  as  high  as  it  may,  I  am  per- 
sCaded  that  when  your  specifics  are  turned  into  specie, 
and  the  various  expenses  attending  such  mode  of  taxation 
are  paid,  if  the  net  amount  be  compared  with  the  property 
taken  from  the  people  according  to  this  simple  proportion, 
(as  the  whole  tax  laid  is  to  the  net  amount  brought  into 


ibe  treasury,  so  k  Uie  price  of  wbe»t,  tobacco,  or  any 
Olber  VticliiyfiKied  in  tli^  law,  to  a  fourth  aumber  to  be 
found,)  if,  1  say,  tbia.  confiparisoo  be  made,  it  will  appear 
that  tbe  ifeople  have  suataioed  a  greatei-  loss,  thaa  any  dis- 
proportion in  their  quota  pould  amount  to. 

You  must  not,  however,,  suppose  that  Maj-y]aod  is  sin- 
gular ia  Qonsidering  her  quoto^  too  lugb,  ap  far  fronr  it,  that 
I  believe  every  Skate, thinks  so  of  tt«  own  qMOta,  a^id  would 
be  very  happy  toapolegsie  to  the  world  fordoing  nothing, 
witli  tt»e  thin  anil  fljtusy  prcttext,  thai  it  baa  b^o.  aak^  to 
do  too  much. 

You  tell  me  your  assembly  would  pledge  any  species  of 
secHrity^in.theii!  pcfWBittfii  borrow  money.  I  am  persuaded 
that  you  think  so,  but  you  must  pardon  me  for  holding  a 
different  opinion,  besides  thai  their  willingness  in  this  respect 
can  be  of  but  little  avail ;  for  while  such  extreme  reluctance 
is  shown  to  granting  a  sufiieient  revenue  to  pay  past  debts, 
you  mu3t  not  expect  that  any  persons  will  rely  on  promises* 
of  future  integrity.  I  believe* your  assembly,  like- all  others 
on  the  continent,  n^eanswelj,  and  therefore  1  ain  in  hopes 
that  they  will  act  welL  But  before  ihey  call  Qo  HercMles 
they  must  put  tiieir  sbouldera  to  die  vvbeel.  It  is,  a  vain 
thing  to  suppose  that  wars  can.  be  carried  on  by  quibbks 
ajid;pu96,  and  yel  layiug  taxes  payable  ki  specific  articles 
amounts  to  no  more,  feu*  with  a  gfeai  sound  they  put  little 
or  nothing  in  the  treasury.  '        , 

I  know  of  RO  persons  who  want  your  specific  suppliesi, 
^nd,.  if  th^  did,. rely  orj  it  tbjat  they  would  rather  contract 
with  an  individual  of  any  Slate  than  with  aoy  State  i»  the 
Unioo*  I  bave  yet  oiet  with  no  instance  in  whicif  the  arti- 
cles taken  in  for  taxes  are  of  the  first  quality,  nehhefi  do  I 
expect  to  meet  with  9tny ',  and  90  IM^  reliaaoe  oen  be 
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placed  on  thetn,  as  to  punctuality,  that  you  may  depend 
they  can  never  be  sold  but  at  a  loss.  This  4'Aave  experi- 
enced. Somebody  or  other  will  make  a  good  bargain  out 
of  you,  and  the  best  you  can  make  is  to  sell  before  the 
expensed  eat  up  the  whole.  This  will  be  buying  experi- 
ence, and  perhaps  it  may  prove  a  cheap  purchase. 

I  am  Sony  that  you  are  about  to  quit  your  office,  arid 
particularly  sorry  for  the  want  of  liealth  which  leads  you  to 
that  determination.  I  had  hopes  that  your  endeavors  would 
have  brought  things  into  order.  I  shal)^  expect  to  bear  from 
you  soon  better  tidings. 
Yours,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE  OOVEBNOR  07  CONNECTICUT. 

Office  of  Finance,  June  14th,  1782. 

Sir, 

Mr  Merrill  in  a  letter  of  the  seventh  instant  informs  me, 
that  year  Excellency  requested  him  to  delay  the  publica- 
tion of  receipts  for  your  State.  1  am  convinced,  Sir,  that 
you  had  good  reasons  for  this  request,  and  wish  it  were  in 
my  power  stiJl  further  to.  gratify*  your  wishes.  But  I  am 
undcr^ttie  necessity  of  insisting  on  the  publication  for  the 
following  reasons — 1st,  To  obviate  the  charge  of  partiality, 
if  made  in  one  State  and  not  in  others.  2dfy,  To  show  the 
deficiency  of  tneans  granted  for  carrying  on  the  war.  3dly, 
Thereby  to  exonerate  those  who  are  immediately  resjson- 
sible.  And,  4thly,  to  direct  the  public  to  the  real  cause  of 
our  caldmities. 

Your  Excelleocy  well  knows  that  it  is  common  ibr  re- 
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presentativ€s  to  aim  at  populariry,  by  lessening  or  procra^ 
tinatirig  the  taxes  of  iliierr  c'ottstkuents..   It  is  proper,  there- 
forcy  iliat  the  people .^shpuld  kpow  the  situation  to  which 
such  conduct  reduces  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   JAMES    LOVELL   OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

/ 
Office  of  Finance,  June  16th  1782. 

•Sir, 

I  have  received  this  day  your  letter  of  the  sixth  instant. 
I  find  the  publications  of  "  no  receipts*^  are  by  no  means 
very  pleasing.  Men  are  less  ashamed  to  do  wrong,  than 
vexed  to  be  told  of  it.  Mr  Merrill  of  Connecticut  delayed 
his  publication  in  consequence  of  a  request  from  the  Gov- 
ernor. This  he  informed  tc\t  of  by  letter,  and  I  enclose  yoti 
a  copy  of  my  answer.  It  contains  some  of  the  reasons  why 
I  insist  on  such  publications,  and  I  send  them  to  yoii  be- 
cause I  think  I  dan  at  this  distance  perceive,  that  some  men 
will  desire  to  know  those  reasons  from  you. 

I  knoliv  it  will  be  alleged  that  from  such  publications  the 
enemy  will  derive  information,  but  I  am  tJonvinced  they 
will  gain  all  the  k/iowledge  of  that  sort,  which  they  want, 
without  our  newspapers;  fpr  the  collection  of  taxes  is  a 
matter  of  too  great  poloriety  to  be  concealed,  and  therefore 
1  have  long  considered  such  arguments  as  mere  excuses  to 
keep  the  people  in  ignorance,  and  deceive  them  under  pre* 
text  of  deqeiving  their  enemies. 

i  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.  \ 
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TO  GKOBOS   WASHINGTON. 

Offiee  6f  TInaiMe,  Jtine  2lgt,  1789. 

Sir, 
I  am  informed  (hat  several .  of  our  (^kers  have  left  be- 
hindiiiani  in  New  York  considerable  sums  of  money  unpaid, 
which  had  been  advanced  to  ihem  while  they  were  prisoners. 
The  liumanity  of  those,  who-btive  oiade  such  advances,  as 
well  as  the  {)rinciples  of  justice,  requires  that  they  should 
be  repaid.  But  there  is  another  reason  which  htis  consid- 
erable w^ht  OQ  my  mind.  Tb)3  establishment  of  a  credit 
among  our  enemies  by  the  punctual  payment  of  sucli  debts 
will  induce  them  again  to  make  advances,,shQuld^hc  chance 
of  war  place  any.of-our  unfortunate  ofBcers  in  a  situation, tQ 
reader  it  necessary.  I  am  therefore  to  request  of,  your 
Esccellency  (should  you  agree  with  me  in  opinion)  that  you 
WQiiki  take  measures  to  cause  the  amount  of  those  debts 
to  be  particularly  ascertained,  in  order  that  I  may  devise 
some  means  of  discharging  them  9$  soon  as  the  state  of  the 
treasury  will  permit. 

I  ao).  Sir,  8(e. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   GOVERNOR   OF   RHODE-ISLAND.    , 

Offiee  of  Finanee,  June  S6th,  1783, 

Sir, 
Findiog  that  yiaur  State  ba$  cnade  advances  of  pay  to 
their  troops,  it«becomes  my  duty>to  inforni  your  Exceltoncyi 
that  Congress  included  in  their  ostimate^  amoupliog  to 
eight  millions,  the «uin8.itece$s»ry  for  paying  the  aimy  ;  of 
consecfutaoBitheO^vtlkilSO  no  use  in  making  such  payments 
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by  the  leveral  States.  I  muse  also  observe,  Sir,  that  par«- 
tkl.  payments  or  supplies  of  any  kind  bav«  been  found  by 
experience  to  give  general  dissatisfaction,  and  tlierefore  the 
iielermi»o<tioo  ^to  ^discontinue  them  .has  been  long  sinee 
a^pted. 

The  variety  of- accouiiiB  also  is:dangerous  and  expeostve, 
and  therefore  to  be  avoided.  I  might  add  other  reasons 
why  such  pa]!»arents  by  <the  States  cannot  be  admitted 
in^abatement  of'their  respeeiive  qwntas.  The  sanne  res- 
sous  also  operate  against  the  admission  of  charges,  for 
supplies  of  any  kind,  or  certificates  thereof  as  deductions 
from  those  quotas.  I  lave  Wuien  to  Mr  CHney  on  the 
subject,  thei23d  instant;  and  am  now  to  pray  your  Exoet* 
iency's  attention  and  lassistanee  to  prevent  such  irpegularitiies 
in  liittnre.  The  nmee  our  operations  ane  simplified,  tba 
better  iiviU  they  be  understood,  and  ibe  more  satisfactorily 
will  they  be  conducted.  Congress  have  asked  for  men 
and  moni^*  'Those  granted,  they  wiU  ask  for  nothing 
niore,jand  l^Qi*suade.0)yself,  that  if  consisteatly  with  ilie 
confederation^  iheyicoulffc confine  their  requisitions  to.  money 
atone,  tire  people  at  large  would  depive  aeiief  from  it,<tlie 
Legislature  wiould  act  with  greater  tklsi^,  ;and  >o¥ir>  resouf oes 
beeppKediWith  greater  vigor^ 
i  have ihe ihonorio  be,  &&o. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   O^OAGS   WASHUmTiOISi. 

Office  of  riBanee,  Jnruf  eoth,  1782. 

Denr  Sir, 
I  Jiave  received  your  favors  of  the. 8th  c\nd ,  I6tb  instant, 
the  former  enclosing  alterations  proposed  in  the  present 
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mode  of  issues,  and  the  latter  a  copy  of  your  circular 
letter  to  the  States  of  the  4th  of « May.  I  pray  you 
to  accept  my  thanks  for  these  communications.  I  consent 
to  the  alterations  mentioned,  and  shall  be  very  happy  that 
harmony  be  restored  ;  for  I  do  assure  you  that  let  the 
cause  of  disputes  be  what  it  may,* I  am  extremely  sorry  to 
find  that  any  exist. 

I  find  that  you  have  misunderstood  that  part  of  my 
letter  which  relates  to  the  complaints  of  the  officers.  My 
design  was  not  to  oppose  any  arrangement  which  might 
contribute  to  their  convenience.  I  only  meant  to  show 
that  their  convenience  having  been  consulted  in  the  first 
instance,  the  mode  had  excited  uneasiness,  and  that  the 
endeavor  to  remove  that  uneasiness  having  excited  com- 
plaint and  remonstrance,  the  direct  compliance  with 
the  reasoning  adopted  by  them  would  produce  greater 
hardship,  than  that  which  was  complained  of.  Hence 
follows  the  inference  which  was  on  my  mind,  that  a  spirit 
of  accommodation  alone  could  place  all  parties  at  their 
ease,  and  I  supposed  that  the  interest  of  the  contractors  on 
one  hand,  and  the  coqvenience  of  the  army  on  the  oUier, 
would  produce  that  accommodating  disposition  in  both. 
1  am  happy  to  find  that  matters  are  now  in  a  train  towards 
tbat  desirable  end,  and  much  lament  that  it  has  not  sooner 
arrived. 

i  shall  close  what  I  have  to  say  on  this  subject,  by 
assuring  you  most  confidentially,  that  I  will  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power  do  justice,  and  bring  relief  to  both  officers 
•  and  soldiers,  but  as  these  things  can  only  be  effected  by 
exact  method  and  economy,  so  I  must  pursue  that  method 
and  economy,  qs  the  only  means  by  which  the  desired 
end  can  be  obtained. 
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With  respect  to  the  civil  list,  I  shnll  say  but  one  or  Iwo 
words.  I  know  well  the  connexion,  which  ties  together 
all  the  public  servants,  and  I  lament  every  comparison, 
which  implies  a  distinction  between  them.  The  civil  list 
consists  chiefly  of  persons  whose  salaries  will  not  do  more 
than  6nd  them  food  i^d  clothing.  Many  of  {hem  com- 
plain^ that  with  gneat  parsimony  they  cannot  obtain  even 
those  necessaries.  The  difference  then  between  them 
a^d  the  army,  supposing  the  latter  to  get  but  four  months' 
pay  oot  of  twelve*  Is  that  both  would  be  alike  subsisted, 
and  the  army  would  have  an  arrearage  of  eight  months' 
pay  to  receive  at  a  future  period,  but  the  civil  list  would 
have  to  receive  nothing. 

I  am,  my  Dear  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  1st,  1782. 
Sir,  . 

I  have  deferred  until  this  moment  my  answer  to  your 
letters  of  the  4th,  9th,  and  30th,  of  March,  in  expectation 
that  I  should  have  heard  from  you  by  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette.  A  vessel  now  about  to  depart  induces  me  to 
address  you.  I  enclose  an  Act  of  Congress,  by  which  you 
are  empowered  to  adjust  the  public  accounts  with  the 
Court  of  France.  I  wish  this  may  be  done,  and  the 
amount  transmitted  hither,  that  arrangements  may  be  taken 
for  ascertaining  the  times  and  the  modes  of  payment. 
You  will  at  the  same  time  observe,  that  it  is  determined 
to  appoint  a  commissioner  for  liquidating  and  finally  ad- 
justing the  accounts  of  the  public  servants  of  Congress  in 
Europe. 
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Tbe  Minister  here,  in  a  letter  to  mo  of  tlie  26th  of 
May  last)  gives  the  foHowiiig  state  of  moneys  granted  by 
Fraocoi  viz. 

^'Tbese  advances  have  been  roaxie  at  the  following  pe- 
riods, and  are  payable  with  interest,  according,  to  the  obli- 
gations and  acknovrledgements  of  Dr  Franklis*. 
''In    1778,  •  ^fiX^jSbO 

1779^  1,000^000 

1780,  4,000,000 

•1781,  *  10,000,000 


Total  18,000,000 
^'From  this  sum  must  be  deducted  the 
gratuitous  subsidy  of  last  year,  6,000,000 

Remains  12,000,000 
"To  this  roust  be  added, 
1st.  The  produce  of  the  loan  in  Holland,  10,000,000 

2dly.  The  loan  made  by  his  Majesty  for 
the.  eurrani .  yeair^i  6,000,000 


>4«ta 


''Capital  of  the  debt  due  to  his  M^j^ . 
esty  by  the  United  States,  .  :    28,000,000?* 

I  think  it  right  to  send  you  Uiis  statement,  on  which  I 
will  make  a  few  observations.  I  could  have  wiabed  thit  * 
,  the  whole  of  the  moneys,  which  the.Courl  haive  furnished 
us  had  been  what  the  greater  part  is,  a  loan.  I  know 
that  the  United  States  will  find  no  difficulty  in  making 
payment,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  give  younn  assur- 
ance, which  is  not  meant  for  tlie  Coert,  that  I  will  en- 
deavor to  provide  even  now  the  means  of  repayment,  by 
getting  laws  passed,  lo  take  effect  at  a  future  period,  or 
otherwise,  as  shall  be  most  convenient  and  agreeably  lo^  all 
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partiasy  after  the  amount  is  ascertained  and  the  times  of 
payment  fixed.  I  wish  it  bad  all  been  a  loan,  because  I 
do  not  think  the  weight  of  the  debt  would  be  so  great  as 
the  weight  of  an  obligation  is  generally  found  to  be,  and 
the  latter  is  of  all  others  what  I  would  least  wish  to  labor 
under,  either  in  a  public  or  private  capacity.  A  still  further 
reason  with  me  is,  that  there  is  less  pain  in  solicidng  the 
aid  of  a  loan^  when  ^tbere  is  no  expectation  that  it  is  to 
be  a  gilt. 

Prompted  by  such  reasons,  I  could  be  well  content,  that 
the  advances  made  previously  to  the  year  1778,  were  by 
some  means  or  other  brought  into  this  account.  By  Mr 
Grand's  accounts  is  appears,  that  Messrs  Franklin,  Deane 
and  Lee,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1777,  paid  him  five  hun<- 
dred  thousand  livres  ;  on  the  28th  of  April,  other  five  hun- 
dred thousand  livres ;  on  the  4th  of  June,  one  million  of 
livres ^  on  the  3d  of  July,  five  hundred  thousand  livres; 
and  on  the  lOtb  of  October,  other  five  hundred  thousand 
livres ;  amounting  in  the  whole  to  three  millions  of  livres. 
I  suppose,  that  tliese  sums  were  received  of  private  per-* 
sons  in  like  manner  with  those  supplies,  whieh  were  ob- 
tained ibrough  M.  do  Beaumarcfaais,  and  if  so  they  will 
be  payable  in  like  manner  with  those  supplies. 

I  have  in  a  former  letter  estimated  tbe  yearly  interest  on 
Loan  Qfficp  cerdficates,  payable  in  France  at  two  million 
livres,  consequently  taking  in  the  months  intervening  be- 
tween September  and  March,  the  total  amount  from  Sep- 
tember tbe  10th,  1777,  to  March  the  1st,  1782,  may  be 
stated  at  nine  million  livres ;  whk)h  is  just  one  half  of  the 
supplies  granted  for  nhe  years  1778,  1779,  1780,  and 
1781. 

A  resolution  now  before  Congress  will,  I  believe,  direct 
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that  no  more  bills  be  drawn  for  this  instant ;  but  Mr  Grand 
in  his  letter  of  the  4th  of  March,  tells  me  he  has  paid  six 
million  two  hundred  and  thirtynine  thousand  one  hundred 
and  eightysix  livres,  thirteen  sous,  four  deniers,  in  sixteen 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen  bills,  from  the  1 1  th  of 
February,  1779,  to  the  28th  of  January,  1782.  His  ac- 
counts are  now  translating,  and  when  that  is  completed,  I 
shall  transmit  them  to  the  treasury,  and  I  hope  soon  to 
have  the  accounts  of  the  several  loan  officers  in  such  a 
train  of  settlement,  that  all  these  matters  may  finally  be 
wound  up. 

Should  the  Court  grant  six  million  livres  more  for  the 
service  of  the  current  year,  making  twelve  miliiorf  livres  in  ' 
the  whole,  which  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  do  expect,  then 
the  sum  total  in  five  years  will  be  forty  million  livres,  or 
eight  million  annually.  And  when  the  occasion  of  this 
grant  is  considered,  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  and  the 
derangement  of  our  finances,  naturelly  to  be  expected  in 
so  great  a  revolution,  I  cannot  think  this  sum  is  by  any 
means  very  extraordinary.  I  believe  with  you  most  per- 
fectly in  the  good  dispositions  of  the  Conrt,  but  I  must  re- 
quest you  to  urge  those  dispositions,  into  efiect.  I  consider 
the  six  millions  mentioned  to  me  by  the  Minister  here,  and 
afterwards  in  your  letters,  as  being  at  ray  disposal.  The 
taxes  come  in  so  slowly,  that  i  have  been  compelled  and 
must  continue  to  draw  bills,  but  I  shall  avoid  it  as  much  as 
possible.  In  my  letters  of  the  23d  and  29th  of  May,  of 
which  I  enclose  copies,  are  contained  my  sentiments  as  to 
M.  de  Beaumarchais'  demand.  Indeed,  if  the  sums  paid 
to  him  and  others  for  expenditures  previous  to  the  year 
1778,  and  the  amount  of  the  interest  money,  of  which  the 
principal  w^as  also  expended  at  that  time,  be  deducted,  the 
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remaiding  sum  will  be  Considerably  less  than  thirty  mil- 
lions. 

1  must  entreat  of  you,  Sir,  that  all  the  stores  may  be 
forwarded  from  Brest  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  shall  hope 
that  the  Court  will  take  measures  to  affitrd  you  the  n^fes- 
sary  transports,  so  that  they  may  come  under  proper  con- 
voy. As  to  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  it 
is  true,  that  some  of  it  has  arrived  here  from  neutral  ports, 
but  it  is  equally  tme  that  money  was  necessary  to  purchase 
it,  and  that  money  is  quite  as  scarce  as  any  other  article. 
If,  however,  all  the  cargo  of  that  ship  was  like  some  which 
I  procured,  the  taking  of  her  has*  been  no  great  bss,  for 
the.  clothing  was  too  small  to  go  on  men's  backs.  The 
goods  from  Holland  we  still  most  anxiously  expect.  Would 
to  God  that  they  never  had  been  purchased.  Mr  Gillon, 
however,  is  at  length  arrived,  and  I  hope  we  shall  have 
those  matters,  in  which  he  was  concerned,  brought  to 
some  kind  of  settlement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fac. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 

Office  of  Fiaance,  July  2d,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  June, 
and  am  very  happy  to  find  that  you  have  determined  to 
accept  the  office  I  had  the  pleasure  of  offering  to  you.*  I 
enclose  the  commission,  instructions,  &^c.  together  with  a 
bond  for  performance  of  the  duties,  which  I  must  request 

*  Receiver  of  the  Continental  taxes  for  the  State  of  New  York. 
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you  to  611  up  and  execute,  with  sQtoe  sufficient  surety,  and 
transmit. 

The  cofpplaiut  you  make  of  the  system  of  taxation  in 
New  York,  might,  I  believe,  very  justly  be  extended  ;  for 
though  it  may  be  more  defective  in  some  tbau  in  others,  it 
is,  I  fear,  very  far  from  perfect  in  any.  I  bad  already 
heard,  that  no  part  of  the  taxes  were  appropriated  to  Con- 
tinental purposes,  but  I  expect  that  the.  Legislature  will, 
when  they  meet,  make  such  appropriation,  as  well  as  lay 
new,  and  1  hope  productive  taxes,  for  the  purposes  of  pay- 
ing what  may  remaip  of  their  quota. 

It  gives  me  a  singular  pleasure  to  find,  that  you  have 
yourself  ppinted  out  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  your 
appointment.  You  will  find  that  it  is  specified  in  the  enclo- 
sure of  the  i5th  of  April.  I  do  not  conceive  that  any  in- 
terview will  be  necessary,  though  I  shall  always  be  happy 
to  see  you,  when  your  leisure  and  convenience  will  admit. 
In  the  meantime,  1  must  request  you  to  exert  your  talents 
in  forwarding  with  your  Legislature  the  views  of  Congress. 
Your  former  situation  in  the  army,  the  present  situation  of 
that  very  army,  your  connexions  in  the  State,  your  perfect 
knowledge  of  men  and  measures,  and  the  abilities  which 
Heaven  has  blest  you  with,  will  give  you  a  fine  opportunity 
to  forward  the  public  service,  by  convincing  all  who  bav^ 
claims  on  the  juiatfee  of  Congress,  that  those  claims  exist 
only  by  that  hard  necessity,  which  arises  from  the  negli- 
gence of  the  States.  When  to  this  you  shall  superadd  the 
conviction,  that  what  remains  of  the  war,  being  only  a  war 
of  finance,  solid  arrangements  of  finance  'must  necessarily 
terminate  favorably,  not  only  to  our  hopes  but  even  to  our 
wishes,  then,  Sir,  the  government  will  be  disposed  to  lay, 
an4  the  people  to  bear  these  ^burdeps,.  which  ^^  neces- 
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S!iry,  and  then  the  uliliiy  of  your  office   aod  of  the  officei 
will  be  as  manilest  to  others  as  at  present  to  me. 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    M.    JOLIE    DE    FLEURY. 

Office  of  Finnnoii,  July  5th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  leiter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  in  February  last.  It  gives  me  very  particular  plea- 
sure to  find  that  my  operations  are  approved  by  a  gentle- 
man whose  talents  and  siiuation  conspire  together  in  giving 
the  means  aod  llie  power  of  forming  a  proper  judgment. 
I  receive.  Sir,  wilh  so  much  greater  satisfaction  your  pro- 
mise 10  concur  in  promoting  the  success  of  my  measures, 
as  I  persuade  myself  thai  a  true  Frenchman  must  deeply 
interest  himsell  in  the  present  American  Revolution. 

The  indissoluble  bauds  which  nniie  our  sovereigns,  have 
connected  the  success  of  that  revolution  wilh  the  glory  of 
the  King,  and  the  interests  of  his  subjects.  Being  therefore 
alike  prompted  by  that  animated  zeal  and  attachment  lo 
your  prince  which  forms  a  beautiful  trait  in  the  French 
character,  and  by  your  own  benevolence,  you  cannot  but 
pursue  the  raad  vrhich  leads  to  iho  establishment  of  our 
independence.  It  is  by  these  motives.  Sir,  that  yon  are 
assured  of  my  confidence.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  lay 
before  you  my  arrangements,  as  ?oon  as  ihey  can  be  com- 
pleted, In  order  that  you  may  possess  the  views  of  my  ad- 
ministration. 

!  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  esteem  and  respect, 
ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   MR   OELkND* 

Office  of  Finance,  July  5tb,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  several  favors  of  the  2d  of  February 
and  4th  of  March  last,  together  with  the  accounts  accom- 
panying the  lattei^  I  am  sorry  to  find  the  funds  we  have 
in  Europe  are  so  deeply  anticipated.  This  circumstance 
introduces  a  degree  of  hesitancy  and  doubtfulness  into  my 
measures,  which  is  alike  disagreeable  and  pernicious.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  all  the  old  accounts  will  soon  be 
wound  up  and  finally  closed  ;  and  then  in  future  I  shall 
possess  a  full  view  of  what  is  in  my  power.  With  respect 
to  any  arrangements  with  the  Court  of  Spain,  I  incline  to 
think  that  they  will  be  necessary,  for  I  persuade  myself 
that  money  negotiations  through  Havana  might  be  per- 
formed to  equal,  if  not  greater  advantage,  by  private  chan- 
nels. 

I  am^  Sji*;  with  respect  and  esteem,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MARYLAND. 

Office  of  Finanoe,  July  9th,  1782. 
Sir, 

1  have  not  been  until  this  moment  favored  with  your  let- 
ter in  Counoil  of  the  5th.  I  pray  that  you  will  accept  and 
present  to  the  Council  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  atten- 
tion to  the  public  service.  Your  offer  to  pay  for  the  trans- 
portation of  clothing  to  the  southern  army,  gives  me  an 
additional  reason  to  believe  that  a  sense  of  the  public  dis- 
tresses will  always  operate  a  desire  Ho  relieve  them.     To 
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go  into  detail  of  those  distresses,  is  at  all  times  dangerous, 
and  indeed  it  would  be  impracticablev  for  they  are  so  nu- 
merous that  all  my  time  would  be  insufficient ,  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  publications  made  by  the  receivers  in  the 
several  States,  will  however  carry  a  convictioo  of  tliom,  to 
every  man  of  sense  and  reflection. 

It  is  my  con9tat)t  endeavor  to  administer  the  little,  aid 
which  is  afibrded  to  the  best  advantage ;  and  I  am  in 
hourly  apprehensions  from  the  dilatoriness  which  has  been 
shown  by  almost  all  the  States,  in  granting  the  supplies 
required  by  Congress.  No  proposition  can  be  clearer 
tlian  this,  that  the  salvation  of  our  couQtry  must  depend  , 
upon  such  grants ;  and  it  will  be  a  matter  of  wonder  for 
future  generations,  how  a  people  who  once  sliowed  such 
enthuaastic  ardor,  should  at  the  mcjment  when  it  is  within 
their  grasp,  put  everything  to  the  hazard,  by  omitting  to 
make  the  little  exertion  that  remains.  Yet. such  is  the 
fact. 

I  «hall  rely  on  receiving  considerable  supplies  of  money 
from  Maryland  in  the  course  of  the  present  month;  and 
shall,  in  consequence,  rnake  ev^agemeots  ibr  transporting 
the  clothing. and  stores  to  the  southern  army,  and  for  other 
services  equally  pressing  and  essential.  That  you  will  be 
obliged  to  sell  the  property  of  the  State,  at  less  than  you 
suppose  it  to  be.  worth,  I  had  long  foreseen,  and  am 
thoroughly  convinced  of.  That  is  one  among  the  very 
many  objectbna  against  raising  specific' taxes ;  but  you  may, 
depend  that  the  longer  tbey  are  kept  on  hand,  the  greater 
will  be  the  loss.  The  people  must  be  undeceived,  and  the 
sales  of  such  property  will  have  a  tendency  to  produce  that 
efieet.  They  will  at  length,  I  hope,  open  their  eyes^  and 
be  convinced,  of  a  truth  which  nil  history  and  experience 
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bear  witness  to,  namely,  that  the  true  art  of  gorerning  is 
to  Simplify  the  operations  of  government. 

Permit  roe,  Sir,  before  I  close  this  letter,  to  press  upon 
your  consideration  the  state  of  puUic  a&irs.  Every  ope* 
ration  is,  at  present,  supported  by  credit,  and  that  credit 
has  long  hung  but  by  a  thread.  Unless  the  States  give 
speedy  and  effectual  aid,  that  thread  must  break*  It  would 
long  since  have  broken,  and  scenes  of  military  pillage,  waste, 
murmuring,  extravagance  and  confusion  would  again  have 
been  opened,  if  I  had  not  for  some  time  declined  all  expen^ 
diture,  except  what  was  necessary  merely  to  feed  the  army» 
If,  under  such  circumstances,  the  enemy  has  made  offensive 
operations^  you  may  easily  guess  the  consequences.  Your 
State  will,  I  hope,  contribute  amply  to  provide  against 
them.  Should  anything  happen,  the  fault  will  not  lie  at 
the  door  of  Congress  or  of  their  servants. 
With  perfiecC  esteenn  and  respect,  6ec. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   JAKES   UOfTULhlM  OF    MASSACBVSSTXe. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  10th,  1782. 

S5r, 
I  hare  received  your  fovors  of  tbe  24th  and  27th  of 
June.  The  conduct  of  the  States  is  very  alarming,  and 
has  given  me  much  serious  apprehension.  A  want  of 
knowledge  or  of  zeal  among  tbose  who  compose  the  seve- 
ral L^gislatnres,  produces  misfortunes  which  their  constitu- 
ents must  fed,  although  they  do  not  themselves  appear  to 
be  aware  of  them.  Had  permanent  funds  been  establish* 
ed  on  which  to  borrow  money,  in  all  human  probability 
our  credit  would  have  been  such',  as  that  a  considerable 
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part  of  every  year's  expenditure  might  liave  i»een  obtained    * 

tt)  tliat  way.     The  advantages  of  such  a  measure  are  self 

evident.     If  we  suppose  the  states  at  war  possessed  of  i 

equal  force  and  resources,  the  one  of  them  enjoying  credit^  j 

which  the  other  wants,  the  efforts   would  be  so  unequal, 

that  the  nation  in  credit  might  compel  her  antagonist  to  ask 

peace  in  a  very  short  period. 

^In  America  we  have  disdained  to  profit  by  experience, 
and  therefore  are  reduced  to  the  sad  necessity  of  bearing 
the  whole  burden  of  ihe  war  at  the  present  moment,  when 
least  able  to  bear  it.  Still,' however,  1  had  hoped,  by  mak- 
ing anticipations. on  the  taxes,  to  lay  a  foundation  for  more 
extensive  credit ;  and  at  length  to  recover  that  useful  con- 
fidence, which  has  been  too  carelessly  squandered  away. 
But  in  fixing  the  first  stone  of  this  irseful  edifice,  I  am  dis* 
appointed  by  finding  that  after  taxes  are  laid,  and  in 
^  the  moment  when  I  expect  to  feel  the  benefits,  the  col- 
lection is  postponed  unto  a  future  day.  I  shall  not 
dwell  longer  on  this  disagreeable  topic.  1  deeply  feel 
and  sincerely  lament  the  consequences,  which  you  may 
rely  on  it  are  far  more  pernicious  even  in  the  article 
of  expense  than  any  person  is  aware  of;  besides  other 
things  which  are  of  equal,  and  may  perhaps,  be  of 
greater  importance. 

f  find  by  examining  the  sums  1  have  drawn  on  you 
for,  that  you  cau  find  no  great  diflSculty  in  making  the 
payments  hy  sales  of  the  bill?  I  would  advise  ycu,  im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  this,  to  employ  a  good  broker 
to  sell  all  the  bills  you  have,  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  between 
you,  leaving  it  optional  in  the  party,  to  pay  either  specie^ 
hank  notes,  or  my  notes,  and  give  from  a  week  to  a  fort- 
night credit  to  good  hands.  The  price  will,  I  suppose,  be 
vol..  XII.  27 
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high  if  sold  ia  this  manner,  and  you  will  doabtless  obtain  a 
preference  in  the  sales  over  others.  When  you  open  tlus 
business  it  must  be  transacted  speedily  by  letting  your  bro- 
ker make  the  sales,  and  take  the  promisory  notes  from  the 
parties.  The  effects  of  this  plan  will  be  as  follows ;  peo* 
pie  knowing  that  the  notes  are  at  a  discount,  will  readily, 
1  suppose,  make  purchases  on  such  conditions  ;  and  if  they 
do,  you  will  thereby  raise  tbem  to  par,  and  command  a 
considerable  sum  in  specie,  for  I  know  there  are  very  few 
now  in  your  country,  and  therefore  wjien  they  come  to  be 
bought  up  and  looked  for,  their  value  will  rise ;  and  I  pre- 
sume tliat  taxation  will  then  come  in  to  aid  their  farther  cir- 
.  culation. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  &lc. 

ROBERT  MORRK. 


J  - 


TO    THE    GOVERNOR    OP    MARTJuAND, 

Office  of  Finance,  July  29th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  now  before  me  your  two  favors  of  the  12th 
instant.  You  will  fii)d  my  answers  as  well  in  a  former 
letter,  as  in  the  enclosed  circular.  For  what  remains  I 
must  only  declare  to  you-  my  regrel  at  finding  your  pros- 
pects so  gloomy.  The  idea  that  taxes  cannot  be  raised 
because  of  the  want  of  specie,  is  very  general,  indeed  it  is 
almost  universal,  and  yet  nothing  can  be  ii^ore  ill-founded. 
If  the  people  be  put  in  the  necessity  of  procuring  specie, 
ihey  will  procure  it.  They  can  if  ihey  will.  Tobacco ' 
m.ay  not  sell  at  ,one  moment,  grain  at  another,  or  cattle  at 
a  third  j  but  there  are  some  articles  such  as  horses,  which 
will  sell  at  all  times.     The  mischief  is,  that  when  a  pur- 
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diaser  offers,  the  party  not  being  under  a  necessity  of 
sdiing,  insists  on  a  higher  price  than  the  other  can  afford 
to  give.  Thus  the  commerce  is  turned  away  to  another 
quarter.  Nothing  but  the  necessity  of  getting  money  will 
bring  men  in  general  to  lower  their  prices.  When  this  is 
done  purchasers  will  ofier  in  abundance,  and  thus  it  will 
be  found,  that  ihe  tax  instead  of  lessening  will  increase 
the  quantity  of  specie.  But  so  long  as  the  want  of  it  can 
be  pleaded  successfully  against  taxes,  so  long  that  want  will 
continue.  And«  then  all  that  remains  to  consider  is, 
whether  the  army  can  be  maintained  by  such  a  plea.  Tlie 
States,  Sir,  must  give  money,  or  the  army  mit^  disband. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &^. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


1^, 


TO    TH£    FBBSIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  29th,  1782. 

Sir, 

The  reference  which  Congress  were  pleased  to  make  of  ' 

a  remonstrance  and  petkion  from  Blair  Mc  Clenaghan  ^       l>: 

and  others,  has  induced  me  to  pray  their  indulgence  while  ;] 

I  go  somewhat  at  large  into  the  subject  of  that  xemon* 
strance. 

The  propriety  and  utility  of  public  loans  have  been  sub- 
jects of  much  controversy.  Those  who  find  diemselves 
saddled  with  the  debts  of  a  preceding  generation,  nat- 
urally exclaim  against  loans ;  and  it  must  be  confessed, 
that  when  such  debts  are  accumulated  by  negligencey  folly 
or  profusion,  the  complaint  is  well  founded.  Biit  it  vvould 
be  equally  so  against  taxes,  when  wasted  in  the  same  way.  if 

The  difference  is,  that  the  weight  of  taxes  being  more  sen- 
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sibie,  the  waste  oceasions  greater  clamor,  and  is  thereibre 
more  speedily  remedied.  But  it  will  appear,  that  the 
eventual  evils,  which  posterity  must  sustain  from,  heavy 
taxes  are  greater  than  from  loans.  Hence  may  be  de- 
duced this  conclusion,  that  in  governments  liable  to  a 
vicious  administration,  it  would  be  better  to  raise  the  cur- 
rent expense  by  taxea,;  but  where  an  honest  and  wise 
appropriation  of  money  prevails,  it  is  highly  advantageous 
to  take  the  benefit  of  loans.  Taxation  to  a  certain  poini, 
is  not  only  proper  but  useful,  because  py  stimulating  the 
industry  of  individuals,  it  increases  the  wealth  of  the  com- 
munity. But  when  taxes  go  so  far  as  to  enireacb  on  the 
subsistence  of  the  people,  they  have  become  burdensome 
and  oppressive.  The  expenditure  of  money  ought  in 
such  case  to  be,  if  possible,  avoided  ;  if  unavoidable,  jt 
will  be  most  wise  to  have  recourse  to  loans. 

Loans  may  be  of  two  kifnds, -either  domestic  or  foreign. 
The  relative  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  each,  as  well 
as  those  which  are  common  to  both,  will  deserve  attention. 
Reasonings  of  this  kind,  as  they  depend  on  rules  of  arith- 
metic, are  best  understood  by  nunierical  positions.  For 
the  purposes  of  elucidation,  therefore,  it  may  be  supposed 
that  the  annual  tax  of  any  particular  husbandman  were 
fifteen  pounds,  so  that  (the  whole  being  regularly  consumed 
in  payment  of  taxes)  he  would  be  no  richer  at  the  end  of 
the  war,  than  he  \¥ai  at  the  beginning*  It  is  at  the  same 
time  notorious,  that  the  profits  made  by  husbandmen,  on 
funds  which  they  borrowed  were  very  considerable.  In 
many  instances  their  plantations,  as  well  as  the  cattle  and 
family  utensil$,^bave  been  purchased  on  credit,  and  the 
bonds  given  for  both  have  shortly  been  paid  by  sales  of 
produce.  It  is^  therefore,  no  exaggeration  to  state  the 
profits  at  twelve  per  cent.    The  enormous  usury,  which 
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people  in  trade  have  been  induced  tojiay,  and  wbieh  will 
presently  be  noticed,  demonstrates  tbat  the  profits  made 
by  the  otlier  professions,  are  equal  to  those  of  the  hus- 
bandman. 

.  The  iBslancey  therefore^  taken  froni  th^t  which   is 
the  most  numerous  class  of  citizens,  will  form   no  im- 
proper standard  for  the  whole.     Let  it  theii  be  farther 
supposed  in   the  case   already  stated,  that  the  party 
should  annually  borrow  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  at  six 
.per  cent,  to  pay. part  of  the  tax  of  fifteen  4)ounds^     On 
this  sum  then  he  would  make  a  profit  of  twentyfour 
shillings,  aiid  have  to  pay  an  interest  of  twelve  shil- 
fliggs.     The  enclosed  calculation  will  show,  that  in  ten 
yesrs  he  would  be  indebted  one  hundred   pounds,   but 
his  additional  improvements  would  be  worth  near  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  his  net  revenue  be  increased 
near  twelve,  after  deducting  the   interest  of  his  debt. 
Whereas  if  he  had  not  borrowed,  his  revenue,  as  has 
been    already   observed,    would    hav^.   continued  the 
same.     This  mode  of  reasoning  might  be  pursued  far- 
ther, but  what  has  been  said  is  sufficient  tp  show,  that 
he  would  have   made  a  considerable  advantage  frpm 
the  yearly  loan.     If  it  be  supposed,  that  every  personr 
in  the  community  made  such  a  loan,  «  similar,  advan- 
tage would  arise  to  the  community.     And  lastly,  if  it  \ 
be  supposed,  that  the.  government  were  to  make  a  loan 
and  ask  90   much  1-ess  in   taxes,  the  same  advantage 
would  be  derived.     Hence,  also,  may  be  deduced  this 
position,  that  in  a  society  where  the, average  profits  of 
stock  ai'e  double  the  interest  at  which   money  can  be 
obtained.,  every  public  loan  fpr  necessary  expenditures, 
provides  a  fund  in  the  i^ggregate  of  national   weajth 
equal  to  the  dischavge  of  its  own  interest. 

) 
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Were  it  possible  that  a  society  should  exist,  in 
which  every  member  would  of  his  own  accord  indus- 
triously pursue  the  increase  of  national  property, 
without  waste  or  extravagance,  the  public  wealth 
would  be  impaired  by  every  species  of  taxation.  But 
there  never  was,  and  unless  human  nature  should 
change,  there  never  will  be  such  a  society.  In  arty 
given  number  of  men,  there  always  will  be  some  who 
are  idle,  and  some  who  are  extravagant.  In  every 
society  also''  there  must  be  som^  taxe^,  because  the  ne- 
cessity of  supporting  government  and  defending  the 
State  always  exists.  To  do  these  on  the  cheapest 
terms  is  wise,  and  when  it  is  considered  how  much 
men  are  disposed  to  indolence  and  profusion  Jt  will 
appear,  that  even  if  those  demands  did  not  require  the 
whole  of  what  could  be  raised,  still  it  would  be  wise 
to  carry  taxation  to  a  certain  amount,  and  expend  what 
should  remain  after  providing  for  the  support  of  gov- 
ernment and  tbe  national  defence,  in  works  of  public 
utility,  such  as  the  opening  of  roads  and  navigation. 
For  laxe*  operate  two  ways  towards  the  increase  of 
national  wealth.  First,  they  stimulate  industry  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  payment.  Secondly,  they  encour- 
age economy,  so  far  as  to  avoid  the  purchase  of'  unne- 
cessary things^  and  keep  money  in  readiness  for  the 
tax  gatherers.  Experience  shows,  that  those  exertions 
of  industry  and  economy  grow  by  degrees  into  habit. 
But  in  order  that  taxation  may  have  these  good  effects, 
'  the  isum  which  every  man  is  to  pay  and  the  period  of 
paymertt,  should  be  certain  and  unavoidable. 

This  digression  opens   the  way  to  a  comparison 
between  foreign  and  domestic  loans.     If  the  loan  be 
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doznesUc^  money  must  be  diverted -from  those,  chan* 
nels  in  which  it   would  otherwise  have  flowed  ;  and^ 
therefore,  either  the  public  must  giv.e  better  terms 
than  individuals,  or  there  must  bo  money  enough  .to 
supply  the  wants  of  both.     In  the   latter  case,  if  the 
public  did  not  borrow,  the  quantity  of  money  would 
exceed  the  demand,  and  the  interest  would  Le  lowered  ; 
borrowing  by  the  public,  therefore,  would. .keep  up  the 
rate  of  interest;  which  brings  the  latter  case  within  the 
reason  of  the  former.     If  the  public  out  Ifid  individu- 
als, those   individuals   are  deprived  of  the  means  of 
extending  their  industry  ;  so  that  no  case  of  a  domestic 
loan  can  well  be  supposed  where  some  public  loss  will 
not  arise  to    counterbalance    the  public  gain,  except 
where  the  creditor  spares  fnom  his  consumpti#n  t«blend 
to  the  government,  which  operates  a  national  economy. 
It  is,*howeverj  an  advantage  peculiar  to  domestic  loans, 
that  they  give  stability  to  goverpment,  by  combining 
together  the  interests  of  the  monied  men  for  it%  sup- 
port; and,  consequently,  in  this  country   a  domestic 
debt    would  greatly  contribute  to  that  unt«n,  w^ich 
seems  not  to  have    been  sufiScientlv  attended   to    or 
provided   for  in  forming  the  national   compact.     Do- 
mestip  loans  are  also  useful ,-^om  the  farther  consider- 
ation, that  as  taxes  fall  heavy  on  the  lov^'er  orders  of 
the  community,  the  relief  obtained  for  them   by  such 
loans  more  than  counterbalances  the   loss  sustained  by 
those  who  would  have  borrowed  money  to  extend  their 
commerce  or  tillage.     Neither  is  it  a  refinement  to 
observe,  that  since  a  plenty  of  money  and   consequent 
ease  of  obtaining  it,  induce  men  to  engage  in  specula- 
tions, which  are  often  unprofitable,  the  check  which 
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these  receive  is  not  injurious^  while  the  relief  obtained 
by  thfe  poor  is  hrghlj  beneficial. 

.By  making  foreign  loans,  the  community,  as  sueb, 
receive  the  same  extensive  benefits,  which  one  indi- 
vidual does  in  borrowing  of  another.  This  country 
was  always  in  the  practice  of  rhaking  such  loans.  The 
.  merchants  in  Europe  trusted  those  in  America.  The 
American  merchants  trusted  the  country  store-keepers,' 
and  they  the  people  at  large.  This  advance  of  credit 
may  be  stated  at  not  less  than  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. And  the  want  of  that  credit  now  is  one  princi- 
pal reason^  of  those  usurious  contracts  mentioned  above. 
These  have  been  checked  by  the  institution  of  the 
bank,  but  the  funds  of  that  corporation  not  permitting 
tho«  extensive  advances,  ^hich  the  views  of  difierent 
people  require,  the  price  given  for  particulalt'  accom- 
modations of  money  continues  to  be  enorrfious ;  ami 
that  agarn  shows,  that  to  make  domestic  loans  would 
be  difficult,  if  not  impracticable.  The  merchants  not 
'havirtg  now  that  extensive  credit  in  Europe,  which 
th«y  fortherly  had,  the  obtaining  such  credit  by  gov- 
ernment becomes  in  some  sort  necessary. 

But  there  remains  an  objection  with  many  against 
foreign  loans,  which  (though  it  arises  from  a  superfi- 
cial view  of  the  subject)  has  no  little  influence.  This 
is,  that  the  interest  will  form  a  balance  of  trade  against 
us,  and  drain  the  country  of  specie ;  which  is  only  say- 
ing in  other  words,  that  it  would  be  more  convenient, 
to  receive  money  as  a  present,  than  as  a  loan ;  for  the 
advantages  derived  by  the  loan  exist,  notwithstanding 
the  payment  of  interest.  To  show  this  more  clearly, 
a  case  may     be  stated,  which  in    this   city   is   very 
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famtllar.  An  Island  in  the  Delaware  orerflowed  at 
high  water  has  for  a  given  sum,  suppose  a  thousand 
pounds,  been  banked  in,  drained,  and  made  to  pro- 
duce, by  the  hay  sold  from  it  at  Philadelphia,  a  con- 
siderable sum  annually  ;  l^pr  instance,  two  hundred 
pounds.  If  the  owner  of  such  an  Island  had  borrowed 
in  Philadelphia  the  thousand  pounds  to  improve  it, 
and  given  six  per  cent  interest,  he  would  have  gained 
a  net  revenue  of  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds.  This 
certainly  would  not  be  a  balance  of  trade  against  his 
Island,  nor  the  draining  it  of  specie.  He  would' gain 
considerably,  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia  also  would 
gain,'  by  bringing  to  market  an  increased  quantity  of  a 
necessary  article. 

In  like'  manner  money  lent  by  the  city  of  Amsterdam  tp 
dear  the  forests  of  America  wbnid  h€  beneficial  to  both. 
Draining  marshes  and  bringing  forests  under  culture,  are 
beneficial  to  the  whole  human  race,  but  most  to  the  pro- 
prietor. But  at  any  rate,  in  a  country  and  in  a  i»tuation 
like  ours,  to  lighten  the  weight  of  present  burdens  must  be 
good  policy  by  loans.  For  as  the  governments  acquire 
more  stability,  and  Uie  people  more  wealth,  the  former  will 
be  able  to  raise,  and  the  latter  to  pay,  much  greater  sunis 
than  can  at  present  be  expected. 

What  has  been  said  on  the  general  nature  and  benefit  of 
public  loans,  as  well  as  their  particular  utility  to  this  coun-* 
try,  contains  more  of  detail  than  is  necessary  for  the  United 
States  in  Congress,  though  perhaps  not  enough  for  many 
of  those  to  whose  consideration  this  subject  must  be  sub- 
mitted. It  may  seem  superfluous  to  add,  that  credit  is 
necessary  to  the  obtaining  of  Idans.  •*  But  among  the  many 
extraordinary  conceptions  which  have  been  produced  dur- 
voL.  XII.  28 
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ing  the  present  revolution,  it  is  neither  the  least  pre?«lent 
nor  the  least  pernicious,  that  foreigners  will  trust  us  with 
millions,  while  our  own  citizens  .will  not  trust  us  with  a 
shilling.  Such  an  opinion  must  be  unfounded,  and  will 
appear  to  be  false  at  the  first  glance ;  yet  men  are,  on 
some  occasions,  so  willing  to  deceive  themselves,  that  the 
most  flattering  expectations  will  be  formed  from  the  ac- 
knowledgement of  American  independence  by  the  States- 
General.  But  surely  no  reasonable  hope  can  be  raised  on 
that  circumstance,  unless  something  more  be  done  by  our- 
selves. The  loans  made  to  us  hitherto,  have  either  been 
by  the  Court  of  France,  or  on  their  credit.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Netherlands  are  so  far  from  being  able 
to  lend,  that  they  must  borrow  for  themselves.  The  most, 
therefore,  that  can  be  asked  from  them,  is  to  hecome  se- 
curity for  America  to  their  own  subjects  ;  but  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  they  will  do  this,  until  they  are  assured  and 
convinced  that  we  will  punctually  pay.  -  This  follows  ne- 
cessarily from  the  nature  of  their  government,  and  must  be 
clearly  seen  by  the  several  States  as  well  as  by  Congress, 
if  they  only  consider  what  conduct  they  would  pursue  on  a 
similar  occasion.  Certainly  Congress  would  not  put  them- 
selves in  a  situation,  which  might  oblige  them  to  call  on 
the  several  States  for  money  to  pay  the  debts  of  a  foreiga 
power.  Since  then  no  aid  is  to  be  looked  for  from  the 
Dutch  government,  without  giving  them  sufficient  evidence 
of  a  disposition  and  ability  to  pay  both  principal  and  in- 
terest of  what  we  borrow ;  and  since  the  same  evidence 
which  would  donvince  the  government  must  convince  the 
individuals  that  compose  5t,  asking  the  aid  of  government 
must  either  be  unnecepniry  or  ineffectuaU  Ineffectual  be- 
fore the  measures  are  taken  tQ  establish  our  credit,  and 
unnecessary  afterwards. 
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We  are,  therefore,  brought  back  to  the  necessity  of 
establishing  public  credit ;  and  this  must  be  done  at  home 
before  it  can  be  extended  abroad.  The  only  question 
which  can  remain,  is  with  respect  to  the  means.  And 
here  it  must  be  remembered,  that  a  free  govei^pment  whose 
natural  offspring  is  public  credit,  cannot  have  sustained  a 
loss  of  that  credit,  imless  from  particular  causes,  and  there- 
fore those  causes  must  be  investigated  and  removed,  before 
the  effects  will  cease.  When  the  continental  money  was 
issued,  a  greater  confidence  was  shown  by  America  than 
any  other  people  ever  exhibited.  The  general  promise  of 
a  body  not  formed  into,  nor  claiming  to  be  a  government, 
was  accepted  as  current  coin ;  and  it  was  not  until  long 
after  an  excess  of  quantity  had  forced  on  depreciation,  that 
the  validity  of  these  promises  was  questioned.  Even  then 
the  public  credit  still  existed  in  a  degree,  nor  was  it  finally 
lost  until  March,  1780,  when  an  idea  was  entertained  that 
government  had  committed  injustice.  It  is  useless  to  enter 
into  the  reasons  for  and  against  the  resolutions  of  that  pe- 
riod. They  were  adopted,  and  are  now  to  be  considered 
only  in  relation  to  their  effects.  These  will  not  be  altered 
by  saying  that  the  resolutions  were  misunderstood,  for  in 
those  things  which  depend  on  public  opinion,  it  is  no  mat- 
ter, (so  far  as  consequences  are  concerned,)  Ww  that  opin- 
ion is  influenced.  Under  present  circumstances,  dierefore, 
it  may  be  considered  as  an  incontrovertible  proposition, 
that  all  paper  money  ought  to  be  absq^bed  by  taxation,  or 
otherwise,  and  destroyed  before  we  can  expect  our  public 
credit  to  be  fully  reestablished ;  for  so  long  as  there  be 
any  in  existence,  the  holder  will  view  it  as  a  monument  of 
national  perfidy. 

• 

But  this  alone  would  be  taking  only  a  small  step  in  the 
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important  business  of  establishing  national  credit.  There 
are  a  great  many  individuals  io  the  United  States,  who 
trusted  the  public  in  the  hour  of  distress,  and  who  are  im-* 
poverished,  and  even  ruined  by  the  confidence  they  re- 
posed. There  are  others  whose  property  has  been 
wrested  from  them  by  force  to  support  the  war,  and  to 
whom  certificates  have  been  given  in  lieu  of  it,  which  are 
entirely  useless.  I  need  no  inspiration  to  show  that  jus>- 
tic9  establishes  a  nation.  Neither  are  the  principles  of 
religion  necessary  to  evince  that  political  injustice  will  re- 
ceive political  chastisement.  Religious  men  will  cherish 
these  maxims  in  proportion  to  the  additional  force  they  de- 
rive from  divine  revelation.  But  our  own  experience  will 
show,  that  from  a  defect  of  justice  this  nation  is  not  estab- 
lished, and  that  her  want  of  honesty  is  severely  punished 
by  her  want  of  credit.  To  this  want  of  credit  must  be  at- 
tributed the  weight  of  ta^cation  for  the  support  of  the  war, 
and  the  continuance  of  tba*  weight  by  the  continuance  of 
the  war. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  tlie  greatest  propriety,  your  peti- 
tioners already  mentioned,  have  stated  in  their  Memorial, 
that  both  policy  and  justice  require  a  solid  provision  for 
funding  the  public  debts.  It  is  with  pleasure.  Sir,  that  I 
see  this  numerous,  meritorious,  and  oppressed  body  of 
men,  who  are  creditors  of  the  public,  beginning  to  exert 
themselves  for  the  obtaining  of  justice.  I  hope  they  may 
succeed,  not  only  because  I  wish  well  to  so  righteous  a 
pursuit,  but  because  their  success  will  be  the  great  ground 
work  of  a  credit,  that  will  carry  us  safely  through  the 
present  just,  important,  and  necessary  war ;  which  will 
combine  us  closely  together  on  the  conclusion  of  a  peac^, 
which  wHl  always  give  to  the  supreme  representative  of 
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America!  a  means  of  acting  for  the  general  defence  on 
sudden  emergencies,  and  .which  will  of  consequence  pro- 
cure the  third  of  these  great  objects,  for  which  we  contend, 
peace,  liberty^  and  scfety. 

Such,  Sir,  are  the  cogent  principles,  by  which  we  are 
called  to  provide  solid  funds  for  the  national  debt.  Already 
Congress  have  adopted  a  plan  for  liquidating  all  past  ac- 
counts, and  if  the  States  shall  make  the  necessary  grants 
of  revenue,  what  remains  will  be  a  simple  executive  ope- 
ration, which  will  presently  be  explained.     But  however 
powerful  the  reasons  in  favor  of  such  grants,  over  and 
above  those  principles  of  moral  justice,  which  none,  how- 
ever exalted,  can  part  from  whh  impunity,  still  there  ar^ 
men,  who,  influenced  by  penurious  selfishness,  wiir  com- 
plain of  the  expense,  and  who  will  assert  the  impossibiiity 
of  sustaining  it.      On   this  occasion  the  sensations  with 
respect  to  borrowing  are  reversed.     All  would  be  content 
to  relieve  themselves  by  loan  from  the  weight  of  taxes, 
but  many  are  unwilling  to  take  up  as  they  ought  the  weight 
of  debt.      Yet  this  must  be  done  before  the  other  can 
happen  ;  and  it  is  not  so  great  but  that  we  should  find  im- 
*  mediate  relief  by  assuming  it,  even  if  it  were  a  foreign 
debt.     I  say  if  it  were  a  foreign  debt,  because  I  shall 
attempt  to  show,  first,  that  being  a  domestic  debt^  to  fund 
it  will  cost  the  community  nothing,  and  secondly,  that  it 
will  produce,  on  the  contrary,  a  considerable  advantage* 

And  as  to  the  first  point,  one  observation  will  suffice. 
The  expenditure  has  been  made,  and  a  part  of  the  com- 
munity have  fostained  it.  If  the  debt  were  to  be  paid  by 
a  single  effort  of  taxation,  it  could  only  create  a  transfer  of 
property  from  one  individual  to  another,  and  the  aggregate 
wealth  of  the  whole  community  would  be  precisely  the 
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same.  But  since  nothing  more  is  attempted  than  merely 
to  fund  the  debt,  by  providing  for  the  interest  at  six  per 
cent,  the  question  of  ability  is  resolved  to  the  single  point, 
whether  it  is  easier  torn  part  of  ike  people  to  pay  one 
hundred  dollars,  than  for  the  whole  people  to  pay  six  dol- 
lars. It  is  equally  clear,  though  not  equally  evident,  that 
a  considerable  advantage  would  be  produced  by  funding 
our  debts,  over  and  above  what  has  been/  already  men- 
tioned as  the  consequence  of  national  credit. 

The  advantage  is  threefold.  First,  many  persons  by 
being  creditors  of  the  public  are  deprived  of  those  funds, 
which  are  necessary  to  the  full  exercise  of  their  skill  and 
industry.  Consequently  the  community  are  deprived  of 
the  benefits,  which  would  result  from  that  exercise, 
whereas  if  these  debts,  which  are  in  a  manner  dead, 
were  brought  back  to  existence,  monied  men  would  pur- 
chase them  up,  tliot^h  perhaps  at  a  considerable  discount, 
and  thereby  restore  to  the  public  many  useful  members, 
who  are  now  entirely  lost,  and  extend  the  operations  of 
many  more  to  considerable  advantage.  For  although  not 
one  additional  shilling  would  be  by  this  means  brought  in, 
yet  by  distributing  property  into^hose  hands,  which  could' 
render  it  most  productive,  the  revenues  would  be  increased, 
while  the  original  stock  continued  the  same.  Secondly, 
many  foreigners  who  linake  speculations  to  this  country, 
would,  instead  of  ordering  back  remittances,  direct  much 
of  the  proceeds  of  their  cargoes  to  be  invested  in  our 
public  funds,  which,  according  to  principles  already  estab- 
lished, would  produce  a  clear  advantage,  with  the  addition, 
from  peculiar  circumstances,  that  it  would  supply  the  want 
of  credit  to  the  mercantile  part  of  society.  The  last  but 
itot  least  advantage  is,  that  in  restoring  ease,  harmony,  and 
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confideiiges  w>t  only  the  gov6i:omwt  (bc»Dg  more  respect- 
able) would  be  more  respected,  and  coosequeDlly  better 
obeyed,  but  the  mutual  dealiogs  among  men  on  private 
credit  would  be  facilitated*  Tbe  horrors  which  agitate 
people's  minds,  from  aa  approhensioD  of  depreciating  paper 
would  be  done  away.  The  secret  hoards  would  be  un- 
locked. In  the  same  moment  tbe  necessity  of  money 
would  be  lessened)  and  the  qu^atity  increased.  By  these 
means  tbe  collection  of  taxes  would  be  facilitated,  and 
thus  instead  of  being  obliged  to  give  valuable  produce  for 
useless  minerals,  that  produce  would  purchase  the  thing» 
we  stand  in  need  of,  and  we  should  obtain  a  suffieient  cir- 
culating medium,  by  giving  the  people  what  they  have 
always  a  right  to  demand,  solid  assurance  in.  the  integrity 
of  their  rulers. .  «  . 

.  The  next  corndderation,  which  offets  is  the  amount  of 
public  debt,  and  every  good  Ametrican  must  lament  that 
confusion  in  public  afiairs,  which  renders  an  accurate  state 
of  it  unattainable.  But  it  must  continue  to  be  so  until  ac- 
counts at  home  ami  abroad  be  fully  adjusted.  The  en- 
closed  is  an  estimate,  furnished  by  the  Controller  of  the 
Treasury  ;  from  which  it  appears,  Uiat  there  is  already  an 
acknowledged  debt  bearing  interest,  to  the  amount  of  more 
tbaa  twelve  jmiUiQus.  of  dollars.  On  a  part  of  this  also 
there  is  a  large: arrearage  of  interest,  and  there  is. a  very  |i 

considerable  debt  unsettled,  the  evidence  of  which  exists  i 

in,  various  certificates,  given  for  property  applied  to  the  i^ 

public  service.    This  service,  including  pay  due  to  the  ;> 

armgr  previous  to, the  present  year,  cannot  be  estimated  at  j 

less. than  between  seven  and  eight  millions*    Our  debt  to  ! 

his  Most  ChrisUan  Majesty,  i^.  above  five  millions.    Tbe  . 

nearest  guess,  therefore,  which  can  be  9»ade  at  the  sum  j 
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tcta),  is  from  tvren^ve  to  twentyseven  millidns  of  doiiars ; 
and  if  to  this  we  add  wbatit  may  be  necessary  to  borrow 
for  the  year  1783,  ^  «mouDt  wHl  be,  wttb  interest,  by  the 
ttme  proper  revenues  are  obtained,  considerably  above 
thirty  millions.  Of  coorse  the  interest  will  be  between 
eighteen  hundred  thousand  and  two  mSiions  of  dollars. 

And  bore,  previous  to  the  consideration  of  proper  rev- 
esoes  foT/thalf  amount,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  make  a  few 
general  observations ;  the  first  of  which  is,  that  it  would  be 
injurious  to  the  United  States  to  obtain  money  hi  loans, 
without  providing  beforehand  the  necessary  funds.  For  if 
those  who  are  now  so  deeply  engaged  to  support  war,  will 
not  grant  such  ftmds  to  procure  immediate  refief,  cettainty 
those  who  corare  after  them  will  not  do  it  to  pay  a  former 
debt.  Remote  objects,  dependent  on  abstract'  reasoning, 
never  influence  the  mind  Kke  immediate  sensibility.  It  is, 
therefore,  the  province  of  wisdom  to  direct  towards  proper 
objects  that  sensibility,  which  is  the  only  motive  to  action 
among  the  mass  of  mankind.  Should  we  be  able  to  get 
money  from  the  Dutch,  without  first  providing  funds,  wbiefa 
is  m6re  than  doubtful;  and  should  the  several  States 
neglect  afterwards  making  provision  to  perform  the  en* 
gagements  of  Congress,  which  is  more  than  probable,  the 
credit  of  the  United  States  abroad  wouM  be  ruined 
forever.  Very  serious  discussions  also  might  be  raised 
among  foreign  powers,  and  our  creditors  might  have  re- 
course to  arms,  We  might  dishomM^ably  be  compelled  to 
do  what  disbooestly  we  bad  left  undone. 

.  Secondly,  the  idea,  whieh  inaDiy  entertain,  of  solicHng 
foens-  abroad  to  pay  the  ioferest  of  domestic  debts,  is  preg** 
nant  with  its  own  destruction.  If  the  States  were  to  graM 
revenue^  suffieieiK  only  to  pay  the    interest  of  present 
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debtS)  we  might,  perhaps,  obtain  new  credit  upon  a  general 
opinion  of  our  justice,  though  that  is  far  from  certain. 
But  when  we  omit  paying  by  taxes  the  interest  of  debts 
already  contracted,  aifid  ask  to  borrow  for  the  purpo^, 
making  the  same  promises  to  obtain  the  ^new  loans,  which 
had  already  been  made  to  obtain  tiie  old,  we  shall  surely 
be -disappointed. 

Thirdly,  it  will  he  necessary,  not  only  that  reve- 
ouesbe  granted,  but  that  those  revenues  be  amply  suf*  • 

ficient  for  the  purpose,  because  (as  will  presently  ap- 
pear) a  deficiency  would  be  highly  pernicious,  whie 
an  excess  would  be  not  only  unprejudicial,  but  very 
advantageous.  To  perceive  this  with  all  necessary 
clearness,  it  must  be  remembered  that  tbe  revenues 
asked  for  on  this  occasion  must  be  appropriated  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  asked,  and  in  like  man- 
ner the  sums  required  for  current  expenditures  must 
be  appropriated  to  the  current  service*  If  then  the 
former  be  deficient  the  latter  cannot  be  brought  in  to 
supply  the  deficiencies,  and  of  course  the  public  credit 
would  be  impaired  ;  but  should  there  be  an  excess  of 
revenue  it  could  be  applied  in  payment  of  a  part  of 
the  debt  immediately,  and  in  such  c«ise,  if  the  credits  < 

should  have  depreciated  they  would  be  raised  to  par,  ^ 

the  ofier  of  payment  would  induce  creditors  to  lower 
the  interest.  Thus  in  either  case,  the  means  of  mak- 
ing new  loans  on  good  terms  would  be  extended,  and 
the  necessity  of  asking  more  revenues  obviated. 

Lastly,  the  revenues  ought  to  be  of  such  a  nature, 
as  naturally  and  necessarily  to  increase,  for  creditors 
will  have  a  greater  confidence  when  they  have  a  clear  ] 

prospect  of  being  repaid,  and  the  people   will  always  | 
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be  desirous  to  see  a  like  prospect  of  relief  from  the 
taxes.  Besides  which,  it  will  be  necessary  to  incur 
some  considerable  expense  after  the  war,  in  making 
necessary  ectablishments  for  a  permanent  naval  force, 
and  it  will  always  be  least  objectionable  to4)orrow  for 
that  purpose  on  funds  already  established. 

The  requisition  of  a  five  per  cent  impost,  made  on 
the  Sd  of  February,  1781,  has  not  yet  been  complied 
with  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  ;  but  as  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  their  compliance  is  not  far  off, 
tkis  revenue  may  be  considered  as  being  already 
granted.  It  will,  however,  be  very  inadequate  to  the 
purposes  intended.  If  goods  be  imported  and  prizes 
introduced  to  the  amount  of  twelve  millions  annually, 
the  fite  per  cent  would  be  six  hundred  thousand,  from 
which  at  least  one  sixth  must  be  deducted,  as  well 
for  the  cost  of  collection  as  for  the  various  defal- 
cations which  will  necessarily  happen,  and  which, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  enumerate.  It  is  not  safe,  there- 
fore, to  estimate  this  revenue  at  more  than  half  a 
million  of  dollars,  for,  though  it  may  produce  more, 
yet  probably  it  will  not  produce  so  much.  It  was  in 
consequence  of  t-his^  that  on  the  27th  day  of  last  Feb- 
fttary^  I  took  the  liberty  to  submit  the  propriety  of 
asking  the  States  for  a  land  tax  of  one  doljar  for  every 
hundred  acres  of  land,  a  poll  tax  of  one  dollar  on  all 
freenricn  and  all  male  slaves  between  sixteen  and  sixty, 
(excepting  such  as  are  iti  the  federal  army,  and  such 
as  are  by  wounds  or  otherwise  rendered  unfit  for  ser- 
vice) and  an  excise  of  one  eighth  of  a  dollar  per  gal- 
lon, on  all  distilled  spirituous  liquors.  Ea(rfi  of  these 
may  be  estimated  at  half  a   milHan,  and  should    the 
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product  be  eqlial  to  the  estimation,  the  siini  total  of 
revenues  for  funding  the  public  debts,  would  be  eq^ual 
to  two  miliions.  What  has  been  the  fate  of  these  pro- 
positions I  know  not,  but  I  will  beg  leave,  on  this 
occasipn,  not  only  to  renew  them,  but  also  to  state 
«ome  reasons  in  their  favor^  and  answer  some  objee- 
tions  against  them.  * 

And  first,  as  to  a  land  tax*  The  advantages  of  it 
are,  that  it  eau  be  reduced  to  a  certainty  as  to  the 
amount  and  timfe.  That  no  Gxtraordinaiy  means  ari^ 
necessary  rto  ascertain  it,  and  that  land  being  the  ulti- 
mate object  of  human  avarice,  and  that  species  of  per* 
manent  property,  which  peculiarly  belongs  to  a 
Qountry  ^s  neither  to  be  removed  or  concealed,  it 
stands  foremost  for  the  object  of  taxation,  an^  ought 
most  particularly  to  be  burdened  with  those  debts; 
vtrhich  have  been  incurred  by  defending  the^'reedona  ^. 

of  its  inhabitants*     But  besides  these  general   reasons,  i 

there  are  some  which  are  in>'a  manner  peculiar  to   this  ] 

country.  The  land  of  America  naay,  as  lo  the  propri* 
etors  be  divided  into  two  kinds;  that  which  belongs  to  .^ 

the  great  landholders,  and  that  which  is  oivncd  and  oc- 
cupied ky  the  industrious  cultivators.     This  latter  class  j 
of  citizens,  is,  generally  speaking,  the  most  numerous.                   ^ 
and  ^^i  valuable  part  of  a  community.     The  artisan                   j' 
may,  under  any  government,  miotstcr  to  the  luxuries 
of  the  rich,  and  the  rich  may,  under  any  government, 
obtain  the  luxuries  they  covets     But  the  free  husband-  f 
man  is  the  natural  giuirdian  of  his  country's  freedom* 
A  laml  tax  wiU  probably,  at  the  first  mention,  startle 
this*  order  ifS  mien  ;  bu4  it  can  only  be  from   the  want                   | 
of  rcAeeiiofi,  Ptrthe  delusion  must  be  kept  up  by  the 
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artifice  of  oihers.  To  him  who  cultivates  from  one  to 
five  hundred  acres,  a  dollar  per  hundred  is  a  trifling 
object,  but  to  him  who  owns  a  hundred  thousaad  it  is 
important.  Yet  a  large  proportion  of  America  is  the 
property  of  great  landholders,  they  monopolise  it 
without  cultivation  ;  they  are,  for  the  most  part,  at  no 
expense  either  of  money  or  personal  service  to  defend 
it,  and  keeping  the  price  higher  by  monopoly  than 
otherwise  it  wpuld  be,  they  impede  the  settlement  and 
|alture  of  the  country.  A  land  tax,  therefore,  would 
have  the  salutary  operation  of  an  agrarian  law  without 
the  iniquity.  •  It  would  relieve  the  indigent,  and  ag- 
grandize the  State  by  bringing  property  into  the  hands 
of  those  who  would  use  it  for  the  benefit  of  society* 
'  The  objections  against  such  a  tax,  are  twofold  ;  first, 
that  it  is  unequal,  and  secondly)  that  it  is  high.  To 
obviate  the  inequality,  some  have  proposed  an  estimate 
of  the  valde  of  difierent  kinds  of  lands.  But  this 
would  be  improper  ;  because,  first,  it  would  be  attended 
with  great  delay,  expense,  and  inconvenience.  Sec* 
ondly,  it  would  be  uncertain,  and  therefore  improper, 
particularly  when  considered  as  a  fund  for  public 
debts.  Thirdly,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe,  that 
any  estimate  would  be  just,  and  even  if  it  were,  it 
must  be  annually  varied,  or  else  come  within  the  force 
of  th6  objection  as  strongly  as  ever ;  the  former  would 
cost  more  than  the  tax,  and  the  latter  would  not  aflbrd 
the  remedy  asked  for.  Lastly,  such  valuations  would 
operate  as  a  tax  upon  industry,  and  promote  that  land 
monopoly,  which  every  wjse  government  will  study 
to  repress.  But  further,  the  true  remedy  for  any  ine* 
quality   will   be  obtained  in  the  apportioning  other 
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ttfxesy  of  which  there  will  always  be  enough  to  equal- 
ize this ;  besides,  the  tax  being  permanent  and  fixed, 
it  is  eonsidered  in  the  price  of  land  on  every  transfer 
of  propetty,  and  that  produces  a  degree  of  equalityi 
which  no  valuation  coul4  possibly  arrive  at. 

In  a  word,  if  exact  nuniericai  proportion  be  sought 
after  in  taxes,  there  would  be  no  end  to  th#  search. 
Not  only  might  a  poll  tax  be  objected  to,  as  too  heavy 
on  the  poor  and  too  light  on  the  rich,  but  when  that 
objection  was  obviated  the  physical  difieregces  in  the 
human  frame  would  alone  be  as  endless  a  source  t>f 
contention,  as  the,  different  qualities  of  land.  The 
second  objection,  t-hat  the  tax  is  too  high,  is  equally 
filtile  with  the  former.  Land  which  is  so  little  worth, 
that  the  owner  will  not  pay  annually  one  penny  per 
acre  for  the  defence  of  it,  ought  to  belong  to  the 
society  by  whom  i\xe  expense  of  defending  k  is  de- 
frayed. But  the  truth  is,  that  this  objection  arises 
from  and  is  enforced  by  those  men  who  tSLU  very  well 
bear  the  expense,  but  who  wish  to  shift  it  from  them- 
selves to  others.  I  shall  close  thif  subject  by  adding, 
that  as  such  a  tax  would,  besides  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  object  of  it,  have  the  farther  advantage 
of  encoui*aging  settlements  and  population,  this  would 
redound  not  only  to  the  national  good,  but  even  to 
the  particular  good  of  the  landholders  themselves. 

With  respect  to  the  poll  tax,  there  are  mpny  objec- 
tions jigainst  it,  but  in  some  of  the  States  a  more  con- 
siderable poll  tax  already  exists  without  inconvenience. 
The  objections  are. principally  drawn  from  Europe,  by 
men  who  do  not  consider  that  a  difference  of  circum- 
stances  makes  a  material  difference  in  the  nature  of 
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political  operations*  In  some  parts  of  Europe,  whec^ 
nine  tenths  of  the  people  are  exhausted  by  continual 
labor,  to  procure  bad  clotliing  and  worse  food»  thi$ 
tax  would  be  extremely  oppressive;  but  in   America^ 

• 

where  three  days  of  labor  produce  sustenance  for 'a 
week,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  ask  two  days  out  of  a 
year  as  a  contribution  to  the  paynaent  of  public  debts. 
Such  a  tax  will,  on  the  rich,  be  next  to  nothing;  on 
the  middling  ranks  it  will  be  of  very  little  conse- 
quence ;  an|^  it  cannot. aSect  the  ftpoor,  because  such  of 
ti^m  as  are  unable  to  labor  will  fall  within  the  except 
tion  propbsc(^  In  fact  the  situation  of  America  differs 
so  widely  from  that  of  Europe  as  to  the  matter  now 
under  consideration,  that  hardly  any  maxim  which  a|^ 
plies  to  one  will  be  alike  appli^^abje  to  the  other. 
Labor  is  in  such  demand  among  us,  that  the  tax  will 
fall  on  tie  cansumer.  An  able  bodied  man  who  de^ 
mands  one.  hundred  dollars  to  go  into  military  service 
for  three  years,  cannot  be  oppressfkl  by  the  annual 
payment  of  one  dollar  while  not  in  that  service.  This 
tax,  also,  will  have  the  .s^ood  eSect  of  placing,  before 
the  eyes  of  Congress  the  numbers  of  men  in  the 
several  States;  an  inbrmatioa  always  i^iporianl  to 
government. 

The  excise  proposed  is  liable  lo  no  oilier  objection  (han 
what  may  be  made  against  the  mode  of  collection,  but  it  is 
conceded  that  tlus  may  be  such  i\s  can  produce  no  ill  con- 
sequences. Excise  taws  exist  and  have  long  existed  io 
ike  several  States.  Of  ull  taxes,  tliose  on  the  consump- 
tion of  arlidles  are  most  agreeable,  because  being  mingled 
wiUn  tlie  price,  ti>ey  are  less  scusibJe  to  the  people;  mid 
witl>out  $u9tefing  into  a  diseufislon  with  vviiich  speculative 
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mm  have  amtiseH  themselves,  on  the  adrantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  this  species  of  taxation,  it  may  he  boldly 
nffirmed,  that  no  iiiConvenience  can  arise  from  kying  a 
heavy  tax  on  the  use  of  ardent  spirits.  These  have  ahvays 
been  equally  prejudicial  to  (be  oonstittitioro  and  Riorals  of 
ibe  people.  The  tax  will  beameanst>f  compelling  vice 
to  support  the  causo  of  virtue,  and  like  the  poll  tax,  wiH 
dravir  from  tl>e  idle  and  dissolute,  that  contribution  to  the 
public  service  which  they  will  not  otherwise  make. 
'  Having  said  tbos  much  on  the  propriety  of  these  taxes, 
I  shall  pray  leave  to  assure  you  of  my  ready  acquiescence 
in  the  choice  of  any  others,^  which  may  be  more  agreeable 
to  the  United  States  in  Congress,  praying  them  neverthe- 
less to  consider,  that  as  the  situation  of  the  respective 
States  is  widely  different,  it  m\\  be  wise  to  adopt  a  variety 
of  taxes,  because  by  that  means  the  consent  of  all  will  be 
more  readily  obtained,  than  if  siich  are  chosen  as  will  fall 
heavy  only  on  particular  States. 

The  next;  object  is  the  collection,  which,  for  the.  most 
obvious  reasons  ought  to  be  by  authority  derived  from  the 
United  States.  The  collection  of  a  land  tax,  as  has  been 
above  observed,  will  be  very  isimpJe.  That  of  the  poll  may 
be  equally  so,  because  certificates  of  the  payment  may  an- 
nually be  issued  to  the  collectors,  and  they  be  bound  to 
return  the  certificates  or  the  OMney,  and  empowered  to 
compel  a  payment  by  every  man  not  possessed  of  a  cer- 
tificate. If  in  addhion  to  this,  those  \¥ho  travel  from  one 
State  to  another  be  obliged  to  take  out  and  pay  for  a  new 
certificate  in  each  State,  that  would  operate  a  useful  reg- 
ulation of  police ;  and  a  slight  distinction  between  those 
and  the  common  certificates  woidd  still  presi^rve  their 
ntiiity  in  numbering  the*  people. 
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It  is  not  necessaiy  to  dwell  on  the  mode  of  collectfng 

9 

these  branche3  of  revebue,  because  iu  reason,  a  deterroi- 
nation  on  the  propriety  of  the  taxes  should  precede  \u  I 
will  6nly  take  the  libei'ty  to  drop  one  idea  with  respect  to 
the  impost  already  required.  It  is  conceived  that  hiws 
should  be  so  formed,  as  to  leave  little  or  nothing  to  the  dis* 
cretion  of  those  by  wliom  they  are  executed ;  that  reve* 
oue  lawsy  in  particular,  should  be  guarded  in  this  respect 
from  odium ;  being,  as  they  are,  sufficiently  odious  in 
themselves;  and  therefore  it  would  have  been  weir  to 
have  stipulated  the  precise  sum  payable  on  difiereilt  spe«- 
cies  of  commodities.  The  objection  is,  that  the  list  to  be 
accurate  must  be  numerous.  But  as  this  accuracy  is  ne- 
cessary, the  description  ought  to  be  very  short  and  general, 
so  as  to  comprise  many  comnnodities  under  one  head  ;  and 
the  duty  ought  to  be  fixed  according  to  their  average 
value.  The  objection  ^against  this  regulation,  is,  that  the 
tax  on  fine  commodities  would  be  trivial,  and  on  coarse 
conHnodities  great.  This  indeed  is  true,  but  it  is  desirable 
for  two  reasons.  First,  that  coarse  and  bulky  commodi- 
ties could  not  be  smuggled  to  evade  the  heavy  duty  ;  and 
that  fine  commodities  would  not  be  smuggled  to  evade  the 
light  duty.  Secondly,  that  coarse  commodities,  generally 
speaking,  minister,  to  the  demands  of  necessity  or  coove- 
niefice,  and  fine  commodities  to  those  of  luxury.  The 
heavy  duty  on  the  former  would  operate  an  encourage- 
ment to  produce  them  at  home,  and  by  that  means  a  stop- 
page of  oar  commerce  in  time  of  war  would  be  most  fek 
by  the  wealthy,  who  have  always  the  most  abundant  means 
of  procuring  relief. 

I  shall  now.  Sir,  uke  the  liberty  to  suppose,  that  the 
revenues  I  have  mentioned,  or  some  others,  to  the  amooui 
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of  at'loast  %m>  miilioas  net  anoital  produce^  were  asked  for 
aod  obtained,  as  a  pledge  to  the  public  creditors,  to  coo*- 
tinue  until  the  priocipai  and  interest  of  the  debts  contracted  i 

or  tabe  contracted,  shall  t>e  finally  paid.  This  suj^posi* 
t»D  is  made,  that  I  may  have  an  c^sportunity,  thus  early,  to 
express  my  sentinl^qta  on  the  mode  of  appropfi|tion.  It 
would  be  as  foUows ;  any  one  of  the  revenne^  being  esti'^ 
mated^  a  loan  should  be  opened  on  the  credit  of  it,  by 
subscription  ta  a  certain  amount,  and  public  debts  of  a  par-* 
tieuhr  .description,  or  specie,  be  received  in  payment  of 
the  subsoripttons.  This  fu|ided  debt  should  be  transfei^a- 
hie  under  particular  forms,  calculated  for  the  prevention  of 
fraudident,  and  facilitating  of  honest  negotiations.  In  like 
manner  on  each  of  diese  revenues  should  subscriptions  be 
opened,  pi^oeeeding  by  degrees  so  as  to  prevent  any  sud- 
den revolutions  in  money  matters^  such  revolutions  being 
always  moreor  less  injurious. 

I  shouki  further  propose,  that  the  surplus  of  each  of 
these  revenuesk  (and  care  should  be  taken  that  there  would 
be  a  surplus,)  should  be  carried  to  a  sinking-  fund ;  on 
the  credit  of  which,  and  of  the  general  promises  of  gavem- 
ment,  new  loans  should  be  opened  when  necessary.  The 
interest  should  be  paid  hfdf  yearly,  which  would  be  conve- 
nient to  the  creditors  and  to  the  government,  as  well  as 
useful  to  the  people  at  kurge;  because  by  this,  means,  if 
four  diflbreat  loans  were  opened  at  different  times,  the  in- 
terest WQ^ld  be  payable  ei^bt  times  in  the  year;  and  thus 
the  money  would  be  paid  out  of  the  If  easury  as  fast  as  it 
came  in ;  which  wouM  require  four  officers  to  .manage  the 
bwneas,  keep  them  in  more  cone^at  and  r^olar  employ- 
ment,- dispense  the  interest  so  as  to  conunand  the  confi- 
dence .and  faciHtale  the  viewa of  tbecreditjors,  and  return 
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speedily  the  -weakh  obtained  by  taxes  into  the  common 
stock. 

I  know  it  wiU  be  objected,  that  such  a  mode  of  admttiis* 
tratbn  would  enable  speculators  to  perform  their  opera- 
tions. A  general  answer  to  this  would  be,  that  any  other 
mode  wQiiId  be  more  fa\rorable  to  then!.-  But  further,  I 
conceive,  first,  that  it  is  much  beneath  the  dignity  of  gov-^ 
ernment  to  i&termeddle  in  such  consideration.  Secondly, 
that  speculators  always  do  least  mischief  where  tbey  "are 
left  most  at  liberty.  Thirdly,  that  it  is  not  in  human  pru- 
dence to  counteract  their  operations  by  laws;  whereas,, 
when  left  alone,  tbey  invariably  counteract  each  other ; 
and  fourthly,  that  even  if  it  were  possible  to  prevent  speou* 
lation,  it  is  precisely  the  thing  which  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
vented ;  because  he  who  wants  money  to  commence,  pur- 
sue, or  extend  his  business,  is  Mnote  benefited  by  selling 
stock  of  any  kind,  even  at  a  considerable  discount,  than  he 
could  be  by  the  rise  of  it  at  a  future  period ;  every  man 
being  able  to  judge  better  of  his  own  business  and  situatkm 
than  the  government  can  for  hkn. 

So  much  would. not  perhaps  have  been  said  on  the  head 
of  this  objection,  if  it  d4d  not  naturally  lead  to  a  position, 
whi<^h  has  hitherto  been  ruinous,  and  might  prove  fatal. 
There  are  many  men,  and  some  of  them  honest  men, 
whose  zeal  against  speculation  leads  them  to  be  sometimes 
unmindful  not  only  of  sound  policy,  hue  even  of  moral 
justice.  It.  is  not  uncommon  to  hear,  that  dibse  who  have 
bought 'th^ public  debts  for  small  sums,  ought,  oiiiy  to  be 
paid  theilr  purchase  money.  The  reasons  given  are,  Ihat 
they  have  taken  advantage  of  the  distressed  creditor,  and 
shown  a  diffidence  in  d)e  public  failb«  As  to  the  firstj  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  in  grving  the  creditor  money 
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for  his  debt,' they  have  at  least  afforded  him  some  relief, 
which  be  could  not  obtain  elsewhere,  and  if  they  are  de- 
prived of  the  expected  benefit,  they  will  never  affi>rd  sach 
relief  again.  As  to  the  second,  those  who  buy  up  the 
public  debts,  show  at  least  as  much  confidence  in  the 
public  faith  as  those  who  sell  them.  But  aHowing,  for 
argument  sake,  that  they  have  exhibited  the  diffidence 
complained  of,  it  wOuid  certainly  be  wiser  to  remove  than 
to  justify  it.  The  one  mode  tends  to  create,  establish,  and 
secure  public  credit,  and  the  other  to  sap,  overturn,  and 
destr<^  it.  Policy, is,  therefore,  on  this,  as  I  believe  it  to 
be  on  every  other  occasion,  upon  the  same  side  of  the 
question  with  lionesty.  Honesty  tells  us,  that  the  duty  of 
the  public  to  pay,  is  like  the  same  duty  in  an  individual. 
Having  benefited  by  die  advances,  they  are  bound  to  re- 
place them  to  the  party,  or  to  his  representatives.  The 
debt  is  a  species  of  property,  and  whether  disposed  of  for 
the  whole  nominal  valu«,  or  the  half,  for  something,  or  for 
nothing,  is  totally  immaterial.  This  right  of  receiving  and 
tlie  duty  of  paying  must  always  continue  the  same.  In  a 
word,  that  government  which  can,  through  the  intervention 
of  its  Courts,  compel  payment  of  private  debts,  and  per- 
formance of  private  contracts,  on  principles  of  distributive 
justice,  but  refuses  to  be  guided  by  those  principles  as  to 
their  own  contracts,  merely  because  they  are  not  amen- 
able [to  human  laws,  shows  a  flagitious  contempt  of  moral 
obligations,  which  must  necessarily  weaken,  as  it  ought  to 
do,  their  authority  over  the  people. 

Beftve  I  conclude  this  long  letter,  it  would  be  unpardon- 
able not  to  mention  a  fund,  which  has  long  since  been  sug- 
gested, and  dwells  stiU  on  the  minds  of  many.  You 
doiibtless,  Sir,  anticipate  my  naming  of  what  are  called 
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tiie  back  lands.  The  question  as  to  the  property  of  those 
lands,  I  confess  myself  utterly  incompetent  to  decide,  and 
shall  not  for  that  reason  presume  to  enter  on  it.  Btit  it 
is  my  duty  tu  mention,  that  the  offer  of  a  pledge,  the  right 
of  which  is  contested,  would  ha\re  ill  consequences,  and 
couM  have  no  good  ones.  It  could  not  strengthen  our 
credit,  because  no  one  would  rely  on  such  a  pledge,  and 
the  recurrence  to  it  would  give  unfavorable  impressions  of 
our  political  sagacity.  But  admitting  that  the  right  of 
Con^ss  is  clear,  we  must  remember  also,  that  it  is  dis- 
puted by  some  considerable  members  of  the  confederacy. 
Dissentions  might  arise  from  hasty  decisions  on  this  sub- 
ject. And  a  government  torn  by  intestine  commotions,  is 
aocUkely  to  acquire  or  maintain  credit  at  home  or  abroad. 

I  am  not,  liowever,  the  less  clear  in  my  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  alike  useful  to  the^whde  nation,  and  to  those 
very  constituent  parts  of  it,.tl)at  the  entire  diisposkion  of 
tbose  lands  should  be  in  Congress.  Without  entering, 
therefore,  into  the  litigated  points,  I  ahi  induced  to  believie, 
and  for  that  reason  to  suggest,  the  proposing  this  matter 
to  the  -States  as  an  amicable  arrangements  I  hope  to  be 
pardoned  when  I  add,  that  considering  the  situation  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  it  might  be  proper  to  ask 
ibeir  consent  to  matters  of  the  clearest  ifight.  But  tfaiit 
supposing  the  right  to  be  doubtful,  urging  decision  in  the 
present  momeot,  might  iiave  a  harsh  and  ungenerous  ap- 
pearance. 

But  if  we  suppose  this  matter  to  be  arranged  ettber  in 
the  one  mode  or  in  the  other,  so  tliat  the  right  of  Ccmgrcss 
be  rendered  indisputaUe  (for  that  is  a  previoiis  point  of  in- 
dispensable necessity)  the  lemaining  question  wiil  be,  as  to 
the  appropriation  of  that  fund.     And  1  confess  it  does  not 
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afipear  to  nse,  tbat  the  benefits  resukiog  from  it  Bxe  sueh 
a$  many  are  led  to  believe.  When  tbe  imagination  is 
keated  m  purauit  of  an  otyeot,  It  is  generally  overrated* 
If  ibeae  lands  w«re  now  in  ihe  lutods  of  Congress,  and 
tbey  were  willing  to  mortgage  them  to  tbeir  present  cred- 
itors, unless  this  were  accompanied  with  a  due  pi^pvision  for 
tbe  interest,  it  would  bring  no  reJief.  If  these  lands  were 
10  be  sold  for  tbe  public  debts,  they  would  go  off  for 
almost  fiothing.  Those  who  want  nooney  could  not  affiird 
to  buy  land.  Their  certificaties  would  be  bought  up  fiir  a 
trifle.  Very  few  naonied  men  would  become  possessed  of 
them,  because  very  little  money  would  be  invested  in  so 
remote  a  specuktion.  The  small  number  of  purchasers 
would  easily  «ad  readily  combine ;  of  consequence  th^ 
would  acquire  the  lands  for  almc^t  nothing,  and  effectualfy^ 
defeat  the  intentions  of  gpv^nment ;  leaving  it  still  under 
tbe  necessiiy  of  making  further  provision,  a&er  having 
oeedlessly  squandered  an  immense  property. 

This  reasoning  is  not  new.  It  has  been  advanced  on 
similar  occasions  before,  and  the  experience,  which  all 
Ameriea  has  had  of  the  sales  of  confiscated  estates  and  tbe 
tike,  will  now  show  that  it  was  well  founded.  The  back 
lands  then  will  not  answer  our  purpose,  without  the  neces- 
sary revenues.  But  those  revenues  will  atone  produce 
the  desirpd  e^ct.  The  back  lands  may  afterwards  be 
formed  into  a  fund,  for  opening  new  loans  in  Europe  on  a 
tow  interest,  redeemabto  within  a  future  period,  (for  in- 
stanoe  twienty  years)  with  a  right  reserved  to  the  creditors 
of  tftktag  portions  of  those  lands  on  the  non-payment  of 
tbeir  debts,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time.  Two  modes 
yfoM  otbv  for  the  liquidation  of  those  debts.  First,  to 
render  payment  during  the  term  to  those  who  would  not 
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consent  to  alter  the  nature  of  the  debt;  which,  if  our  credit 
be  well  established,  would  place  it  on  the  general  footing 
of  national  faith.  And  secondly,  to  sell  portions  of  the 
land  (during  the  term)  sufficient  to  dischai^e  the  mortgage. 
I  persuade  myself,  that  the  consent  of  the  reluctant  might 
be  obtained,  and  that  this  fund  might  hereafter  be  con- 
verted to  useful  purposes.  But  I  hope  that  in  a  moment 
when  the  joint  effort  of  all  is  indispensable,  no  oauses  of 
altercation  may  be  mingled  unnecessarily  in  a  question  of 
such  infinite  magnitude  as  the  restoration  of  public  credit. 
Let  me  add,  Sir,  that  unless  the  money  of  foreigners  be 
brought  in  for  the  purpose,  sales  of  public  lands  would 
only  absorb  that  surplus  wealth,  which  might  have  been 
exhaled  by  taxes ;  so  that  in  fact  no  new  resource  is  pro- 
duced. And  that  while,  as  at  present,  the  demand  for 
money  is  so  great  as  to  raise  interest  to  five  per  cent  per 
mouth,  public  lands  mqst  sell  extremely  low,'  were  the  tide 
ever  so  clear.  What  then  can  be  expected,  when  the 
validity  of  that  title  is  one  object  of  the  wcr  ? 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &x:. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  30th,  1782. 

Sir, 
1  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  inspcclbn  of 
Congress,  estimates  for  the  semce  of  the  year  1783, 
^  amounting  in  the  whole  to  eleven  millions.  I  should  be 
strictly  justified  in  praying  a  requisition  of  the  United 
Slates  for  that  sum,  But  I  conceive  that  the  demands  made 
should  be  the  lowest  which  our  circumstances  will  possibly 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRfiSPONDENCE.  239 

admit  of^  I  ait»  persuaded,  that  if  the  United  States  in 
Congress  will  adopt  those  nieans  of  econemy,  whieb  are  in 
their  power,  we  noay  save  two  millions  $  and,  therefore,  on 
a  presumption  that  those  means  will  be  adopted,  I  sbaH 
ask  only  nine  millioos.  Congress  will  observe,  that  the 
estimates  of  the  Merine  Department  amount  to  two  millions 
and  a  half;  whereas  there  was  no  estimate  made  for  that 
service  in  the  last  year,  any  more  than  for  the  Civil  List. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  enemy  have  changed  their 
mode  of  warfare,  and  will  make  their  principal  exertions  in 
the  naval  line.  It  becomes  us,  therefore,  to  make  like 
eK^ons,  and  that  for  the  plainest  reasons. 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  efforts  to  obtam  a  large 
*army  have  for  many  years  proved  utterly  fruitless..    The 
'  only  efl^ct  of  those  effi)rts,  has  been  to  enhance  the  price 
of  sueh  men  as  were  obtained,  and  thereby  to  disable  the 
States,  who   exerted   themselves  to  raise  recruits,  from 
pouring. supplies  into  the  public  Treasulry.     Thus  we  have 
not  only  been  unable  to  get  more  4nen,  but  also  to  pay  and 
support  those  which  we  had  gotten.     Admitting,  however, 
^  that  the  required  number  were  obtained  and  properly  sup- 
ported  as  an   army,   these   things  are  clear  \  first,  that 
without  naval  aid  we  could  not  make  an  impression  on  the 
enemy's  posts*      SeQondly,  that  they  would  be  able  to 
harass  and  distress  us  in  every  quarter,  by  predatory  in- 
cursions.    Thirdly,  that  they  would  prevent  us  from  re- 
ceiving those  supplies,  which  are  necessary  alike  to  the 
operations  and  existence  of  an  army.     And,  fourthly,  that 
their  inroads  on  our  commerce  would  produce  such  dis- 
tress to  the  country,  as  to  make  our  revenues  utterly  un- 
productive, and  finally  bring  our  afiairs  to  destruction. 
Ao  army,  thereto,  without  a  navy  would  be  burden-^ 
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some,  without  being  able  to  give  essential  aid,  suppoeiiig 
the  enemy  to  havQ  obaoged  their  system  of  canying  on 
the  war.    But  if  we  hod  a  navy,  we  should  be  able,  firsC^ 
to  prevent  4be  enemy  from  making  predatory  incursions* 
Secondly,  we  should,  at  least,  keep  the  slups  they  have  on 
our  Goast^together,  wfaicfa  wonM  prevent  them  fromf  injur- 
ing our  cooimereey  or  obstructing  our  supplies.     Thirdly, 
if  they  kept  in  this  country  an  equal  or  superior  force,  we 
should  by  that  means  have  made  a  powerful  diversion  in 
favor  of  our  allies,  and  contributed  to  give  them  a  naval 
superiority  elsewhere.      Fourthly,  if  our  enemy  did  not! 
keep  an  equal  or  superior  force  in  this  country,  we  shooM 
be  able  by  cruising  to  protect  our  commerce,  annoy  theirs, 
atid  cut  off  the  supplies  directed  to  their  posts,  so  as  to* 
distress  their  finances  and  rdieve  our  own.     Fifthly,  by 
eeonomising  our  funds,  and  constructing  six  iriiips  anaually, 
we  should  advance  so  rapidly  to  maritime  importance,  that 
our  enemy  would  be  convinced,  not  onJy  of  the  imposii^ 
Uiity  of  subduing  us,  but  also  of  the  certainty  that  his 
forces  in  this  country  must  eventually  be  bst,  without 
being  able  to  produce  any   possible  advmtage.      And!, 
sixthly)  we  should,  in  thia.  mode,  recover  the  fidi  posses*- 
sion  of  our  country.  Without  the  expense  of  blood   or 
treasure,  which  must  attend  any  other  mode  of  qiera- 
tions ;  and  while  we  are  pursuing  those  steps^  which  lead 
to  the  possession  of  our  natural  sUrength  and  defence. 

I  trust,  Sir,  that  the  influence  of  these  considerations, 
will  not  only  lead  the  oouacib  of  America  to  adopt  die 
measures  necessary  for  estaUisfaiiig  a  navy,  but  that  by 
econonsising  as  much  as  possible,  we  may  be.8ble(iipom 
the  sums  now  to  be  asked  f&t)  to  do  niiore  in  that  line  than 
is  contained  in  the  esttmate ;   but  as  dris  must  depend  on 
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circumstances,  which  we  cannot  command,  so  ii  is  not 
prudent  or  ptoper  to  rely  6n  it.  •H<00iring  atr^y  statini 
the  lowest  necessary  i^m  at  nine  millions,  I  proceed, 
Sir,  to  propose  that  four  millions  be  borrowed,  which  will 
ri^diice  the  quotas  >to  five  millions.  J  make  this  propo* 
i^ition^  under  the  idea,  that  the  plans  contained  in  my  letter 
of  yesterday's  date  be  adopted.  The  quotas  then  being 
five  millions,  the  sum  total  of  what  will  be  taken  from  the 
people  will  amount  to  qnly  seven  millions;  and  of  that,  fun 
twelve  hundred  thousand  ,will  be  paid  back  as  the  interest 
of  oi|r  domestic^  debt,  so  as  not  to  be,  in  fact,  any  burden 
on  the  whole  people,  though  a  necessary  relief  to  a  con- 
siderable part. of  them.  On  this  plain  statement  i  shall 
make  no,  comment.  I  shall  only  pray,  that  as  much  ex- 
peditiQu.may  at^*nd  the  deliberations  on  these  objects  as 
the  importance  of  them  will  permit,  so  that  the  States  may 
be'  in  si  sltuatkm  to  mak'e  speedy  dvciwom.  And  tins  is 
the  more  necessary,  as  the  negotiations  for  a  loan  must  be 
opened  in  Europe  early  next  winter. 
I  ha^e .tfaebomr |o  b»f  &e. 

RfOBBRT  MORRIS.* 

^j^guai  l#e.  T^iA  day  majny .  people,  exp^t^d  tfa4t  my  engage- 
mentf  ta  supply  the  Paymaster  General  with  money  Xq  dischaige 
the.  iiotdBy  whiahy  aii4ar  that  eagtigcgnant  he  |ia4  iseiied.to  th» 
ofiloMra  pf  the  amy  on  aeoou«(  of  tlwir.  pay,  w«itlct  be  hraken,  and^ 
coittiequently,  that  my  public  eredit  wptUd  be  Uwt, and  a.tnnn.  of 
evils^  easy  to  be  concelvedi  eBsua  to  the  United  Stales.  But  bar- 
ing vntprnnted  Mr  f  ierce,  the  Paymaster  General,  to  give  his  notes 
inFebca#cy  last  t^.all.  the  officers  of  oar  army,  viz.  to  all  subalterns 
&r  .tb#  itinQlinit  of  tiivaci  Blo^ifas^pay,  that  i»,  fox  January,  February, 
and  M aroh,  17^9, 1  haye  £br  some  time  past  been  providing  for  the 
performance  of  this  engagement,  and  to  accomphsh  it,  have  been 
distressed  in  a  variety  of  chVmele.  When  this  engagement  was 
taken,  it  was  at  the  pniMftlig  inqtaoe  i^f  the  GctBi«ftndar  in  C%ief, 
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TO   THB  <9^0ie£RNpR   OF   |U90X>S   IS^HD* 

Office  of  Finance,  August  2d,  1782. 

Sir, 
I  presume  you  have  been  before  this  informed^  that 
all  the  States  except  Rhode  Island,  have  acceded  to  the 
impost  law.  A  committee  of  Congress  lately  ap- 
pointed on  this  subject,  did  me  (he  honor  to  tequest 
my  attendance,  with  that  of  your  Delegates,  to  heai* 
the  objections  from  them,  and  know  from  me  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  requisition.  After  a  long 
conversation  the  committee  were  about  to  confer  on  a 
report,  which,  at  my  request  they  were  pleased  to  sus- 
pend, that  I  might  have  the  last  opportunity  of  pray- 
ing your  attention  to  the  subject.     And  I  was  induced 

«i|d4e  9aMe  tbt-  ciffie«ni  to  climbe  tbtn^Hlves,  wlieh  thej  001124: 
not  have  done  without  thut  eeapon^ble  aid.  At  the  time  this  en- 
gaoretnent  was  made,  I  had  a  right  to  expect  that  four  millions  of 
dollars  would  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  TTnited  States ;  as, 
agreeable  to  the  requisitions  of  Congrees,  two  mflliomi  were 'to  be 
paid  on  thf  M49>y  of  Apti)}  aM  two  millions  on  the  let  daj  of  July. 
Instead  of  receiving  those  some,  I  have  not  ta  this  ho«r  received 
fiflf  tilouswid  df^lain  on  oecoviitt 'thereof,  ai»d  bvre,  theMfefe,'iieen 
eompeUed  to  taise  this  money  by  Belling  bills  of  ieoi<)faange  on 
Pnmee.  Upon  sending  for  Mr  PS^ve^s  return  ^  the  notes  ^I  Usueii^ 
1  flndtiMif  aiAoufllt Us 000 kvMdred'Biid  ft/tty thonmandmohiamitBd 
snd  ttztysix  deUftM ;  of  whieh  Mr  4Sands  it  potsesisd  of  tyi^yniii* 
tiiooeand,  whieh  he* has  delivered  up  on  my  paying  pari  of  the 
amount  now,  and  part  to  be  paid  aehort  time  henoe,  which  leaves 
to  be  provided  for  about  eightyfive  ihouiHmd  -nine  huodr^  tanA 
Sbft^is  ddUars ;  «iid  as  tlu»dehi  will-^M  punMaally  p«kl,  il  leaves 
mily  an  onprcivMed  balanaa  of  fifteen  thousand  three  hundred!  and 
twenty  dollars,  which  I  think  will  be  ready  before  payment  is  de- 
manded; so  that  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  maliciens  and 
digallected  wHI  ia  Hhhi  inttanee  he  <£iappclfitsd.    JKairy. 
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tf^-mblieilial  ^e^lutst^ai'  well  ibr  ilie  awiding  th^ 
irngpee^kh  di6tu$8iotmi  whteh.  naiwkot  i^aasi  telvfdev 
Uie  UitiiMi  tod  an:  iodlvidotl'filatO'Wtthocit  imlificitf^ 
p^Riiieioiifi  aoriiequi^ioes,.  as  hooaiirM'^H^alppeared  ttf  m^ 
IbatlMd  rctaioni  ui^eii  against  passing  the  b»p6sl  avd 
lMatcQiieliisite»  assoom  hal^e  thougfal}  iineiM  \»Jbt^ 
^  Mr  Howell  was  aoktiMl'  as  tb  pipmise^  thtt,  M 
mould  state/ hift  objecilioiB  iir  wtrhia^  Thf»  be«  has 
doac,  aiiil  a  copy  of  tt^m  is  eneiosed.     They  lo'e, 

Ist.  That  tbtt  impost  would}  lAnuir  ardispivpdrtioiia^ 
anfiply^  frooa  eiftbar  aaasehaiit  os  donsam^. ' 
'>'2dHyi  Thilt  Rhode  Jslaad  importst  aikd  coRswom 
nova rD£  £oateign>  tfrtioles  is'  piK^tU'tiohy  tliiin  aoy  otMar 

;  Sdifj  That  from  her  nnairilimcf  aituattaai?  she  is  ex^' 
posed,  la,  ^neai  losses. 

.411t^^   That'  the<  exdosit^   beee&i  oftheimpoU 
Aould  he  carviedf  id  aacour«t  e£  the  Stale.  -    '    jr, 
.  4thly.  •.Thatthe;]iiiipos&  will' rat]Gfe>  prides^.  stnA  thore^ 
fore  RianufajdtxirastfaiSDOght'froni  the  neijghberiitg' States 
Wfitt^draw  o.i« veneer fnmi :fihdde lislaiid.        : 

4lhl3rv  That  dutiea  ifltfposodi  by  the  neiighfaeerng^ 
Slates  maytoete^elRMde  Mead:  losebsisi  by  ibraigb 
ariiclBSW' 

7ihly..  That  maay  me»  jwdir  be^etan^let^ed  ielheeok 

Bikl(jr^  TJolat  te  WQuld>be  sraded'hysmuggllHg:;  «ed>) 
.  Othiy,'  That  thsieetfectien  may  be  ohjectloRaUSb 
'To<eaob  of  these  1  wiU  repfy  in  ^eb"otder; 

farti  To  determiriei  wMMfher  the  imjibst  will  aet^po^! 
portionably  or  not,  we  mast  consider  in  whet*  respeeT 
dieipnaportieo  is  to  be*  tekeni:  If  il  be  a  propdriibn 
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between  two  of  the  States,  tbtt  wiii  be  ddnsidered 
under  the  second  head ;  if  it  be  a  proportion  among 
the  people  of  the  sanT^e  State^  it  is  only  recarring  to 
the  question,  whether  taxes  on  consuinption  are  useful; 
for  so  long  as  no  man  pays  the  tax,  but  he  who  dhooses 
to  purchase  the  article,  the  disproportion,  if  any,  is^ef 
his  omn  creating*  The  necessity  of  a  rerenuc  to'  a 
certain  amount  mufl^t  be  admitted.  Is  it  then  wise  to 
raise  apart  of  it  from  the  consumption  of  foreign  arti* 
des  ?  I  say  the  consumption,  because  the  tax  un- 
doubtedly falls,  on  the  consumer  and  not.  on'  the 
importet\  If  this  be  not  a  wise  tax,  what  shall  we 
substitute?  Articles  of  primary  and  immediate  neee»- 
sity  are  made  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  Both 
food  and  raiment  can  be  had  without  crossing  the  At* 
lantic  in  search  of  them.  Every  man,  therefore,  is-at 
Kfaerty  to  use  foreign  articles  omot.'  If  he  does  use  ^ 
them  the  tax  is  voluntary,  and  therefore  can  dot  be 
considered  as  disproportionate,  any  more  than  for  one* 
man  to  wear  silk  while  another  wears  wooL 

2d\y.  That  Rhode  Ivland  consumes  tnsrsr  fcureiiign 
oommodittes  in  proportion  than  any  other  State' in  the 
Union,  cannot  be  admittted.  Rhode  Island  certainly 
makes  many  commoitities,  but  the  more  soutbefa 
States.ttre:i»  thft<  Juabit  ofJmporttJOg  evjorytbihg. 

3dly.  That  Rhode  Island  is,  from  its  situation,  liaUc^ 
to  the.Ui»hi|ppy  accidents  of  war  is  true  ;  but  this'  in- 
cidepl4l.evil»  arising  from  en  adTantageous  position, 
cannot  be«dMuced  fis.a  pl8a>fotr  oxdn»ption.linom  poUic 
burdens.  New  York  ^has.  Mhnd^  at  Idast  as  mdch 
and  as  long*  *  ■ 
,  4fchly:.  .T^^  ^^^  eiExduaive  benefits  of  t^nimp^tt 
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sb0uid  lie  carried  :to  the  State  wber^  il  is  eoilected^  is 
a>5{K>afilicMi  un|dst  in  itsdif,  and  which  VvocAd  Ibrever 
ptevciit  anf  dutiies ;  wherefol>e -tt  wouM  eatoff  not 
only  one  of  the  most  productive,  but  ose  of  the  tnoirt 
Qse&l  branehes  of  revenue^  Rhode  Island,  Pennsyl- 
Tahia  and  sdmebCbcr  Slates  carrj.  on  the  eommcroe 
of  their  neighbuts  as  weil  as  their  own,  from  <«bieh 
they^derivo'gre^  riehes.  The  duties  are  always^  (like 
<he>riskshiid:the  ex|»eases)  paid  by  the  eonsumer  ;  for 
anless  this  be  so,  do  tderable  lieason  can  be  aligned, 
why  foreign  eoikiinoditiea  shovki*  be  dearer  in  war  ti^an 
in  peace;  If  then  a  cohstderable  duty  were  laid  by 
the  eommereiar  Stale, 'it  would  fidi  oii  its  ruBOommer^ 
eiai  neighbor.  That  neighbor,  .therefore,  wouid  im- 
mediately take '  measiivts  t<e  eacry  on  its.^  own  coiai'^ 
tnerce^  and  pmihibit  the  totnging  joS  artidea  from  the 
oommercM  State.  <  These- inedsur6sw«ukl  produce:  a 
repeal  :of  the  doty.  I  lafceiio  netice^iereof  thealler'* 
eetiens  wihich  w^Mdd  arise;  it  is  sufficient*. tO' show,  liiat 
theprhxaleview»^of  revenue -for'  the  :  State  wouM  be 
defeated. 

'fitlily,'and  6thly.  These  obj^clioiis  do^ndt  appear  to 
me  to  epply,  because  in*  the  ficat  ploee^  I  oan  hardly 
suppose  the  neighboring- Statjes  wiilev^  think  of  lay* 
ing  dutiesToh  the  predoce,  for  if  any-of'  them  -  should^ 
her  cilizettsi weittld  be  tlie.sii'Sbfeni.'  St^coodiy,  if  (be 
article !of  prod U0& be  kfbuiloontroilled  ^y  the  goverft* 
ment  eHr^y  individual  wtUbe  a  cheo^  on  the  avidity 
of  his  M^hbors^  ind  it  by  this '  meanft  •  a  piece  bf 
American' goods <6an  be  tended 'Ofaieaper:  in  Rhode  .hi>^ 
and  lihan  a  piece:  of.  fore%fl  goodsj.  Jihei  ooasumer  in 
Rhode  Island ^wiil  by^the  puvohaie'-ofjtisave  money  t^ 
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biulKilft  tftd  thdrefiMnd  t»  tite  ooimt^yv  Anxt  Mi  the 
duly  it  odieeted  onl]^  ODr-foreiigii  goods  be  wiUnoipaj 
Uw  dut3rv  and  oif  course  the^  duty  on  his  State  wjii  htt 
so  much  the  less^ 

lihly*  The  scTsatftt  objeotkm  tv^iU  appljT  nleiv 
streiig'ly  to  almosd  any  cAher  khidiKftaa^.  because  tins 
ikuiydi&eoUected  by  a  very  sttiell  nunalieh  of  men.. 

8th]y*  The- eighth  objection  I  cawnot  admU^  liecsaito 
forming  niyapiniory  ^f  that  State  &om  whaibi  etooeifia 
to-be  the  character  of  the  gentleman  whor  aiakos!  the 
objection  5  I  cannot  believe  it  tof  be*  -paUdi  'SoMiggling 
was  forttierly  not  disreputable  because  it  intes  theaTrad* 
in^  ol  laws;  which  \Tereiio4>  made,  by  pikkpcr  aothorbj^^ 
and  thisrafore  n»t  obligatory;  bntnbtlungedd  be  ntture 
iniiMnoufl  than  to  defiraad  «ir  omra.  goveitettient  of  ao 
pdor  a  (litMree;  sM  I  trosli^  that  if  aiif  indiyidofi) 
ive»'iiioiinedl»rda'so^'^het  wmsid' be  detecfed  by:  the 
first  peraoil  vi!ho'89w  binx^  awitWduld  be  as^  m«ch  ei^* 
imsed  to.  die  itsscDlitnant  and*  ciinte»f»t  df  bis  Midiw 
ettizena  as  aiii  infaamieB  would  h»ve)beoftj  in  'the  tiraiis 
alluded  to. 

9thly.  The  lasli  ol^etioiii  diight  nci  toi  be'  aliigdey 
because  there  is  noiaeasod  to  supfwae^.  Ihat!  Ger^reas 
would  disviaa  ineaila  to  o]»prt^s.  thsiri  fellovr  eiltsenft 
Hat  it  is  oae  ofliour  ^eatest  raisibahinesy  tfaaV^aien  are 
apt  to  rettsoa' from  ene  tibsag-  lo  another  tha^ijs  vepjt 
disstmilark  The  iiaiiliameat  «f  England  eat edi  nothing 
about  the  cDoacqUences  of.  Ihwa  jnade  far  ns^heaaose 
Ihey  were  noi  alee tedi  by  the tti. .  This'ja  alwajw  the 
dsie  undiftt  sociii  aijaoamiiaooaty  and  fbraasc  enor  o£  .the 
most  powerful  afgunkewtf  in^fiivor  of  free  gf  venumentab 
But  homr  cautiit  'h0'.>sujnKaed|  4hat  .a  mendaer  'Of  QcKb 
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gress  who  is  liable  to  be  recalled  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing would  join  in  m^sares  which  are  oppressive  to 
thQt«^.pto«  <IB4  whifibt  *f  IWWrt  necessarily  himself  feel 
the  weight  of,  without  deriving  any  advantage  from 
tbem.  '  For  it  is  not  here  as  in  £Agl^nd,  that  there  is 
a  King  to  buy  votes  for  bad  purposes.  If  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  be  seduced,  it  must  be  by  the  Con- 
gress^ whieh  is  absurd.  If  irndeed  the  Congress  were 
either  an  hereditary  body^  self-existent,  or  if  they  were 
self-elected,  there  might  be  rod^  for  apprehension,  Init 
»  they  .re,  thei*  can. be  none.-         " 

Now,  Sir,  the  state  of  things  is  shortly  this.  The 
United  States  are  deeply  indcfbied  N>  the  people  of 
America.  They  have  called  for  revenues  to  pay  their 
debts  in  a  course  of  years,  being  the*  only  means  of 
reviving  credit  and  lightening  burdetts«  All  the 
States  consent  but  Rhode  Island,  te  whosiB  citizens  a 
very  considerable  part  eP  this  ^ebt  is  due.  Of  conse* 
quenee  the  whole' is  suspended.  Tha  reasons  assigned 
are  purely  toeal,  and  I  verily  Relieve  are  founded 
on  mistaken  principles.  The  i^venme,  however,  if 
granted  is  iosufScient.  More  must  be  demanded  ;  and 
consequently,  as  all  taxes  are  unpleasant  some  State 
will  be  found  to  oppose  any  which  ean  be  devised,  on 
quite  as  good  gronnd  as^  the  present  opposition.  What 
then  isAhc  consequence  f 

I  am,  Sir,  inc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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■ 
3:0    SIR   GUT   C4Jil4i:T0N. 

Office  of  Fkianee,  Ausratt  80th,  1992.  ' 
Sir,  V 

I  do  myself  tbe^  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellenpy 

lo^Hurs  fcoBp  tbp  ma&t^r^  of  two  flag  sbipS)  which  have  jir- 

rived  in  this  port  witli  Anieriqan.  prisooecs.     I  have  sent 

tbeiD  in  by  Mi*.  Joha  Greeneb^ooe  of  the  persons  (hat  caioe 

in  tlie  Syfi^iraetiy,  who. will  bring  such  orders  as  your  £^ 

eelfency  may  (hink  proper  to  transmit  to  those  ^ntlemen. 

I  have  furiher  to  inention,  Sir,  that  I  intend,  delivering  to 

one  of  them  such,  British  mai:ine  prisoners  as  may  .bp  in 

tbis  place  or  its  vieinityy  when  they  depart,  pcovided  tfa^ir 

receipt  shall  be  deemed  a  proper  evideace  of  the  delivery.} 

on  a  setllemetH  of  the  acoQunt  hereafter.     On.  this  point 

I  shall  be  happy  to  learn  your  sentiments.     It  might  faav« 

be#n  Otore  proper  tO'  iiave  ^ddr^sed  iBJfself  t^  Admiral 

Uifst^fi  e&pec'idi\y  as  Mr  Greeoe  carries  the  dupliosues  pf 

a  former  letter  to  him.    But  as  the  King's  servaitts  ip 

England  have  placed  tbe  tn^sters  of  tl^se  Q»g6  uod^r  yoMf 

Excellency's  direciiQO^,.  I  was  led  to  confobidoi  tbia.if.  tbi9 

concurrence,  of  the   Admiral  should,  be  necessary,  ypu 

would  take  the  trouble  of  ohtainitAg  it. 

J  bayetbe  lKMK>r  to  be,  with  perfe^>  i^ffect,  be. 

•  ROBERT  MOliKJS. 


1«0   ALEXANDEB    HAMILTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  Aagust  28thy  1782. 
Sir, 
1  have  duly  received  your  several  favors  of  the  22d  and 
27tb  of  July,  and  lOtb  and  13th  of  August.     My  not  an- 
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swdMng  therti  is  owing  to  dddis^'wbich  ybu'\«fll  easilf  tm^ 
cdve;'  for  you  will'  easily  conceive  the  muhipKcity  of 
dbjects  to  wfeich'l  tifiust  turiil  rrtyattetrtiwi.  I  nfn  v^ 
sbfry  ta  levrn  thtt  yoti  cdh  no  leihger  contiAae  in  tb6  ofltee 
of '  Refteivet.  R  would  have  given  me  great  pleasure  that 
yoilr  shoiild'  ba^ecfene  sO^  becaUKl^i  ant  s^re  tliat  yoo 
wotild  hnvd'rendery  very  sigbal  strides  to  the  pobiie 
cJamsfe,  This  }'ou'wHI  now  do  in  andtheir'line,  more  injport-i 
ant  as  it  is  nfiofe'estleii^i^';  antf'tbejostness  of  yoiir  sen* 
"tinwjnf i  on  puMic'  affliirS,  indiicfe  fhy  wSritt  wish  that  ybto 
may  find  a  pheie  in  Cqngresrf*  so  agreeable,  that  you'  may 
be'fndu^^ed  to  continue  in  it; ' 

I  afti  sorry  to  learn,  that'  atiy  letter  of  mine  should 
ha vf)  givett'Ofienc^;' but  I  Conclude  that  this  effect  nfrust 
follow  frbq)^  many  part^of  my  writings  and  conduct;  be^ 
cau^e  the  stetrdy  pursuit  of  what  a|)p^tirs  to  be  the  true 
line' ofduty'wiH  necessarily  citoss  the  various  oblique  views 
of  interest  and  opitiion. '  To  6fl%fi¥d'is  sorhbtimes  a  fauh, 
always  a  misfortune.  The  letter  in  ({uestion'is,  I  suppo^^, 
under  the^  ikve  of  the  11th' of  December,  of  whidi  I 
ef!do<!te  you  a  copy^  Let  me'  at  the  same  time'  asslu^e 
yon,  that  in  M  your  eiclellenl  letter  of  the  19th  ih^tatit,  I 
mostesteemtlie  clause  now  in  question,  because' it  con<* 
taltisnhat  useful  infermatiotf  which  is  least  ciommon;  I 
wilt  inflates  no  apologies  for  the  letter,  to  atiy  one,  because 
apologies  are  rai^ely  useful,  and '  wh^r^e  the  intehtiob  bfts 
been  good;  th^yareto'candM  minds  unneicessary.  Pos^ 
sessed  of  th^  facts  you  can  guard  agiiinsthiisr^presentation, 
and  1  haver  found  that  to  b<3  the  most  hdstile  weapon,  which 
«mher  my  personal  or  political  enecililes' have  be^n  able  to 
wii^ld  against  mid.  ' 

I  have  not  even'  yet  sceb  tbe=  resoliiktrons  of  your  Legl$^ 
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lature,  relative  to  ao  extensioa  of  the  powers  of  Congress. 
I  had  supposed  the  same  reason  for  them  that  you  have 
expressed.  Indeed  power  is  generally  such  a  darling 
object  with  weak  mindS)  tliat  they  must  feel  extreme  re- 
luctance  to  bid  it  farewell  ^  neither  do  I  believe  that  any- 
thing will  induce  a  general  consent  to  part  wi^h  it,  bui  a 
perfect  sense. of  absolute  necessity.  This  may  arise  from 
two  sources,  the  one  of  reason  the  other  of  feeling ;  the 
former  more  safe  and  more  uncertaiq,  the  latter  always 
secure  and  often  dangerous.  It  is,  my  Dear  Sir,  in;  cir- 
cumstances like  these,  that  a  patriotic  mind  seeking  the 
great  good  of  the  whole  on  enlightened  principles,  can  best 
be  distinguished  from  those*  vulgar  souls,  whose  narrow 
optics  can  see  but  the  little  circle  of  selfish  concerns.  Un- 
happily such  souls  are  but  too  common,  and  but  too  often 
fill  the  seats  of  dignity  and  authority.  Affirm,  wise, 
manly,  system  of  federal  government,  is  what  I.  once 
wished,  what  I  now  hope,  what  I  dare  not  expect,  but 
what  I  will  not  despair  of. 

Your  description  of  the  mod^  of  cdlecting  taxes,  con- 
tains an  epitome  of  the  tollies,  which  prevail  from  one  end 
of  the  continent  to  the  other.  There  is  no  end  to  the 
absurdity  of  human  nature  ;  mankind  seem  to  delight  in 
contrast  and  paradox,  for  surely  nothing  else  could  sapc- 
tify  (during  a  contest  on  tbe  precise  point  of  being  taxed 
by  our  own  consent)  the  arbitrary  police,  which  on  this  -sub- 
ject, almost  universally  prevails.  God  grant  you  success 
in  your  views  to  laroend  it.  Your  ideas  on  tbe  subject 
are  perfectly  correspondent  to  my  own.  As  to  your  doubt 
on  tbe  mode  of  collecting  it,  I  would  wish  to  obviate  it  by 
the  observation,  that  the  further  off  we  can  remove,  tbe 
appointment  of  coUeqtors  from  popular  influence,  tbe  more 
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eflfectual  will  be  their  operations ;  and  the  more  they 
conform  to  the  views  of  Congress,  the  more  eflfeetually  will 
Ihey  enable  that  body  to  provide  for  general  defence.  In 
political  life,  the  creature  will  generally  pay  sortie  defer- 
ence to  the  creator.  The  having  a  double  set  of  officers 
is  indeed  an  evil,  but  a  good  thing  is  not  always  to  be  re- 
jected b*ecause  of  that  necessary  portion  of  evil,  which  in 
the  course  of  things  must  be  attached  to  it.  Neither  is 
this  a  lieoessary  evil,  for  with  a  proper  federal  governwent, 
army,  navy,  and  revenue,  the  civil  administration  might 
well  be  provided  for,  by  a  stamp  act,  roads  by  turnpikes, 
and  navigation  by  toils. 

The  account  you  give  of-  the  State  is  by  no  means  flat- 
tering 5  and  the  more  true  it  appears,  the  more  concern  it 
gives  me.  The  loan  I  hope  will  be  completed,  atid  I  wish 
the  whole  iimount  of  the  tAx  may  be  collected.  The  foi*age 
plan  I  have  disagreed  to,  and  enclose  for  youridformation, 
the  copy  of  my  letter  on  that  stibject  to  the  Quarter  Mas- 
ter General.  I  believe  your  State  is  exhausted,  but  per- 
haps even  you  consider  it  as  being  more  so  than  it  is. 
The  certificates,  which  now  form  a  useless  load,  will  (if 
the  United  States  adopt,  and  the  several  States  agree, 
to  a  plan  now  before  Congress)  become  valuable  pro- 
perty. This  will  afford  great  relief.  The  scarcity  of 
mo^ey  also  may  be  immecriately  relieved,  if  the  love  of 
popular  favor  would  so  far  give  way  to  the  love  of  public 
good,  as  to  enforce  plentiful  taxation.  The  necessity  of 
having  money,  will  always  produce  money.  The  desire 
of  having  it  produces,  you  see,  so  much  as  is  necessary  to 
gratify  the  desire  of  enjoying  foreign  luxuries.  Turn  the 
stream,  which  now  flows  in  the  channels  of  commerce,  to 
those  of  revenue-,  and  tlit*  business  is  completed.     Uhfor^ 


lunately  for  u^i  (his  is  aa  operatioa  which,  requires  forti* 
tude,  perseverance,  virtue,  i^nd  which  caunqt  be  .ejected 
%  tlierweak  or, wicked  mluds,  who  .h;avie  opiy  .partial,  pri* 
vate,  or  interested  view^. 

When  1  consider  the  exertions,  which  the  couotry 
has  already  mad^,  under  striking  disifdvantages,  and  with 
Astonishing  prodigality  of  national  wealth,  by  pernicious 
modes  of  applying  it,  I  persuade  myself  that  regular 
Qon^ist^nt  e9f)fX^  yrwld  produce  much  more « than  yoM 
j9upposi3. 

For  your  accurate,  dear,  and  comprehensive  description 
of  general  and  particular  character^  senti^nents,  and  6pio- 
ipns,  i^cpfapt  my  sincere  ihai^M  and  wai;ai  approbation. 
They  do  equal  justice  to  yogr  talents,  .h(Mi^  for  ohservsifion 
and  ^cacjriptioo. 

lyir  Duer's  attexuion  to  the  husl^Q^s  of  lus  .eonui^fft,  jp 
vecy  pleasing  to  me,  and  honoi;able  to  himself,  I  am  y^ry 
sorry  that  he  should  lose  by  it,  but  to  «iYOJd  thin  as  ipu«;b 
as  possible,  1  am  determined  to  support  him  by  Jiberaj  ifdr 
yances  ,so  soon  as  ,it  shall  be  in  my  power  to  do  it« 
I  pray  you  to  believe  me  .^  be  yoursj  iic* 

ROBERT  MORJllS. 


TO   GEORGE   WASHINGTON. 


Offiee  of  flnsBce,  Angoit  89th,  1789- 
Sir, 

I  have  DOW  to  address  you  op  a.sulijiect,  which  cannot 

he  more  painful  to  you  than  it  is  to  me.     I  am  deteriiuned 

to  act  jc^tly,  and  therefore  when  I  find  tliat  1  sliall  be  un^ 

able  to  pay  tbe  contractors,  I  will  give  them  due  notice  in 

s^^on.     This  period  is  fast  approachingi  and  unless  the 


States  make  infinitely  greater  esfertions  than  tbey  have 
hitherto  done,  it  aiust  aoofv  ftrrivci.  To  comprise  this  mat- 
ter m  a  short  cpmpass,  jQur  army  is  fed  at  a  dollar  for 
nine  rations,  or  ihree  dollars  and  a  third  per  m.qp^  to  feed 
a  soldier.  V*wetpljfour  thoit^nd  ^^tiqns  per  ds^y  .would 
tharefpre  amount  to  -«eigl%  thoMsaad  dollars  monthly, 
!,which  is  more  than  had  been  paid  hy  all  tl^e  Stales  on 
the  1st  ipstant^    The  phject  of  this  letter,  Sir,  is  to  re- 

'  'qitest  ^hat  you  :wiJI  consider  how  yolir  army  is  to  be  sub- 
isi$ted  or  k^pt  together,  if  I  am  ojbljged  to  dissolve  the 
contract3.  I  prayth^t  (leaven  may  direct  your  n^ind  to 
.^ome  p[K)de-by  wliJichwe  may.be.yet.saved.  I  have  done 
all  that  I  could,  and  given  repeated  warnings  of  the  conse- 
quences, but  it  is  like  preaching  to  (he  dead.  Every  ex- 
ertion ^  v^m  capabJe  of  j^all  be  continued  while  there  is 

,  the  least  glimmering  of  hope. 

r  have  tfte^hondr  to  be,  with  great  respect,  '&c. 

JRQBEHT  jyORRIS.* 

*  August  2dth.  Mr  Duane,  Arthur  Lee,  Abrahan^  Clark,  and 
Samuel  O^ffQod,  a  Comii^U^e  of  Inqiilry,  ,caii^Q  tliis  morning  and 
jproceeded ,  in  their  husine^s.  They  .desired  m^  to  make  put  an  ac- 
count  of  all  the  moneys  that  have  con^e  .into  my  Ijiands,  and  those 
which  I  , have  paid.  They  asked  the.reasQhs  for  employing  Mr 
Swanwicky^iuid'  proceeded  in  other  parts  pf  their  inquiry  until  the 
hour  for  going  to  Congress  arrived.  They  infj^iired  into  the  reasonfi 
for  ippointing  Receivers  of  Continental  .taxes  in  ,eacih  State,  and  Mr 
Clark  expressed  dpubts  of  mj  authority  to  mak^  t|iose  appointm^a^. 
I  therefore  produced  the  Acts  of  Congress  qf  the  Qd  of  November, 
1781,  whicb  satisfied  him  on  that  point.  I  informed  the  Cqnimjttee^ 
that  my  reiuu)ns  fpr  m{U^in|r  ne^r  appointpien^  in  preference  to  em- 
ploying the  Loan  officers,  weie  first,. the  J^joan. officers  .lip.ve  npt.se^ 
tied  their  accounts  with  the  United  States,  and  jsome  of  them  hayip 
Jong  accounts  depending ;  (Secondly,  although  some  of  them  may  be 
fit,  all  are  not ;  thirdly,  had  the  money  paid  by  the  States,  for  i^ 
current  expenses  of  the  year,  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Loan 
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TO   OEORGG   WASHINGTON. 

■ 

Office  of  Finance,  August  30th,  1782, 

Sir,  ^ 

My  letter  of  the  29tb,  whteh  is  encldled,  I  have  written 
for  two  reasons ;  one  that  yos  maf  be  infomned  and  I  may 
stand  justi6ed  in  every  respect,  should  the  event  take 
place  ;  the  other,  which  is  the  principal  oncf,  that  you  may 
found  a  warm  application  on  it  to  the  States.  You  will,  I 
hope,  keep  this  entirely  to  yourself.  You  will  see,  that  I 
have  not  Intrusted  a  view  of  it  to  my  Secretary,  or  to  any 
of  the  clerks. .  The  effect  of  your  application  must  depend 
on  raising  a  very  general  alarm. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 

officers,  the  people  entitled  to  the  intezest  on  Loan  Office  certifi' 
cates,  issued  by  these  gentlemen,  would  have  been  very  clamorous 
for  payment.  They  would  not  have  entered  into,  or  admitted  the 
distinction  of  moneys  granted  for  revenue  or  for  current  expenses  of 
the  year.     Diary, 

*  September  Zd.  This  day  I  requested  a  Committee  of  Congress  for 
a  conference.  Mr  Rutledge,  Mr  Osgood,  and  Mr  Madison,  were 
appointed,  and  I  proposed  to  them  to  present  the  seyentyfour  gun 
ship,  America,  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty ;  who  has  lately  lost 
Le  Magmfique,  a  seventyfour  gun  ship,  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  The 
Committee  were  \inanimously  of  opinion  with  me,  that  this  unfortu- 
nate incident  afforded  Congress  an  opportunity  of  showing  a  Aark 
of  the  sincerity  of  their  attachment  to  their  ally,  by  enabling  his 
Minister  to  continue  the  force  of  his  fleet  at  a  time  when  it  could 
not  otherwise  be  done.  Besides  the  propriety  which  there  is  in 
showing  this  mark  of  attachment  and  gratitude  to  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  I  have  several  other  strong  and  pointed.reasons,  which  in- 
duced me  to  propose  and  always  to  support  this  measure.  The  want 
of  money  in  our  treasury  to  fit,  equip,  and  man  this  ship,  is  amongst 
the  number.     Diary. 
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TO   THS   VBBilllBVT   OF   GONCWESS.. 

Office  of  FiBAOce,  September  9th,  1782. 

*  Sir, 
^  1  did  my^ir  the  honor  to  propose,  in  my  letter  of  the 
30tb  of  July  last,  the  borrowing  of  four  mlUions  of  dollars 
for  the  service  of  the  epsuing  year.  It  always  gives  me 
pain  to  repeat  any  application  to  Congress,  becayse  it  is 
my  duty  to  suppose  they  pay  every  proper  attention  to 
those  things,  wbioh  are  submitted  to  their  con^deration. 
But  I  must  take  the  liberty,  on  this  occasion  to  observe, 
that  this  many  engagements  I  have  been  compelled  to. 
make  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  public  service  to. 
the  present  moment,  will  all  fall  due  between  this  and  the 
first  of  next  year. 

My  prospects  of  relief  from  the  revenues  of  America 
are  slender  indeed.  As  a  safe  opportunity  for  Europe 
will  offer  in  a  few^  days,  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  con- 
sider that  the  moments  are  precious.  They  will  consider, 
that  I  cannot  act  in  this  business  without  their  authority, 
and  that  it  will  take  some  days  to  prepare  the  necessary 
despatches,  even  after  tlmt  authority  is  given.  I  hope. 
Sir,  that  I  shall  not  be  understood  as  desiring  to  precipi- 
tate any  acts  or  resolutions*  We  are  iast  approaching  to 
the  winter.  If  everytiiing  codd  be  roady  by  the  15thjof 
this  month,  we  could  not  reckon  on  the  arrival  of  des- 
patches at  Paris  before  the  beginning  of  November.  A 
month  is  but  a  short  period  to  transact  thisimportartl^busi- 
ness,  and  this  would  not  leave  another  month  for  the 
winter's  passage  back. 

With  perfocl  respect,  I  have  the  hodor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORfUS, 


256  itbBte'R'i^  Mbiftits. 


TO^OBORGirt  WAsamcrrcNii  • 

*      Offilfe  oFPLlMide,  Sep^mber  9th,  1782. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  dates  of  the  enclosed  letters  t^iU  show'ybti  rriy  ex* 
treme  reluctance  to  wound  vour  mind  with  the  art^iedes 
which  distress  my  own.  At  tl»e  time  they  weris  writieW, 
I  was  sore  pressed  o!i»  every  quarter ;  but  a  gleam  of  hope 
broke  in  upon  me,  and  induced  me  to  be^r  up  still  longer 
against  the  torrent  of  demands,  which  was' rushing  uponl 
n^e.  These  would  long  since  have=  overwhelmed  me',  bad 
I  been  supported  only  by  the  HhreftMs  drawn  from  the 
States. 

At  length,  however,  my  other  resourcesi  v^hich'  ai'e 
nearly  exhausted,  have  become  useless  by  rfiie  total  stag^ 
niElfittn  of  trade,  otving  ttV  the  expectiEltion&  of-  petiee.  Tliere 
id,  therefore,  no  other  dependence'  left  but  the  laxipis;  and, 
unless  these  become  immeditrtely  productive  of  funtJssirffi- 
cJeni  to  feed  owf  troops,  I  need  not  deicHbe  thetjonise- 
qiiences.  Already  •  I  am  in  arrears,  in  spite  of  my  efforts. 
I  am  determined,  however,  to  continue  those  efibrts  to  the 
kSI  mcittnent,  but  at  present,'  I  reblly  know  not  which  way 
.to  turn  myself*  , 

Whh  thid  most  sincere  esteem^  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS: 


'TOrSIEBSRS  WILUnVK*  ft   CO^^   AaCST£RDA«. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  24th,  1782. 

Gentlemen, 
Preststoing,  fr^  tbe-f  letters^  of  yotiirseJf  and  df  Mr 
Addndsi'tbat  the 'loan^  oj;) jned  on  account  of  the  United 
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States  rtf  America  under  ybor  auspices  is  Wed,  1  do 
tny^elf  the  honor  to  eiidb^e  you  s^od^y  afctstjf  Cbngr'cfss, 
^y  which  yr»u  will  see  th^t  the  amount  is  sabje(^  tb  my 
tHsposal.  Whatever  measures  I  may  take,  you  vfillfrotrt 
time  to  titne  receive  due  notice  of,  iinless  the  hiiscaj'Htiglft 
df  lettets  by  the  accidents  to  wHich  they  ^re  it  present 
subjected  should  prevent.  "' 

I  have  nbw  iti  vietv  a  raiftney  negotiilidtt,  which  Mty  di 
ihay  not  take  plice  accdfding  to  Cii^cumstaiTces,  btit  which 
^flh  prob'ably  be  aeconiplished,  to  the  aftiount  6f  frdm  dae 
(0  two  rntffions  of  ftorins.  If  it  should  be  effected,  Messrs 
Le  Couteulx  &  C6.  bankers  at  Pdtis,  will  b^Ve  ocdbsibin  i6 
draw  on  you.  I  am  now,  therefore,  to  desire  that  the  bitl^ 
drawn  by  that  house  to  whatever  amount,  be  puhctuaffy 
honored  arid  paid  on  account  of  the  United  States,  ft  Is 
1n  a  r^Hance  tin  this  that  I  shall  take  my  meastires,  and 
A  fidihre  of  payrtient  Would  56  attended  with  the  worst 
consequences'.  '  '      . 

1  Have  the"  honor  Xti  Be,  with  perfect  respect,  &c. 

•  ROBERT  RIOKRIS. 


TO    MESStt»  LE    COtJTEtLX   &    CO.,    PARIS. 

■  4 

t         *  '  ■  #  •  c  » 

Office  of  Finance,  September  24th,  17$g. 

Gentlemen, 
Enclosed  you  have  letters  of  this  date  to  the  house  df 
Messrs  Le  Couteufx,  at  Cadiz,  and  to  WiJhetm  arid 
Jan  Willink,  Nicholas  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  De  la 
Land  and  Fynj6,  at  Amsterdam.  These  two  letters,  which 
I  am  to  request  that  you  will  forward,  are  left  open  for  your 
perusal,,  and  will  explain  to  you  the  object  which  I  now 
have  in  view. 

\ 
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958  ROBSRT  MOI^IB. 

.  T^e  United  States  baying  moaeys  in  ^ollend,  which  an 
very  ni^cesagry  for  tliq.  public  service  liere,  1  Iinve  d^en^i^^ 
it  best  tp  bring  them  through  the  Hpvanfi,  for  the  folluwii^g 
reasons.  First,  bills  of  es^change  cannot  be  negotiated  here 
to  the  necessary  amount,  and  are  even  then  negotiated  at 
the  rate  of  thirteen  per  cent  discount.  £econdl)!9  as  it  is, 
therefore,  necessary  to  import  money,  the  risk  is  less  from 
•the  H^vqn^  than  from  Europe^  Thirdly,  it  might  not  be 
,  agreeable  to  the  prejudices  of  many  to  draw  from  Europe 
tlieir  circuiting  coin  ;  and,  foprthly^  1  expect  that  a  con- 
siderable gain  will  be  made  on  the  negotiations.  Thus, 
for  ins^mce,  to  take  it  in  its  greatest  extent^  I  am  informed 
that  bills,  on  CadiZ}  at  thirty  days'  sight,  sell  ct  the  Havana 
fciy:  an  advance  of.  eight  per  cent;  and  that  bills  on. Paris 
sell  at  Cadis, for  an  advance  of  nine  per  cent;  and  there 
is  also  an  advance  of\  bills  drs^wn  from  Paris  on  Am^ei*^ 
dam  ;  to  which  moy  hfi  added,  that  .a  considerablc^me  js 
also  gained  in  these  various  negotiations  ;  and,  therefore,  if 
any  bet^fit  can  be  derived  to  the  Uuili^d  States  froin  that 
cirQuqdstanp?,  y^ii  will  govern  yourself  accordingly.  In 
this,  as  well  as  in  every  other  circumstance  relating  ib-  the 
business,  I  have  on   you^  "Gentlemen,  the  most   perfect 

reliance.        .     •  •:  .... 

I  think  it  will  be  best  foV  you  to  know  immediately  of 
the  gentlemen  in  Amsierdan),  whether  they  .will  answer 
your  drafts  to  the  amount ;  because,  if  they  should  Kaise 
any  obstacles  in, the  way,  those  may  be  rempved.  in  season 
from  this  country^  provided  an  early  notice  be  transmitted  ; 
for  I  expect  ypu  will  receive  this  letter,  by  the  lime  Mr 
reaches  the  Havana,  if  not  before ;  and  F  do  not 
suppose  that  his  bills  can  reach  Cadiz,  in  less  than  two 
months ;   and,  of  course,  at  one  usance  only  (and  they 
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sball,  if  that  can  be  done  without  fess,  be  drawn  at'  two 
usances)  they  will'  not  be  payable  pnlil  three  months,  and 
then  if  time  is  necessary,  you'  will  direct  the  liotise   in 

4 

Csidte  to  draw  at  two  usances  more,  which  vviir  bring  the 

business  to  between  five  and  six  months  from  your  receipt 

ofmy  letters.    At  any  rate,  it  will  nof  do,  that  Mr  *8 

bills  be  protested^    I  must  rely  on  you  to  prevent  ah  acci- 

dent,  whrch  would  be   attended   with   such    fatal   conse-* 

quences,  ar^d  shall  take  measures  to  put  Jrou  in  a  capacity 

to 'answer  (herti  seasonably.        * 

With  pferfect  respect,  &c.  *    ; 

^  ROBERT  MORBSS.   ' 

ft 

P.  S.  Yoa I wiH>  observe,  ibat  there  is  in  the  ferogQing 
leuer,  a  blank  fa&ihe  luiine  of  the  person  wtjo'  is  (o  be  em- 
ployed! rri  Uiis  business.  The  reason  is,  that  the  gentle- 
man I  spoke  to  onr  the  subject,  is  prevented  by  the  circum- 
stances of  his  fatnily  from  going  to  Havana.  I  shall  write 
to  you  furtlter  on  the  subject  trheh  I  shall  have  taken  other 
arrangements.  R.  M. 


..      TO   p..7KAHXWN,.10HK   A0AJ«9|   A]f»./OBtf   J^T. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  25th,  1782. 
bir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  perusal. 
Acts  of  Congress  of  the  27th  of  November  and   3d  of 
Tjecember,  t7Si,  and    the   14th   apd   3d   instant.     In 

consequence  I  have  to  request,  that  all  the   bills   hith- 

*     •     '         .'"''■,         * »    •     •  ^       ,  , 

erlo  drawn  by  authority  of  Congress  be  paid   and   the 

accounts  of  those   transactions  closed.     After   this  is 

done,  and  r  hope  and  believe  that  while  I  ani   writing 


9^0  ^Q^JB,T  WP^fU^. 

this  letter  it  imf  have  been.  aljce^dyfccpEEiplisbed,  you 
^ill  b^  freec}  from  the  torment  and  perplexity  of  at- 
tending^ to*  nioney  matters. 

I  am  persqaded  that,  this  consideration  will  bc.  highly 
pleasing  to  yoUj,  as  such  things  niust  necessarily  inter-* 
fere  with  yoqr  more  impprtant  attention.  I  haye  long 
since  .reqtnest^cj  the  Secretary  qf  Foreign  Affaixs  to 
desire  yoq*  wpuld  appoint  an  agept  or  attorney  h^re^ 
tQ  receive  ,?tnd  re^mit  your  salary,  w.hicb  will  be  Jft^id 
quarterly  ;  in  the  meantime  it  is  paid  to  hipf)  for  your 
use.  As  to  any  contingent  expenses  which  may  arise, 
I  sb«|ltjr&adliy  inakfl thd  necessary  advances  upon  Mr 
Livingston's  application.  These  arrangements  will,  I 
bope»  ^  both  uaeful  and  agreeable  to  you> 
I.  am,  Si|?,  with  perfect  respect^  &e. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TQ   J0iH|J   AP4,||IS* 
Office  of  Finance/September  27th«  1782. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
sueoBBs  of  yottr  patrio€i«  labors  iM  "H<>IUnd&  The 
general  tribute  paid  to  your  abilities  on  this  occasion, 
will  so  well  dispense  with  the  addition  of  my  feeble 
voice,  that  I  shall  spare  four  delicacy  thq  pain  of  ex- 
pressing  my  s,entiment^. 

The  enclos,ed  rssolu^pijs  and  copie?  qC  letters  will 
cpnvey  to  yoq  sp  fully  the  views  of  Cor^gress,  and  ex- 
pjain  so  clearly  my  conciy)tions  on  the  subject,  that 
yery  little  need  be  added.  If  thc^applica^tion  to  France 
should  fail  of  success,  virhich  I  c^pnot  perfnjt  myself  to 
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bplj(sire9  you  wiU  th^q  have  a  new  opporiiwily  .«if 

showing  th9  influence  you  have  acquired  over  %h» 
iaip4s  pf  ipqn  ip  the  oouotry  wbor«  you  reside,  aa4 
of  ^;^9rUag  it  19  tl»9  ii>ai9J»Qr  mfiat  beneficial  to  our 
Qpufltry.    . 

B^fpre  I  cooo^ucba  thia  letter,  I  niqst  eongvatulatiOi 
your  JQ;iQ<sllQDey  on  thfi  aac^ess  of  the  lo»ii  yeu  havt 
alxf^ady  opena49  which  I  ^jonaider  aa  b(^mg  by  thia  time 

ciampl^tci^p 

With  p^feot  r^ap^Qty  I  htve  the  hoaor  to  be,  ^q« 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


<      T«  Jafi»8i|a  l«£   COJDeiJBIIIkX  b  QQ. 

'     Office  of  Finance,  September  27th,  1782. 

Gemlemeiv 
..  I  Ignite  la  Dr  FjranfcHu  under  this  dite  to  place  in 
your  hands  &re  bufidtfcdk  IhonsuMl  dal)am,  as  aoen  as 
he  poaaiUy  can.  I  hope  it  may  be  eActed  speedily. 
My  object  in>  raaiking  tiiiar.  deposit  ia,  that  you-  may 
remit  to  the  amount  of  that  sum  to  the  Havana,  pn^- 
vided.  UHa.Dn  fbiit.pieiQ^  can  be  purchased  at  a  discount 
of  twentyfive  per  cent;  by  which  I  mean,  that  seven- 
tyfive  dollars  in  Europe  should  purchase  one  hundred 
dollars  in  Havana.  I(^  U^  nc^tiations  cannot  be 
effected  upon  those  terms,  you  will  retam  the  money 
in  your  hands  subject  to  my  after  direction.  I  sup- 
'poap  t)iatt,ho^Aor  hi^tti^i-  \fiKmSf  ca«^  hiQ^  obtaified.  for  the 
jfi>Uowian.rea*on,s. 

The  person  ^hp  has  ovoney  in  il^e.  Havana,  by 
^ejlliag.hiJJa  will  ifime^diately  pos9^a  himaelf  of  the 
am^uD^t  foi;  whigh  \)^y.^e  aQJd;.  ap4  iheic/pie,  all^jw- 
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iog  time  for.  the  bills  to  go  over  and  be  presented, 
with  the  thirty  days  of  payment,  and  the  further  time, 
which  would  be  necessary  to  remit  that  money  iVom 
the  Havana  to  Cadiz,  and  he  would  gain  from  eight  fo 
twelve  months'  time,  which  is  itself  important ;  but  in 
addition  to  this,  there  is  the  duty  of  nine  per  cent  on 
exporting  cash  from  the  'Havana  ;>  freight,  which  is'I 
suppose  considerable ;  a  risk  which  is  very  great,  and 
perhaps  a  farther  duty  on  the  arrival  at  Cadiz.  ■  To 
which  may  be  added,  the  advance  on  bills  drawn  at 
Cadiz  on  the  different  parts  of  Europe. 

If  you  can  accomplish  the  negotiation  on  the  terms 
I  have  mentioned,  you  will  then  remit  the  bills  to  a 
good  house  in  the  Havana,  to  receive  the  >  money  and 
hold  it  subject  to  my  order ;  and  you  will,  if  you  can, 
fix  the  terms  on  which  that  House  are  to  do  the  busi- 
ness%  I  Whether  anything  of  this  sort  takeis  places  or 
not,  I  am  to  request  tbal  you  will  give  we, every  iiv- 
formation  on  the  subject,  whieh  yoii  can  acqvire.    . 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient'  and  bumble 
servant, 

RO&BffT  MORRI& 


'TO  B.   tRAKKLIN. 

Office  of  Finanee,  September  27th,  1782. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor '  to'  enclose  the  copy  of  Acts  of 
Congress  of  the  I4lh  and  23d  instant,  together  with 
the  copy  of  my  lettfer  of  the  "^SOlh  of  Jiily,  covering 
the  estimates  for  the' year  1783.  'These  estimates  are 
not  yet  finally  de'cidcd'on.  "By  the  Act  of  the   14lh 
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y(HT  av^f  ^  yw.  pera«ivlBy  infttrUiHed  to  comniikiiieate 
^be.rQstalaiia.Q  .&r.  borrowing  four  millions  of,  dollars, 
>Q  hi^  Mo^t  Christian  Majo^ty^ ;  and  &rst,  to  assure  bis 
M^^ty  of  the  hi^^h  sense,  wln^sh  the  United  States  itx 
.Qo^ri^s  a^^emblod:  entqrtain  of  his  friendship  and 
generous  exorjlioo^  Secoridly,  their  rolianee  on  a 
continuance  of  them;  a»d  thirdly^  the  necessity  of  apNi 
plyipg<  to  his  Majesty,  on  the  present  occasion. 

FrofQ  thi&,  and  ev^n.  more  particularly  from  the  A«t 
,of  the  2i3d,  you  wUl.jsee^  jLhat  it  is  the  wish  of  Con- 
gress to  obtain  this  money,  from  or  by.  nieans.  of  the 
King.     After  the   decisive  ex^essions  contained   in 
ih09E^re«Q)u}.io|is,  of  Vhe  sense  of  our  Sdvereiga,  I  am 
.sore  that  it  is  unneoetisary  for  me  to  attempt  anything^ 
.likie  a)!gum€^ot   to   induce   your  eyertioins.      I   shall, 
tl^fefore,  rather  confine  myself  to.  giving  information. 
..Th^^at^ul  seoae  pf  tbe  King's  exertions^  whieh  has 
.40  .warmlyt  ii»ip];e^ed  your  bo^spm,.  operates  with   un- 
dimtijiistied  forcie  upon  Coi^reas  ;  and. what  is  of  more 
im4>qrt^i|ce,  ia  a  cpMntry  lil^e  ouns,  has'  the.  strongest 
inQMenci^  upon, the  •whole  whig  :inter«ist*of  America. 

I, have. no  doubt  but.  that  the. King's  Minister  heite 
baa  gi veto ; his  Court  regular  infornsatloD  on  this  and 
every  o(lu^r.  aiiligcQt  of .eq^al  importance^  and ,  therefore, 
aay  gtiiner$kl.aastirances  00  y^ur  part  will  be-  cooipli- 
mei^tary,. fi^nd  in  ^ome-  d^grise, •  siipdf fl»6us<  Sui  there 
.ijS.a:l(.in4  fif  J|QOwledg€^' not  easily .  ftttaiaablb  by  for- 
eigner^, in  ^ny  eouptry  4  pariieularly.  on  such  a  matter 
as  the  present.  It  is  not.amiss,  therefore^  that  I  should 
eoiivey  it,rt<)  yoUifaiad  your  good  aeiwe  will  apply  it  in 
tbi^  most  prpper  jiianner.  Yi>u,<>(of  all. men  in  the 
w.orld)  are^  not  npw.  to  leapn>  that  the  sour  Engliah 
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pnjvtAhB$  igairist  ererjtiiing  Fte^eh  httd  tnketi  di^p 
root  in  the  mSnds  of  Ameriea.  It  tould  nothAr^  teen 
expected  that  this  shoold  be  obliterated  iri  a  tiioltienf. 
But  by  degrees  almost  every  trace  of  it  has  been 
effaced.  The  conduct  of  Britain  has  weaned  us  firoih 
our  attachmeats,  and  those  very  attachments  hate  he€tk 
'transferred,  in  a  great  measure,  to  France. 

Whatever  remains  of  motiarchicai  disfTO^itien  eat{^ 
are  disposing  themselves  fast  to  a  connexion  with  the 
French  monarchy ;  for  the  British  adheiMts  begitl  fO 
feel  the'  pangs  of  a  deep  despair,  which  must  g^tferalle 
c  deep  aversion.  The  British  army  here,  felt  the 
nttional  haughtiness  increased  by  the  eontemfit^wfiicH, 
W9  Englishmen,  they  could  not  but  feel  for  those  #!to 
bad  combined  against  the  f^edom  ef  Iheir  own 
oomitry.  JQvery  part  of  their"  eOnd«ret,  therefbi^, 
towands  the  torres,  while^' tl»ey  flattered  thertlselves 
liiith  vietory  siwiwed  hre^w  mueb  they  ^espise^  Vhtilt 
American  friends.  Now  that  n  reverse  of  fbYttrM  hs!s 
brougfot  on  i  Piltle  eon9ide4rati<^n,  they  fynd  a  total  sep- 
aration from  this  coaotry  uiiavold^le.  They  fttmt 
feel  for  the  i&te-  of  their  eooAtry ;  they  thust,  there- 
fore, koLle,  but  they  muM  i^espect  esi,  too;  whilo  their 
own  aiibereiit&  are  both>  detested  and  despised.  Bhyee 
General  €arleton's<  arrival^  of  ^rather  ^iOfOe  the  ^amge 
of  MiniMersy  tlie  Bvitish  hasre  shown  ih^t  their  inten- 
tion isi,  if  possible,  to  eondliate  the  rtilefis  ef  America' ; 
an«t  by  tbet  iflrflwenee  of  i^  eontmoiy  lanrgudge  and^  simi- 
lar Itt^^Sy  with  the  l»rce  of  atf»ei>ent  habits  and  muto^l 
frfendis)iil^^nMy<t^'f^^n»  noto<Alf  t<i  reilew  agiEttti 
the  eomtMrctiil  ialereeerse,  ifut  to  eubsl^ute  a  new 
fedavd  eownesibn :  t^  therr  ancient  s^]^t<ei«]gQt^y  and 
dominion. 
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The  assuranoe,  therefore,  wiiich  Congress  have 
•directed  you  to  make,  tn^si  not  be  eon»idered  ia  the 
tiumfoer  o<f  those  idle  compliments,  which  are  the  cam- 
tnon  curreoey  or  small  change  of  a  Qourt.  It  is  an 
assurance  important  because  it  is  founded  lo  truth,  and 
more  important  still  because  it  is  dictated  by  the  afiec- 
lions  of  a  people.  If  I  may  venture  an "  opinion  still 
further,  it  is  principally  important  becaase  of  the  crit- 
ical sitilation  of  things.  The  sudden  change  of  Britain 
fronr  vengeance  and  war  to  kindness  and  conciliation 
-must  have  effects ;  and  those  effects,  whether  they  be 
leoniempt  or  affeetion^  will  depend  less,  perhaps,  on 
them  than  upon  others.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
tiiey  will  ring  all  the  changes  upon  their  usual  then^ 
of  Gallic  ambition.  They  will  naturally  insinuate  the 
idea,  that  France  will  neglect  us  when  we  tiave  served 
her  purposes ;  and  it  would  be  very  strange  if  they 
did  not  &nd  some  converts  among  that  class  of  people 
'who  would  sacrifice,  to  present  ease,  every  future  con- 
sideration. What  I  have  said  will,  I  am  confident, 
put  your  mind  into  the  train  of  reflections,  Which  arise 
out  of  our  situation,  and  ^ou  wjll  draw  the  proper 
oonctusions  and  make  a  proper  appreciation  of  th^n. 

Congress  have  di^eeted  you  further,  to  express  to  the 
King  their  reliance  on  a  continuation  of  his  friendship  dnd 
etertions.  1  have  no  doubt  that  a  full  belief  of  this  re- 
liance will  be  easily  inculcated.  Indeed,  I  apprehend, 
*that  we  shall  be  coiisidered  as  relying  too  much  on  France, 
or  in  cnhev  words,  doing  too  little  for  ourselvfes.  There 
can  be  no  sort  of  doubt,  that  a  good  argument  may  be 
raised  on  the  usual  |)osrtion,  that  the  nation  which  will 
Tiot  keep  itself,  dees  not  merit  the  aiid  of  others ;  aud 
VOL.  XII.  34 


266 


ROBERT  MORRId. 


it  ffouid  be  ed8y  to  tell  uS)  that  we  must  put  our  ovvd 
shoulders  to  the  wheel  before  we  call  upon  Hercules*     Id 
short,  if* the  application  be  refused  or  evaded,  Dotbing  can 
be  easier  than  to.assign  v^ty  good  reasons  why  it  is  done. 
But  you  have  very  justly  remarked  in  one  of  your  letters, 
th^t  it  is  possiMe  to  get  the  better  in  argument,  and  lo  get 
nothing  else.  *  So  it  in%ht  be  here.     True  sagacity  con- 
sists in  making  proper^  distinctions,  and  true  wisdom  in 
taking    determinations   according    to   those    distinctkMis. 
Twenty  years  henoe,  whan  time  and  habit  have  settled 
and  completed  the  federal .  coostitution'^of  America,  Con- 
gress will  not  think  of  relying  on  any  otiier  than  that  Being, 
to  whose  justice  they  ikppenled  at  the  commencement  of 
their  opposition.     But  there  is  a  period  in  the  progress  of 
things,,  a^  crisis  between  the  ardor  of  enthusiasm  and  the 
authority  o#  laws,  when  much  skill  and  management  are 
necessary  to  those  who  are  charged  with  administering  the 
afiairs  of  a  nation.     I.  have  already  taken  occasion  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  present  moment  is  rendered  particukriy 
critical  by  the  conduct  of  ibe  enemy ;  and  I  would  add 
here,  (if  I  dared  ^ven  in  idea  to  separate  Congress  fisem 
those  they  represent,)  that  n0w«above.  all  other  times^  Con- 
gress mu^  rely  on  the  exertbns  of  tbeir  ally.     Thb  sen- 
:  timent  would  open  to  4)is  Majesty's  Mffiisters  many  reflec- 
tions, the  least  of  which  has  a  material  connexion  with  the 
interests  of  his  kingdom^     But  an  argument  of  no  little 
weight,  is  that  which  applies  itself  directly  to  the  bosom  of 
a  young   and   generous  prince,*  who  woirfd    be  greatly 
wounded  to  see  that  temple,  dedicated  to  humanity,  whk^ 
he  has  taken  so  much  pains  to  rear,  fall  at  once  into  ruins, 
by  a  remission  of  the  last  cares*,  whibb  are  -  necessary  for 
giving  solidity  to  theatruclure.    I  thi^k  I  might  add,  that 
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tbere  are  some  oceasions  on  which  a  good  heart  is  the  best 
coumielior* 

Tb^  third  to|Yic  on  wfaiqi]  Cqpgroes  have  directed  you 
to  dwell  upon,  is  the  necessity  x)f.4beir  fwesent  application  ; 
and  it  is  this  which  falls  most  particularly  within  my  de^ 
pertment ;  for  I  dou^tnot  that  every  seottmem  on  the  other 
objects,  has  been  most  forcibly  inculcated  by  tl)e  Minister 
of  Foreign-  Affiiirs  I  might  write  volumes  on  our  aecessi* 
ties,  and  not  convey  to  you  so  accurate  an  idea,  as  by  the 
relation  of  a  single  fact,  wUch  you  may  see  ia  the  public 
newspapers.  Il  is,  that  the  requisicio|^s  of  last  October  for 
eigbt  millions,  had  produced  on  the  Ist  day  of  this  month, 
only  one  buodred  and  tweotyfive  thoosand  dolfars*  You 
are  so  perfectly,  a  master  of  everything,  which  relates  to 
calculation,  that  I  need  not  state  anything  of  our  expenses. 
You  know  also  what  were  our  resources  bayond  taxation, 
and  therefore  you  have  ertrj  material  for  forming  an  ac** 
curate  idea  of  our  distresses.  The  smallness  of  the  sum 
wMch  has  been  paid  will  doubtless  astonish  you ;  and  it  is 
only  by  conversation  or  a  Ioq^  history  that  you  could  see 
why  it  has  been  no  greater.  The  people  are  undoubtedly 
able  to  pay,  but  they  have  easily  persuaded  themselves 
into  a  convietion  of  their  own  inability  ;  and  in  a  govern- 
meut  like  ours  thei  bdief  creates  tbe  tbii^. 

The  mode  of  laying  and  levying  taxes  are  vicious  in  the 
extreme ;  the  faults  can  be  demooslr^ed }  but  would  it 
not  be  a  new  thing  under  tbe  suU)  thai  people  should  obey 
the  voice  of  reason  ?  .Experience  >of  the  evil  is  always  a 
preKminary  'to  amendment,  and  is.  frequefit^  unable  to 
^S9ct  it.  Many  who  see  the  .  Hgbt  road,  and  approve  it, 
continue  to  follow  the  wrong  road,  because  it  leads  to  pop- 
ularity.    Tbe  lov6^.of  popularity  is  our  endemial  disease. 
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»can  only  be  checked  by  a  cfaaoge  of  seasons.  Wfaeo 
the  people  have  Imd  dear  experience  of  the  consequences 
of  not  being  taxed,  tbey  •will  probably  work  the  proper 
ameodmeot,  biH  om-  oeciipskiea  in  the  interim  ar«  not  the 
less  severe* 

To  tell  America  in  such  a  situationi.  that  she  should  re^* 
form  her  interior  administration!^  would  be  very  good  ad*- 
vice,  but  to  neglect  afibrding  hec  aid,  and  thereby  to  fcse 
the  capital  objects  of  the  war  would  be«¥ery  bad  conducts 
The  necessity  of  the  present  applicadoD  foe  mooej  arises 
from  the  iiecessity  ^f  drawing  by  degrees  the  bands  of 
authority  together,  establishing  the  power  of  government 
over  a  people  impatient  ot  control^  and  con&rneiing  the 
federal  union  of  the  several  States^  by  correcting  defects 
in  tbe  geneva)  constitution.  In  a  word  it  arises  from  the 
necessity  of  ^oing  that  inlinitic  variety  of  things,  whieh  ar6 
to  be  done  in  an  infant  goyerntnent,  placed  in  such  detb> 
oale  cireumslances,  that  the  people  must  be  wooed  and 
won  to  dp  tiieir  duiy  to  themselves,  and  pursue  their  omi 
interests. 

This  application  also  becomes  the  more  necessary,  in 
order  to  obviate  the  efforts  of  that  British  faction,  which  the 
enemy  ar«  now  attempting  to  eacite  among  us>  Hitliortn 
indeed  they  have  beeniunsuoces^|ytJol6ss  perhaps  with  a 
viery  few  men,  who  are  under  the'ioflueoee  of  disappointed 
ambition,  but  onieb  earo  will  be  required  when  their  plans 
ave  brought  to  greater  maturity.  The  savsgo  inroads  on 
our  frontiers  have  kept  up  the  general  horror  of  Britain. 
The  great  captures  made  on  our  coasts  have  also  rather 
enraged  than  otherwise,  tliough  such  captures  have  always 
tbe  twofold  operation  of  making  *peopie  wish  for  peace  as 
welt  as  for  revenge.     But  when  tbe  e(iemy  shall  quit  our 
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coasts,  (and  tbe}^  have  already  stopped  the  inroads  of  their 
savage  allies,)  if  the  people  are  urged  at  once  to  pay 
heavy  and  unusual  taxes,  it  may  draw  forth  and  give 
weight  to  arguments,  which  the  boldest  etnissaiies  wquld 
Dot.  at  present  hazard  the  use  of. 

1  have  already  observed  ,<  that  Congress  wish  to  obtain 
this  money  either  fr<Qi9a  or  by  means  of  the  King*  The 
miest  cautious  prudence  will  justify  us  in  confiding  to  the 
wisdom  of  his  Ministers  tlie  portrait  of  our  situation.  But 
it  might  npt  be  very  wise  to  explaia  toothers  those  reasons 
(SMT  the  applieaiioDy  which  lie  soi  deep  in  the  pature  of 
tlwc^f  as  easily  to  escape  superficial  observers*  I  shall 
enclose  a  copy  of  tk^^  Jetier  to  Mr  Adams,  aiid  yeu  wHl 
find  a  copy  of  what  I  smy  to  him  on  the  sabjeet*.  I  hope 
the  Court  will  take  sucli  measures  as  to  sender  any  efforte 
OB  his  pact  unnecessary  ;  but  you  and  be  must  decide  oa 
whet  is  best  for  you*  eountry.  .       -  ^ 

1  must  trouble  you  still  further  oo  this  subject,  with  the 
mention  of  what  you  wiU  indeed,  collect  frooi  a  cur^^ry 
reading  df  tlie  resoletions,  thai  .Congress  hav^  the  strongest 
reason  for  theii^  prooiedure,  when  they  direct  your  utmost 
endeavors  to  effect  this  ban^  notwithstanding  the  intornMi* 
tioa  contain^,  in  your  letters.  If  the  war  is  to  be  carried 
on,  tbisreid  is  indispensable,  aod.  when  obtained,  will  euar 
ble .  n»  10  act  pdw^r&iUy  in  the  prosecution  of  it«  K  a 
p((ace  tnkes  place,,  it  is  still  necessacy^  and  as  it  is  ttie  last 
request  which  we  shall  then  have  occasion  to  oiake,  I  cen^ 
not  think  it  will  be  refused.  In  a  word.  Sir,  we  must  have 
it. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

ROBERT  AlORRIS. 
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TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  27th,  1782. 

Sir, 
By  my  letter  of  this  date  you  will  be  informed  of  the 
intentions  of  Congress^  to  provide  for  a  principal  part  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  year  1783|  by  loan.  I  expect 
that  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  the  four  millions  of  dollare, 
either  froili  the  Court,  or  by  their  assistance.  I  wish  fo^ 
an  immediate  disposition  of  a  part  in  the  following  manner. 
That  the  Court  of  Spain  should  give  orders  for  the  ship- 
ment of  a  million  of  dollars  at  the  Havana,  free  of  duties, 
and  be  convoyed  by  one  or  naore  ships  of  the  line  to  an 
Anaerican  port ;  the  money  to  be  pafid  to  them  during  the 
year,  in  Europe }  I  wish  this  order  may  be  so  expedited, 
as  that  Captain  Barney,  in  the  Washington,  by  wtiom  this 
letter  goes,  may  carry  it^  out  to  the  Havana,  and  receive 
the  money,  wlych  will  by .  that  means  arrive  here  some 
time  during  the  winter,  and  of  course  will,  1  expect,  come 
safely  as  well  as  seasonably.  I  wish  that  a  half  miliion  of 
dollars  may  be  paid  to  Messrs  Le  Couteuix  &  Co,  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  enable  them  to  execute  my  orders  as 
to  particular  negotiations,  which  I  commit  to  them.  What- 
ever else  of  the  money  is  obtained  in  France,  will  of 
eobrse  be*  paid  to  Mr  Grand,  subject  to  my  orders.  If 
any  part  of  the  money  be  negotiated  in  Holland,  it  will  be^ 
I  suppose,  proper  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  tfaioae  who 
negotiate  the  loan,  subject  to  my  further  disposition. 
I  am.  Sir,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    B.    FRANKMN. 
Office  of  Finance,  ddptembet  dOth,  1782. 

Sir, 

It  is  in  some  respects  fortunate^  that  our  stores  were  not 
shipped,  because,  as  yot^observe,  they  might  have,  been 
taken  }  but  1  hope  they  are  now  on  the  way,  for  if  they 
afe  to  lie  in  France  at  a  heavy  expense  of  storage,  be. 
while  we  saSer  for  the.  want,  it  wii}  be  even  worse  than 
if  they  were  taken. .  You  will^fiad  by  the  letters,  wiiich  arie 
to  go  with  this,  that  Mr  Barclay  is  prohibited  from  making 
smy  more  purcbasea  on  accaaotx>f  the  United  States^  I 
confess,,  that  I  disapprove  of  thosei  he.  has  nuide ;  fpr  tiie 
purchase  of  unnecessary  things  because  they; are  cheap, 
appears  to  h^.  a  very  great  extravagance.  We  want  the 
money  as  much  as  anything  else,  and  the  world  must  form 
a  strange  idea  of  our  management,  if  while  we  are  begging 
tp  barrow,  we  leave  vast  magazmes  of  clothing  to  rot  at 
Brest,  and  purchase  others  to  be  shipped  from  Holland. 
I  have  said  .nothing  on  this  subject  to  Mr  Barclay,  beca^usp 
the  tjbing  having  b^en  done,  could  not  be  undone,  and 
because  the  pointed  resolutions  of  Congress  on  the  subject, 
will  prevent  any  imore  such  operations. 

What  1  have  npw  said»  howeveK,  will  I  hope  lead,  you 
to  urge  on  him  the  necessity  of  making  immediate  ship- 
ments, of  all  stores  in  Europe.  A  merchant  does  not^^sus- 
tain  a  total  k)ss  of  iiis  goods .  by  their  detention,  but  the 
public  do.  The  service  of  the  year  must  be  accomplished 
within  the  year,  by  such  means  as  the  /ear  affords.  The 
detequon  of  our  goods  has  obliged  me  to  purchase  clothii^ 
and  other  articles  at  a  great  expense,  while  those  very 
things  were  lying  about  at  different  places  in  Europe.     I 
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am  sure  that  any  demand  made  for  money  on  our  part, 
must  appear  extraordinar}',  while  we  show  so  great  negli- 
gence of  the  property  we  possess*  Thp  funds,  therefore, 
which  were  obtained  for  the  year  1781,  are  not  only 
rendered  useless  ^luring  \\\e  year  1781,  but  so  fcr  perni- 
cious, as  that  the  disposition  of*  them  wilt  naturally  infltf*- 
etiee  a  dimiomion  of  the  grants  made  for  the  year  1783. 

Yoa  mention  in  yours  -of  the  25th  of  June,  that  yod 
would  send  enclosed  the  account  of  the  replacing  of  the 
Lafayette's  cargo,  if  it  could  be  copied  in  season.  As  it 
did  fmt  arrive  1  shall  expect  it  by  the  next  opportunity. 

I  have  received  Mr  Grand's  accounts,  which  are  not 
settled  in  the  mafiner  I  wish  ;  and  in  consequence  I  hav^ 
written  to  him  by  this  opportunity  to  %lter  them.  I  httre 
desired  him  to  give  your  account  credit  for  every  Kvre 
received  previous  to  the  *  current  year,  including  iberetn 
the  loan  of  ten  tniilions  of  livres  in  Holland,  thoug)i  a  part 
of  it  may  not  have  fceenrffceived  until  this  year.  I  have 
desired  him  to  debit  yonr  account  for  evefy  expenditure 
made  by  your  order,  which  will  include  all  your  accept- 
ances of  bills,  &LC.  and  of  course  M.  de  Seaumarchais' 
bills,  if  they  shall  have  been  paid.  Finally,  I  have  desired 
him  to  carry  the  balance  of  your  accounft  to  mine,  in  which 
he  is  to  credit  all  moneys  received  for  the  current  year ; 
for  instance,  the  sii;  millions  (and  the  other  six  if  they  are 
obtar^)  together  with  such  moneys  as  may  come  to  his 
hands,  from  the  loan  opened  for  the  United  States,  by 
Messrs  Willink,  Staphorst,  k,  Co. 

I  did  expect  to  have  h«d  some  kind  of  adjustment  made 
by  this  time  of  Captain  Gilten's  affair;  bm  Congress  re- 
ferred much  of  it  to  a  committee,  with  whom  it  has  long 
slept ;  but  I  have  informed  Mr  Gillon,  that  I  must  have  a 
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settlement^  and  at  present  I  wait  a  little  for  the  determi- 
nation of  Congress. 

You  mention  to  me,  that  the  interest  on  the  ten  millions, 
Dutch  loan,  is  payable  at  Paris  annually  on  the  5th  of 
November,  at  four  per  cent.  I  must  request  you  to  send 
me  the  particular  details  on  this  subject,  such  as  who  it 
is  payable  to,  and  by  whom,  that  I  may  make  proper 
arrangements  for  a  punctual  performance,  so  as  not  to 
incur  unnecessary  expense.  I  presume  that  the  first  year's 
interest  may  be  discharged  before  this  reaches  you  ;  but 
at  any  rate  I  enclose  a  letter  to  Mr  Grand,  to  prevent  any 
ill  consequences,  which  might  arise  from  a  deficiency  of 
payment. 

I  informed  you,  in  mine  of  the  1st  of  July,  that  Con- 
gress had  resolved  to  appoint  a  Commissioner  to  settle  the 
public  accounts  in  Europe.  This  is  not  done,  but  they 
have  reconsidered  and  committed  the  resolution.  Where 
the  thing  will  end,  I  do  not  know.  I  think,  however,  that 
eventually  they  must  send  over  some  person  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

The  appearances  of  peace  have  been  materially  disser- 
viceable  to  us  here,  and  general  cautions  on  the  subject 
from  Europe,  and  the  most  pointed  applications  from  the 
public  officers,  will  not  prevent  that  lethargy,  which  the  very 
name  of  peace  extends  through  all  the  States.  I  hope 
measures  will  be  taken  by  our  public  Ministers  in  Europe, 
to  prevent  the  people  from  falling  into  the  snares  which  the 
enemy  has  laid.  Undue  security  in  opinion,  is  generally 
very  hurtful  in  effect,  and  I  dread  the  consequences  of  it 
here,  if  the  war  is  to  be  carried  on,  which  is  not  im- 
probable. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c.  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

vol.  XII.  35 
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TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

0ffic6  of  Finaiice,  October  Ist,  1782. 

Sir, 
Id  m^  letter  of  the  27th  of  September  last  I  expressed 
my  wishi  "that  the  Court  of  Spain  should  give  orders  for  the 
sbipraent  of  a  million  of  dollars  nt  the  Havana,  free  of 
duties,  and  to  be  convoyed  by  one  or  more  ships  of  the  line 
to  an  American  port,  be.  Upon  further  reflection,  I  am  in- 
duced to  believe  that  the  Court  of  Spain  will  not  go  into 
the  whole  of  this  arrangement ;  for  ahhough  they  may,  and 
probably  will,  agree  to  so  much  of  it  as  will  procure  them 
an  equivalent  in  France  for  the  one  million  dollars,  to  be 
shipped  from  the  Havana,  yet  there  are  reasons  to  doubt 
whether  they  will  convoy  the  Washington  hither*  I  wish, 
therefore,  (should  you  meet  with  difficulties  in  that  quar* 
ter)  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  such  convoy.  I  wish  it  may 
consist  of  a  ship  of  the  line,  because  none  but  frigates  will 
cruise  on  this  coast  during  the  winter,  and  therefore  a  ship 
of  the  line  will  afford  more  protection  than  two  or  tliree 
frigates.  However,  this  will  depend  entirely  on  the  eon- 
venience  or  inconvenience  which  may  attend  the  business. 
I  shall  communicate  both  this  letter  and  that  of  the  27jh,. 
to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  on  whose  representations  1 
rely  much,  as  well  for  procuring  the  aid  asked  for,  as  for 
accomplishing  the  necessary  arrangements  after  it  is  pro* 
cured. 

I  am,  Sir.  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   |f.    DE   LA   liUZBBNG. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  2d,  1762. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  boaor  to  enclose  for  your  Excellency's  pe- 
rusal, the  copies  of  letters  from  this  office  to  Dr  Franklin, 
of  the  27th  of  last  month  and  the  1st  instant.  I  am  to 
entreat,  Sir,  that  you  will  represent  to  your  Court  the  ne- 
fiessity  of  the  application,  which  Congress  have  directed 
their  Minister  to  nipke  for  four  millkxiB  of  dollars.  The 
resolutions  on  the  subject  have,  I  suppose,  been  commuui- 
cated  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs.  I 
have,  also,  to  request  that  you  will  facilitate  the  i^rraiige- 
ments  proposed  in  my  letters  already  raendoned,  the  ad< 
vantages  of  which  are  so  well  known  to  you  that  I  shall 
ooC  dwell  on  them. 

With  real  esteem  a^nd  respect,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


,    TO   AUKXANDER   HAHILTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  6th,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  have  now  before  me  your  letters  of  the  14th  and  21st 
of  last  month.  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  you  are  less  san- 
guine  in  your  pecuniary  «cpectatioiis  than  the  Governor 
appears  to  be ;  for  I  have  always  found  that  the  worst 
forebodings  on  this  subject  are  the  truest. 

I  am  not  surprised  to  find  that  the  contractors  apply  with 
their  paper,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  receivers  and  col- 
lectors. This  I  expected,  because  muoh  of  that  paper  is 
not  fit«^r  other  purposes.    Some  of  k,  however,  which  is 


276  ROB£RT  MOR|tl8. 

payable  to  the  bearer,  is  calculated  for  circulation,  which 
you  observe,  is  not  so  general  as  otherwise  it  might  have 
been,  by  reason  of  the  largeness  of  the  sums  in  the  notes. 
Mr  Duer's  letters  contain  the  same  sentiment. 

In  issuing^his  paper,  one  principal  view  was  to  facilitate 
the  payment  of  taxes,  by  obviating  the  too  general,  though 
unjust,  complaint  of  the  want  of  a  circulating  medium.  lu 
substituting  paper  for  specie,  the  first  obstacle  to  be  en- 
countered, was  the  difierence  which  has  arisen  from  the  late 
profusion  of  it.  Had  a  considerable  quantity  been  thrown 
into  the  tiands  of  that  class  of  people,  whose  ideas  on  the 
subject  of  money  are  more  the  offspring  of  habit  than  of 
reason,  it  must  have  depreciated.  That  this  apprehension 
was  just,  ii  clear  from  this  fact,  that  the  paper  I  first 
issued,  and  (be  bank  paper  which  came  out  after  it,  did 
depreciate  from  ten  to  fifteen  per  cent  in  the  Eastern 
States,  notwithstanding  all  the  precautions  which  were 
used.  If  I  had  not  taken  immediate  measures  to  create  a 
demand  for  it  on  the  spot,  and  to  stop  issues  to  that 
quarter,  its  credit  would  have  been  totally  lost  for  a  time, 
and  not  easily  restored.  Besides  that  the  quantities, 
which  were  pouring  in  from  thence  would  have  done  mis- 
chief here.  Confidence  is  a  plant  of  slow  growth,  and 
our  political  situation  is  not  too  favorable  to  it.  I  am, 
therefore,  very  unwilling  to  hazard  the  germ  of  a  credit, 
which  will  in  its  greater  maturity  become  very  useful.  If 
my  notes  circulate  only  among  mercantile  people,  I  do  not 
regret  it,  but  rather  wish  that  the  circulation  may  bo  for 
the  present  confined  to  them  and  to  the  wealthier  members 
of  the  professions. 

It  is  nothing  but  the  greater  convonience,  which  will 
induce  people  to  prefer  any  kind  of  paper  to  the  preckms 
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metals,  and  this  convenience  is  principally  felt  in  large 
sums.  Whenever  the  shop-keepers  in  general  discover 
that  roy  paper  will  answer  as  a  remittance  to  the  principal 
ports,  and  wiH  be  readily  exchanged  by.  the  receivers,  they 
will  as  readily  exchange  it  for  other  people.  When  the 
people  in  general,  find  that  the 'shop -keepers  receive  it 
freely,  they  will  begin  to  look  after  it,  and  not  before.  For 
you  must  know,  whatever  fine  plausible  speeches  may  be 
made  on  this  subject,  the  farmers  will  not  give  full  credit 
to  money  merely  because  it  will  pay  taxes,  for  that  is  an 
object  they  lire  not  very  violently^  devoted  to ;  but  that 
money  that  goes  freely  at  the  store  and  the  tavern,  will  be 
sought  after  as  greedily  as  those  things  which  the  store 
and  the  tavern  contain. 

Still,  however,  your  objection  remains  good,  that  the 
trafficing  in  which  the  greater  part  of  the  community 
engage,  do  not  require  sums  so  large  as  twenty  dollars. 
This  I  shall  readily  acknowledge ;  but  you  will  observe, 
that  there  is  infinitely  less  danger  that  notes,  which  go  onlj 
through  the  hands  of  intelligent  people  will  be  counterfeited, 
than  small  ones  that  come  to  the  possession  of  illiterate 
men.  When  public  credit  is  firmly  established,  the  littlo 
shocks  it  receives  from  the  counterfeiters  of  paper  money, 
do  not  lead  to  taaterial  consequences  ;  but  in  the  present 
ticklish  state  of  things,  there  is  just  ground  of  apprehen- 
sion. Besides  this,  the  value  of  paper  will  depend  much 
upon  the  interchanges  of  it  for  specie ;  and  these  will  not 
take  place  when  there  is  a  circulation  of  small  paper. 
Lastly,  I  have  to  observe,  that  until  more  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  the  revenues  required,  I  dare  not  issue  any 
very  considerable  amount  of  this  paper,  lest  I  should  be 
run'upon  for  more  than  I  could  answer ;  and  as  the  circu- 


fne  ROB£itT  MORRIS. 

lation  of  what  [  dare  issue,  by  increasing  tbe'  general  mass, 

enables  people  (as  far  as  it  goes)  more  easily  td  get  hold  of 

other  nx>ney,  it  consequently  produces,  in  its  degree,  that 

object  of  facilitating  taxation,  which  I  had  in  view. 

I  am.  Sir,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    TRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Ilnanoe,  October  7th,  1782. 

Sir, 

Captain  Barney  having  been  detained  until  this  day,  and 
it  being  probable  that  he  will  not  arrive  in  Europe  so  early 
as  I  expected,  I  am  very  doubtful  whether  ic  would  be 
proper  to  send  him  to  the  Havana,  but  think  ijt  would  be 
better  he  should  return  immediately  hither,  because  it  is 
likety  that  the  negotiation  I  proposed  will  consume  more 
time  than  he  can  spare.  His  ship  is  small,  but  she  sails 
remarkably  well,  and  will,  therefore,  give 'us  a  good  chance 
of  being  well  informed  of  the  situation  of  our  affiirs* 

If  there  is  likely  to  be  any  delay  or  diiScuky  in  ^e 
Havana  plan,  it  will  be  best  that  you  endeavor  to  obtain 
the  shipment  of  a  consijlerable  sum  in  Europe  on  board 
some  of  tbe  King's  frigates.  At  any  rale,  we  must  have 
money,  and  I  think  you  may  v^ature  fifty  thousand  dRpmaa 
by  this  vessel.  You  will  see  that  Captain  Barney  is  put 
under  your  directions,  and  is  to  wait  your  instructions;  but 
1  must  at  tbe  same  time  inform  you,  that  Congceas  have 
directed  his  ship  to  be  purchased  and  sent  lo  France, 
among  other  things,  for  the  purpose  of  obtainiQg  a  better 
communication  with  their  servants,  and  more  frequent  and 
accorate  intelligence  from  Europe.     You  will  see,  tKere- 
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27g 
fere,  the  (Propriety  of  despatebkig  tier  as  speedily  as  pcig. 

sibie,  and  I  tfainfk  we  may,  probably,  fell  upon  vRaya  and 

means  to  t£hrd  you  frequent  opportooities  of  writing  m^ 

a  great  cfaance  of  aecurrty. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


fO    ftfiOROE    WASHUfOTON* 

Office  of  Finftnce,  October  15th,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  have  receiyed  your  letters  of  the  8dy  8d,  and  7th 
initarit.  'There  is  no  man  in  America,  more  heartily 
disposed  than  I  am  to  remove  from  the  army  and  from 
all  others  who  have  daims  on  the  public,  every  just 
ground  of  complaint.  But  with  the  means  in  my 
power,  how  is  it  possible  ?  I  have  been  obliged  to 
submit  to  cancelling  one  contract  and  forming  another, 
at  one  third  advance  on  the  former  price,  for  the  want 
6f  a  mei*e  ttiBe^  compared  with  what  we  had  a  right 
to  expect.  I  am  in  advance  on  credit  to  an  amount, 
which  you  can  scarcely  form  an  idea  of,  although  I 
have  declined  every  expenditure  not  indispensable. 

That  part  of  the  late  arrival  of  clothings  which  is 
unfit  for  soldier's  use,  is  now  selling  to  pay  debts  con- 
tracted by  the  clothing  department  during  my  admin- 
istration. Among  these  debts  are  twelve  thousand 
dollars  for  needle  work  done  by  people  in  extreme 
indigence.  The  dothing  which  arrived  fit  for  the 
officers'  wear,  was  inadequate  to  the  purpose  of  cloth- 
ing them  all.  The  division  must  have  created  con- 
fusion and  raised  disputes.     If  this  had  not  been  |he 
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c«ie,  still  it  would  have  been  liable  to  the  incobven* 
iencies  attending  partial  payments,  and  we  should  hare 
been  justly  reproached  for  having  broken  repeated 
promises,  that  no  such  payments  should  take  place. 
Congress  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  procure 
money  for  the  army.  My  own  efforts  I  shall  not 
dwell  upon.  If  money  is  obtained,  that  will  produce 
satisfaction  ;  I  am  sure  that  nothing  else  will. 

My  credit  has  already  been  on  the  brink  of  ruin. 
If  that  goes,  all  is  gone ;  but  if  it  can  be  preserved, 
there  will,  in  the  last  necessity,  be  some  chance  of 
making  advances  on  credit  to  the  army,  as  well  as  to 
others.  Thus,  Sir,  you  will  see  that  I  look  forward 
as  far  as  my  distressed  situation  will  adny^ ;  but  after 
all,  if  the  States  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to  make 
greater  exertions,  it  is  difficult  to  see  where  the  thing 
is  to  terminate. 

I  have  this  day  commissioned  Major  Turner  as  Ma-, 
rine  Commissary  of  prisoners,  and  I  trust  he  will  soon 
be  in  capacity  to  prevent  your  Excellency  from  having 
any  further  trouble  on  that  subject. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  sincere  respect  and  esteem,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


'   TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  7th,  1783. 

Sir, 
Since  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  20th  of  Au- 
gust last,  I  have  received  copies  of  a  correspondence 
between  yourself  and  Colonel  Carrington  on  the  sub- 
ject of  specific  supplies.     The  disposition   which  you 
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kftve  ekpressed,  (in  your  letter  to  me,  and  which  in- 
deed breathes  through  your  whole  correspondence)  to 
promote  those  plans  of  regularity  and  economy,  which. 
Congress  have  adopted,  comnaand  my  sincere  ac- 
Irtiowledgements. 

I  perceive  that  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  officers  of  the  continent  and  your  State  on 
the  receiving  specific  supplies,  which  I  attribute  prin- 
cipally to  some  misunderstanding  of  the  matter.  The 
specific  supplies  called  for  by  Congress  in  thisir  several 
resolutions  on  that  subject  are  undoubtedly  receivable, 
and  ought  above  eighteen  months  ago  to  have  been 
received^  on  the  requisitions  which  were  made  at  the 
rates  for  that  purpose,  mentioned.  Such  as  it  may 
now  suit  any  State  to  deliver  on  those  requisitions, 
ought  in  like  manner  to  be  carried  to  account.  But  it 
is  very  clear,  that  they  cannot  be  received  on  account 
of  the  subsequent  money  requisitions.  The  several 
quotas  of  the  eight  millions  asked  for  last  year,  to  sup- 
ply the  current  expenditures  of  the  year  1782,  must 
be  paid  in  cash,  or  what  is  equivalent  to  it,  in  my 
notes  or  bank  notes.  I  cannot  consent  to  receive  any^- 
thifig  else.  It  is  by  this  means  alone,  that  economy 
can  be  established,  order  restored,  and  confusion,  that 
parent  of  fraud,  too  apt  to  introduce  itself  into  public 
accounts,  banished  and  destroyed. 

I  incline  to  think,  that  as  Congtess  have  determined 
to  have  all  accounts  settled  and  liquidated  to  the  end 
of  th€i  year  1781,  your  State  would  rather  choose  to 
attend  only  to  the  money  requisiticn,  and  leave  the 
further  delivery  of  specifics  to  a  liquidation  of  the  old 
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acseouiits ;  but  if  not,  thqre  can  be  no  doubt  but  IIm 
^dfics  wUl  be  receiTod,  and  in  4uoh  ease  I  will  give 
the  gentleman  whom  I  shall  apgtoint  as  Recoivor  of 
taxes  in  your  State^  instructions  how  lo  diqiose  tff 
them ;  but  I  must  again  repeat,  Sir^  thai  I  iriU  aol 
accept  one, particle  of  them  in  abatement  of  the  State 
quota  for  the  year  1782. 

Before  I  close  this  iletter  I  must  take  the  liberty  to 
mention  a  matter,  which  suggests  itsislf  from  one  of 
your  letters  to  Colonel  Carjringlon.  You  tell  him  that 
you  will  continue  the  prohibition  against  sending  'cer- 
tain (things  out  of  the  State^  in  oirder  thatt  he  smy  .pur- 
chase/or  the  United  ^  States  on  better  terms.  ^Now, 
Sir,  while  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  require. .  jugKlee  for  the 
United  States  it  is  equally  my  duty  to  take  care  that 
equal  justice  be  done  to  the  several  ^Sllales9iQdi^ftd^ft^y 
considered,  as  well  9fi  %o  tin^  individuate  which  com* 
pose  them*  I  am,  ther(efore,  to  request  .that  all  such 
restrictions  be  Jtakeo  off.  They  Boiir  people's  miads, 
destroy  the  spirit  of  industry,  impair  by  a  rafiid  4s 
well  as  a  certain  progress,  the  public' wealth  of  the 
State,  producing  a  dearth  of  the  thi«(gs  embargoed) 
evieajtually  enhance  the  pri«9s  t^r  moreth^n  they  comU- 
have  hefsoi  iocresAed  by  imy  o^ier  mode«  WhereAS 
perfect  freedotm  ^makes  iht  people  easy,  heppiy ,  rieh, 
and  able  to  pay  taxes,  and  the  taxes  when ;  paid  loan* be 
eoj^^eo^edamid  a  pl^ty.of  prodMcts,  and  eene^quenlly 
be  expended  to  adifaotagis.  I  aay  a  ^plenty  of  iprodiocis 
becaM«e  I  koo^y  <tlwt  liberty  to  diflipoie  2)f  them  to  the 
^Aateat.advaotage  will. ee^uraf^  men  to  ralee  4hem 
and.  pvodqee  ^ iplMly.  Ywr  .EiieeUeocy  ^iU,  I  bape> 
excuse  reflections  which  arise  from  an  ardent  desire  to 
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pMmote  the  general  welfare  and  happiness  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 
I  hate  the  honor  to' be,  Sec. 

•ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   HA^OR   eSNQlUL  QRESNB. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  17th,  1782. 

Dear  Sir, 

1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  of  September,  for 
which  1  pray  you  to  accept  my  acknowledgements.  Amid 
the  many  distresses  and  cares,  which  await  every  step  of 
Wf  administration,  it  is  a  great  relief  and  consolation  to 
have  met  with  the  support  of  those  who  command  (and 
what  is  more^  who  worthiiy  command)  the  armies  of  the 
United  States.  I  have  felt,  ray  Dear  Sir,  your  efforts  to 
sn[^rt  my  measures,  and  I  know  that  they  have  been 
useful.  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  give  to  you  and 
to  your  brave  army  that  foil  relief,  which  their  conduct, 
their  suflbrings,  and  above  all,  their  patience,  have  merited. 

I  had  intended  to  supply  their  subsistence,  and  the  little 
contracts  in  Virginia,  from  the  quota  of  that  State,  as  the 
money  there  collected  would  have  been  nearest  the  spot 
where  it  was  to  be  ap|»Iied.  But  I  need  not  tell  you  how 
deifi^ient  that  Srale  lias  been.  The  consequence  is,  that  I 
must  endeavor  to  supply  the  deficiency  from  other  sources, 
which  I  am  now  doing;  but  in  the  precarious  state 
of  things  at  present,  there  is  no  reKance  to  be  placed  on 
any  measure.  I  suppose,  however,  that  the  evacuation 
of  ^Carolina  wiH  enable  you  to  move  northward,  with  a 
considerable  part  of  your  army ;  these  will,  I  hope,  meet 
the  relief  intended.    I  shall  direct  a  statement  of  the  whole 
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to  be  made  out  by  the  Pay  Master  General,  and  do  wbal^ 
ever  may  lay  in  my  power ;  but  as  to  pay,  my  inviolable 
determination  is,  that  the  whole  army  shall  equally  share 
whatever  is  disposed,  of  in  that  way. 

The  disposition  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  pay 
in  specie,  is  far^  from  being  peculiar  to  that  State.  At- 
tempts of  the  satne  kind  have  been  made  by  others  ;  and 
they  have  invariably  been  opposed  and  shall  be.  There 
is  however  a  distinction  to  be  taken.  You  recollect  that 
Congress  called  for  large  quotas  of  specie.  1  am  per- 
fectly persuaded,  tlial  no  State  has  fully  obeyed  that  call,  but 
many,  and  indeed  alodost  all,  aver  that  they  have  overpaid. 
The  last  requisitions  have  been  for  money ;  and  if  I  ha4 
not  by  the  publications  prevented  such  assertions,  it  wouM 
not  be  surprising,  that  they  should  be  repeated,  even  a» 
lo  the  money  quotas.  Now  if  the  State  of  North  Caro* 
Una  are  desirous  ^f  paying  in  specie,  on  the  requisi^onaof 
specie,  I  shall  not  have  the  least  objection ;  but  on  .the 
requisitions  b»r  the  service  of  the  current  year,  I  will  re- 
ceive money  alone.  I^make  this  disfinction  in  sueb  cleat 
and  peremptory  teroui,  to  avoid  nil  further  cavils  on  the 
subject.  I  see  that  it  has  already  been  drawn  into,  some 
length,  and  must,  therefore,  hD  finally  terminated.  Be* 
sides,  under  the  present  appearances  there  can  be 
litde  doubt,  that  specie,  in  North  CaroU^a  wtU  be  almost 
as  useless  as  if  they  were  in  Oiabeite.  A  copy  of  my 
letter  to  Governor  Martin  on  this  subject  shall  be  eoobsed 
to  you. 

You  have  in  several  of  your  letters,  made  very  just 
observations  on  the  business  of  my  departacient,  and  such 
as  convince  me  you  have  turned  your  attenticiv  to  i^  I 
have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy 
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of  a  letter  to  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  a  mint,  of  one  on 
the  establishing  public  credit  by  funding  our  debts ;  and 
of  a  third,  on  the  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year. 

As  there  is  a  report,  that  the  enemy  got  several  letters  , 
intended  for  you,  it  is  possible  that  some  or    other  of 
those,  may  be  atnoog  the  number. 

I  pray  you  to  bolieVe  me,  with  very  sincere  esteem, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBBRT  MORRIS. 


G£0|10B    WASHINGTON   TO   ROBERT   MOBJIIS. 

Head  Quarters,  October  18th,  1782. 

Sir, 

1  tidce  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  your  care,  a  letter  for 
the  CImvalier  de  la  Luzerne,  on  the  subject  of  e;spen8e| 
wbacb  at  his  request  I  have  incurred,  for  the  purpose  of 
forwarding  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  at 
New  York,  to  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil. 

If  our  oircumstanees  would  admit,  I  should  be  very  glad 
tbat'lUs  expense  should  he  defrayed  by  the  United  States  \ 
it  is  infimtely  short  of  the  debji  which  gratitude  imposes 
on  us.  I  submit  therefore  to  your  judgment,  whether  to 
deUvar  the  enclosed,  or  tc  send  forward  the  money  from 
y«ur  own  funds,  agreeably  to  the  monthly  estimate  sent  to  ti 

the  Minister* 

The  chain  of  expresses  was  instituted  about  the  middle 
of  August,  and  will  probably  be  continued  till  the  sailing 
of  the  French  fleet  from  Boston. 

I  am,  «e. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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GIBGUiiAR   TO   THB    GOVBENOR8   OF   THS    STikXBSk 

Office  of  Finance,  October  21>t,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  bme  on  many  oecasioos  warned  the  States  of  the 
consequences  which  niust  follow  from  ddays  m  8up[dytiig 
the  treasury*  The  expense  which  attends  sucb  d^ays, 
has  frequently  been  mentioned,  and  instances  daily  occur 
to  show,  how  much  the  public  burdens  are  increased  by 
the  want  of  a  timely  provision.  To  cite  them  all  would 
be.  endless ;  but  there  is  ohe  of  no  inconsiderable  magni- 
tude, which'  I  think  it  proper  to  state  for  your  consideradon. 
I  had  contracted  on  the  paf  t  of  the  United  States  for  the 
supply  of  rations  to  the  main  army,  at  ten  pence  Pennsyl- 
vania currency,  and  Co  the  garrison  at  Wetet  Pbint  for  nine 
pence  half  penny,  and  hard  agreed  to  pay,  al  the  com'* 
meneement  of  each  month  for  the  issues  of  the  precediiig 
month. 

These  beneficial  contracts  bav<e  been  dissolved  by  my 
inability  to  make  punctual  payments^  wbieb  rendered  the 
contractors  incapable  of  performti^  their  engagements* 
After  many  ciflbrts  on  my  part  to  supply  the  want  of  cash, 
and  on  their  part  to  subsdtote  private  credit  and  promises 
in  tbe  place  of  ready  money,  they  found  it  impractieable 
to  proceed  ibrthcr  on  the  moderate  terms  stated  in  the 
contract.  Some  of  ttiem  told  me  so,  and  asked  (what  any 
persons  in  their  situation  would  have  ariced)  the  promise 
of  indemnification  for  any  domagee  they  might  sustain. 
And  a  promise  to  pay  at  the  end  of  each  month,  one  half 
the  amount  of  issues  for  the  preceding  moMh  m  coin,  and 
three  times  the  remaining  half  in  bills  or  notes  receivable 
in  taxes.     They  offered  if  1  would  agree  to  these  proposi- 
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tioQs,  to  go  on  aD4  svipply  the  anqy ;  but  declared,  that 
if  il  would  iidt»  tbey  coold  no  loc^^  periorm  ibeir  eogqge- 
meoto. 

FjTom  this  .moment  I  was  obliged  tp  consider  ^the  con- 
tr4ket  as  diesolv^ed ;  because  the  .dissolution  of  it  appeared 
ii#vil^le.  I  had  already  by  entering  into  the  contract, 
promised  on  th^  part  of  the  public,  a  payment,  of  the  whole 
money  due  6>r  the  monthly  issues.  A  new.  promise  of 
the  half  would  have  given  no  additional  security,  and 
therefore  I  considered  that  stipulation  as  a  reqi^t,  that  I 
.i^Mld  4>n  my  private  and  personal  honor,  assure  them 
the  public  fiisds  would  enable  roe  to  make  such  payments. 
But  of  this  I  bad  no  good  prospect.  The  greater  part  .of 
whiat  Ititle  came  in  <  from  taxes,  was  the  same  ki.nd  of  paper 
with  that  which  they  asked  for,  being  what  I  had  long 
before  issued  for  other  services.  If  indeed  I  c^ild  have 
trusted  the  a^urances  made  to  rai^j  I  might  have  given  tbie 
assurances  ire%uired  by  4hem.  ;But  e?i;perieuce  bad  taught 
i^e  oautiofH  and  the  event  has  shown,  that  if  I  had  made 
the  promise,  I  shouki  tiow  have  been  chargeable  with. false- 

hpod. 

I  tbiftk  the  contraotops. were. prudent  in  requiring  a  pro* 
vme  of: indemnification:;  their  sitdalion  made  it  i^ec^ssa^y ; 
bMt  it  was  a  pioiiiise  wbieh  I  cotdd  not  make,  for  fikhougjh 
I.  bad  reason  to  confide  in  tb^ir  integrity  and  would  have 
done  it  in  my  priinate  capacity,  yet  as  a  *pi»blic  officer,  ,1 
ooukl  not.  iFor  thisre  would  have  been  iiM>  longer  oer- 
tatnty  of:the  esientco  wbieb  their  expendil»tres  might  jiave 
been  carried,  after- it  should  have  become  a  matter  of  in- 
dWevence  ito  tkeir  priieaAe  inlerest  wibatifiriQesisboHld  be 
given  {for  siAppIies. 

•Thus,  Sjr,  I  ifmindi  mjiraetf'  reduced  toi  the  alternative  of 
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making  a  new  agreement  for  subsistence  of  the  army  and 
garrison,  or  of  leaving  ttiem  to  subsist  themselves  by  mili- 
tary collection.     The  latter  was  to  be  avoided,  if  possiUei 
fer  it  would  have  been  the  most  expensive  mode  of  obtain- 
ing supplies,  not  to  mention  other  circumstances.     The 
former,  therefore,  was  to  be  adopted,  and  I  accdNKngljr 
gave  instructions  to  Mr  Cornell,  the  inspector  of  the  con- 
tracts, to  consult  with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  take 
the  necessary  arrangements.     It  could  not  be  expected, 
that  a  contract  dictated  by  necessity,  could  be  made  on 
economical  terms,  and  the  inability  to  perform  old  engage- 
ments would  necessarily  influence  the  rate  of  new  ones. 
Besides  this,  it  w^s  indispensably  necessary  to  obtain  a 
longer  credit,  because  otherwise  the  burden  would  have 
been  shifted,  not  removed ;  and  the  evil  nmist  have  re- 
tirrned  with  equal  speed  and  greater  magnitude.     Under  . 
such  unfavorable  circumstances,  it  was  necessary  to  pay 
for  a  credit  in  order  to  obtain  it.     A  new  contract  is  made, 
and  the  rations  issued  how,  are  to  be  paid  for  three  mondis 
hence,  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  pence,  Pentisylvania  currency, 
for  a  ration ;  which  is  an  advance  of  about  one  third  upon 
the  former  price.     The  public  therefare  wiii  pay  for  this 
advance  of  moneys,  equtil  to  feeding  the  army  at  the  rale 
of  thirtylhree  and  one  third  per  cent  for  three  n[K)nths ;  or, 
to  make  the  matter  more  simple,  th^  must  pay  for  feeding 
them  three  months,  as  much  as  would  have  fed  them  four 
months.     Besides  this,  the  public  credit  sustains  materia] 
injury,  and  damages  will  be  expected  by  the  former  oon^ 
tractors. 

If,  Sir,  it  shotJ^M  be  supposed  that  this  is  the  only  in- 
stance of  loss  sustained  from  the  low  state  of  the  treasury, 
it  is  a  great  mistake.  >  The  attempt  to  establish  economi- 
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cbI  systems  is  vain,  unless  we  can  suftport  them  by  yuncr 
tvality*  Congress  have  placed  me  in  a  situation  where  I 
a«n  exposed  in  the  first  instance  to  claims  and  demands, 
but  those  must  come  home  to  the  several  Legidatures,  and 
evepiuaily  to  their  constituents.  Aly  situation,  therefore, 
HRikes  it  a  dioiy  to*  expostulate  freely  on  the  circumstances 
oittiy  department.  I  am  not  to  learn. tliat  free.represen- 
tstions  will  sometimes  give  aShnco,  and  I  know  that  those 
will  be  always  most  ofiended,  who  are  most  in  fault ;  but  I 
itKake  no  apologies  for  what  I  have  to  say*  It  is  iseceasary 
ll^it  the  troth  should  be  known  to  the  people }  to  our  eoe- 
mies  it  is  knol^n  already,  and  has  been  for  a  long  time. 
They  hold  up  to  contempt  and .  derision  the  contrast  be« 
ttufeeo  resolutions  to  carry  on  the  war  at  every  .expense*, 
aod  receipts  of  nothing  in  some  States,  and  very  little  in  all 
of  them  put  together.  Those  who  court  public  favor  at 
tbe  expense  of  public  good,  are  very  apt  to  inveigh  against 
taxes,  and.  to  flatter  the  indolent  and  avaricious  with-  the 
idea  that  war  can  be  carried  on  without  labor  or  money. 
But  it  is  time  for  the  people  to  distinguish  between  tbeir 
flatterers  and  their  friends.  Sooner  or  later  tbe  current 
expense  must  be  paid,  and  that  payment  must  come  from, 
the  purses  of  individuals.  Jf  it  were  made  in  season,  it 
would  he  lighter  by  one  half  than  it  is.  Congress  have 
called  for  a  certain  sum,  and  that  sum  paid  punctually 
would  have  answered  tbe  purpose,  but  they  cannot  be 
responsible  for  the  consequences  of  delay.  The.  expease 
will  necessarily  in  such  case  exceed  tlieir  calculations, 
and  of  cotirse  further  smuis  must  be  re<|iiired. 

There  are  certain  arguments,  Sir,  which  ouja^t  not  to  be 
uaedJf  it  is  possiUe  to  avoid  them  ;    but  which  every  one 
invested  with  public  authority  should  si^e^  to  bis  own 
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mindy  for  the  government  of  his  own  conduct.  How  icng 
13.  a  nation,  who  wilt  do  notiiing  for  itself,  to  reiy  on  the  aiii 
of  others  ?  In  a  war  waged  by  one  country  to  obtain  reve- 
nue from  anotlier,  what  is  to  be  expected  in  case  of  con- 
quest }  How  long  will  one  part  of  a  community  bear  the 
burden^  of  the  whole  ?  How  long  wilt  an  army  undergor 
want,  in  the  ^hidst  of.  plenty  ?  How  long  witt  they  endure 
misery  without  complaint,  injustice  ^  without  reproach,  and 
wrongs  witliout  redress?  Tliese  are  questions  which  can* 
not  be  solved  by  arhhmetical  calculation.  The  moi*al 
causes  that  may  procrastinate  or  precipitate  events^  ar%« 
tiidden  from  mortal  view.  But  it  is  within  the  bounds  of 
Iniman^  knowledge  to  detcrmtoe  tliat,  all  earthly  things  have 
some  limits,  which  it  is  imprudent  to  exceed ;  otberr, 
wtiich  it  is  dangerous  to  exceed,  and  some,  which  can 
never  be  exceeded.  It  is  possible,  tliat  we  are  near  the 
close  of  this  war,  and  perhaps  we  are  only  in  the  middle  of 
it.  But  if  the  war  should  continue,  we  have  to  blame  our«> 
selves ;  for  were  those  resources  called  into  action,  which 
we  really  possess,  the  foreign  enemies  would  soon  lose  aR. 
liopf ,  and  abandon  their  enterprise.  The  greater  injury, 
therefore,  wliich  we  sost^iin,  is  not  from  foreign,  but  from 
domestic  enemies ;  from  those  who  impede  the  necessary 
exertions.  I  have  mentioned  one  among  many  instances, 
to  show  the  consequences  of  withholding  the  public  reve<- 
nue,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  observe,  that  it  would  be 
more  manly  to  declare  at  once,  for  unlimited  submission  to 
British  tyranny,  than  to  make  bpecious  declarations  against 
it,  and  yet  take  the  direct  road  to  bring  it  about,  by  oppos- 
ing the  measures  for  our  defence.  That  open  declaration 
will  doubtless  be  restrained  by  the  fear  of  general  resent* 
meot }  but  the  other  conduct  is  so  much  the  more  dan** 
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gerouft^  Qs  it  i$  ealculiWd  to  cbse  people's  ey^»  wbUe  they 
approach  the  preeiptcB)  that  they  may  be  ihi^ovvQ  doisin 
with  greater  ease- and  more  absolute  cert&inty. 

I  trust,  lliat  youj*  Eycellency,  and  every  odier  friend  to 
our  cogntryi  will  urge  (b^'ward  that  speedy  and  effsctaai 
collecition  oftaxcs)  whidi  can  alope^give  vigor  and  stability 
to  all  our  measures ;  and  I  ri$k  nothing,  when  I  nsseit,  tlmt 
the/fMiblic  service  sliall  be  performed)  (if  the  proper  reve^- 
Ques  be  obtained))  at  less  then  Italf  of  what  would  otbei^c 
wise.be  expeoided. 

I  ami.Sir,  wjth  fieriect  reepeqt,  8ic» 

ROBERT  MQSRIS. 


TO   THE   eOYEBNOI^   Of    RHODH  ISLAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  24th,  1782. 

Sir,  .  ^  ' 

My.  circular  letter  of  theSSd  instant,  contninis  tbe^esti* 
mates  and  requisitions  for  the  service  of  the  yetr  1788.  I 
must  take  the  liberty  to  make  a.few  observations  cm  tbem^ 
which  apply  particularly  to  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Islanil. 
In  the  ktters  to  Congress  of  the  29th  and  30ih  of  Jti)y 
last,  copes  of  which  were  transmitted  in  my  cirettfar  letter 
oftlie  12th  of  September,  I  have  so  folly  ex pressi^d  my 
sentiments  on  the  subject  of  credit  and  loans,  that  I  stlaX 
not  repeat  them.  Your  Excellency  will  |!)erceive,  that  in 
the  Act  of  the  16th  instant,  althotiglv  the  estimate?  amount 
tO'six  millions,  yet  only  two  are  requin>d,  and  that  flirtliei' 
reqinsitions  a|pe^us|)ended  until  the  rettiltof  measures  foff 
obtainjog  loans  shall  be  known.  It  i%  unnecessniPy  to  men** 
tion,  that  Congress  have  directed  an  attempt  to  borrow  (bwf 
miUioDS. 
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The  propriety  of  this  step  w\\\  be  self  evident^  when  the 
fate  of  their  requisitions  for  the  present  year  is  considered. 
The  suras  brought  in  from  the  several  States  being  regu- 
hv\y  published  in  the  gazettes,  will  spare  me  the  pain  of 
repeating  them.  I  say  tlie  pain,  because  every  such  repe- 
tition will  have,  in  some  degree,  the  air  of  reproach.  It 
must  be  remembered,  that  the  duration  of  the  war  does 
not  depend  upon  Congress.  This  is  an  invaded  country; 
invaded  for  the  purpose  of  conquest.  And  Jbetween  oppo- 
sition and  submission  there  is  no  middle  line;  The  idea 
of  submission  is,  and  ever  ought  to  be,  rejected  with  dis- 
dain. Opposition,  therefore,  becomes  a  mailter  of  neces- 
sity ;  and  that  opposition  involves  expense. 

There  is  then  a  certain  degree  of  expense  that  cannot 
be  avoided.  And  this  must  be  provided  for.  The  esti- 
mates being  formed  under  the  Idea  of  money  in  hand 
to  pay  for  services  required,  they  are  stated,  as  low 
as  possible.  .  It  appeers,  thereibre,  that  the  six  roilKons 
inentioned  in  the  estimates  must  be  had.  It  appears  from 
tb^  experiments  already  made,  that  the  people  are  either 
unwilling  or  unable  to  pay  die  whole  in  taxes;  and 
whether  want  of  power  or  inclination  be  the  true  cauae^  is 
immaterial  to  the  present  inquiry^  for  the  fact  is  clear. 
Now  there  are  but  four  modes  of  obtaining  the  sufqpii^. 
Either  they  must  be  given  to  us,  or  lent  to  us,  or  raised  by 
taxes,  or  taken  by  force.  As  to  the  first,  we  can  place  no 
^ctpeodenoe  on  it ;  and  as  to  the  last,  it  is  nether  the  most 
eonstituiional,  the  most  econoniical,  &or  the  most  pleasing 
way..  « Necessity  may  justify  it,  bat  it  will  be  very  difficoit 
to  justify  the  necessity.  The  supplies,  therefore,  must  be 
obtained  by  loans  or  taxes ;  so  that  if  tliey  cannot  be  ob- 
tained by  loans,  taxation  is  the  only  resource  3    and  in  that 
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cdS0,  ttor^is  no  medium  b^w6en  legal  taxation  and  mili-* 
tary  cx>Ilection.  For  if  we  will  not  submit  to  Great  BMiain,*  • 
K^e^nost  carry  00  the  wm*;  and  if  we  carry  on  ihe  war, 
we  must  obtain  the  means ;  and  if  we  cannot  get  the  means 
abroad^  we  must  provide  them  at  boiTie ;  and  if  we  do  not 
pmvide  them  by  law,  they  mtie^  be  taken  by  force. 

The  inattention  of  the  States  to  the  requisitions  of  the 
United  States,  leaves  Congress  «o  choice  between  loans  and 
m^iiitary  coHections.     Whether  ibey  can  obtain  loans  OMiat 
depend  upon  other  people.    They  canfnot  obtainloans  with* 
out  credit,  and  they  cannot  have  credit  without  funds ;  and 
thef  cannot  get  fuad«  vrithout  the  coiieurreoee  of  the 
States.     They  must  ask  that'  concurrence  before  they 
can  obtaiti  it,  and  they  must  detepmine  on  the  funds 
before  they  can  aak.     The  making  yearly  reqaisitioos 
of  qnotas  to  pay  the  interest  of  public  debts  will  net 
do.     It  is  in  itself  a  futile  measure;  but  if  it  were  the 
b^t  thing  in  the  world,  yet  if  those  who  are  to  lend 
do  not  think  so,  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter.     Now 
the  fact  is,  that  nobody  wilMend  ujion  the  promise  of 
such  reqaisitions.     And  truly  the  •  oompliianees  made 
vvith  those  for  carrying  on  the  war^  give  very  little 
encouragement     It  follows  then,  that  Congress  muft 
ask  for  particular  funds.    They  have  asked  for  one, 
and  It  is  not  complied-  with  by  two  States  out  of  thir- 
teen.    Shall  Congress  then  adhere  to  the  demand  ;  or 
shall  they  «ehange  their  application  ?     If  they  shooM 
change  it,  could  they  expect  that  there  would  not  then 
be  one  or  t;wb  opposing  States  ?     To  answer  the  ques- 
tion let  it  be  inquired,  what  objeiets  of  taxation  can  be 
devised,  to  which  exceptions  cannot  be  made  ?   Surely 
there  are  nene. 


Let  it  be  inquired  next,- whether  tt^re  iflk  any  object, 
•80  ucexceptiooable  an  that  which  tbey  have  fixed  upon  ? 
The  answer  is,  no.  li  follows  then,  that  in  chuogin^ 
the  appUcetioi^  there  would  be  less  prospect  of  suoceaff 
than  at  present  *  Congress  then  must  adhere  to  their 
requisitions;  and  if  that  fund  be  npt  granted,  we  cao- 
not  expect  loana*  But  it  is  deoionatrated  by  experi- 
ence,: that  we  cannot  get  3ttfficient  taxes*  We  cer- 
tainly cannot  get  rid  of  the  wai^,  and  therefore  the 
people  must  have  JJbeir  property  taken  by  force«  The 
necessity  will  justify  this.  But  as  I  said  before,  who 
will  justify  the^(neceA$ity?  Surely  (he  authora  of.it 
ehpuld  thiftk  of^thatin  eeaaoft. 

Will  It  he  a  auffieieot  justification,,  to  tAy  IhM  the 
demand  .of  Cotigress  as.  nnam^^iiuiioik^  ?  If  a  thing  be 
neither  wrong  nor  forbidden  it  OMist  be  ad«ii«0)b)e^ 
&Mch  a  requifsition  is  •  utawheife  forbidden,  arid  ther^*- 
fore  it  is  ad  no^ilsible  if  it  be  not  vtrroflg#  Now  it  can- 
not be  wroog  to  do  that  wbieh  one  is  obliged  lo  do^ 
be  the:aet  wbtt  it  may.  Akid  Coa^^ss  are  obliged  to 
BMbe  such  re^uiaitioiMi.  But  further  it  must  be  a^ 
mitted,  that  they  are  not  contrary  to  the  mfiv^l  law^ 
Supposing  then,  fg(p  argument's,  sailte,  that  tbe  /ibing 
asik^^d  fpr,  WiCuild  Jf  granitied  be  cocitrary  to  the  cMr 
federation*  .  If  so^  the  grant  would  alter  tjlie  eonfede* 
ration*  But  .the  grant  ia  noi  to  take  .effeeli  wither 
general  coa$Qnt.  The  c^federatioo  waa»fojrmed..by 
general  <!onsent,^  and  by  gei^eral  consenit  it  may  be  al^ 
tered.  The  reqiuitfirioni  tberefiiwre,  if  .eoniplied  with» 
will  by  that  Vj9ry  coflaplianee  become  ftonstiiutionnl 

But  it  may  perhaps  be  anggestecl^  that  the  five  per 
cent  impost  will  not  be  sufficient  for  ik»  object  m 
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vtew.  This  most  be  acknowledged,  but  what  mfer- 
ence  is  lo  be  drawn  from  thence  ?  Not  that  Congress . 
sthoold  ask  for  more.  Under  the  circumstances  in 
whiSh  they  are  placed  it  is  difficuU  to*  ascertain  Vvhat 
line  of  conduct  is  to  be  pursued.  If  they  ask  further 
revenues  it  may  be  said,  that  there  is  weakness  in 
framing  new  demands  before  old  ones  are  complied 
with.  Every  fund  will  meet  with  some  opposition, 
and  e^ery  opposition  encieiuf ag^es  pew  opponents.  The 
evil  presses  hard.  Public  credit  is  at  the  last  gasp,  or 
ratheK  it  is  expired.  N^'  ohly  Br«  we  to  expec%<  a 
formidah^le  eUmor  fi<ewi  the  abused  and  iAJured  ^cred* 
ilfots,  but  there  is  reafliy  very  H^tle  hope  of  olHaini'Dg 
foreign  l^ns.  For  how  can  it  be  expected,  that' a 
R^^ublie  w^thoillt  funds  should  persuade  fdret^ners  to 
lend  them  moneys  while  its  cm^  citizens,  wbo  have 
ftlveady  lent^  theiirs;'  e«n  nerithier  olMin  the  interest, 
nor  aDy  solid  *seeurify,  eitb^  for  imereat  d^r  prin- 
cipal. 

This,  Sir,  k  an  ofajecf  t4  great  magmfude^  and  one' 
whMii  dji^tly  or-  iildim^tfy  concerns  every  inhabitant  of 
the  Unlted^Stote^i  IPhe  €ft<l$cal  situation  «fe  stand  in,  has 
refMiered  >it  necessary  hfp  iCokigres^  to  deinafrd  •  a  d^eided^ 
anewer*  No- time  is  to  be  lost,  for  if 'thte' revomiei  caittiot' 
be  obtained,  tb<e  public  creditors  me^t  be  told  so  in  plaim 
tenhs:  The  'ettbrti  to*  b6trow>  Airther  suffl^  must  cease  of 
co<«se,'ftttd  then  ih^  wbofe  weight  of  ttie  war  mustfall  on* 
the  people,  in  one  mode  bi«  the  oth^r.  If  is  a  very  serious' 
qucstioi^,  whether  the  little  applause,  which' individnkls  may 
^aiin  by  specious  declamations  arid  publicatit)Afs  should  over 
balan<^e  every- considerait6n  of  naftionat  safbty.  Tlris  serbus 
and.  important  questiiMi  your  Legislature  is  nowj  by  the 
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representa^ves  of  all  Amema,  most  soleraniy  colled  on  to 
deeide. 

I  amy  Sir,  mtb  perfect  respeet,  youi>  Excdlency's  inost 
obedient  and  homble  servant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

TO   B.    PJlANKIilN. 

Office  of  Finance.  October  27th,  1782f. 

Sir, 
I»do  myself  the  bonor  to  eoelose  the  copy  of  a  paper, 
transmitted  to  me  by  the  Governor  of 'yii^inia.  The 
clathing  there  mentiooed  is  41  part  of  those  supplies  for 
the  State  of  Virginia,  whitih  the  Court  of  France  have 
chained  to  the  United  States.  You  will  recollect  the 
discussions  o^  the  sul^t.  It  is  with  »  very  sin- 
cere desire  to  remove  ev4(ry  disagreeable  trace  of  them> 
tliat  I  have  agreed  to  a  proposition  made  me  by  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  in  his  letter  dated  in  CoiuieU 
Chamber  on  the  33d  pf  September  last,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extract.  ^'The  regulations  you  have 
entered  into  for  clathiag  the  conftineata!  army  wilL 
render  useless  to  the  Sta.te  a.  quaptiiy  of .  necessaries 
now  in  France^  furnished  by  his  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty ;  as  the  terms  we.  have  them ,  on>  which  I  have 
before  transmitted  to  you,  are  such  as  will  make  the 
payment  easy  to  the  United  Stales,  we  shall  he  obliged 
to  you  to  lake  ^hem  off. oi)r  hands,  apd  take  the  debt  so 
far  as  they  go  on  the  States*  You  will  have  a  copy 
of  the  invoice  enclosed,  by  which  yoo  will  see,  that 
they  will  be  useful  and  necessary  for  the  army,  which 
will,  I  hope,  induce  you  to  oblige  tl^e  State.''    The 
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enclosed  referred  to,  is  that  above  mentioned.  I  make 
no  doobt,  that  the  Court  will  choose  to  consider  the 
whole  of  these  supplies  as  advanced  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States.  And  therefore  there  is  so  ihuch 
the  less  objection  to  taking  a  part  of  the  goods.  As 
for  the  remainder,  I  think  it  better  for  Congress  to 
adjust  the  matter  with  Virginia  than  to  plague  the 
King's  Ministers  with  altercations  about  it. 

I  am^  Sir,  your  most*  obedient  and  humbl#  servant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE    GOVERNOR    OF    CUBA. 

Philad^phia,  November  27th,  1782. 
Sif, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  present  to  you  Mr  John 
Brown  of  this  city,  whom  I  have  charged  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  with  the  negotiation  of  bills  e:t 
your  port,^  to  the  amount  ■  of  two,  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  .These  bills  will  be  drawn  On  Messrs  J.  L.  & 
L.  Le  Couteulx  &  Co.  at  Cadiz^  I  have  already 
taken  the  proper  measures  for  placing  in  their  hands 
the  necessary  funds.  I  presume  that  the  actual  state 
of  things  will  render  it  as  convenient  (either  4o  your 
Excellency  on  the  part  of  the  King,  or  to  the  mer- 
chants) to  purchase  bills,  as  it  will  be  to  the  United 
States  to  sell  them.  The  risk  which  attends  .  sending 
of  money  to  Europe,  will  probably  have  raised  the 
excbat)ge  so  considerably,  as  to  compensate  the  risk  of 
bringing  it  hither.  This,  I  confess,  is  the  principal 
reason  with  me  for  adopting  ^is  measure. 

I  shall  highly  esteem  any  favorable  assistance,  which 
VOL-  XII.  38 
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your  Bxcdlfency  may  be  pleased  to  afford  Mr  Brown 
on  this  occasion ;  and  I  persuade  myself  ihatt  the  inli- 
inatc  connexion  of  interests  between  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty and  my  Sovereign  during  the  continuance  of 
hostilities  against  the  eommoa  enemy,  will  be  a  strong 
inducement  with  you  to  promote  the  service  of  the 
United  States* 
With  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  esteem,  &c.  t 
«  ROBERT  MOXRIS. 


TO    THOMAS    BARCLAY,    IN    PAKIS. 

Office  of  Finance,  December  5th,  1782. 

On  the  2Sth  of  ftlay  last,  the  United  States  in  Congress 
resolved,  that  a  Commissioner  be  appointed  to  liqoidate 
and  finally  settle  the  accounts  of  all  the  servornts  of  the 
United  States,  who  have  been  intrusted  x^itb  the  expendi- 
ture of  public,  moneys  in  Europe.  Qn  the  29ih  of  July 
last  it  was  resoH'ed,  that  the  resolution  of  the  28tlvof  May 
be  reconsidered,  and  on  motion  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
said  resolution.be  committed.  On  the  iStb  of  November 
last,  on  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom,  upon  a  recon- 
sideration the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  May  last  was  refdr- 
red,  it  was  resolved  thiat  a  commissioner  be  appointed  by 
Congress  with  full  power  and  authority  to  liquidate  and 
finally  to  settle  the  accounts  of  all  the  servants  of  the 
United  States  in  Europe ;  and  to  commence  and  prose- 
cute  such  suits,  causes  and  actions  as  may  be  'necessary 
for  that  purpose^  or  for  the  recovery  of  any  property  of  the 
said  United  States,  in  th$  hands  qf  any  person  or  persons 
whatsoever.     That  the  said  commissioner  be  authorised  to 
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appoint  one  or  more  clerks,  with  such  aUowance  as  be  may 
tbink  reasonable ;  and  that  the  said  commissioner  and 
clerks  respectively  take  an  oath,  before  some  p^son  duly 
authorised  to  administer  ati  oath,  faithfully  to  execute  the  ^  i 
trust  reposed  in  them  respectively.  On  the  same  day  yon 
were  elected  the  commissioner,  and  it  was  resolved,  that 
Congress  would  hereafter  make  adequate  provision  for  the. 
sard  commissioner,  according  to  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  services  which  he  shall  perform.  And  on  the  20th  of 
November  last  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Finance  be  directed  to  instruct  the  commissioner  for  settling 
the  public  accounts  in  Europe,  to  take  proper  measures  for 
adjusting,  without  delay,  the  accounts  of  M.  de  Beaumar- 
chais,  or  Roderique  Hortales  b  Co.  and  to  report  such 
settlement  to  Congress ;  that  order  may  be  taken  for  the 
payment  of  tlie  bahmce,  if  any  shall  be  justly  due ;  and  that, 
in  the  meantime,  net  farther  remittances  or  payments  be 
made  to  M.  de  Beaumarcbais  or  Roderique  Hortales  & 
Co.  by  viiiueof  any  former  resolution  of  Congress. 

Enclosed  herein,  you  will  find  a  commission  authorising 
you  to  act  in  this  business ;  and  I  shall  now  endeavor  to 
give  you  such  explanations  and  directions  as  may  be  neces^ 
sary  for  the  aceompHshment  of  it,  consistently  with  tbe 
views  and  intentions  of  the  United  States  m  Congress.- 
You  will  undoubtedly  remark,  tha't  no  sum  is  fixed  upon 
as  the  compensation  (or  this  duty ;  the  reason  of  which  is 
apparent,  that  until  the  completion  of  ft,  neither  the  nature 
nor  extent  can  be  perfectly  known.  This  might,  perhaps, 
have  induced  a  monthly  or  annual  stipend,  to  any  other 
commissioner,  but  as  your  other  duties  may,  and  probably 
will,  occupy  a  part  of  your  time  and  attention,  which  must 
neveribejess  be  indeterminate,  so  it  follows,  that  no  pohitB 
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could  be  properly  assumed,  by  which  the  reasonable  extent 
of  such  a  stipend  could  be  known.  I  have  reasou  to  be- 
lieve, that  it  is  in  the  intention  of  Congress  to  make  a  gene- 
rous all6wance  for  the  performance  oT  this  service  ;  and  I 
am  persuaded,  tliat  by  attention,  assiduity  and  the  faithful 
exertion  of  your  talents  and  abilities,  you  will  merit  their 
j'egard. 

The  appointment  of  your  clerks,  as  well  as  the  ascer- 
taining their  number  and  reward,  are  left  to  your  discretion. 
You  will  on  this  occasion  consult  the  principles  of  true 
economy,  which  dictate  the  employing  as  many  persons  as 
are  capable  of  performing  the  service  and  no  more ;  the 
taking  care  that  those-  employed  are  capable  of  performing 
the  business  committed  to  themi,  and  the  obtaining  such  a 
number  of  such  persons,  on  the  cheapest  terms,  for  which 
tbey  QViti  be  procured.  But  the  worst  economy  in  the 
world  is,  to  empby  improper  men.*  That  you  may  be 
enabled  to  form  a 'judgment  of  the  talents  necessary  to  a 
clerk,  you  will  observe  that  Congress  in  their  ordinance  of 
the  11th  of  September,  1781,  for  regulating  the  treasury 
and  adjusting  the  public  accounts,  ordained  and  declared 
that  the  clerks,  the  nuinber  of  whom  should  be  regulated 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  should  be  appointed  by 
the  Controller.  That  it  should  be  their  duty  ta  examine 
all  accounts  which  should  be  committed  to  them  by  the 
eontroHer,  to  correct  all  errors,  and  4o  note  in  writing 
what  may  appear  exceptionable,  either  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  charges  or  the  validity  of  the  vouchers,  and  transmit 
the  accounts  with  their  remarks  to  the  auditor.  And  that 
the  party  for  himself,  and  the  clerk  on  behalf  of  the  public 
should  be  heard  before  the  auditor.  From  the  nature  of 
the  commission  intrusted  to  you,  it  follows  that  you  must 
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both  commit  the  accouDt  to  tiie  olerk  and  afterwards  audit 
it,  as  well  as  finally  determine  en  and  adjust  it ;  which  last 
is  done  here  by  t|)e  controller,  except  in  cases  where  the 
appointment  of  a  commissioner  has  been  necessary,  with 
authorities  similar  to  yours.  It  is  to  be  apprehended,  that 
the  accounts  will,  in  many  instances,  be  exhibited  to  you 
informally  ;  and  as  it  is  not  only  useful  in  the  first  settling 
of  complicated  accounts  to  adhere  to  settled  forms,  but  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  the  clear  and  easy  understanding  of 
them  after  they  are  settled,  so  it  will  frequently  become 
necessary  to  have  the  accounts  restated,  and  all  the  vouch- 
ers of  them  numbered  by  your  clerks.  And  although  all 
your  own  care  and  attention  witl  always  be  requisite  to  detect 
and  discover  errors  and  fr.auds,  yet  so  much  will  depend  on 
the  accuriipy  and  abilities  of  the  clerks  in  these  investiga- 
tions, that  1  cannot  too  strongly  recommend  to  your  atten- 
tion the  choice  of  able  accountants  for^that  purpose. 

With  respect  to  the  accounts  of  M.  de  Beaumarchafs, 
much  has  been  said,  and  therefore  I  might  dispense,  per- 
haps, with  saying  anything ;  but  as  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  whatever  may  have  been  the  character  of  the 
persons  concerned,  either  for  ability  or  integrity,  the  business 
which  has  passed  through  their  hands  has  not  been  well 
done,  I  must  desire  tJiat  these  accounts  undergo  your 
strictest  scrutiny.  You  will  probably  find  som^  other  large 
accounts  which  merit  a  like  aUention.  In  every  such  case, 
the  observations  made  here  will  be  equally  applicable. 
You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  mercantile  business,  not 
to  know  what,  how,  and  when  commissions  are  ctiargeable 
on  a  transaction.  I  believe  that  knowledge  and  informa- 
tion on  this  subject  will  be  found  very  necessary.  They 
will  be  indispensable  l^hould  it  be  attempted  to  charge  seve- 
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ral  eommissions  oa  the  sam«  thing,  whether  h  be  done 
openly,  as  $uch,  or  covertly,  as  brokerage,  factorage  and 
the  like,  or  still  more  covertly,  for  ineraase  of  original  |!>rice« 
Heoce,  therefore,  it;  will  be  found  necessary  to  consider 
well  tjie  original  prices ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  lameuted  that 
saroplos  of  tlie  articles  cannot,  be  laid  before  you,  because 
many  have  been  received  of  a  quality  not  only  base  but 
despicable. 

It  is  not  possible  al  this  distance  of  time  and  plaqe,  ^ 
ascertain  by  whom  such  articles  were  purchased,  and  in* 
deed  eiany  of  those  wbieh  have  been  i^hipped  have  never 
arrived  ^  under  such  circumstances  it  becomes  your  duty, 
to  requir^i  pcoof  of  the  qualhy  of  suob  articles  as  appear 
obarged  to  the  United  States*  and  the  idea  wiU  naturally 
surest  itself  tibat.  the  character  of  the  party  pakic^  ibe 
charge  will  infioence  the  necessity  of  such  .proof,  as  the 
validity  of  tbe  proof  itself  will  be  influenced  by  the  charac- 
ter of  the  witne8ses% 

Had  these  transactions  been  merely  confined  to  the  pur- 
chase and  delivery  of  goods,  they  might,  perhaps,  easily 
bave  been  investigated,  but  they  extend  themselves  to 
rcaiiy  otiier  things,  atsong  which  is  the  transportation,  imd 
expeesea  incident  to  it*  Undier  this  bead,  two  objects  pre- 
sent  themselves  iounediately  to  view.  First,  whether  due 
c«re  was  lak^n  in  the  ntode  of  transportation  adopted ;  and 
secondly,  whether  the.  expense  has  been  reasonable  or  ex* 
orbitatitii  With  respect  to  tlte  latter,  it  wiU  certainly  be 
your  duly  to  correct  improper  or  exoibitant  charges.  Butt 
in  the  formeir  case,  your  conduct  must.be  directed  by  cir-  ^ 
cti0}i4»lices.in  their  nature  so  various  as  to  admit  of  no  pre^ 
scribed  rule^  wd  tlierefore  I  can  only  recommend  it  to  yoti 
10.  coQflidi  the  iatsrealft  oC  ihQ  UmtedT^^tles  «s  far  as  the 
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principles  of  justice  will  permin  I  know  it  is  unnecessdry 
to  tell  you  that  \\ie  delivery  of  goods  purchased  and  trans-^ 
ported  should  be  shown  l)efore  the  charges  are  admitted  ; 
but  I  must  desire  that  the  evidence  ori  this  subject  may  be 
so  clear  and  plain  as  to  enable  us  to  call  the  receiver  of 
them  to  account.  Cases  will  doubtless  occur  of  loss  by 
the  accidents  of  the  sea  and  by  enemies ;  these  also  should 
be  clearly  proved^  and  the  causes,  as  much  as  possible,  in- 
vestigated. 

Your  coRHnission  will  entitle  you  to  aid  and  protection  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  Committed  to  you  $  and  you 
will  malie  the  necessary  applications  on  the  subject  to  the 
proper  persons,  whenever  cirt^uitistances  shall  require.     A 
primary  object  will  he  to  discover  what  sums  have  ^t  any 
time  or  times  been  paid  to  the  use  of  the  CJnited  States. 
These  can,  I  suppt)^  be  discovered,  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  to  whom  they  have  been  paid,  although  it  is  possi- 
ble that  in  certain  cases  the  persons  by  whom  they  have 
been  paid  will  not  b'e  known  to  ydci.     The  first  Account 
you  form  will  be  a  general  oqe,  under  the  title  of  bans  and 
subsidies  obtained  in  Europe  on  account  of  the  United 
States.    The  debt  of  this  account  you  may  leaver  in  blank, 
but  the  credit  side  will  consist  of  the  sums  paid  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  persons  to  whom  they  ^ere 
paid.    Every  account   of  these  pi^rsons  will,  of  course^ 
be  debited  in  particular 'accounts,  for  the  respective  sems 
so  credited.*  These  sums  then  they  sre  to  account  for, 
and  where  they  have  paid  over  to  others,  such  payments 
are  again  to  be  accounted  for,  until  they  are  traced  to  a 
final  appropriation,  which  will  be  of  tirticles  purchased  for, 
or  services  rendered  to  the  United  States. 

In  the  'course  of  this  investigation,  however,  It  may  hap- 
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pen,  that  in  some  case  of  payment  by  one  to  anoth/&r,  the 
receiver  shall  not  account  properly  ;  on  which  the  question 
will  arjse,  how  far  the  payment  is  to  operate  a  discharge  to 
the  party  by  whom  it  \^as  made.  This  question  admits  of 
so  many  modifications,  according  to  the  varieties  of'  possi* 
ble  circumstances,  that  no  provision  can  be  made,  whieh 
will  be  applicable  to  all.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  best 
to  enclose  for  your  perusal,  the  instructions  on  t)iis  subject 
to  Commissioners  appointed  for  settling  the  old  accounts  of 
the  civil, departments.  You  will  govern  yourself  by  the 
spirit  of  these  instructions,  according  to  circumstances,  as 
they  arise.  I  have  already  observed,  that  the  finjri  appro- 
priation of  moneys  must  be  traced  to  articles  purchased, 
and  services  rendered ; '  but  such  a  general  distinction 
would  not  be  suiBciently  clear  in  the  stating  of  accounts ; 
you  will  place  this  final  appropriatipnj^terefore,  under  one 
or  other  of  these  following  general  heads. 

1st.  Salaries  and  Eocpenses  of  Public  Ministers,  Com- 
missioner^, and  Agenis.  In  this  account  you  will  charge 
all  moneys  advanced  to  any  public  servants  of  the  United 
States  in  Europe  on  account  of  their  salaries  or  expenses. 
.2d.  Clothier  GeneraPs  Department,  In  this  account 
you  will  charge  every  article  of  clothing,  which  may  have 
been  purchased. 

Sd.  Commissary  of  MUitary  Stores^  Department.  In 
this  account  you  will  charge  all  afms,  ammunition,  and  the 
like. 

4th.  Quarter  Master  GenerdPs  Department.  In  this 
account  you  will  charge  tents,  sheet  tin  for  camp  kettles, 
and  other  articles  properly  belonging  to  that  department. 

5th.  Marine  Department.  In  this  you  will  charge  all 
moneys  expended  in  building  or  buying  ships  of  war,  arui 
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fitlijig  ibem  out,  wkb  the  iacidei^lM  .charges ;  ^lao  all  naval 
stores  porebraed  for  tiie  UoUed  Stfttes,  nod  the  like. 

6tb.  Hospital  Department.  In  this  you  will  charge 
aU  hiacraniebls,  medioioest  &c.  be.  apperiaioing  to  that 
departmeiu,  « 

Tth.  Mertke»due  Giemral.  In  this  you  will  charge 
such  articlea^  of  stores  as  do  pot  fall  wUhif»  the  second, 
third,  four ii|»  fifth,  and  sixth  beads,  if  ^ay  suph  there. he, 
and  ^ho  any  articles  vfkifA  you  aiWl  be  douhiful  a»  to  the 
accounl  tliey  ought  to  be  carried  to^        - 

8th.  Trm^part  Swvke*  )frthi»  you: will  charge  the 
pucchase^  freigbtment^^hire,  insurance,  and  the  like,  of  ships 
or  vessefe.  fof  the  purpose  of  bringing  any  articlea  tO;  Ame- 
nea.    •     .      ' 

9th*  Gentmgenii  Service.  In  this  you  will  cimrge  the 
expense  of  land  transportation,  expresses,  storages,  and 
Other  like  afticles;  alsot  all  tibose  tbiogsl,  wbieh  do  not  fall 
pfoperly  .undec  soffve  other  general  head* 

10th.  Prieoners  and  ^merieana  in  Europe.-  In  .this 
you  will  obarge  all  moneys  paid  for  or  to  Amerioan  pria-: 
Qpevd  or  other  Ainericens ;  taking  care  so  to  designate  arid 
specify  these  charges  and  the  parties,  as  .that,  tbofle'^whe 
are  able  may  be  called  oa.  fdr  repayments  The*  eames 
andusual  places  of  abode,  will  as  hv  as  they  are  attainable, 
be  of  importance. 

llth.  Foreign  Officers.  In  this  you  will  charge  all 
sums  advanced  or  paid  Co  foi'etg»  iofficera  eoming  to  or  re- 
turning from  America. 

12th.     Interest  of  Debts.     In  this  you  will  charge  all 
sums  paid  on  the  interest  biUs  of  e&cha^e,  isaii^  fiiom 
the  several  Loan  Offices,  and  any  ojdber  interest  mom^e, 
wbioh'tnay  Iww.been  paid^ 
VOL.  XII.  39 
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Idth.  SUls  ifE^6(Mngt.  In  this  you  will  charge  $A 
sums  paid  on*  biUy  of  efxdi^mgi^,  Atvwn  by  orctftr  of  Gaa^* 
gresBi  *•         . 

h  is  nint  imt^^ible,  tb«t  in  the  <$i:i(ii«e  of  your  businiesS) 
yci)  may  find  it  necessary  to  raise  some  other  such  general 
accounts^  and  if  so,  'you  will  raise  th?m  aoe«Mtlin^ly.  You 
vtiti  take  cai^  td  atiehd  strredy  to  (be  pmfMriety  of  all 
eii^rges  made,  and  to  tl)6  validity  of  tbe  v<iubh^  by  vvbieh 
fhey  are  supported.  You  wHl  exaitiifte  very  particttlarly 
into  the  accounts  of  armed  vessels  fitted  out  in  Europe  <m 
aeicoufit  of  the  United  States,  eigp^eially  of  tliose  wherein 
atiiy  individuals  shall  appear  to  have  been  interestei).  Arid 
you  ^ill  bring  tho^e  pct^ns  to  aceoum,  mto  whose  hiinda 
any  prizes,  or  moneys  for  the  sales  of  prizes,  may  have 
oomej  m  that  justfee  may  be  done  a(6  weHtodie  publie  as 
<o  the  c«|)tors  corieerffiM  therein. 

Wbetieveryou  finally  settle  aft  act^tint,  yMi  uvU  :tafce 
care  to  be  possessed  of  the  several  vooeiiers,  which  ttx^ 
gether  wkh  tiiid  liccouftt  are  tn  be>  tpept  m  youlr  Cdfistdlar 
offiee,  until  funlier  orders;  but  you  will  traosank  qiradru* 
plicate  co]Mes  of  thfe  general  adcoutils  by  safe  cboveyaoeea 
IIS  s6on' ais  posi^ible. 

:  i  afo,  Sir,  your  most  obedtent,  tecj 

ROBERT  MORRia 


^         TOTHB    I>ift£StI>£Iit  •  OF  «OOI>(6Rli8a. 

Office  of  Finance,  l)ecember  Idth,  tttSl. 

".Sir,   ••  •  '        ......  \ 

>  <  On  the  7ihof  January  last,  Congress  were  pleased  to 
peei^vcs'  that '  tt>be : an^imstmc'ion.  to  dub'  Sup^riutsndent  of 
Finance,  to  prepare  ^nd  report  to  'Gohgroitt  m  table  of 
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«flte^  #  which,  ibe  cdiffftront  speoiea  pi  foreigfi  .eow%  fn^# 
Mkely  to  <fjcc«liM«  \*itbin  ite  Uoitftd.Siiirti,  fcNl  he  s^ 
oewed  at  te  lU^^mty  ihus^oC^  Jn  QDofteqtf^noe.pf  iljfc 
resolMQtt^  I  idok  ilw  itb«ny  iq  woftun^iid  ilm  e»i«l)lW*i- 
iD€iH<  of  a  raitti,  «l)icb  ww  agrefd;  H>-  I  l»ve  lafcen  iwiny 
,^l«ps  ilo  ofiiry jliat  j^eftcMion  iM>  afieci,  aod  iiQpM  by  UH^ 
time  to  have  laid  a  satisfactory  state  of  ii.bmofQ  Congf^fifl* 
JMays^;  the  (oauaos  of  wbioh  uced  not  JiDe  4f)u«i<il'aiQd, 
have  hitbcrtOrptiQciwstiQmQd  l;hi$  matter  JbdjmiHl  inyei^pcn^ 
talking-  Buir  tti9f a  nre.  inaQy  r^ 9sona  :i«by  aa  imfn^fii^ 
regylationof  fomgn  coins  $()0Mld  now.ba.  ina4ft<  Ibiia  DQt 
the  \0M iamongitbenii  ibat aUour 4ottari»4ra  r^fM^ gatog 
to  ihe  eaainy  in  aicobwDga  for  l^bigoMt  wbicb  mMflt^ai- 
tuaily  cause  a  i^oaiderabi^  {q3$  and  somv^ity  a>(  atiiiw# 
which  Will  be  severely  felt.  I  take  tlie  liberty,  tbCffftibr^, 
to  suggest  the  following  Am,  .     . 

WhieitodSy  byitHe  liit'oCii^s  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual 
Union,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assennbled,  are  vested 
with  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power  of  regulating 
the  alloy  ^aftdvalaa  of  coins  sfhick  off'by  thrown  au- 
tbocify^or  by  that  .of  t^e  f^^pe^vtive  States  ;^  and  whereas, 
the  several  requisitions  on  the  States  and  tba*i)ublic  ac- 
Qoiiiiia  of  (hpaa  lUnttad  iStatea  are  made  ai!id;kppi.io  doihrs ; 
.  aad  wi>eraaa,.it  is  di.iiiifiDrtanoe,  thtt  uetil  1T)DDe}^be.  «asuad 
by  authorttjf  of  tbe<  Uran^  45tates,  sonie  fi&.«d  propovtkm 
fba  eaiabiishad  betmreeo  (be  difibreat  foreign  eoins)  most 
likiety .  to  Meulftte';  .be-  it,  thenafore  ordained,  bf  the 
UiHted  States  is  Gongreas  asqecribtod,  and  it  b-ordained 
>by  auilv»itgr  of  4bfi  aamei  thiut  fcom  and:  aftisr  Hm  1st  dsiy 
of  Januaryv-m  the  }'!eftr  of  our  Lord,  oner,  thousabd. seven 
hundred  and  eightythree,.£nglilsb  idkieff  coin  be  received 
at  didfateidf  <mte  tfoltat  ttid  a^teen  ninetieths  of  a  dollar 
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by  the  ounce ;  Dutch  silver  cofir  at  the  r«e  of  ^orte  dollar 
and  fifteen  nindieths  by  the  ocmce  ;  French  stiver  coin  ot 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  ahd  fourteen  ninetieths  by  the  ounce ; 
Portuguese  silver  coin  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  ^ind  thirteen 
ninetieths  by  the  ounce ;  English,  Spanish,  anti  Portuguese 
gold  coin  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  dolhirs  ahd  sixtyeight  nine* 
tieths  by  the  oilnee. 

I  take  the  fiberty  to  observe,  Sir,  that  this  estimate  of 
coins  is  founded  upon  the  quantity  of  ailoy,  which  they 
respentti^iy  eoatain.  The  weight  of  each  particular  piece 
current^  anuxig  us  is  so  indeterminate,  that  the  valuQ  by 
tale- cannot  be  fixed  9  but  whenever  the  sates  at  which  they 
gons^bnlHon  are  known,  a  table  maybe  formed  in  each 
.Stele  for  the  tale,  according  to  the  customary  weight  whidi 
prevantsi  ►  /     < 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


OSOBGB   WASHINOTON    TO   BOBl^BTT    BfOJEiRIS. 

Head  Quarterg,  December  20th,  17S3. 

Sir, 
In  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  Congress,  I  some  time 
ainca  directed  an  inscription  with  some  devkes  to  be  en- 
graven on '  the  cannon  to  be  presented  to  the  Coont  de 
-Recbambeau,  and  enclosed  is  a  certificate  of  General 
Knox  relative  to  the  execution  of  the  work  and  its  price* 
/  hi  answer  to  Mr  Biilings^s  application  lo  me  for  his  pay, 
I  infermed  him  I  would  write  you  on  the  sabject,  and  did 
not  doubt  you  would  order  payment  to  be  raadtf. 

1  iiave  the  honor  to  be^  Btc* 
I        .  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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Office  of  Finance,  January  11th,  1783.* 

Sir, 

Oo^tiie  9th  instant,  from  an  investigation  of  Mr  Grande 
aecoum  tb^n  lately  received,  I  foUtid  that  after  making^  dile 
aibwaiice  for  Loan  Office  bills,  &c.  vi^ioi)  might'  soil 
come  upon  him,  my  drafts  and  those  which  I  have  A- 
reioted,  would  exceed  by  sofnetbtng  mo^e  than  six  mittiolns 
(exclusive  of  the  interest  payable  by  bim  hi  Novettiber  on 
the  Dutch  loan)  any  iunds  which  he  could  be  possessed  of. 
It-  appelared  also  by  indirect  information  so  late  as  in  the 
month  of  September,  that  the  loan  opened  by  Mr  Adafios 
had  not  produced  above  three  millions,  so  that  unless  he 
bad  met  with  further  success,  there  would  be  a  deficiency 
of  three  milKons. 

Had  'the  Cocirt  granted  us  twelve  millions  in  the  first 
instance,  had  Mr  Adatns's  loan  producied  mx  roiliions,  had 
Mr  de  Beatimarchais'  bills  been  provide!  for  without  re- 
currence to  the  American*  banker,  or,  finally,  had  the 
heavy  deducftioti  made  by  those  biife  been  replaced,' this 
disagreeable  thing  would  not  have  happened^*'  Presuming 
that  the  loan  of  the  last  year  was  exclusivoly  at  my  dispo- 
sition, I  drew  during  the  year  to  the  amount  of  it,  ^and  I 
am  convinced  that  ail  my  bills,  and  those  drawn  by  my 
authority,  will  have  been  paid.  Kely  on  it,  that  as  I  toM 
you  in  b  former  letter,  I  have  acted  under  the  influence  of  ' 
dire  necessity,  and  this  you  will^  be  convinced  of  by  a  few 
out  6f  many  ciircumstances. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  general  statetrient  of  the  public 
account  until  the  year  1781 ,  on  which  you  ^ill  observe 
that  the  army  was  fed  prineipalty,  though  scantily,  by  the 


• 
specific  supplies  called  for  at  different  previous  periods, 

and  that  tiiere  remainedi in  iitetreasiny  near  three  hundred 

thousand  dollars,  heing  piirt  of  the  monay  wiiich  Colonel 

Laurens  brought  with  him  from  France.     I  alsp  enclose  to 

you  the  copy  of  a  letiei:  wriueo  taCppg^'ess  oo  the  Slat  of 

October,  and  of  its  several  enolostir'es,  .whi^h  wiU  i^^ed,  kk> 

centoaentary ,;  or  if  i|  did,  1  would  only  ad^i  that  I  iHifje 

been  obliged  to  sell  part  of  the  fg^odsi  wbiqh  waved  bere 

from  Holland^  i»  ocder  io  raise  so  cnucU  money  as  wpu)4 

save  my  sinking  ^edii  fron?.  destiHiciiopt     I  would  go  >atp 

a  detail  of.  the  varJPiis  .ni(>«siu;es  purs^^ed  i,q  stkHKhie  Uks 

exertions  of  |he  3tat^.but  to  ido  this  with  aQctvacy^  woi^d 

be  to  give  a  tedious  history  of  my  whole  adAiinistrotion- 

Whatever  .eKpediont^  comkl  sugi^st  itself^ which  migbt  b^ve 

that  desirable  effect)  1  l)9ve  triedy  and  I  da  assui^  you,  tUat 

when  I  look  back  at  the  scenes  I  have  paised  lhff0Mgh» 

tliey  strike  my  own  mi(^  wiih  ii3tOfiiish|«w9nti    >As  soQii  as 

I  can  get  the  accounts  made  up,  I  iifill  tniosmit.  to  you  ibe 

to^sul  of  our  .ex|iendit()res:;  but  to  (rSASmit,  qi^  even  relate 

our  hasarde  a^d  diflSculiiiba,  MK>Mid  b^,  impossible.  . 

Even  at  this  moment  I  am  making  furilier  exertions  to 

bring  our  unw^ieldy  system  .'uito  form,  Mnd  wtifd  off  impei^d- 

ing  evils ;    but  wha|,  the  supqess  may  be,  heaven  .only 

(knows.     Imagine  the  situation  of  a  maoy  who  is  to  dii^t 

the  finances  of  a  country  jilmost  without  revenue,  (for  su^h 

you  will  perceive  ibis  to  be)  surroupded  by  flredit»>rs, 

whose  distresses,  wliile  tliey  incj^ase  tbeir  cJemPC^i  render 

it  more  difficult  to  Appease .  them ;   an  army  eoady  to  dis- 

^  band  or  mutiny  ;  a  government,  whose  .^le.  awthpriiy  oon- 

sisls  in  >the  power  ^f  framing  recommj^ndations.    Suff  ly  it 

is  not  necessary  tp  Add  aqy  colprii^  |o  sujcb  4  pieqe,  99^ 

y«t  Aititit  weuid  ^9iify  nmre  ^m  fiA^y  «<^lil  p«iitt«    The 
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settlement  of  accounts,  long  and  intricate  beyond  compre- 
hension, becomes  next  to'  impossible,'  from  the  want  of  ihat 
auUMn!ity  mlMi  isi«n  Uie  vtrge  of  onniiiilation,  from  those 
confusions  which  nothing  can  dissipate  except  the  com- 
plete  settlement  of  accounts,  and  an  honest  provision  for 
payrtieot.  .         • 

Upon  discovering  the^ifus^ioh  of  ouV  affairs  in  the  mart- 
n'er  already  mentioned,  1  laid  them  before  Congress.  You 
will  knfew^  Ue  reikirtt.  The-  Secretary  of  Foreign^  Aftaiw 
trHl^jrfotiblltesSj'trfiitfsittit  their  Act;  to  tvhich  I  must  add  tWs 
fuHher  iibmmcinication,  ihat  1  e'xpect  my  WHs  will  amount 
10  a  ttilBtefi  wilMn  a  month  from  Ais  date.  There  arfe 
cases,  where  nothihg  worse  cati  be  apprcfhended  froni  a 
measure  ih^n  what  would  inevitably  happen  without  it,  and 
otif  present  |fos1ftOrt  fs  bnfe  of  il^em.  *  An  itiimedlate  cbrn- 
mand  of  money  is  alike  necessary  to  ouf  jVrefsent  existence 
afnd  future  ])rosperls.  In  Europe,  v^hen  this  letter  arrives, 
fisti  vAn  khftt^r  decidedly  whether  we  are  to  expect  peace 
brwiir;  We  must  prepare  for  flic  Imtef*^.  By  so  doing 
«re  may  fowvard  negotirftions  for  peace,  and,*  at  the  worst, 
*?ill  only,  fcafte'inctirfed  Lottie  ttdiHttensd'  expense,  t<*cr*eas 
by  neglecting  h,  wfe  risk  tire  dhance  of  b^^g  taken  un- 
awares, and  paying  very  dearly  the  penalities  of  neglect. 

But;  Sir,  ttptwithstandrng  these  reasons  and  many'dtbers 

wBtjiiStify  every  counsel  and  every  act  however  irreguiinr 

.to*k>ihidt'  re^petrts,  I  nvould  not  draw  dne  *more  bill,  and  I 

woyM  bdkiiy  hazard  evttiy  eoristequence  of  the  oiiiission,  if 

twei«enor  persuaded  that  they  would  be  paid.     On  this 

oecnsion  your  sov^eign  will  expect  your  most  vigorous 

exertions,  afnd  yow  country  Will,  I  trust,  be  indebted  lo 

you  in  a  degree  for  her  ppliticai  existence. 

I  .am,  Sir,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


3 1 2  AOBSRT  MORRIS. 

TO   B.    FRANKLIN, 
Offiee  of  Finance,  Januarj  13th,  1*789. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received,  in  addition  to  those  already  acfcnowJ- 
edged,  jcour  letters  of  the  12tli  of  August,  26th  of  Sepfeni-* 
ber,  and  14(h  of  October.-  I  should,  therefore,  resgukiriy 
have  receive^  two  copies  of  the  contract  entered  into  oa 
the  i6tb  of  Ju^',  between  you  and  the  Count  de-  Vei:geonest 
but  I  suppose  it  has  been  onjiitted  through  mistake  in  both 
the  letters  which  refier  to  it.^  I  lament  this  the  more, 
as  no  one  copy  of  it  has  yet^  arrived,  and,  consequently^ 
the  Congress  cannot  do  wliat  I  am  persuafjed  they  wQu.ld 
on  the  occasion.  But  although  from  this,  circumstance 
they  do  not  make  professions,  yet,  as  f|»r  as  I  know  the 
sentiments  of  that  body,  they  are  penetrated  with  geatilude. 
And  you  hazard  nothing  in  ma^cing  to  thi^  King  the  fullest 
assurances  of  theic  desire  to  repay  the  obligations .  thej^ 
have  received,  sq|^  gi*atify  their  a&ction  for  hi». person  and 
(amify  by  services  and  benefits*  You  will  oblige  mj^  fnucb 
if  (together  with  the  contract  in  question)  you  will  send  a 
stajtement  c^tlie  Farmer-General^s  account^  an4  of  the 
agreement  with  them. 

You  tell  mjB  that  the  Iqssibs  in  it^e  West  Indies  pccfvent 
you  .  from  obtaining  farther  aid.  It  is,  therefore,  to  us  a 
(double  loss.  As  to  the .  precaution  you  g^e  me  abgijt  my. 
banker,,  you  will  find  that  Jbefpre  Jtlie  receipt  of  Mr  Gn^nd'j 
accounts,  I  had  drawn  on  him  beyond  his  funds*  I  have 
this  day  entered  into,  an  explanation  with  tb^^  Minister  on 
tbai  subject,  and  I  encase  you  the  copy  of  my  letter,  as 

*  See  this  contract  in  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congress^  Vol.  HI. 
p.  273. 
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al^E)  of  another  paper  deliven^d  to  him,  which  may  be 
worth  your  attention.  In  my  turn,  I  rely  upon  your 
promise  of  exertion  to  pay  my  drafts.  If  one  bill 
should  be  protested,  I  could  no  longer  serve  the  United 
States. 

.  With  respect  to  the  appreliension  you  express  as  to  my 
bills,  I V  do  not  perceive  the  matter  in  the  same  point  of 
light  with  you.  The  lists  of  my  bills  nre  transmitted  to 
Mr  •Grand  by  various  opportunities,  and  they  wiU  check 
any  which  might  be  forged  or  altered.   '^. 

I  shall  take  due  notice  of  what  you  say  about  your  sal- 
ary, and  will  enclose  the  bills  to  you.  The  amount  will 
depend  on  the  course  of  exchange  during  the  war.  You 
will  be  a  gainer,  and  after  the  peace  you  may  perhaps 
lose  some  trifle,  but  not  much,  because  remittances  might 
then  be  made  in  specie,  should  the  exchange  be  extrava- 
gantly high.  You* will  readily  perceive,  that  although  the 
fluctuations  of  exchange  are  in  themselves  of  very  little 
conse(j|M^nc^  to  the  individuals  who  may  be  connected 
with  government,  they  become  important  at  the  treasury, 
partly  from  the  numbers  of  payments  and  consequent 
amount,  but  more  so  because  they  would  introduce  a  de- 
gree of  intricacy  and  perplexity  in  the  public  accounts, 
whicli  arc  generally  either  the  eflfect,  or  the  cause  of  fraud 
and  peculation.  Besides,  there  is  no  other  way  of  adjust- 
ing salaries,  than  by  a  payment  of  so  much  at  the  treas- 
ury, unless  by  rating  them  in  the  currency  of  every  differ- 
ent country  as  livres,  dollars,-  guilders,  rubles,  &tc.  The 
late  n)ode  of  rating  them  in  ponnds  sterling,  required  a 
double  exchange.  For  instance,  the  number  of  livi'es  to 
be  given  in  payment  of  one  huridred  pounds  sterling  at 
Paris  on  any   given  day,  depends  on  the  then  rate  of  ex- 

VOL.    XII.  40 
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change  between  Paris  and  London,  and  the  value  of  ibose 

Jivres  here  depends  on  the  exchange  between  Paris  and 

Pfailadelpiiia. 

^      I  pray  you,  Sir,  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 

kind  interest  you  take  in  the  success  of  my  administration. 

The  only  return,  which  I  can  make  to  ^our  goodness,  is 

by  assuring  you,  that  all  my  measures  shall  be  honestly' 

directed  towards  the  good  of  that  cause,  which  you  have 

so  long/  so  flkithftilly,  and  so  honorably,  served. 

1  am,  Sir,  be.  « 

'  ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   HR   OKANP. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  13th,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  several  favors  of  the  13th  of  July, 
11th  and  I9lh  of  August,  and  14th  of  October.  The 
contents  are  far  from  being  agreeable,  but  I  thank  you 
for  the  communication  of  them.  If  I  had  been  so  fully 
apprized  of  our  situation  as  I  now  am,  perhaps  I  might 
have  suffered  everything  to  be  ruined,  rather  than  have 
risked  my  bills.  But  if  that  had  been  done,  more  men 
^ould  have  blamed  than  applauded  my  conduct.  J  have 
gone  into  a  full  explanation  with  M.  de  la  Luzerne,  and 
although  he  cannot  as  Minister  approve  what  is  done,  he 
has  too  much  sense  not  to  see  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  it. 

It  will  be  very  useful  both  to  you  and  me,  that  we  should 
know  exactly  the  state  of  our  affairs,  but  I  cannot  acquire 
that  knowledge  by  any  comparison  of  accounts  in  my  pos- 
session.    You  I  think  will'  be  able  to  do  it,  and  for  your 
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assistance  I  send  the  following  information*  There  have 
been  issued  from  the  several  Loan  Offices,  bills,  at  thirty 
days'  sight,  for  eight  millions  four  hundred  and  thirtyone 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  livres;  bills  at  sixty 
days'  sight,  for  one  hundred;  and  twentyfive  thousand  livres ; 
and  bills  at  ninety  days'  sight,  for  one  million  thr^e  hun- 
dred and  sixty  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  rtinetyone 
livres,  thirteen  sous,  and  four  deniers.  An  examination 
of  your  books  will  show  at  once  how  much  of'  these  sums 
remains  unpaid.  There  have  been  issued'  bills  on  Mr 
Laurens  and  Mr  Adams  in  Holland,  for  five  hundred  and 
fortyseven  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixtyfour  guilders 
and  two  thirds ;  and  there  have  been  issued  on  Mr  Jay, 
for  four  hundred  and  fiftyeight  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twentysix  dollars^  A  proper  inquiry  will,  I  suppose,  obtain 
the  amount  of  payments  on  all  these  bills,  and  tl^sn  you 
will  be  possessed  of  the  state  of  things  so  fully,  that  you 
can  apprize  me  of  facts  sufljoient  for  my  information. 

From  the  be^t  information  I  have  been  able  to  collect 
on  the  subject,  my  bills  have  very  considerably  exceeded 
your  funds,  but  I  trust  that  you  htive  been  possessed  of  ad- 
ditional  funds  for  the  acquittal  of  them  in  due  season.  I  do 
everything  that  I  can,  and  shall  expect  that  you  will  exert 
yourself,  to  aid  Dr  Franklin.  On  those  exertions  I  place 
much  reliance  ;  being  with  sincere  esteem,'  Sir^  your  most 
obedient,  tec. 

ROBERT  MOrWS. 
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TO   U.   DS   LA   LUZSRNE. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  13th,  1783. 
Sir, 

Id  the  close  of  our  conversation  on  the  11th  instant, 
your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  request  that  I  would 
recapitulate  to  you  in  writing,  the  reasons  why  my  bills 
bad  exceeded  the  fuods  in  possession  of  Mr  Grand,  by 
about  three  millions  and  a  half  of  livres.  1  undertake 
this  task  with  pleasure,  but  I  will,  premise,  that  in  the 
course  of  this  letter  (seeking  clearness  more  than  pre- 
cision) I  will  not  trouble  you  vfith  an  attention  to  fractional 
sums,  but  ratber  to  round  numbers. 

You  will  remember,  Sir,  that  shortly  after  your  arrival 
in  this  country,  the  Congress,  while  they  continued  i^mt 
drafts  for  interest,  added  a  number  of  other  InUs  on  Dr 
Franklin,  at  a  long  sight,  which  they  du*ected  to  be  sold ; 
and  urged  by  their  necessities,  and  relying  on  the  success 
of  measures  then  just  undertaken,  tb^y  drew  other  bills  at 
a  long  sight  on  their  Ministers  in  Spain  and  Holland* 
Before  this.tbey  had  drawn  bills  on  Dr  Franklin,  in  favor 
of  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  for  nearly  three  millions,  of  which 
two  millbns  and  a  hdf  were  payable  in  June,  178^  The 
amount  of  all  these  biUs,  exclusive  of  those  to  M.  de  Beau- 
marehais,  was  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  millions. 
How  great  a  proportion  of  this  sum  had  been  paid,  and 
how  much  remained  due,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  de- 
termine with  precision,  because  I  had* not  received  the 
accounts,  but  the  best  estimate  in  my  power  was  made. 

Your  Excellency  will  also  remember,  that  from  the 
sketch  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  deliver  from  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  there  was  due  on  the  Dutch  loan  of 
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1781  about  four  rnillious,  or  three  and  a  half  after  de^ 
ducting  the  supposed  expenses  of  that  loan.  I  considered 
•  this  balance  as  sufficient  to  liquidate  what  I  estioiated  to 
remain  due  of  the  several  bills  drawn  by  order  of  Congress' 
as  above  mentioned,  excepting  the  two  millions  and  a  half 
payable  in  June  last.  I  pereeive,  however^  from  Mr  Grand's 
accounts,  that  although  his  Majesty,  among  other  acts  of 
his  royal  generosity,  remitted  the  expenses  of  the  loan,  yet 
the  balance  actually  touched  by  the  banker,  amounted 
only  to  about  two  and  a  half  millions.  Thus  there  was 
a  defieiency  of  a  million  in  what  I  had  relied  upon  tp 
acquk  former  engagements.  It  is  necessary  £or  me  to 
Inention  here,  that  I  had  allowed  also  for  a  supposed  de- 
duction on  account  of  the  Virginia  goods,  but  as  I  had  also 
supposed,  that  fewer  of  the  Congress  bills  remained  un- 
paid than  appeared  afterwards  to  have  been,  so  one  error 
eventually^corrected  the  other,  and  left  the  deficiency  still 
at  a  milfion.  It  is  proper  also  to  observe  further,  that 
althoogh  the  loans  and  subsidies  of  1781,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  twenty  millions,  had  been  principally  em- 
ployed in  the  purchase  of  clolhifig  and  miKiary  stoves,  yet 
the  continuance  of  those  things  in  Emrope  by  various  de- 
hyn  and  mtsebanoes  obliged  me  to  make  provision  for  the 
same  articles  here,  formiDg  th«^y  at  heavy  deduction, 
from  ike  smalt.nDeans  which  weve  at  my  disposal. 

Having  said  thus  much  of  things  prevbus  to  the  year 
1782, 1  romt  now  take  the  liberty  to  semind  your  ExaeW 
lency,  that  I  had  requested  the  sum  of  tweive  urilKoDs  bt  * 
that  yean,  on  the  priBciple^  that  after  deducting  4wo>  millions 
and  a  half  for  M.  de  Beanmarcfaaiis,  the  remaining  nine 
and  s  half  would  be  absohiCely  neoassary^  and  I  then  cbi 
expect  iDucb  more  from  the  States  than,  has  been  received% 
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The  Court,  however,  granted  only  six  millions,  but  I  bad 
every  reason  to  suppose,  that  this  sum  would  be  exclu- 
sively at  my  disposition ;  and  therefore  in  consequence  of 
your  Excellency's  assurances,  and  according  to  your  advice, 
I  drew  twelve  bills  of  half  a  million  each  on  Mr  Franklin, 
in  favor  of  Mr  Grand,  and  I  appropriated  this  money  to 
the  payment  of  what  bills  I  should  draw  on  him  i  excepting 
a  part  which  I  desired  him  to  shi(^  during  the  last  summer, 
when  bills  were  not  saleable,  and  which  I  expected  here  in 
November,  or  December ;  but  as  it  did  not  arrive,  I  con- 
jectured as  the  event  has  shown,  that  no  shipment  was 
made,  and  extended  my  bills  accordingly.  As  to  M.  de 
Beaumarchais'  bills,  I  expected  that  some  arrangement 
might  have  been  taken  with  relation  to  them,  according  to 
our  conversations.  For  although  you  declared  that  you 
had  no  instructions  on  that  subject,  yet  you  saw  with  me 
that  our  funds  would  not  bear  such  a  deduction,  and  the 
line  of  conduct  which  you  advised,  was  precisely  that 
which  I  pursued,  as  I  shall  presently  have  occasion  ta 
mention. 

I  relied  then  on  the  loan  of  six  millions,  and  on 
three  millions  which  Mr  Adams  had  obtained  in  Hol- 
land, 80  long  ago  as  in  September  last  My  appropri- 
ation of  these  sums  was  as  follows.  Bills  drawn  on 
Mr  Grand  In  1782  for  six  millions,  being  the  amount 
of  the  loan  made  by  his  Majesty ;  one  million  negoti- 
ated through  the  Havana*;  half  a  million  which  I  di- 
rected for  payment  of  interest  on  the  Dutch  loan  of 
1r781  ;  andta  million  and  a  half  drawn  for  in  1783,  at 
the  time  I  had  the  honor  to  speak  to  your  Excellency, 
formed  the  amount  of  three  millions  in  Holland,  which 
by  the  Acts  of  Congress  were  exclusively  at  my  dis- 
position. 
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It  was  not,  therefore,  until  the  investigation  of  Mr 
Grand's  acoountSyilliat  I  was  struck  with  the  deficiency 
above  mentioned,  and  which  arose  from  the  difference 
of  one  million  due  on  the  former  transactions  more 
than  I  had  calculated,  and  two  millions  and  a  half  to 
M.  de  Beaumarchais.  The  moneys  which  I  supposed 
to  be  at  my  sole  disposal  were,  I  found,  subject  to  Dr 
Franklin's  order,  and  therefore  Mr  Grand  instead  of 
six  millions  possessed  only  two  and  a  half  towards 
answering  my  bills  drawn  iq  1782.  I  had  written  to 
Dr  Franklin  in  the  manner  agreed  between  us  as  to* 
M.  de  Beaumarchais.  But  the  money  was  paid  before 
the  letter  arrived.  I  should  not,  however,  do  that 
justice  to  Dr  Franklin  which  I  ought,  if  I  did  not 
observe,  that  I  think  he  was  perfectly  right  in  causing 
those  bills  to  be  paid.  You  will  consider,  Sir,  that 
they  had  been  drawn  in  1779,  and  negotiated  for  three 
years,  through  different  parts  of  Europe  and  America, 
on  the  public  faith  and  credit  of  the  United  States.  It 
is  a  very  moderate  calculation  to  suppose,  that  a  thou- 
sand different  people  were  interested  in  the  sum  of 
three  and  a  half  millions.  Protesting  the  bills,  there- 
fore, would  have  sent  them  back  again  from  one 
person  to  another,  affixing  a  stigma  on  our  character 
wherever  they  went.  The  necessary  consequence 
would  have  been,  not  only  a  total  loss  of  credit  in 
Europe,  but  that  no  person  here  would  have  bought 
toy  bills.  The  funds,  therefore,  which  I  could  com- 
mand would  have  been  useless,  and  the  difference 
between  not  having  money  and  not  being  able  to  use 
it  is -immaterial. 

Having  said  thus  much.  Sir,  on   the  reason  of  the 
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deficieDcy,  I  find  it  proper  to  add,  that  the  bills  drawn 
in  December  and  November  amooai  to  two  millions  ; 
whieh  being  at  thirty  da}^'  sight  will  not  be  payable 
nntil  February  or  March  next.  One  million  negoti- 
ated through  the  Havana  on  Cadiz^  thence  to  Paris,  * 
&c.  will  not  finally  be  payable  until  March  and  April. 
And  one  million  drawn  the  beginning  of  this  month  at 
one  hundred  days'  sight,  will  not  fall  due  until  some 
time  in  April  and  May.  On  the  otb^  hand,  any  fur- 
ther success  of  Mr  Adams's  loan  will  apply  for  the 
payment. 

I  trus^from  the  whole  state  of  these  things  your. 
Excellency  will  see,  that  nothing  lias  introduced  any 
disorder  into  these  transactions,  but  the  appropriation 
without  my  authority  of  moneys  intended  to  be  at  my 
disposition,  and  that  this  again  has  arisen  from  the 
utter  incapacity  of  Dr  Franklin  any  otherwise  to 
acquit  the  demands  on  him,  arising  from  expenditures 
made  some  years  before  my  administration.  If  I 
might  venture,  therefore,  to  advise,  it  should  be  that 
three  and  a  half  or  four  millions  were  paid  to  Mr 
Grand  as  an  addition  to. the  loan  of  17S2,  and  then  the 
sum  which  the  Court  may  think  proper  to  advance  for 
1783,  being  clear  of  preceding  transactions,  I  will 
pledge  myself  that  no  act  of  mine  shall  exceed  the 
limits  to  be  prescribed  by  your  Court 

You  see,  Sir,  that  I  rely  on  aid  for  the  current  year ; 
and  this  brings  me  to  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
whieh  I  had  also  the  honor  to  communicate.  You 
observed  on  it  with  great  propriety,  as  a  Minister  of 
France,  that  you  advised  me  not  to  comply  with  it ; 
and  as  a  Minister  of  the  United  States  I  might,  reply, 
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that  I  should  certainly  obey  the  order  of  my  masters. 
At  the  bottom  I  beliete  wc  are  both  agreed.  I  would 
not  put  iny  n^me  to  a  bill  if  I  doubted  the  payment, 
and  you  must  be  convinced  that  it  is  necessary  to 
draw.  Not  to- mention  those  critical  eircumstances  of 
the  army,  whteh.you  are  perfect^  apprised  of,  it  must 
be  remembered  how  important  an  effect  it  might  have 
otk  the  n^oliatioQs  for  peace,  if  we  should  now  neglect 
to  prefiaro  -for  war;  and  mitch.  more  if  we  should  suffer 
any  serious  misfortune.  To  keep  the  army  together, 
in  good  humor  and  prepalred  for  action,  is  a  duty 
which  we  owe  alike  tQ  ourseii^es,  to  our  allies,  and  to 
our  associates  in  the  -war. 

'  I  shall  I  believe  dij^^w  within  a  month  fbt  at  least  a 
million.  You  know.  Sir,  that  the  funds  given  by  the 
States  are  incompetent,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  believe,  that  I  have  done  all  in  my 
power  to  husband  our  means  and  to  increase  them. 
iThat  I.  have  not  talents  €qual  to  this  task  must  be 
lamented  and  forgiven.  It  is  not  my  fault  but  my 
misfortune.  The  share  of  abilities  which  I  possess,  be 
it  what  it  may,  has  been  &ithful]y  exerted.  If,  how* 
ever,  I  have  incurred  censure  on  the  present  occasion, 
it  mi^t  befaecaiiise  I  was  ignorailt  of  what  T  could  not 
know,  and  did  not  perform  what  was  not  in  my  power. 
Lam,  Sir^  with  respect  and  esteem,  &c. 

*  ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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sat  ftMn^  HOHim. 


Offiee  of  Finance,  January  Idfh,  llft^ 

Although  I  have  >iiot  y«i  been  hoooved  with  •■;> 
letlevs  from  3rQur  Excellefieyy  I  cannot  omit  the  oceQ<> 
mon  of  writing,  which  offers  iUeJf  by  Mr  Jefimon. 
Having  already  ^oogratulaled  you  oa  the  aeknowl^ 
edgttm^nt  of  our  independeoee  by  the  States^GoBeraV 
and  Ott  the  rapid  success  of  your  labors  equally  splenn 
did  and  useful,  I  hope  when  (his  letter  shall  have 
reached  your  hands  I  may  have  the  additional  cause  of 
congratulation,  that  the  loan  you  have  opened  in  HoU 
land  shall  ha(*e  been  completed.^  This  is  a  oiraum* 
stance  of  great  importance  tO'  our  country,  and  most 
particularly  so  to  the  dcpariment,  %vfaich  I  baw'e  the 
honor  to  fill.  Whatever  may  be  the  success  of  it, 
whether  general  or  partial,  I  pray  your  Ejceellency  tot 
favor  me  by  every  conv^ance  with  ev<»«y  minute 
detail,  which  can  tend  to  form  ray  judgmoot  ev  en-, 
lighten  my  mind* 

For  the  more  perfect  security  of  our  covrespondence 
I  do  myself  Ibe  honor  to  enclose  the  eountcrpart  of  a 
cypher,  to  the  use  of  which'  you  will  soon  become 
familiarised,  and  I  hope  you  iwrill  be  convinced,  thai 
an}'  confidence  tvith  which  you  pay  honor  me<  shall 
be  safely  reposed  and  uaefuUy  employed  for  the  public 
benefit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO  THE   P11E8IDENT  OF   PEKIISYLVANU. 

Office  of  Finance  y  January  20th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  had  tlie  honor  to  receive  jrour  Excellency's  (ww  of 
*"  -t,  ■  ^^  13th  of  last  evening.  la  answer,  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  convey  to  your  Excellency,  the  painful  informayoo,  that 
those  affairs  of  Congress,  ivbich  relate  to  tlie  poblie  reve- 
nue, are  reduced  to  the  most  critical  situation.  They  are 
now  under  contemplation  of  that  honorable  body^  and  I 
shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  communicating  to  the 
several  States  the  f^suU  of  their  delibjcrajtions. 

h  is  aUo  my  duty^i  Sir,  on  this  occasion,  to  remind  your 
Excellency,  that  on  the  2d  day  of  November,  1781,  the 
Congress  required  of  the  State  ^f  Pennsylvania,  one  mil- 
lion one  hundred  and  twenty^  thousand  aevten  hundred  and 
ninetyfeur  dollars,  as  tiie  quota  of  thtK  State,  for  ihe  et- 
pendkure  of  (he  year  1T82*  This  sum  wis  to  have  been 
paid  in  t^tjual  ^quarterly  proportions,  commencing  on  the  let 
day  of  Apii  lastv  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  mcmioBy  that 
during  the  whole  of  the  year,  1782,  there  lias  been  re- 
eei\'ed  towards  tiie  payment  of  tlii&  quota,  only  the  suin  of 
one  hundred  mnA  seven  thousand  mne  huoorechmd  twenty- 
five  dollars  and  twentyfour  niraettetfas,  b^ing'  leas  itian  a 
tenth  of  the  aiun  required*  It  w  laf  rmfev.avail,'  Sir,  that 
<be  army  \fim  are  the  immeiKate  suferers^  or  the  peofrfe  of 
'Ameriea  whose  national  existence  is  so  immiiiently  has- 
arded,  should  be  told,  that  a  law  has  been  enacted  for 
raising  the  sum  required.  Laws  not  executed,  or  which 
from  their  ntftiire  are  not  to  be  executed^  only  aubslitiita 
deception  in  the  plaes  of  denial.  Congress  can  never  be- 
liBFe,  that  a  State  aerioualy  moans  a  eompiiaoee  with  the 
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demands  made  on  tt,  unless  the  hws  be  such,  that  responsi- 
ble officers  be  stifficientlif  empower«d  to  cdtlect  the  taxes 
by  certain  specified  periods,  and  that  the  Continental  Re- 
ceiver of  taxes  be  empowered  after  such  periods  shall  have 
elapsed,  to  issue  executions  against  4be  persons  and  estates 
of  those  officers  for  any  deficiency^  which  may  remain  of 
the  suAis  payable  by  them  respectively. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &£c. 

ROB£RT  MORRIS.  * 


TO   OSOBOE   WASHIIfGtON. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  21sty  1783. 

Sir, '  / 

1  iiave  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  6(b  and 
8th  instants.  I  have  directed  ibe  Commissary  of  Marine 
Prisoners  to  appoint  a  proper  ageot  at  Dobbs'  Ferjry,  and  I 
hope  for  your  Excellency's  advice  to  him  on  that  occasioB, 
«whtch  be  will  be  desired  to  apply  for.  WtthtHJt  wishing  to 
incur  the  blame  of  too  great  stispieton,  i  take  the  liberty  to 
suggest,  (as  an  additional  reason  for  caution,)  that  moneys 
intended  for  commercial  pursuita^  might  be  transmiiied  un- 
der the  'id€k  of 'relieving  prisoners.  Mr  Skinner  has  n^ver 
yet  conrrnitiDicaCed  his  returns  or  accounts. 

It  was  witi>  very  great  pleasore,  Sir,  that  I  paid  the 
wouey  you  desired,  to  Mr  Adams,  and  I  beg.  you  to  be- 
lieve, tliat  1  sbaU  at  all  times  be  happy  to  facilitate  yoth* 
views.  At  present,  the  negotiation  happens  by  good  luck 
to  minister  slik^  to  your  coavenience '  and  mine.  I  am 
;.very  sorry,  that  you  did  not  make  an  earlier  mention  to 
me  of  your  demands  for  secret  service^  I  would  have  as* 
ticipatafd  your  views,  had  it  not  escaped  <^  my  atteiitiooi  tor 
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bo  the  distresses  of  my  department  wba^  they  may,  tl)is  is 
of  too  much  importance  ever  tok  be  neglected.  I  tliink  it 
best  in  future,  that  a  solid  aiTangement  should  be  taken, 
and  for  this  purpose  I  will  give  directions  to  the  Paymaster 
General  always  to  keep  some  money  in  the  hands  of  his 
deputy,  to  answer  yourdpafts  for  contingencies  and  secret^ 
service.  I  have,  as  you  will  see,  taken  methoda  to  put  the 
deputy  in  cash,  and  then  your  Excellency  will  be  relieved 
from  any  further  care  than  the  due  application.  I  am, 
however,  to  pray  for  the  sake  of  regularity  in  accounts,  that 
your.  Excellency  in  the  warrants  would  be  so  kind  as  to 
specify  the  particular  service  wh^n  on  the  ^contingent  ac- 
count, and  draw  in  favor  of  01%  of  your  family" on  account 
of  secret  services, .  mentioning  tliat  it  is  for  secret  service. 
I  st^all  direct  Mr  Swanwick  to  endorse  the  bills  9in  you  in 
favor  of  ]\Ir  Adams  to  ilie  Paymaster  General,  whose  dep- 
uty will  receive  from  your  Excellency  the  amount. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

ROBERT  MORRIS^ 


TO  THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

O^ce  of  Finance,  January  24th;  1783. 
Sir, 

As  nothing  but  the  public  danger  would  .have  induced 
m^  to  accept  my  office,,  so  I  was  determined  to  hold  it 
until,  iho  da'^ger  was  past,  or  else  to  meet  my  ruin  in  the 
common  wreck.  Under  greater  diificuhies  than  were  a|)- 
prehendcd  by  tlie  most  timid,  and  wyth  less  support  than 
was  expected  by  the  least  sanguine,  the  generous  confi- 
dence 'of  the  public  has  accomplistied  more  than  1  pre- 
sumed to  hope.  , 


CoDgress  will  recollect^  that  I  expressly  alipuliied  to 
take  no  part  in  past  irwisactions.  My  attention  to  the 
public  debtSy  therefore,  arose  from  the  convietion,  that 
funding  them  on  solid  revenues  was  the  last  essential  work 
of  our  glorious  revolution.  The  aeeomplislmient  of  this 
necessary  work  »  among  the  objects  nearest  my  heart,  and 
to  effect  it|  I  would  sacrifice  time,  property,  and  domestic 
•bliss. 

Many  late  'Ciroumstances  have  so  far  lessened  our  ap- 
preliensioas  from  the  common  enemy,  that  my  orrginal 
motives  have  almost  ceased  to  operate.  But  other  cir- 
eamstances  have  postponed  the  establishment  of  public 
credit  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  fear  k  will  never  be  made. 
To  increase  our  debts,  while  tite  prospect  of  paying  them 
diminishes,  does  not  consbt  with  my  ideas  of  integrity.  I 
imist,  tliereibre,  quit  a  siuiatiori  which  becomes  utterly  in- 
supportable. But  lest  the  public  measures  might  be  de- 
ranged by  any  precipitation,  I  wiH  continue  to  serire  until 
the  end  <6f  May.  If  eflectual  measures  are  not  taken  by 
that  period,  to  make  p^rmcnent  provision  for  the  public 
debts .  of  every  kind,  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  appoint 
some  other  man  to  be  the  Stf|)erintenf]ent  of  their  Fi- 
nances. I  should  be  un^Horiby  of  the  confidence  reposed 
in  me  by  my  fellow  citizens,  if  I  did  not  explicitly  declare^ 
that  I  will  never  be  the  mftnister  of  injustice. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO  TBB   PBSSill^NT   OV  CONOaESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  26Ui,  1783. 

Sir, 
A  number  of  those  who  have  contracted  engagements 
^ith  me  will,  I  know,  place  a  personal  reliance  on  me  for 
the  fulfilment  of  tlieni.     As  the  timo  approaches  very  fast ' . 
when  t  am  to  quit  this  office,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  make 
the  neces$ary  preparations.     Among  these,  I  must  place 
the  due  and  seasonable  information,  which  as  an  honest 
man  (  must  convey  to  those  who  have  confided  in  me.    I 
am,  therefore,  to  pray  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy,  con- 
tained  in  tlie  order  of  the  24ih  of  January  last,  may  be 
taken  off.     At  the  same  time,  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest 
to  Congress,  that  the  early  appointment  of  my  successor, 
will  give  hira  opportunity  to  take  such  measui*e»  as  may 
prevent  many  inconveniences  that  might  otherwise  happen.   . 
1  bsfve  the  honor  to*  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


^O   OXOROfi   WASHINGTOK. 

Office  of  Finance*,  February  27th,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  which  was  written  on 
the  24th  of  last  month.  I  should  have  transmitted  it  to 
you  on  the  next  day,  but  contrary  to  my  expectations. 
Congress  enjoined  secrecy.  I  yesterday  wrote  a  letter,  of 
which  I  also  encfose  a  copy,  and  in  consequence  of  it  I 
am  this  instant  informed  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy  is 
taken  off.  I  seize,  therefore,  the  earliest  moment  to  give 
you  the  information. 
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« 

I  do  assure  you^  Sir,  tliat  nothing  would  have  induced 
me  to  take  this  step,  but  a  painful  conviction  that  the  situ- 
ation  of  those  to  whom  the  public  are  indebted  -is  des- 
perate.  1  believe,  ^inperely,  that  a  gre^t  majority  pf  the 
members  of  Congress,  wish  to  do  justice  ^  but  I  as  sin- 
cerely believe  that  they  will  not  adopt  the  necessary  meas- 
ures, because  they  are  afraid  of  offending  then*  States. 
From  my  soul  I  pity  the  army,  and  you,  my  Dear  Sir,  in 
particular,,  who  must  see  and  feel  for  their  distresses,  witli- 
(wt  the  power  of  relieving  them. 

1  did  flatter  myself  that.  I  should  have  been  able  to 
procure  for  them  tlmt  justice  to  which  tliey  are  entitled  ; ' 
and  in  the*  meantime,  I  labored  to  make  the  situation  as. 
tolerable  as  circumstances  would  permit.  For  tlie  assist- 
ance whjph  you  have  kindly  afforded  me,  I  pray  you  to 
accept  my  thanks,  and  to  be  assured  that  I  shall  ever 
retain  on  that  account  the  most  .grateful  emotions.  My 
thai.ks  are  due  also  to  all  our  officers,  for  I  know  that  un- 
wearied pains  have  been  taken  to  give  them  disagreeable 
impressions,  and^  I  am,  therefore,  doubly  indebted  for  the 
just  sentiments,  which  amid  so  many,  misrepresentations 
they  have  constantly,  entertained.  I  hope  my  successor 
will  be  more  fortunate  than  I  have  been,  and  that  our 
glorious  revolution  itiay  be  crowned  with  those  acts  of 
justice,  without  which  the  greatest  human  glory  is  hut  the 
shadow  of  a  shade. 

I  am,^  Sir,  be. 

'     ROBERT  MORRIS, 


DIFLOMAttC  OORllH8POI9D£NC£.  S2$ 

TO   WILLUH   ChKmCUAJ^   m   MADRID. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  4thy  1783. 
Sir, 

.  You  will  probably  recollect  that  Mr  Jay  protested  ten 

biHs  of  excbafflge,  each  for  two  bu^ndrcd  and  twentyfive 

Mexican  dollars,,  of  which  the  list  is  enclosed.      These 

biHs,  with  the  addkkui  of  twenty  per  cent  damages,  amount 

to  two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  for  which  I  have 

this  day  signed  a  set  of  bills  on  you,  wlneh,  to  avoid  the 

dangers  to  which  communication  is  liable,  are  extended  to 

the  eighth  bill.    Tiiis  draft  is  at  six  noonths'  sight,  and  I  am 

to  desire  that  you  will  honor  it,  and  take  youf  reimbursement 

on  Mr  Grand.     The  length  of  sight  may  probitbly  place 

it  at  a  considerable  discount  on  the  excliange  of  Madrid, 

and  it  is  probable,,  also,  that  you  may  draw  on  Mr-  Grand 

to  advantage ;   if  so,  1  conceive  it  would  be  best  to  have 

the  bill  bought*' 

Draw,  on  Mr  Grand  at  the  common  usance,  and  elose 

the  transaction ;  which  I  hope  may  be  tlie  last  of  the  bind^ 

whicii  the  American  government  will    be  coneeroed  in. 

An  additional  reason  foi*  suggesting  this  is,  timt  slimild  this 

bill  go  through  hands  ignorant  of  the  whole  transaction,  it 

may  give  rise  to  conjectnnes,  that  die  former  practice  of 

drawing  is  about  to  be  revived.      I  should  have  drawn  on 

France  or  paid  in  cash,  but  as  the  [tarfy  is  at  Boston,  and 

the  rate  of  the  exchange  unfixed,  it  is  more  conformable  to 

mercantile  usage  to  give  a  new  bill  for  the  principal  and 

damages.     * 

I  am,  Sir,  Sic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    THE   PHEStBSNT    OF    COKORBSS. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  8th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  received  yesterday  afternoon  a  report^  which  is  to 
be  considered  on  Monday  the  lOth  instant,  and  with 
it  I  received  an  order  to  transmit  my  observations. 
The  shortness  of  the  time  obliges  me  to  ask  indulgence 
for  deficiencies  or  inaccuracies.  I  have  always  be- 
lieved that  Congress  were  disposed  to  do  justice  to  the 
public  creditors,  and  I  shall  presume  that  the  power  of 
Congress  will  be  exerted  for  that  purpose. 

There  appear,  therefore,  two  principaLpoints  to  be 
considered. 

I.  What  justice  requires  ;  and, 

II.  What  Congress  have  power  to. do. 

'  To  the  first  I  answer.  Justice  requires  that  the  debt 
he  paid.  The  principles  of  justice  require  that  from 
a  gorvernment,  which  a  court  of  justice  exacts  from  an 
individual.  Government  have  no  right  to  oblige  cred- 
itors to  commute  their  debts  for  anything  else.  Any 
revenues,  therefore,  to  be  pledged  for  the  restoration 
of  public  credit  must  be  such,  that  money  may  be  bor- 
rowed on  them  to  pay  these  to  whom  it  is  due ;  any 
plan  which  falls  short  of  that  object  will  not  do  justice. 
And  no  plan  will  embrace  that  object  unless  it  be  such 
that  under  it  individuals  would  prefer  government 
security  to  any  other.  In  our  particular  situation  it 
appears  clear,  that  such  public  creditor  has  a  complete 
right  to  demand  his  whole  debt  from  Congress,  and  to 
name  the  terms  on  which  he  will  forego  it,  and  that 
Congress  have  a  similar  right  in  regard  to  the  States. 
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In  order  to  determine  on  the  second  question^  viz. 
the  power  of  Congress^  we  must  resort  to  the  confed- 
eration. By  the  eighth  article  it  ^ill  appear,  that 
Congress  have  a  right  to  determine  on  the  sum  to  be 
•  paid  by  the  States,  and  the  time  of  payment;  and  that 
this  sum  is  to  be  paid  by  the  States  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  value,  or  an  estimation  to  be  made  in 
the  mode  to  be  appointed  by  Congress.  It  is,  there- 
fore, in  the  power  of  Congress  to  call  for  payment  of 
the  whole  debt  by  any  day  ;  such  for  instance  as  the 
1st  of  January ;  and  to  have  a  valuation  made  some 
'  previous  day;  such  for  instance  as  the  I  at  of  Septem- 
ber. The  right  of  Congress  is  petfect,  and  the  duty  to 
pay  absolute.  It  appears  necessary  that  this  power  be 
exerted  in  the  most  decisive  form,  and  that  whatever 
general  plan  o{  &tidXie!6  may  be  adopted,  the  concur- 
rence of  each  State  in  such  plan  should  be  admitted  as 
an  alternative  for  not  paying  her  apportioned  quota  of 
the  whole  debt.    My  reasons  are  these. 

1st.  It  will  not  be  believed,  that  Congress  have  no 
power  to  do  justice  until  the  power  which  they  have 
is  exerted. 

Sdly.  The  public  creditors  have  a  right  to  expect 
that  exertion. 

3dly.  Until  it  be  made,  a  compliance  with  the  de- 
mands of  Congress  will  be  considered  by  the  States  a» 
a  matter  of  favor  and  not  of  right. 

4thly.  Congress  having  a  right  to  the  whole  money, 
it  follows  that  they  have  the  exdusive  right  to  name 
those  precise  terms  on^which  they  will  commute  it. 

5thly.  Hence  it  follows  that  their  plan,  (be  it  what 
it  may)  must  be  adopted  by  the  States  in  all  its  parts, 
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because   not>e  of  them    can  have  a  rig)it  to   make 
amendments.. 

Sthly.  The  objections  heretofore  raised  against  the 
impost  will  by  this  means  be  totally  done  ^way,  be<* 
cause  each  State  may  at  its  option  either  comply  ivith. 
the  general  plan  or  pay  her  particular  share  of  the 
whole  debt. 

7thly.  If  the  plan  proposed  as  an  alternative  be 
adopted^  it  will  from  the  nature  of  the  cafe  be  an  ex* 
press  national  compact  between  the  United  States  anil 
each  individual  Slate.,  The  revenue  will  have  been 
purchased  by  Congress  and  they  will  have  a  perfect 
right  to  insist  on  their  bargain. 

Sthly.  The  plans  pf  Congress  will  \)y  this  means 
be  greatly  facilitated  in  the  States,  because  the  argu* 
ments  will  apply  to  men's  feelings,  and  they  will  at 
once  perceive,  that  it  is  better,  to  give  a  permanent^ 
revenue  of  six,  than  make  immediate  payment  of  a 
hundred.  Every  term  and  condition/ in  the  plan  will 
then  be  fair,  because  if  the  revenues  be  such  as  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Legislaturo  will  fall  too  ha?ivy  oa 
their  constituents,  they  can  adopt  others,  borrow  on 
their  own  account,  and  pay  in  their  share,  at  the  day 
named.  So  that  the  United  States  will  cither  receive 
the  whole  money,  and  pay  all  their  debts,  or  they  will 
get  solid  revenues  to  fund  the  iwhole,  or  they  will  re* 
ceive  a  part  and  have  such  revenues  for  the  ren^ainder. 

It  also  appears  to  me  that  our  Gituation  requires  the 
utmost  despatch,  and  therefore  I  wish  much  that  the 
days  named  should  be  shorter  than  ilxose  ab^ve  mecv^ 
tioned.  The  Act  of  the  17th  of  last  month  has  boen 
duly  forwarded  to  the  several  $tate^  but  there  will  be 
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no  impropriety  in  taking  a  shorter  mode  of  valuation 
for  apportioning  Xhe  debt,  and  leaving  the  valuation  by 
the  Act  of  the  17th  to  apply  to  tlie  yearly  apportion- 
ments subsequent  to  the  last  year.  Various  modes  of 
making  a  speedy  valuation  might  be  suggested ;  such 
for  instaDce,  at  that  Congress  should  appoint  a  com- 

m 

mis^ioner  for  eaeh  State,  directing  them  to  meet  at 
this  plaice  on  the  1st  of  June  and  determine,  that  the 
valuation  made  by  the  majority  of  those  who  do  meet 
should  be  conclusive.  If  such  a  line  of  conduct  as  this 
bo  pursued,  those  suspicions  as  to  the  integrity  of 
Congress,  which  ill  designing  men  have  endeavored  to 
raise  must  immediately  cease.  And  if  justice  be  not 
done,  poblic  indignation  will  be  pointed  to  the  proper 
persons. 

With  respect  to  the  alternative  which  may  be  pro- 
posed, I  am  sorry  to  find  that  my  ideas  as  to  the  ob- 
jeets  of  revenue  have  not  met  with  the  approbation  of 
Congress.  I  must  be  indulged  in  observing,  that  let 
the  revenues  be  what  they  may,  it  is  indispensable 
that  all  the  collectors  be  appointed  by  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  following  reasons. 

1st.  Experience  has  shown,  tliat  the  taxes  hereto- 
fore laid  in  the  States  have  not  been  collected. 

2dly.  It  is  evident  from  a  consideration  of  their 
modes  of  taxation,  (which  they  are  all  very  obstinately 
attached  to,)  that  they  never  will  be  punctually  col- 
lected. 

« 

Sdly.  The  punctuality  in  the  payment  of  interest  is 
easential  to  public  credit. 

4thly.  As  Congress  forego  their  right  to  insist  on 
the  principal,  it  is  but  just  that  they  should  have  every 
possible  security  for  the  interest. 
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5thly.  As  the  people  are  in  either  case  to  pay  the 
supposed  tax  at  certain  periods,  it  itiust  be  a  matter 
of  indifference  to  what  particalar  man  the  payment  is 
made. 

6thly.  The  objection  raised  in  favor  of  elected  tax 
gatherers,  viz;  that  they  consider  the  .circumstances  of 
the  people^  which  is  saying  in  other  words,  that  they 
are  guilty  of  favor  and  partiality,  is  the  strongest 
reason  why  the  collectors  should  be  appointed  by,  and 
amenable  to,  Congress. 

7thly.  It  is  a  kind  of  absurdity  in  itself,  that  Con- 
gress should  have  a  right  to  the  tax,  and  yet  no  right 
to  send  their  servants  to  receive  it. 

I  pray  leave  also  to  observe,  that  the  revenues  must 
be  co-existent  with  the  debt.     No  man  in  his  senses 
will  lend  on  any  other  terms.     If  the  revenue  be  only 
for  a  fixed  period  of  time,  no  more  can  be  borrowed  on 
it  than  the  price  of  an  annuity  for  such  a  time.     And 
it  has  already  been  observed,  that  money  must  be  bar^ 
rawed  to  pay  the  public  creditors,  because  they  have  a 
just  right  to  their  money.     Another  observation  on  this 
subject  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  impress.     The  more 
clear,  certain,  permanent,  and  increasing  tiie  funds  are,^ 
the  lower  will  be  the  interest  at  which  money  can  .  be 
borrowed.     If  the  funds  be  very  good,  money  may  be 
borrowed  at  four  per  cent,  perhaps  at  three  per  cent. 
If  they  are  not  good  it  will  not  be  procured  for  less 
than  six,  seven,  or  eight  per  cent,  and  perhaps  not  at  all. 
Proper  reflections  on  this  subject  will  naturally  suggest 
themselves,  and  it  will  not  be  forgotten,  that  whether 
the  debt  be  less  or  jgreater,  and  whether  the  interest  be 
higher  or  lower  the  people  must  pay  att. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRKSPpNDENCE.  335 

With  respect  to  the  impost  I  conceive  it  to  be  just! v  ex- 
ceptionaUe,  because  that  an  estimation  ad  valorem  is  arbi- 
trary, and  the  law  ought  in  all  cases  to  be  clear  and  explicit* 
The  impost  on  prizes  need  not,  I  should  suppose,  be  asked 
for,  because  Congi^ss  may  take  measures  for  the  purpose 
themselves  whenever  ,  the  occasion  requires.  I  conceive 
also,  that  a  tax  might  be  laid  on  exports  which,  without 
being  buixlensome,  would  still  be  productive.  Enclosed-  is 
a  list  of  rates,  Which  I  take  the  liberty  to  submit.  I  can- 
not go  into  a  written  detail  of  the  reasons  for  them,  because 
my  time  will  not  permit. 

I  am  told  that  the  principal  objection  to  a  land  tax  is  the 
inequality.  To  obviate  this  objection  (although  I  cannot 
accede  to  the  force  of  it)  perhaps  a  reduction  of  the  sum 
from  one  dollar  to  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  per  hundred  acres 
might  be  expedient ;  and  to  supply  the  deficiency,  a  tax  on 
houses  might  be  adopted,  according  to  the  enclosed  rate, 
which  I  also  beg  leave  to  submit. 

I  must  take  the  liberty  to  declare  my  most  serious  ap- 
prehensions from  the  existence  of  unsettled  accounts  among 
tlie  States.  Everything  which  tends  to  create  or  continue 
them  is  fraught  with  ruinous  consequences.  Keeping  ac- 1 
counts  of  moneys  paid  by  taxes  of  the  States,  and  liqui- 
dating those  accounts  by  after  settlements,  will,  I  fear, 
prove  the  source  of  much  dissension.  It  will  operate  as 
heretofore  in  preventing  the  States  from  paying  anything. 
I  would  pray  therefore  to  submit  to  Congress  the  following 
mode  of  terminating  all  present  accounts,  viz.  that  the  wholo 
sum  paid  or  expended  by  each  State,  for  the  public  ser- 
vice from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  should  be  placed 
'  to  the  credit  of  the  particular  State,  and  each  draw  interest 
on  such  sum.     By  these  means  the  whole  account  would 
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be  equitably  seated  in  the  first  instance.  The  States  which 
are  indebted  on  their  own  pfirate  account,  would  be  able  to 
wipe  off  such  debts  by  an  assignment  of  national  stock. 
And  on  the  fijrst  requisitions  made  by  Congress  for  current 
expenditures,  each  might  make  payment  either  in  part,  or 
perhaps  in  the  whole,  by  a  discharge  of  so  much  of  the 
debt.  Thus  a  degree  of  simplicity  would  be  introduced 
into  our  affairs,  and  we  might  avoid  the  horrors  of  intestine 
convulsions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CEORGIS   WASHINGTON   TO   ROBERT   MORRIS. 

Head  Quarters,  March  8th,  17^. 

Sir, 

Very  painful  sensations  are  excited  In  ray  mind  by  your 
letter  of  the  27th  of  February.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
express  to  you  the  regret  with  which  I  received  the  infor- 
mation it  contains. 

I  have  often  reflected  with  much  solicitude  upon  the  dis- 

a 

agreeableness  of  your  situation,  and  the  negligence  of  the 
several  Slates  in  not  enabling  you  to  do  that  justice  to  the 
public  credkors,  which  their  demands  require.  1  wisli  the 
step  you  have  taken  may  sound  the  claim  to  their  inmost 
souls,  and  rouse  them  to  a  just  sense  of  their  own  interest, 
honor  and  credit.  But  I  must  confess  to  you  that  I  have 
my  fears,  for  as  danger  becomes  further  removed  from 
them,  their  feelings  seem  to  be  more  callous  to  those  noble 
sentiments,  with  which  I  could  wish  to  see  them  inspired. 
Mutual  jealousies,  local  prejudices  and  misapprehensions, 
have  taken  such  deep  root  as  will  not  easily  be  removed. 
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Notwitlistanding  the  embarrassments  which  ^u  have 
experienced,  I  was  in  hopes  that  you  would  have  continued 
your  effi>rts  to  the  close  of  the  war  at  foast;  but  if  }^if 
resolutions  are  absolutely  fixed,  I  assure  you  I  consider  the 
event  as  one  of  the  most  unfortunate  that  could  have  fallen 
upon  the  States,  and  most  sincerely  deprecate  the  sad  con- 
sequences which  I  fear  wiirfoll9W.  The  army,  I  am  sure, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  entertain  the  highest  sense  of 
your  exertions,  will  lament  the  step  you  are  obliged  to  take 
as  a  most  unfortunate  circumstance  to  them. 

lam,;&u:. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS.* 

Office  of  Finanee,*  March  XOth,  1783. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  order  of  Congress  of  the  18th 
of  last  month,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  an  estimate 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  to  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1783,  which  has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  Treasury.  This  anjounts  to  ihirtijfive  millions 
three  hundred  and  iwentyseven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixtynine  dollars  jiftythree  and  one  eighth  ninetieths^  ex- 
clusive of  what  he  calls  the  unliquidated  debt,  being  the 
moneys  due  to  the  several  States  and  to  individuals  in  the 
several  States.     I  beg  leave  also  <o  mention  other  debts 

*  March  12th.  This  morning'  arrived  the  ship  Washin^n,  Cap- 
tain Barney,  with  despatches  from  our  Ministers  in  Paris,  and  with 
six  hundred  thousand  livres  in  cash,  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  of  my  order  in  October  last ; — and  this  day  also  ap- 
peared a  virulent  attack  on  my  public  and  private  character,  signed 
Luenu,  in  the  Freeman's  Journal,  replete  with  falsehodds.»»Z)iary. 

VOL.    XII.  43 
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which  have  not  been  taken  into  the  Register's  contempla- 
tion, namely,  (he  old  contineni<d  bUU  and  arrearages  of 
half  pay.     Congress  will  easily  see  that  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  their  servants  to  state  the  public  debts  with  any 
tolerable  precision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MAJOR    GENERAL   GREENE. 

OffiiM  of  Finance,  Much  14th,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  received  the  other  day  your  letter  pf  the  2d  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  and  am  very  much  obliged  both  by  the  pains 
you  have  taken,  and  the  sentiments  you  have  expressed  in 
favor  of  a  department,  which  I  shall  shortly  be  obliged  to 
abandon.  You  will  before  this  reaches  you  have  seen  in 
the  newspapers  my  letters  of  resignation.  I  shall  not, 
therefore,  go  into  a  detail  of  the  reasons  foir  taking  that 
step,  which  was  as  painful  to  me  as  you  can  easily  eon- 
ceive.  But  I  had  no  alternative.  I  saw  clearly  that  while 
it  was  asserted  on  all  hands,  our  debts  ought  to  be  paid, 
no  efficient  measures  would  be  adopted  for  the  purpose ; 
no  good  plan  agreed  on.  I  felt  the  consequences  of  my 
resignation  on  the  public  credit;  I  felt  the  probable  de- 
rangement  of  our  affairs  ;■  I  felt  the  difficulties  my  succes- 
sor would  have  to  encounter,  but  still  I  felt  that  above  all 
things  it  was  a  duty  to  be  honest.  This  first  and  highest 
principle  has  been  obeyed.  I  do  not  hold  myself  answer- 
able for  consequences.  Those  are  to  be  attributed  to  the 
oppbsers  of  just  measures,  let  their  rank  and  station  be 
what  they  may.     I  expect  much  obloquy  for  my  conduct. 
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because  this  is  what  I  knew  to  be  tbi>  reward  for  any  con- 
duct whatever  which  is  right.  To  slander  I  am  indiffirent, 
and  still  more  indifferent  abont  the  attempts  to  question  the 
services  I  have  rendered,  but  I  feel  most  sensibly  for  your 
situation,  and  for  that  of  every  other  officer. 

The  Congress  have  now,  and  have  long  since  had  under 
their  consideration,  a  due  provision  for  the  public  debts ; 
when  they  will  conclu.de  it,  and  what  it  will  be,  God  only 
knows.  If  it  is  such  as  in  my  opinion  will  do  justice/ 1 
shall  stay  somewhat  longer  in  office  to  know  the  decisions 
of  the  States,  and  if  their  proceedings  are  what  on  such 
an  occasion  they  ought  to  be,  I  shall  spare  no  labor  and 
regret  no  time  in  completing  tl>e  business,  so  that  my 
successor  may  receive  it  from  my  hands  as  clear  and  sim- 
ple, as  it  was  confused  and  embarrassed  when  it  was  under- 
taken. But  if  these  things  do  not  happen,  you  and  every 
other  good  man  will,  I  hope,  acquit  me  for  leaving  a  post, 
in  which  I  am  totally  unsupported,  and  where  I  must  be 
daily  the  witness  to  scenes  of  poignant  anguish,  and  deep 
injustice  without  the  possibility  of  administering  eith^r/elief 
or  palliation.  While  1  do  continue  in  office,  rely  on  every 
support  in  my  power,  and  always,  whether  a  public  or  a 
private  man,  believe  in  my  esteem  and  affection. 
I  am,  very  respectfully.  Sec. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   PBESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  ^nance,  March  17th,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  of 
the  14th  of  December  last  from  Dr  Franklin,  and  the 


S40  HQSBRT  MORIUS. 

tmnslation  of  a  leuer  of  the  15tb  iiistant,  from  ibe  Cbef^« 
alier  de  la  Lucerne.  These,  together  with  tlie  letter  of 
the  23d  of  December  from  Dr  Franklin,  of  which  I  have 
already  submitted  a  copjr,  will  I  trnst  claim  the  atteiition  of 
the  United  States. 

M.  de  la  Luzerne  did  me  the  lionor  to  make  verbal 
communication  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes'  letters,  from 
which  as  well  as  from  those  of  Dr  Franklin  and  from 
other  circumstances,  I  consider  it  as  certain  that  we  are 
to  ex,peot  no  further  pecuniary  aid  from  Europe.  So  late 
as  on  the  9th  of  December  last,  tbe  loan  in  Holland  had 
not  amounted  to  eiglueen  hundred  thousand  florins,  and 
after  the  deduciion  of  the  charges  on  it,  there  were  not 
above  seventeen  hundred  thousand  at  my  disposal.  From 
the  month  of  June  to  tiie  9th  of  December  this  ban  had 
not  increased  half  a  million  of  florins,  so  that  the  most 
sanguine  expectatk>n  will  not  carry  it  beyond  two  millions 
out  of  the  five  for  wliich  it  was  opened. 

Congress  will  recollect,  that  on  tbe  14th  <rf  Septem* 
ber  last  they  ordered  a  loan  of  lour  .millions  of  dollars 
in  Europe,  for  the  service  of  Ji733,  in  nddhion  to  this 
loan,  which  Mr  Adams  had  opened  in  Holland.  They 
will  also  recollect,  that  I  bad  anticipated  upon  those  re** 
sources  about  three  and  a  half  millions  of  livres  during  the 
year  11^2^  And  tbat  diis  anticipation  was  over  and  above 
the  sum  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  florins,  which  we  then 
knew  to  have  been  borrowed  in  Holland.  Allowing, 
therefore,  for  the  supposed  increase  of  half  a  million  of 
florins  or  a  million  of  livres,  there  will  still  remain  of  antici- 
patbn  two  and  a  half  millions  of  livres ;  so  that  of  the 
sum  lent  for  this  year  by  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  there 
will  remain  but  three  millions  and  a  half  of  livres.     Ac- 
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eording  to  the  goihoioq  course  of  exchange,  this  sum  eiinnot 
be  expected  to  yield  more  than  six  hundred  thousand  dollars^ 
Six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  therefore,  with  what  the  States 
will  yield  in  taxes,  form  the  whole  of  our  expectations  for 
the  current  year.  Froai  this  is  to  be  deducted  one  iDonth's 
pay  [already  promised  to  the  arniy,  amounting  by  estimate 
to  upwards  of  two  huudred  and  fifty  lliousand  dollars. 

To  judge  of  our  prospects  for  what  remains,  Ccr^ress 
will  be  pleased  to  observe,  that  the  subsistence  of  our 
officers  is  nearly  twenty  thousand  dollars,  that  tho  ratious 
issued  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  are  about  fifty  thou* 
sand  dollars,  and  that  the  rations  of  the  sotKliern  army  will 
probably  amount  to  upwards  of  twrive  thou&attd  dollars. 
If  to  this  be  added-  the  various  detaciied  corps,  it  will.be 
found,  that  the  articles  of  rations  and  subsistence,  exclu- 
sive of  tl)e  prisoners,  will  form  an  amount  of  about  ninety 
thousand  dollarls  a  month.  My  anticipations  on  the  taxes 
are  so  well  known,  that  it  is  not  neoesssiry  to  mention  diem 
any  more  than  the  other  objects  of  forage,  &c.  which  are 
indispensable.  I  iiave  gone  into  thefe  few  details  merely 
to  elucidate  one  position,  vis.  that  all  the  mpney  now  at 
ourcommand,  and  which  we  may  expect  froni  the  States  for 
this  tioo  months  to  come,  vnll  not  do  more  than  satisfy  the 
varUnu  engagements,  which  wili  by  that  time  have  fallen 
due. 

.  It  is  of  importance  that  Congress  should  know  tlieir  trul$ 
situation,  and  therefore  I  could  wish,  that  a  committee 
were  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Aliuister  of  France. 
My  reason  for  that  wish  is,  that  every  member  of  Congress 
may  liave  the  same  conviction,  which  I  feel  of  one  import- 
ant fact.  That  there  is  no  hope  of  any  further  pecuniary 
aid  from  Europe.    The  conduct  of  tlie*  French  Court  on 
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the  scibject  has  been  decisive.  Some  persons  have  indeed 
flattered  themselves,  that  her  positive  declarations  were 
merely  calculated  to  restrain  our  rashness  and  moderate 
our  excess,  but  these  ideas  can  no  longer  have  place  in 
any  sound  and  discerning  mind.  Her  conduct  has  been 
consistent  with  her  declarations,  and  if  sbe  had  ever  so 
much  inclination  to  assist  us  with  money^tV  w  not  in  her 
power. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  ability  of  nations  or  individ- 
uals, we  can  have  no  right  to  hope,  much  less  to  expect 
the  aid  of  others,  while  we  show  so  much  unwilliugness  to 
help  ourselves. '  It  can  no  longer  be  a  doubt  to  Congress, 
that  our  public  credit  i$  gone.  It  was  very  ^sy  to  fore- 
see that  this  would  be  the  case,  and  it  was  my  particular 
duty  to  predict  it.  This  has  been  done  repeatedly.  I 
claim  no  merit  from  the  prediction,  because  a  man  must 
be  naturally  or  wilfully  bfind  who  could  not  see,  that  credit 
cfmnot  long  be  supported  without  junds. 

From  what  has  already  been  said.  Congress  will  clearly 
perceive -the  necessity  of  further  resources.  *  What  means 
they  shall  adopt,  it  is  in  their  wisdom  to  consider.  They 
cannot  borrow,  and  the  States  will  not  pay.  The  thing 
has  happened  which  was  eoopected,  I  cannot  presume  to 
advise.  Congress  well  know  that  I  never  pretended  to 
any  extraordinary  knowledge  of  finance,  and  that  my  de- 
ficiencies on  this  subject  were  a  principal  reason  for  declin<» 
ing  the  office.  I  have  since  had  reason  to  be  still  more 
convinced  of  my  incoippetency,  because  the  plans  which  I 
did  suggest  have  not  met  with  approbation.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  some  abler  mind  will  point  out  the  means  to  save 
our  country  from  ruin. 

I  do*assure  you,  Sir,  that  it  is  extremely  painful  to  me 
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to  be  obliged  to  address  Congress  on  this  subject.  I  wish 
most  sincerely,  that  I  could  look  at  our  future  prospects 
with  the  same  indifference,  that  others  haVe  brought  ttkem- 
selves  to  regard  them.  Perhaps  I  am  not  sufficiejilSy  san- 
guine. It  is  common  for  age  to  listen  more  to  the  voice 
of  experience  than  youth  is  inclined.  The  voice  of  ex* 
perience  foretold  these  evils  long  since.  There  was  a 
time  when  we  might  have  obviated  the^,  but  I  fear  that 
precious  moment  is  passed. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  I  must  observe  «n  the 
misconstructions,  which  ifien,  totally  ignorant  of  our  afiairs, 
have  put  on  that  conduct,  which  severe  necessity  com- 
pelled me  to  pursue.  Such  men,  affecting  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  things,  have  charged  the  destruction  of  pub- 
lic credit  to  me,  and  interpreted  the  terms- of  my  resigna- 
tion into  reflections  upon  Congress.  I  hope,  Sir,  that  so 
long  as  I  have  the  honor  to  serve  the  United  States,  I  shall 
feel  a  proper  contempt  for  all  'such  insinuations.  I  shall 
con6dently  repose  myself  on  the  candor  of  Congress,  ft 
is  for  them  to  judge  of  my  conduct  on  full  and  intimate 
knowledge.  Writers  for  a  newspaper  may,  indeed,  through 
the  medium  of  misrepresentation,  peryert  the  public  opin- 
ion, but  the  official  conduct  of  your  servants  is  not  amena- 
ble to  that  tribunal.  I  hope,  however,  to  be  excused  for 
observing,  that  on  the  day  in  which  I  wiets  publicly  charged 
with  ruining  your  credit,  those  despatches  arrived  from 
Europe,  which  tell  you  it  was  already  at  an  end.  The 
circumstances  which  I  alluded  to  in  my  letter  of  resigna- 
tion, were  not  yet  known  in  Europe.  It  was  not  yet 
known  that  Rhode  Island  had  unanimously  refused  to  pass 
the  impost  law,  and  that  Virginia  had  repealed  it.  The 
very  delays,  which  the  measures  of  Congress  had  met 
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mx\u  vfere  siiffieient  to  s^ip  the  fouadatioos  of  tiietr  credit. 
And  ne  navr  knove  that  lliey  have  had  that  effect.  When 
those  circumstances,  therefore,  shall  be  known,  it  must  be 
overturned.  I  saw  this  clearly,  and  I  knew  that  until  some 
dain  and  rational  system  should  be  ado|)ted  and  acceded 
to,  the  business  of  this  office  would  be  a  business  of  expe^^ 
dient  and  chicane.  I  have  neither  the  mlents  nor  the 
disposition  to  engage  in  such  business,  and,  therefore,  I 
prayed  to  be  dismissed.  I  beg  pardon,  Sir,  for  thi«  slight 
digression.  I  shall  trespass  no  longer  on  your  patience, 
than  to  assure  you  of  the  veneration  and  respect,  with 
wliidi  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   TBS    RECEIYCBS   07  CONTINBKTAL     TAX£S  IN  THB 

SEEVJBRAL  STAT£S. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  71h,  1783. 
Sir, 

I.enclose  you  an  account  of  the  public  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures  from  the  commencement  of  my  administration 
to  tlic  close  of  Inst  year.  While  in  compliance  with  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  duty  of  those  intrusted  with  expendi- 
tures of  public  money,  I  publish  these  accounts,  I  cannot 
but  blush  to  see  the  sj^ameful  deBciency  of  the  States. 
You  will,  I  hope,  take  occasion  to  make  the  proper  re* 
marks,  and,  indeed,  it  were  to  be  wished  tlJtit  some  able 
writers  would  rouse  the  attention  of  your  Legislature  to 
oiu*  situation.  Surely  the  pride  and  good  sense  of  the 
people  will  combine  in  stimulating  them  to  exert  them- 
selves, so  as  to  stand  on  tbeir  own  feet,  and  not  owe  a 
support  to  the  precarbus  bounty  of  foreign  powe^. 

1  am,  Sir,  be.  ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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CIRCULAR    TO   THE    GOVERNORS    OF   THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  7th,  1788.  . 

Sir, 
I  io  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  Excellenpy*s 
perusal,  and  the  consideration  of  your  L?gislature,  a  state- 
nient  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  years  1781  and 
1782y  so  far  as  the  same  have  iallen  under  my  administra- 
tion. You  will  also  find  enclosed,  the  general  accounts  of 
receipts  from  the  States,  and  subsequent  payments  into 
tlie  treasury  for  the  last  year,  together  with  the  particular 
account  of  your  State  for  that  period.  I  shall  not  trouble 
your  Excellency  with  any  comments  on  these  accounts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  A  COMMITTEE  OF  CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  14th,  1783. 

Gentlemen, 

Since  the  conference  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  you 
on  the  9tb  instant,  my  mind  has  been  continually  occupied 
on  the  important  subject  to  which  it  relates.  IMy  feelings 
are  strongly  excited  by  what  I  wish  for  the  public,  and  by 
what  I  apprehend,  both  for  them  and  for  myself. 

The  two  points,  which  relate  to  my  department,  are  the 
settlement  of  accounts  and  advance  of  pay.  With  respect 
to  the  first,  it  is  now  going  on  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
and  will  be  as  speedily  accomplished  as  can  reasonably  be 
expected.  The  arrangements  taken  on  that  subject  are  bf 
such  a  nature,  that  I  conceive  the- disbanding  of  the  army 
need  not  be  delayed  until  the  settlement  is  completed,  be- 
VOL.  XII.  44. 
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cause  the  proper  officers  may  be  kept  togethe;*,  although 
the  moD  be  dismissed.  The  amouQt  of  three  month's  pay, 
which  is  stated  by  the  General  to  be  indispensable^  is,  ac* 
cording  to  the  estimate,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  From  what  I  have  already  stated  to  Congress,  it 
will  appear  that  the  reliance  for  a  great  part  of  this  sura, 
must  be  on  the  sales  of  public  property  and  the  taxes* 
Neither  of  these  sources  can  produce  much  immediately, 
and  from  the  latter  there  is  but  little  hope  at  all,  unless 
sometbiug  can  be  done  to  stimulate  the  exertions  of  the 
States. 

The  receipts  being  regularly  published,  I  am  spared  the 
necessity  of  disagreeable  ob9ervatiQns  on  that  topic.  To 
supply  so  large  a  sum  as  is  required  is  bitterly  impracti- 
cable, or,  indeed,  to  obtain  any  very  considerable  part. 
The  most,  therefore,  which  can  be  done,  is  to  risk  a  large 
paper  anticipation.  This  is  an  operation  of  great  delicacy, 
and  it  is  essential  to  the  success  of  it,  tliat  my  credit  should 
be  staked  for  the  redemption.  Do  >)ot  imagine.  Gentle- 
men, that  this  declaration  is  dictated  by  vanity ;  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  mention  truth.  I  had  rather  it  had  fallen  from 
any  other  perspilf  and  I  had  much  rather  it  did  not  exist. 
In  issuing  my  note^  to.  the  required  amount,  it  would  be 
necessary  tliat  I  should  give  an  express  assurance  of  pay* 
ment,  and  in  so  doing,  I  should  be  answerable  personally 
for  about  half  a  million,  when  I  leave  this  office,  a'nd  de- 
epen d  on  |he  arrangements  of  those  who  come  after  me  to 
save  me  from  ruin.  I  am  willipg  to  risk  a$  much  for  this 
country  as  any  man  in  America,  but  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  I  should  put  myself  in  so  desperate  a  situation.  To 
render  the  arrangements,  which  that  advance  would  re- 
quire, effectual  in  an  official  point  of  view,  would  be  a  work 
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of  time,  and  the  period  of  my  official  existence  is  nearly 
arrived. 

Disbanding  the  army  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  them 
and  to  the  country,  is  doubly  desirable,  and  although  ex- 
tremely difficult,  Ts  I  believe  practicable.  I  shall  be  very 
ready  at  all  times.  Gentlemen,  to  give  my  advice  and  as- 
sistance to  those  who  maybe  charged  with  that  delicate 
and  perilous  undertaking,  and  I  would  go  as  far  to  effect 
it  myself  as  any  reasonable  man  could  require.  But 
though  I  would  sacrifice  much  of  my  property,  yet  I  can- 
not risk  my  reputation  as  a  man  of  integrity,  nor  expose 
myself  to  absolute  ruin. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  with  perfect  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON. 


Sir, 


Office  of  Finance,  April  16th,  1783. 


I  have  been  duly  honored  with  the  receipt  of  your  favor 
of  the  15th  instant.  I  accepted  the  Marine  Agency,  sim- 
ply with  a  view  to  save  the  expense  of  the  department ; 
but  whenever  a  Marine  is  to  be  established  a  previous 
point  would  be  (in  my  opinion)  to  nominate  a  Minister  of 
Marine,  and  let  his  first  work  be  the  forming  of  those  plans 
and  systems,  which  when  adopted  by  Congress,  he  wodd 
h«ve  to  execute.  For  ray  own  part,  were  ftiy  abilities 
eqaai  to  this  task,  my  leisure  would  not  permit  the  attempt. 

With  respect  to  the  finances,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  as  we 
cannot  increase  our  revenue,  we  must  do  all  we  can  to 
lessen  our  expenditures,  and  that,  therefore,  we  should 
take  off  every  expense  not  absolutely  necessary  as  soon  as 
possible. 
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On  the  subject  of  the  foin,  I  hope  soon  to  make  a  com-* 

munication  to  Congress,  which,  if  approved  of  by  them, 

will  complete  the  business. 

1  am,  Sir,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT   OF    C0N6BESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  23d,  17B3. 
Sir, 

On  the  2 1st  of  February,  1782,  Congress  were  pleased 
to  approve  of  the  establishment  of  a  mint,  and  to  direct  the 
Superintendent  of  Finance  to  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for 
conducting  it.  This  matter  has  been  delayed  by  various 
circumstances  until  the  present  moment.  I  now  enclose 
specimens  of  a  coin,  with  a  view  that  if  Congress  should 
think  proper  to  appoint  a  committee  on  the  subject,  I  may 
have  the  honor  of  conferring  with  them,  and  explaining  my 
ideas  of  the  plan  for  establishing  and  conducting  a  mint. 
Such  plan  when  reported  by  a  committee,  will  more  prob- 
ably meet  the  ideas  of  Congress  than  any  which  I  might 
prepare. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 

-  *^pril79th.  This  morning  when  I  received  the  book  from  the 
office  of  the  Secretaiy  of  Congress,  in  which  the  Acts  of  Congress 
that  respect  this  department  are  entered  every  day,  I  perceived  that 
the  committee  who  had  conferred  with  me  respecting  my  continu- 
jince  in  office  afler  the  last  day  of  next  month,  had  not  reported  the 
whole  of  the  conversation  which  passed,  and  that  the  report  as  en- 
tered on  the  Journals  of  Congress,  mistakes  the  sense  of  what 
passed  on  my  part.  J,  therefore,  wrote  a  note  to  Mr  Osgood,  in- 
forming the  committee  that  they  had  misconstrued  my  sentiments. 
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TO   THE   FRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  Ist,  1783. 

When  I  saw  the  journal  of  the  28th  of  last  month,  I  was 
surprised  to  find  that  the  report  of  the  honorable  com- 
mittee appointed  to  confer  with  me  relative  to  my  contin- 
uance in  office,  did  not  contain  those  ideas,  which  I  had 
endeavored  to  convey.  I  immediately  wrote  a  note  to  the 
chairman  mentioning  'Hhat  the  committee  bad  misappre- 
hended the  conference  on  my  part."  When  the  conver- 
sation passed,  I  had  no  expectation  of  seeing  it  introduced 
into  the  report,  or  I  should  certainly  have  asked  permission 
to  deliver  my  sentiments  in  writing. 

I  am  placed.  Sir,,  in  a  very  painful  situation  and  must 
therefore  entreat  your  indulgent  interpretation  of  what  I 
am  compelled  to  say.  I  had  the  honor  of  two  conferences 
with  the  committee,  and  in  the  mornings  after  those  con- 
ferences, respectively,  made  short  minutes  of  what  had 
passed.  It  is  my  custom  to  make  such  minutes  with 
respect  to  most  of  my  transactions,  and  as  they  were  origi- 
nally intended  merely  to  aid  my  own  memory,  they  are 
not  very  minute  or  particular.  Those  to  which  I  now 
refer  are  contained  in  the  following  words ; 

April  22rf,  1783.  "The  honorable  Mr  Osgood,  Mr 
Bland,  Mr  Peters,  Mr  Madison,  and  Mr  Hamilton,  a  com- 

He  Boon  called,  and  upon  my  repeating  some  material  jiarts  of  the 
conversation,  he  4icknowledged  they  had  been  omitted.  I  requestea 
him  to  call  the  committee  together  again,  but  he  said  they  had  made 
their  report,  and  are  dissolved,  but  he  would  immediately  return  to 
Congress,  have  m;  note  to  him  read,  and  move  to  have  the  report 
of  the  committee  expunged  from  the  Journals.    Diary, 
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mittee  bf  Congress  appointed  to  confer  with  me  respecting 
my  continuance  in  office*  I  toM  them  that  a  letter  from 
Mr  Grand,  gave  a  new  complexion  to  our  affairs  in  Europe, 
and  that  a  frigate  being  just  arrived  in  a  short  passage  from 
*  France  I  expect  further  advices,  which  I  am  de^ous  of 
seeing  before  I  enter  into  this  conference.  I  stated  the 
difficulty  of  fulGUing  engagements,  and  the  danger  of  taking 

» 

any  new  ones." 

April  24^A,  1783.  *<The  committee  of  Congress  called 
this  morning,  in  consequence  of  Mr  G.  Morris  having  told 
Mr  Osgood,  that  he  imagined  I  was  ready  for  a  conference 
with  them.  I  told  the  committee  that  my  mind  had  been 
constantly  occupied  on  the  subject,  from  the  time  they  first 
called  until  the  present  moment.  That  I  see  and  feel  the 
necessity  and  propriety  of  dismissing  the  army  among  their 
fellow  citizens,  satisfied  and  contented }  that  I  dread  the 
consequences  of  sending  them  into  civil  life,  with  murmurs 
and  complaints  in  their  mouths ;  and  that  no  man  can  be 
better  disposed  than  I  am  to  satisfy  the  army,  or  more  de- 
sirous of  serving  our  country,  but  that  my  own  affairs  caU 
loudly  for  my  i^are  and  attention.  However,  having  already 
engaged  in  this  business,  and  willing  to  oblige  Congress  if 
they  think  my  assistance  essential,  I  will  consent  to  remain 
in  office  for  the  purpose  of  such  payment  to  the  army,  as 
may  be  agreed  on  as  necessary  to  disband  them  with  their 
own  cobsent,  be.  But  prayed  of  Congress  to  excuse  me 
from  even  this  service  if  they  can  acconiplish  their  views 
ifi  such  other  way  as  they  may  approve." 

These,  Sir,  are  exact  copies  of  my  minutes  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  although  they  were  hastily  drawn,  yet  I  can  safely 
appeal  to  the  committee  ta  declare,  whether  they  do  not 
contain  what  really  passed,  and  also  whether  I  did  not  (in 
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reply  to  n  question  put  to  me  by  one  of  the  members)  say, 
that  I  expected/  if  Congress  isbould  ask  me  to  continue  in 
office,  they  would  confine  their  request  to  the  ejecting  that 
particular  object  of  satisfying  the  army,  and  would  distio-^ 
guish  if^kom  anything,  which  might  be  construed  into  an 
approbation  of  their  plan  for  funding  the  public  debts. 

I  hope,  Sir,  that  Congress  will' excuse  me  for  picturing 
the  situation  I  was  in,  and  the  feelings  which  arose  out  of 
it.  By  the  Act  of  the  7tb  of  February,  1781,  it  was  de- 
clared  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  Finance, 
<'  to  digest  and  report  plans  for  improving  and  regulating 
the  finances."  Congress  well  know,  that  I  have  from  time 
to  time  attempted  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and  they 
know  jalso,  that  such  plans  have  not  met  with  their  appro-* 
bation.  The  clear  inference  is,  what  1  have  already  de- 
clared both  previously  and  subsequently  to  my  appoint- 
ment, that  my  abilities  are  unequal  to  the  task  I  am  called 
to  perform.  If,  therefore.  Congress  Would  at  any  time 
have  made  a  new  appointment,  I  should  have  consid^ed 
it  as,  the  greatest  favor.  But  since  they  saw  fit  to  continue 
me  in  office,  I  prepared  the  best  plans  which  I  could  de- 
vise, and  finding  tboy  were  not  agreeable  to  the  ideas  of 
Congress,  I  waited  for  the  adoption  of  such  as  migtit  be 
suggested  from  some  other  quarter,  or  originated  among 
themselves.  I  patiently,  but  anxiously  waited  until  the 
34th  of  January  last ;  but  then  a  clear  view  of  those  cir- 
cumstances, which  have  since  followed,  compelled  roe  to 
request  they  would  appoint  some  other  man  to  be  the  Su«* 
perintendent  of  their  Finances,  if  efifectual  measures  were 
not  taken  by  the  end  of  May,  to  make  permanent  proviskm 
for  the  public  debts  of  every  kind.  On  tiie  26th  of  Feb- 
ruary, finding  that  no  successor  was  yet  appointed,  and  tiiat 
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the  plans  of  Congress  were  not  yet  completed,  I  requested 
leave  to  give  due  and  seasonaile  information  of  my  removal 
to  those  who  had  confided  in  me.  By  this  means  I  becanr^ 
pledged  to  the  world,  not  to  continue  in  office  after  the  end 
of  May,  unless  such  measures  as  I  conceived  to  Hb  effec- 
tual, should  be  taken  before  that  period,  to  {irovide  for  the 
public  debts.  On  the  7th  of  March,  I  received  the  report 
of  a  committee  on  the  finances,  with  orders  to  transmit  my 
observations.  These  are  contained  in  a  letter  of  the  8tb. 
On  the  9tb  day  of  April,  (no  plan  being  yet  adopted)  a 
committee  called  on  me  to  know,  whether  three  months' 
pay  could  be  advanced  to  the  army.  I  stated  to  them  the 
incapacity  of  the  public  treasury  to  complete  in  any  short 
period  the  one  month's  pay  already  promised,  as  also  the 
great  anticipations  made  on  the  public  revenue.  And  on 
the  14th,  in  a  letter  recapitulating  the  hazardous  situation 
of  things,  I  informed  them  that  I  believed  the  object  they 
bad  in  view  was  practicable  by  means  of  a  large  paper  an- 
ticipatbn.  On  the  18th  the  plan  was  adopted  for  funding 
the  public  debts. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances,  Sir,  that  I  held  the 
conferences  how  immediately  in  question.  It  was  my  most 
earnest  desire  to  be  dismissed  from  office,  and  I  stood 
pledged  for  it  to  the  public  But  a  circumstance  of  pecu- 
liar nature,  which  ^bad  not  been  foreseen,  now  presented 
itself.  That  army  to  whom  we  were  indebted  for  our 
national  existence  wasTto  be  disbanded,  either  in  extreme 
misery,  or  with  some  little  relief.  Every  principle  of  jus- 
tice and  gratitude  called  loudly  to  administer  it;  but  this 
could  not  be  done  without  entering  into  engagements  be- 
yond our  resources.  The  dictates  of  prudence  would, 
indeed,  have  determined  mo  to  adhere  inflexibly  to  the 
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resolution  expressed  in  my  letter  of  the  94tb  of  Japuary* 
Qy  so  doing  I  hazarded  nothing.     And  as  far  as  my  own 
reputation  was  concerned,  I  could  have  placed  it  in  secu-. 
riij;     For  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  if  solid  arrange- 
ments had  been  taken  to  establish  national  credit,  (bur 

^  times  the  required  snm  might  have  been  easily  obtained. 
No  evils,  therefore,  had  tirisen,  which  I  had  not  predicted, 
and  none  which  it  was  possible  for  me  to  guard  against. 

But,  Sir,  my  conduct  was  not  influenced  either  by  per- 
sonal or  prudential  motives.  A  sebse  of  the  situation  to 
which  Congress  were  reduced,  an  Earnest  desire  to  support 
t()eir  dignity  and  authority,  a  grateful  regard  to  our  fellow 

•  citizens  in  arms,  mingled  with  respect  fdl*  their  sufferings 
and  v'frtues.  These  sentiments,  $h*,  decided  my  opinion. 
I  agreed  for  your  sakes  and  for  theirs  to  enter  into  a  laby- 
rinth, of  which  I  did  not  then,  nor  do  1  now  see  the  termi- 
nation. 

But  I  could  not  do  this,  except  under  conditions 
and  limitations.  The  conditions  were,  that  Congress 
should  ask  my  continuance,  and  pledge  themselves  for  my 
support;  the  limitations,  that  the  objects  of  my  continu- 
ance  should  be  accurately  expressed,  and  that  it  should  be 
confined  to  the  fulfilment  of  such  engagements  as  thote 
objects  might  require.  These  terms  were  expressed  to* 
the  committee,  and  I  am  sure  they  will  do  me  the  justice 
40  acknowledge  that  they  were  so.  Whether  they  were 
reasonable,  and  whether  they  have  been  complied  with, 
form  questions  of  some  importance. 

It  may  be  suggested,  that  asking  my  continuance  would 
derogate  from  the  dignity  of  Congress.     How  far  this  ob- 
servation is^  founded,  will  appear  from  a  resolution  of  the 
2Ist  of  December  last.  .  li  was  not  a  new  thing  to  make 
VOL,*  XII.  45  • 
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such  requests,  nor  was  the  practice  obsoletei  yet  I  should 
not  have  desired  anytbiog  more  particular  on  this  subject 
than  has  been  done  in  the  Act  of  the  2dth  of  April, 
although  far  short  of  what  other  persons  have  received. 
But  surely  it  will  be  admitted,  that  I  had  a  right^o  expeet 
Coogress  would  pledge  themselves  for  my  support  when  I 
entered  into  such  deep  engagements  for  theirs*  VVhether 
the  limitation  of  my  continuance  in  the  manner  just  men* 
tioned  was  proper,  will  appear  from  considering  whether  it 
consisted  with  the  dignity  of  Congress  to  procure  my  tacit 
approbation  of  their  syiStem  for  funding  the  public  debts; 
a  system  widely  different  from  ideas,  which  1  had  ex- 
pressed on  a  variety  of  occasions,  and  in  the  most  pointed 
manner.  Surely,  Sic,  nt  was  not  kind  to  place  me  in  a 
situation  where  I  must  appear  eitlier  to  refuse  the  perform- 
ance of  an  imprtant  public  service,  or  to  break  the  most 
solemn  engagements  and  contradict  the  most  express  decla- 
rations. I  might  dwell  much  on  this  question,  but  the  del- 
icacy of  Congress  will  render  it  unnecessary. 

The  second  question  ts,  whether  the  terms  I  ofiered 
have  been  complied  with.  And  this  question  is  answered 
by  a  bare  inspection  of  the  Act.  Your  Excellency  .will 
pardon  me  for  rnentioning,  that  the  report  and  resolution 
considered  conjunctively,  rather  convey  the  idea  of  a  per- 

« 

mission  to  Itold  my  office  than  anything  else.  I  had  de- 
clared to  die  committee,  and  here  again  repeat,  that  a 
Ipnger  continuance  would  be  extremely  disagreeable  to 
me,  and  that  nothing  but  the  particular  circumstances 
already  mentioned,  could  induce  my  consent.  1  must  add, 
that  under  the  resolution  in  its  present  for!b  I  cannot  stay. 
I  shall  detain  your  Excellency  no  longer  than  to  mention, 
that  I  aim  sensiblo  some  other  man  may  still  suppose  that  I 
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am  only  desirous  of  obteining  from  Congress  some  more 
pa^icular  resolutions.  To  obviate  such  disingeotious  re- 
marks, it  is.  my  bumble  request  that  no  further  question  be 
made  on  my  subject.  If,  Sir,  I  have  rendered  any  ser« 
vices,  and  if  those  services  have  merited  any  return,  I  shall 
ask  no  other  reward  than  a  compliance  with  this  request. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c; 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE   PRE81D£NT   OT    CONGRESS* 

■ 

Office  of  Finance,  May  8d,  1783. 

Sir, 
Upon  consideration  of  the  Act  o(  Congress,  of  tlie  28th 
of  April^  and  2d  inatant,  I  have  determined  to  comply 
with  their  views.  But  I  pray  it  may  be  understood,  that 
my  continuance  in  office  is  limited  to  the  particular  object 
of  fulfilling  my  present  engagements,  and  those  which  the 
necessity  of  our  affairs  may  compel  me  to  form.  Let  me 
entreat  your  Excellency  tp  inform  Congress,  that  I  enter- 
tain a  proper  sense  of  their  assurance  of  firm  support,  and 
that  in  a  reliance  on  it  I  shall  continue  my  zealous  exer- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  * 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   M.   DE   LA  LUZERNE. 


Office  of  Finanoe,  May  6th,  1783. 

Sir, 
1  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  the 
copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  instant.     I  shall  in 

*  Reqnefting  Mr  Mortia*!  continuance  in  office. 


f 
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consequence  tbereof  address  son^e  special  despatches  to 
Dr  FrankKn,  by  a  packet  boat,  which  I  will  communicate 
to  your  Excellency,  and  pray  you  to  write  to.  your  Court 
on  the  subject  of  them. 

In  the  meantime,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you,  Sir, 
that  if,  (as  I  am  informed,)  the  administration  of  your  army 
have  more  money  in  this  country  than  they  have  immediate 
occasion  for,  it  would  greatly  facilitate  my  operations  to  be 
possessed  of  it.  What  I  have  to  propose  on  the  subject  is, 
that  whatever  sum  may  be  paid  to  me  here,  should  be  de- 
ducted  from  the  three  millions  mentioned  in  the  enclosed 
'  resolution,  and  be  repaid  from  the  amomit  of  the  existing 
requisitions  on  the  States.  But  that  if  this  arrangement 
should  not  be  agreeable  to  the  Court,  then  that  it  be  paid 
in  France  or  here,  immediately  after  I  shall  have  'been 
made  acquainted  with  his  Mnjesty^s  pleasure,  and  in  such 
way  as  shall  be  most  agreeable  to  your  Court. 

*I  present  this  tnatter  to  you,  Sir,  quite  naked  of  argu- 
ments, to  enforce  the  i'equest.  I  am  sure,  that  you  will  do 
what  you  conceive  to  be  right ;  you  know  our  situation, 
and  I  presume  that  you  are  acquainted  with  the  orders 
given  to  your  administration. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CI&CULAll  TO   THE    GOVERNORS    OF   TH^    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  12th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency, 
Acts  of  Congress  of  the  2Sth  of  April  and  2d  instant,  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  my  letters  in  answler.     Pern)it  me  to 
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assure  jrou,  Sir,  that  nothing  would  Iiave  induced  me  to 
continue  in  office,  but  a  view  of  the  public  distresses. 
These  distresses  are  much  greater  than  can  easily  be  con- 
ceived. I  am  not  ignorant  that  attempts  are  made  to  in^ 
fuse  the  pernicious  idea  that  foreign  aid  is  easily  attainable, 
and  that  of  the  gioneys  already  obtained  a  considerable 
part  remains  unappropriated.  If  such  attempts  were  inju* 
rious  only  to  my  reputation,  I  should  be  entirely  silent ;  ^but 
they  are  calculated  to  prevent  exertions,  and  are  therefore 
injurious  to  the  public  service.  1  most  seriously  assure 
you,  that  I  do  n«t  expect  success  in  the  application  to 
France,  directed  by  the  Act  of  the  2d  instant,  although 
my  earnest  endeavors  shall  not  bo  wanting. 

If,  however,  it  should  prove  successful,  we  shall  only  be 
enabled  to  draw  resource  from  it  at  a  future  period,  and 
the  amount  is  to  be  replaced  from  the  produce  of  existing 
requisitions  on  the  States.  With  respect  to  the  moneys, 
which  have  already  been  obtained  abroad,  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  say  what  lights  those  gentlemen  may  have,  wiio 
speak  on  the  subject  in  a  decisive  tone,  bift  I  candidly  ac- 
knowledge, that  I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  obtain  a 
clear  statement  of  them,  which  is  the  reason  why  no  ac- 
count of  those  moneys  have  yet  been  laid  before  the  pub- 
lic. Those  who  know  the  confusion  in  our  domestic  trans- 
actions, from  which  we  are  just  beginning  to  be  extricated, 
will  not  be  surprised  that  foreign  transactions  dependemi  on 
them  should  also  be  deranged.  Neither  can  it  be  ex- 
pected that  in  the  midst  of  war  the  accounts  could  be  so 
soon  adjusted  and  transmitted  as  could  be  wished.  I  have 
written  to  obtain  them,  and  a  .commissioner  is  employed  in 
adjusting  them.  From  the  best  statement  and  estimate 
which  1  have,  I  can  assure  you,  .that  what  remains  at  my* 
disposition  is  extremely  small. 
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Tour  Excellency  is  doubtless  informedy  that  at  the  close 
of  last  year,  there  was  an  anticipation  on  the  public  credit 
to  the  amount  of  above  four  hundred  tbouaend  dollars. 
This  anticipation  amounts  to  a  greater  sum  now  than  it  did 
then,  and  a  very  considerable  addition  must  be  made  at  (he 
disbanding  of  the  army.  My  mere  assertion  might,  I  am 
sensible,  be  drawn  into  doubt,  but,  Sir,  there  is  evidence 
9ufficient  to  convince  every  considerate  .man.  The  ex- 
penses of  1782  were  above  twentytwo  hundred  thousand 
dollars ;  tliose  of  1783  are  greater,  by  a  month's  pay  made 
to  tlie  army,  and  by  extending  the  Cbntract  for  rations. 
Near  five  months  of  this  year  are  already  expired.  One 
month's  pay  of  the  army  is  above  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thbusand  dollars,  according  to  the  establishment,  and  al- 

ft 

though  the  army  is  not  completed  to  its  establishment,  yet 
the  deficiency,  being  in  private  sentinek,  will  not  form  a 
great  deduction. 

Hie  conclusion  from  what  I  havo  stated  is  clear  and 
Irresistible;  there  is  no  reliance  but  on  the  energy  of  the 
States,  and  it  is  on  that  relianqie  that  I  rest  for  the  affairs  of 
my  department.  '  I  sball  not  add  anything  to  what  is  said 
in  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  as,  inducements  for,  or  to 
stimulate  exertions,  because  I  cannot  suppose  that  the 
voice  or  the  word  of  an  individual  servant  wiU  meet  an  at- 
tention which  is  not  paid  to  the  representation  of  the  whole 
empire,  expressed  in  its  solemn  Acts,  and  on  \he  most 
urgent  occasion,  where  wisdom,  justice,  and  gratitude  com- 
bine to  enforce  the  rec|}]ishion. 
1  am.  Dear  Sir,  yours,  &;c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO    THOMAS    BARCULY,    AGENT   FOR    SIOTTLING    THE 
PEBLIC    ACCOUNTS    IN    EU&QVE. 

Office  of  Finanoe,  May  12th,  1783. 
Sir,   . 

1  have  received  from  ygu  maoy  letterS)  which  I  beg 
leave  to  ackoowledge* 

The  bills  drawn  by  order  of  Congress  at  a  long  sight 
on  their  Ministers,  as  well  in  Spain  and  Holland  as  in 
France,  have  involved  the  affairs  of  my  Department  in 
a  labyrinth  of  confusion,  from  which  I  cannot  extricate 
them,  and  I  very  much  fear  thai  many  of  these  bills  will 
have  been  twice  paid.  [  know  not  what  has  been  done 
respecting  them,  and  only  know,  that  ever  since  I  entered 
into  office  they  have  not  only  plagued  and  perplexed  me, 
but  they  have  invariably  consumed  the  resources  on  wj^ich 
I  have  formed  a  reliance.  I  have  now  determined  to  ref^i: 
them  all  to  Mr  Grand  for  payment,  but  according  to  sucb 
arrangements  as  you  shall  take.  You  will  be  pleased, 
therefore,  to  consult  with  Dr  Franklin,  Mr  Adams,  Mr 
Laurens,  and  Mr* Jay,  to  whom  I  write  on  the  subject,  as 
you  win  see  by  the  enclosed  letters. 

I  efick)se  you  an  account  from  the  treasury  of  what  bills 
have  been  drawn  on  those  gentlenoen,  and  I  am  to  request, 
that  you  will  obtain  as  soon  as  possible  m  account  of  the 
payments  made  on  thera^  as  also  of  those  which  are  still 
due,  and  take  measures  to  have  ihem  paid  by  drafti  for* 
the  purpose,  if  necessary,  on  Mr  Grand,  aod  provide 
against  the  double  payments,  whiciri  feiir«  I  bav0  already 
ordered  funds  into  Mr  Grand's  bands*  Some  1  expect 
frfMm  you.  As  the  credit  I  gave  you  has  not  been  used, 
{bat  abne  iiirnisbes  a  parti  ^^  1  expect  there  wiU  be  coo* 


.  * 
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siderable  balances  from  the  sales  of  the  Alliance's  prizes,  of 
which  I  am  daily  expecting  your  accounts,  &c.  You  will 
also,  I  suppose,  have  recovered  the  insurance  you  made,  to 
the  amount  of  forty  thousand  florins^  which  will  be  some- 
thing.  Every  aid  which  you  can  bestow  is  necessary,  for 
I  fear  those  bills  .will  plunge  hioi  into  great  difficulties,  and 
tlie  protest  of  any  public  bills,  particularly  any  which  I 

should  draw,   would   reduce  our  affairs   here  to  infinite 

* 

distress.  •    • 

1  am  also  to  request  of  you,  that  you  will  cause  us  soon 

as  possible  all  the  accounts  of  the  clothing,  arms,  and  other 

supplies  to  be  liquidated  and  transmitted,  so  that  they  may 

be  properly  adjusted  here ;  for  at  present,  that  business  is 

in  a  state  of  extreme  confusion. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Offioe  of  Finance.  May  I2th,  1783. 
Sir.  ' 

The  bills  drawn  by  Congress  in  their  necessities 
press  very  heavily  tpon  me,  and  one  of  the  greatest 
among  many  evils  attending  them  is  the  confusion  in 
which  they  have  involved  the  affairs  of  my  Depart- 
ment. I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  lesrn  how  many 
of  tfiese  bills  have  been  paid  nor  how  many  remain 
due;  neither  am  I  without  ipy  fears,  that  some  of. them 
have  received  double  payment. 

To  bring  at  length  some  little  degree  of  order  into 
this  chaos,  after  waiting  till  now  for  fuller  light  and  in* 
formation,  I  write  on  the  subject  to  Mr  Adams  and 
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Mr  Jay,  and  send  Mr  Barclay,  to  whom  I  also  write, 
a  cop)&rorthe  enclosed  accounts,  directing  him  to  con- 
sult vviih  your  Excellency,  and  with  them  to  transmit 
me  an  account  of  (he  bills  paid,  and  of  those  remaining 
due,  and  to  take  measures  for  preventing  double  pay- 
ments. The  enclosed  accounts  will  yiform  you,  that 
of  the  bills  drawn  for  interest  and  those  for  carrying 
dn  the  current  service,  which  have  gone  forward 
through  the  Loan  Offices,  amount,  the  first  to  one  mil- 
lion six  hundred  and  eighty  four  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  scventyerght  dollars;  equal  to  eight  millions 
four  hundred  and  twentyone  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ninet}'  livres ;  and  the  second  to  two  hundred  and 
eightysix  thousand  seven  hundred  and<  thirty  three  and 
pne  third  dollars;  equal  to  one  million  four  hundred 
and  thirlythree  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixtystx 
livres,  six  sous,  and  eight  denicrs. 

Let  rae  entreat  you.  Sir,  to  forward  these  vicws^  as 
much  as  possible,  for  you  will,  I  am  sure,  be  sensible 
how  necessary  it  is  for  me  to  know  the  exact  state  of 
cur  pecuniary  affairs,  lest  on  the  one  hand  I  should 
risk  the  public  credit  by  an  excess  of  drafts,  or  on  the 
other  leave  their  moneys  unemployed,  while  they  ex- 
periepce  severe  distress  from  the  want. 
t  am.  Sir,  with  perfect  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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« 

TO    A    COMMITTEE    OF    C0NQBf!8S. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  15th,  1783. 

Gentlemen) 

Iq  cQnaeq[uenc9  of  the  eooversation  which  passed 
between  us  this^  morning,  I  9hall  give  you  the  be^t 
inforsnation  in  my  power  as  to  the  state  of  my  Depart* 
ment  and  the  resources  I  can  eonimand. 

You  have  in  the  enclosed  paper  an  account  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  from  the  commencement  of 
the  year  to  thQ  end  of  the  last  month ;  by  which  it 
appears,  that  there  is  an  advance  on  credit  to  the 
amount  of  near  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  exclusive 
of  what  may  appear  in  Mr  Swanwick's  accounts  for 
the  month  of  April.  A  large  sum  is  also  due  oo 
Geueral  Greene's  drafts^  and  the  contractors  are  to  be 
paid  in  this  month  for  the  supplies  of  January  last. 
At  the  end.  of  this  month,  tharefore,  that  anticipation 
must  aeces8£irily  be  mqch  increased,  as  will  appear 
from  the  slightest  reflection  after  what  is  to  be  said  of 
our  resources. 

Th^sQ  are  either  foreign  or  domestic.  As  to  the 
first,  1  enclose  the  copy  of  the  last  letter  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Mr  Grand,  and  I  have  to  add  to  what-  is 
contained  in  that  letter,  that  the  day  it  was  received, 
my  drafts  on  him,  over  and  above  those  mentioned  in 
it,  amounted  to  three  millions  forty  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy  eight  livres.  I  have  directed,  there- 
fore, Mr  Barclay  to  pay  over  to  Mr  Grand  any 
moneys,  which  may  be  in  his  possession,  and  I  have 
directed  Messrs  Willink  &.  Co.  of  Amsterdam  to  do 
the  same,  after  deducting  what  may  be  necessary  to 
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pay  the  interest  of  their  loan  falling  due  the  Ist  of 
June  next.  But  as  I  shave  up  accounts  of  how  much  has 
been  borrowed  since  the  end  of  January,  and  as  all 
which  had  beeti  borrowed  before  was  disposed  of,  I 
cannot  determine  how  far  they  can  come  in  aid  of  Mr 
Grand.  Neither  can  I  tell  uhtil  tlie  receipt  of  his  ac- 
counts what  aid  he  may  stand  in  need  of.  In  thesb 
etrcumstances  I  ami  obliged  to  Ic^re  about  eighteen' 
hundred  thousand  livres  (which  remain  of  a  sum  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Messrs  Le  Gouteulx  for  answering 
drafts  intended  through  Havana,)  to  answer  any  defi*- 
ciertcy  of  other  funds  to  pay  my  drafts  on  Mr  Grand. 
These  then,  Gentlemen,  are  all  the  foreign  resources, 
except  what  the  French  Court  may  advance  on  the 
late  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  you  will  see  by  the 
enclosed  translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of 
France,  what  little  hope  is  to  be  entei^tain^d  froin  that 
qohrter.    ' 

Our  domestic  resources  are  twofold.  First,  certain 
goods  and  other  property,  such  ik^  horse!).  Wagons,  &c. 
These  latter  will  produce  very  liHtle,  and  the  former 
are,  by  the  peace,  very  much  reduced  in  value,  ^nd 
from  the  nature  Of  the  goods  themselves  they  are 
chie^y  unsaleaible.  Very  little  il'eliance,  therefore.  Can 
be  placed  on  this  first  dependence.  The  simount  I 
cannot  posisibly  ascertain,  for  I  do  ijot  yet  know,  and 
cannot  until  the  opening  of  them  now  in  hand  shall 
be  completed,  the  kinds,  quality  and  situation. 
Some  are  damaged,  those  which  were  deemed  most  sale- 
able have  been  tried  at  vendue,  and  went  under  the 
first  cost,  and  miich  the  greater  part  will  certainly  not 
sell  at  a  fourth  of  their  value.. 
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The  only  remaining  resource  is  in  the  taites,  and 
what  they  may  amount  to,  it  is  impossible  to  tell. 
But  you  have  enclosed  an  account  of  uhat  they 
yielded  the  four  first  months  of  this  year,  and  you  will 
see  from  thence,  that  if  all  expense  had  ceased  on  the 
first  day  of  this  month,  the  anticipations  already  made 
would  not  have  been  absorbed  by  the  same  rale  of 
taxation  in  eight  months  more.  ^ 

Now  then,  Gentlemen,  you  will  please  to  consider, 
that  if  your  army  is  kept  together  tliey  will  consume 
as  much  in  one  month  as  the  taxes  will  produce  in 
two,  and  probably  much  more ;  to  make  Ihem  three 
months'  pay  will  require  I  suppose  at  least  si^  hun- 
dred thousand  dollai*s,  and  every  day  they  continue  in 
the  field  lessens  the  practicability  of  sending  them 
home  satisfied.  The  anticipations  of  revenue  are 
threefold,  t\Vo  of  which  appear  as  to  their  effects  in 
the  public  accounts,  and  one  very  considerable  one, 
though  it  produces  v;reat  relief,  is  not  seen.  It  con- 
sists in  the  drawing  of  bills  on  me  for  the  public  ser- 
wce  by  different  persons  and  at  different  usances.  I 
imagine  that  these  amount  at  the  present  moment  to 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  .  The  other  anticipations 
consist  in  loans  from  the  bank  on  the  issuing  of  my 
own  notes.  As  to  the  first  of  these  it  is  limited 
in  its  natui'e  by  the  capital  of  the  bank,  which 
being  small  will  not  admit  of  great  deductions,  and 
it  depends  much  upon  circumstances,  whether  the 
bank  will  go  to  the  extent  which  they  may  go.  If  they 
find  the  revenues  increasing  and  Uie  expenses  dimin- 
ishing, they  will,'  but  otherwise,  they  certainly  will  not. 
As  to  the  notes  I  issue,  and  which    form   the   greatest 
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part  of  my  anlicipations,  lliese  have  also  n  cerlain 
limit,  to  exceed  which  would  be  fatal.  I  must  not  so  ex- 
tend  that  circulation,  as  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  pay  them 
when  presented,  for  that  would  totally  deslroy^their  credit, 
and,  of  course,  llheir  utility. 

,lf  atiyihin^  of  this  sort  should  take  place  before  the 
army  are  disbanded,  you  wilt  see  at  once  that  they  could 
be  fed  no  longer,  and  must  of  course  disband  themselves. 
1  will  not  dwell  on  the  consequences,  but  I  will  draw  one 
clear  conclusi^^n,  whicli  you  have^  doubtless,  by  this  time 
anticipated,  viz.  that  unless  tlicy  are  disbanded  immedi- 
ately, the  means  of  paying  them,  even  with  paper,  will  be 
gone.  And  this  sentiment  I  have  not  delivered  to  you, 
but  to  a  former  committee,  as  well .  as  to  many  individual 
members  of  Congress. 

But  when  1  speak  of  disbanding  the  army,  I  beg  to  be 
understood  as  meaning  to  reserve  a  sufficient  garrison  for 
West  Point ;  and  on  this  subject  I  pray  to  be  indulged  in 
a  view  of  cur  political  and  military  situation  as  far  as  re- 
lates to  this  capital  object  of  my  department.  And  first, 
as  to  our  political  situation,  I  conceive  that  we  are  at" 
peace.  It  is  true,  that  the  definitive  treaty  is  not,  that  we 
know  of,  completed  ;  but  it  |S  equally  true,  that  all  the 
other  belligerent  poweus  have  been  disarming  for 
months  past,  and  I  presunie  they  are  at  least  as  well 
acquainted  with  the '  state  of  things  as  we  are.  To 
express  doubts  of  the  sincerity  of  Britain  on  this  sub- 
ject is,  I  know,  a  fashionable,  but  in  my  opinion  a 
very  foolish  language.  VVc  have  the  best  evidence  of 
their  sincerit}^  which  the  nature  of  things  will  admit, 
for  we  know  they  are  unable  to  carry  on  the  war,  and 
we  see  and  fe^l,  that  they  are  passing  every  act,  and 
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doing  everything  in  their  power  to  conciliate  our 
aflections.  Expressions  of  doubts  as  to  iheir  sincerity, 
if  intended  to  foster  enmity  against  them,  will  fail  of 
the  effect  afld  produce  the  direct  Contrary,  for  every- 
body will  soon  learn  to  consider  them  as  unjustly  sus*- 
pectedy  and  their  Ministers  will  take  care  to  inculcate 
and  enforce  the  sentiment. 

As  to  our  military  situation  some  of  the  troops  in 
the  southern  States  have  already  mutinied,  the  prin* 
cipal  part  of  them  are  ordered  away,  and  since  the 
Floridas  are  ceded  to  Spain  it  follows,  that  those 
icoops  which  may  remain  in  the  southern  States  will 
have  to  operate  against  the  Spaniards  if  they  operate 
at  alL  So  that  every  man,  except  those  under  the 
General's  immediate  command  and  the  little  garrison 
of  Fort  Pitt^  are  in  fact  disbanded  to  every  purpose 
but  that  of  expense^ 

The  prisoners  are  some  of  them  going,  ^nd  the  rest 
gone  into  New  York,  so  that  in  a  feV  days  the  enemy 
will  be  able  to  do  everything  which  they  could  do  if 
the  greater  part  of  our  army  were  gone  home.  For 
they  could  not  take  West  Point  if  it  is  properly  gar- 
risoned, and  they  could  r^^'age  the  country  in  spite  of 
otir  arniy  when  theirs  shall  be  all  collected. 

Our  situation,  therefore,  seems  to  be  this.  We  are 
keeping  up  an  army  at  a  great  expense,  and  very  much 
against  their  inclinations  for  a  mere  punctilio,  and  by  that 
means  incapacitating  oiKselves  from  performing  what  they 
b(^gin  to  consider  as  a  kind  of  engagement  taken  with 
them*  I  dhall  detain  yoti  no  longer  Od  thii^  iubject,  but 
must  repeat  one  observation,  which  is,  that  unless  the  far 
greater  part  of  our  expanses  be  immediate!/ curtailed,  the 
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obJ6ct  Congress  had  in  viaw  by  their  resolutions  of  the  3d 
instant,  cannot  possibly  be  accomplislied. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  inc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS.* 


TO    MAJOR   GENERAL    ORi;ENE« 

Office  of  Finance,  May  16th,  1783. 
Sir, 
Your  biHs  on  me  fall  very  heavy,  and  I  am  in 
hourly  apprehensions  of  being  unable  to  pay  them. 
You  will  see,  therefore,  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
send  money,  for  your  military  chest.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, and  expect,  that  the  sales  of  the  public  property 
will  provide  you  more  money  than  you  stand  in  need 

*May  13t&,  Mr  Qorbam  and  Mr  HamiltQn,  two  members  of  a 
committee  of  Congress  for  conferring  with  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  myself,  relative  to  disbanding 
the  army,  met  thb  morning.  I  opened  the  business,  and  stated 
very  fully  the  necessity  of  disbanding  the  army,  in  order  to  get  clear 
of  an  expense,  which  our  resources  are  unequal  to,  and  which  can- 
not be  supported  many  months  at  any  rate,  but  which,  if  continued 
any  longer,  will  consume  the  only  means  no\f  left  for  making  a 
payment  to  the  army  when  disbanded.  The  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee  seemed  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  necessity  of  disbanding  the 
army  on  principles  of  ecoaQmy»  bat  opposed  to  it  on  principles  of 
policy,  in  which  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  joins  with  them. 
The  Secretary  at  War  said  little,  and  I  related  an  observation  which 
he  had  made  to  me  a  few  days  before  in  favor  of  disbanding  the 
army  directly,  viz. ;  that  they  would  not  continue  in  the  field  under 
tMr  present  enlistments,  if  the  war  were  to  break  out  again ;  but 
that  in  such  a  case  •we  must  begin  entirely  anew.    The  conclusion 

♦ 

of  the  conference  is,  that  I  am  to  state  the  reasons  resulting  from  the 
situation  of  our  finances,  which  induce  an  immediate  disbanding  of 
the  army,  in  writing  to  the  committM*    JKary. 
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of.  I  know  not  what  orders  the  Secretary  at  War 
ma}^  give,  but  if  Ihey  be  a<;reeable  to  my  wishes,  liiey 
will  contain  an  absolute  dismission  of  all  the  troops  in 
your  quarter,  for  I  can  see  no  use  in  keeping  them 
together. 

The  attacks  made  upon  you,  might  reconcile  me  to 
those  which  I  experience,  for  they  show  that  no  con- 
duct, hqwcver  just,  can  possibly  escape  censure.  It  id 
far  easier  to  be  faultless  than  blameless,  and  the  expe- 
rience I  have  had  in  this  way  leads  me  to  a  total  disre- 
gard of  all  things,  so  Air  as  conduct  is  to  be  determined. 
But  I  muet  at  the  same  time  acknowledge,  that  I  can- 
not help  feeling  indignation  whenever  they  are  made. 
They  are  for  the  most  part  mere  ebullition  of  low 
malice,  and  if  rightly  understood  contain  the  most  in- 
disputable acknowledgement  of  merit.  Let  this  re- 
flection console  you  for  what  you  have  already  expe- 
rienced and  what  may  yet  be  behind. 

I  thank  you  for  the  sentiments  ^ou  express  in  my 
favpr.  You  will  have  seen,  that  contrary  to  every 
private  interest  and  sentiment  I  have  agreed  to  a 
longer  continuation  in  office.  And  you  may  rest 
assured,  that  nothing  but  a  view  of  the  public  necessi- 
ties should  have  induced  me  still  longer  to  bear  up 
under  the  burden.  Kot  because  I  regard  the  calum- 
nies I  meet  with,  for  nlihough  they  excite  my  feelings 
they  slrall  not  influence  my  conduct,  but  because  I  do  not 
diink  those  measures  are  pursued,  which  are  calculnted 
for  the  happiness  of  this  country,  and  I  do  not  wlih  to 
participate  in  any  others. 

4 

There  are  many  persons  in  the  Southern  States,  who 
think  the  measures  of  Congress  and  of  their  servants  are 
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directed  to  the  particular  good  of  Pennsiylvania,  nnd  moro 
who  )>retend  to  think  so.  It  is  a  liule  history  of  human 
weakness  and  I  might  say  meanness,  the  manner  in  which 
antipnthies  have  been  imbibed  and  propngnted  witii  respect 
to  my  department.-  One  sample  will  sliow  the  texture  of 
(he  whole  piece.  While  I  was  in  advance,  not  only  my 
credit  but  every  shilling  of  my  own  money,  and  all  which 
1  could  obtain  from  my  friends,  to  support  the  iniportant 
expedition  against  Yorktown,  much  offence  was  t»ken  that 
1  did  not  minister  relief  to  the  officets  taken  prisoners  at 
Charleston.  I  I'eh  their  distresses  as  sincerely  as  any  nian 
could  do,  but  it  was  impossible  to  afibrit  rejief. 

Before  I  close  the  letter,  I  must  again  repeat  my  solici- 
tude on  the  score  of  your  bills,  which  are  coming  in  upon 
me  so  tust,  that  the  means  of  paying  them  must,  I  fear,  be 
deficient.  Take  care,  thereforCi  to  draw  as  little  and  at 
as  long  sight  as  possible. 

I  anil  Sir,  your  most  obcdiei.t,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  B.  TRANKLIH. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  2Gth,  1783. 
Sir, 

1  have  now  before  me  your  letters  of  the  14th  and  23d 
of  December,  which  are  the  last  I  have  received.  En- 
closed you  have  a  letter  from  me  to  the  Minister  of  France, 
witl^  his  answer  of  tbe  i4th  of  March,  on  the  subject  of* 
the  delay  which  happened  in  transmitting  his  despatches. 
You  will  see  by  these,  that  Lieutenant  Barney  was  not  to 
blame. 

Your  bills  in  favor  of  M.  de  Lauzun  have  not  yet  ap- 
VOL.  zii.  47 
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peared,  or  they  should  have  been  duly  honored.  That 
gentleman  has  since  left  the  country,  and  therefore  it  is 
possible  that  the  bills  may  not  come. 

The  reflections  you  make,  as  well  on  the  nature  of  pub* 
lie  credit)  as  on  the  inattention  of  the  several  States,  are 
just  and  unanswerable ;  but  in  what  country  of  the  world 
shall  we  find  a  nation  willing  to  tax  themselves.  The  Ian- 
guage  of  panegyric  has  held  forth  the  English  as  such  a 
nation,  but  certainly  if  our  Legislatures  were  subject  to 
Kke  influence  with  theirs,  we  might  preserve  the  form,  but 
we  should  already  have  lost  the  substance  of  freedom. 
Time,  reason,  argument,  and  above  all,  that  kind  of  con* 
viction,  which  arises  from  feeling,  are  necessary  to  the 
establishment  of  our  revenues,  and  the  consolidation  of  our 
union.  Both  of  these  appear  to  me  essential  to  our  public 
happiness ;  but  our  ideas,  as  you  well  know,  are  frequendy 
the  result  rather  of  habit  than  reflection,  so  that  numbers 
who  might  think  justly  upon  these  subjects,  have  been  early 
estranged  from  the  modes  and  means  of  considering  them 
properly. 

I  am  in  the  hourly  wish  end  expectation  of  hearing  from 
you,  and  sincerely  hope  it  may  be  soon.  Believe  me,  I 
pray,  with  esteem  and  respect,  yours.  Sec. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  96th,  1788. 

Sir, 
,    By  the  enclosed  Acts  of  the  28th  of  April  and  2d  of 
May,  with  the  copy  of  ray  letter  to  Congress  of  the  3d  of 
May,  .you  will  perceive  that  lam  to  continue  somewhat 
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longer  in  the  Superintendence  of  our  Finances.  Be  as- 
sured, Sir,  that  nothing  but  a  clear  view  of  our  distresses 
could  have  induced  my  consent.  I  must  at  the  same  time 
acknowledge,  that  the  distresses  we  experience,  afise  from 
our  own  misconduct.  If  the  resources  of  this  country 
were  drawn  forth,  they  would  be  amply  sufficient,  but  this 
is  not  the  case.  Congress  have  not  authority  equal  to  the 
object,  and  their  influence  is  greatly  lessened  by  their  evi- 
dent incapacity  to  do  justice. 

This  is  but  a  melancholy  introduction  to  the  request 
contained  in  the  Act  of  the  2d  instant.  But  I  shall  not  be 
guilty  of  falsehood,  nor  will  I  intentionally  deceive  you,  or 
put  you  in  the  necessity  of  deceiving  qthers.  My  official 
situation  compels  me  to  do  things,  which  I  would  certainly 
avoid  under  any  other  circumstances.  Nothing  should  in* 
duce  me  in  my  private  character  to  make  such  applications 
for  money  as  I  am  obliged  to  in  my  public  character.  I 
kno^  and  feel  that  you  must  be  in  a  disagreeable  situation 
on  this  subject.  I  can  anticipate  the  answers  to  all  your  re- 
quests ;  and  I  knqw  you  may  be  asked  for  payment  when 
you  ask  for  loans.  Yet,  Sir,  I  must  desire  you  to  repeat 
your  applications.  My  only  hope  arises  from  the  belief, 
that  as  the  King's  expenses  are  much  lessened,  he  may 
be  able  to  comply  with  his  gracious  intentions  towards 
America. 

And  the  only  inducement  I  can  offer  is  the  assurance 
that  the  taxes  already  called  for,  shall  be  appropriated  as 
fast  as  other  indispensable,  services  will  admit,  to  the  replac- 
ing of  what  the  Court  may  advance. 

Our  situation  is  shortly  this.  The  army  expect  a 
payment,  which  will  amount  to  about  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars.     I  am  already  above  half  a  million  doi- 
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lars  in  advance  of  our  resourcesi  by  paper  anticipation.  I 
must  increase  this  anticipation  immediately  to  pay  moneys 
due  on  co;itracts  for  feeding  our  army ;  and  I*mu8t  make 
tliem  tliS  expected  payment  by  notes  to  be  discharged  at 
a  distant  day.  Noi¥,  Sir,  if  these  notes  are  not  satisfied 
ivhen  they  become  due,  the  Utile  credit  which  remains  to 
this  country  must  fall,  and  the  little  authority  dependent  on 
it  must  fall  too.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is,  that  you 
are  to  ask  aid  for  the  United  States.  If  it  can  be  obtained, 
I  shall  consider  the  obligation  as  being  in  some  degree  per* 
sonal  to  myself,  and  I  shall  ceitainly  exert  myself  for  the 
repayment.  You  will  be  so  kind,  Sir,  as  to  ship  on  board 
the  Wasi'ington  eighteen  hundred  thousand  livres,  but  if 
Uie  loan  be  not  obtained,  i  must  entrent  you  will  give  me 
the  earliest  possible  information  of  the  refusal. 

1  sliall  communicate  this  letter  to  the  Minister  of  his 
Most  Christ'an  Majesty,  and  request  him  to  write  to  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  on  the  subject  of  it.  Believe  nie,  I 
pray,  with  sincere  and  respectful  esteem,  8z;c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  U.   DE  LA  LUZtHNE. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  27Ui/ 1 783. 

Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  Excellency's 
perusal,  the  copy  of  a  Icuer  to  Dr  Franklin,  which  uill  go 
by  the  Washington  packet,  on  Suntlny  next.  I  am  to  re- 
quest, that  your  Excellency  will  write  on  the  subject  cf  it 
to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  You  will  observe,  Sir,  that  I 
ha^'e  made  no  mention  whatever  of  the  reasons,  which 
might  induce  France  to  grant  the  aid  requested.     Every 
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argamenty  lyhich  caa  apply  to  the  interests  of  your  Court, 
will  come,  more  properly,  as  well  as  more  forcibly  from 
your  pen  than  from  mine.  I  shall  only  ask,  that  you  will 
give  your  own  sentiments  and  views  of  our  circumstances 
and  situation.  These  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  the  most  pow- 
erful reasons  in  support  of  the  present  application. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  perfect  respect)  8£6. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   OSOllOfi   WASBIVOTOV. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  29th,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  8th  instant.  I  have  not  answered  it 
sooner,  because  until  now  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to 
answer  it  satisfactorily. 

By  some  designing  men  my  resignation  of  office 
(grounded  on  a  clear  conviction,  that  unless  something 
was  done  to  support  pabKc  credit,  very  pernicious  conse* 
quences  would  follow)  was  misconstrued.  It  was  repre* 
sentcd  as  a  factious  desire  to  raise  civil  commotions.  It 
was  said  tliat  the  army  were  to  be  employed  as  the  instru* 
ments  to  promote  flagitious  interested  vieivs.  These  found 
admiitancc  to  minds,  which  should  forever  have  been  shut 
against  them.  We  now  rest  on  the  event,  to  determine 
whether  a  sincere  regard  to  public  justice  and  public  in- 
terest, or  a  sinister  respect  to  my  own  private  emolument 
were  the  influential  motives  of  my  conduct.  I  am  a  very 
mtstnken  man,  if  time  and  experience  sIkiII  not  demon- 
strate, that  the  interests,  of  the  army  and  of  the  public 
creditors  are  given  up.    But  I  mention  tliese  things  only 
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to  you  in  confidence,  for  it  shall  not  again  be  supposed 
that  I  am  the  leader  of  sedition. 

Having  done  what  was  in  <my  power  to  establish  those 
plans,  which  appeared  necessary  for  doing  justices  to  all, 
and  affording  relief  to  our  army  in  particular,  I  have  ac- 
quitted what  was  the  first  and  greatest  duty.  When  it 
appeared  that  oth^  modes  were  to  be  pursued,  I  would 
gladly  have  departed  in  peace,  but  it  has  been  thought  that 
my  further  agency  was  necessary,  to  procure  for  the  army 
that  species  of  relief;  which  they  seemed  to  desire.  The 
factious  designing  man,  who  was  to  have  lighted  up  the 
flames  of  mutiny  and  sedition,  has  undertaken  a  most  ar- 
duous and  perilous  business  to  save  this  country  from  those 
convulsions,  which  her  negligence  had  hazarded.  This 
became  a  duty  when  the  first  duty  to  justice  was  per- 
formed, and  this  shall  be  performed  also.  It  is  now  above 
a  month  since  the  committee  conferred  with  me  on  that 
subject,  and  I  then  told  them  that  no  payment  could  be 
made  tc  the  army  but  by  means  of  a  paper  anticipation, 
and  unless  our  expenditures  were  immediately  and  consid- 
erably reduced,  even  that  could  not  be  done.  Our  ex- 
penditures have  nevertheless  been  continued,  and  our 
revenue  lessens,  the  States  growing  more  and  more  remiss 
in  their  collections.  The  consequence  is,  that  I  cannot 
make  payment  in  the  manner  first  intended.  The  notes 
issued  for  this  purpose  would  have  been  payable  at  two, 
four,  and  six  months  from  the  date,  but  at  present  they  will 
all  be  at  six  months,  and  even  that  will  soon  become  im- 
practicable, unless  our  expenses  be  immediately  curtailed. 

I  shall  cause  such  notes  to  be  issued  for  three  months' 
pay  to  the  army,  and  I  must  entreat.  Sir,  that  every  influ- 
ence be  used  with  the  States  to  absorb  them,  together  with 
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my  other  engagements,  by  taxation.  The  present  collec- 
tions are  most  shameful,  and  afford  but  a  sad  prospect  to 
all  those  who  are  dependent  upon  them.  * 

I  hope,  my  Dear  Sir,  that  the  state  of  public  affairs 
will  soon  permit  you  to  lay  down  the  cares  of  your  painful 
office.  I  should  in  two  days  have,  been  liberated  from 
mine,  if  a  desire  to  free  you  from  your  embarrassments, 
and  procure  some  little  relief  to  your  army,  had  not  in- 
duced a  continuance  of  them.  But  it  must  always  be 
remembered,  that  this  continuance  is  distinct  from  any 
idea,  which  may  be  connected  with  the  plaqs  for  funding 
our  public  debts.  As  I  do  not  approve  of,  so  I  cannot  be 
responsible  for  them.  Neither  will  I  involve  myself  in 
endless  details,  which  must  terminate  in  disappointment. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CIRCULAR   TO   THE   GOVERNORS   OF   THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Finance,  June  5th,  1783. 

Sir, 
Congress  having  directed  a  very  considerable  part  of 
the  army  to  be  sent  home  on  furlough,  I  am  pressed  ex- 
ceedingly to  make  a  payment  of  three  months'  wages,  and 
I  am  very  desirous  to  accomplish  it,  but  the  want  of 
money  compels  me  to  an  anticipation  on  the  taxes  by 
making  this  payment  in  notes.  To  repder  this  mode  tol- 
erably just  or  useful,  the  notes  must  be  punctually  dis- 
charged when  they  fall  due,  and  my  dependence^  must  be 
on  the  money  to  be  received  of  the  several  States,  on  the 
requisitions  for  the  last  andjpresent  year.  I  hope  ti^e  ur- 
gency of  the  case  will  produce  the'  desired  exertions,  and 
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finally  enable  me  to  preserve  the  credit  and  honor  of  the 
federni  government. 

I  ha? e  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


CIRCULAR   TO    THE    GOTCRNOUS    OF    THE    STATES. 

Office  of  Flnaoce,  July  Utb,  1783. 
Sir,, 

.1  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  yonr  Excellency,  a 
state  of  the  public  accounts,  balanced  on  the  last  day  of 
June,  1783.  A  view  of  these  accounts  will  render  it  un- 
necessary to  make  many  observaitons. 

On  tiie  States  I  am  to  rely  for  payment  of  the  antici* 
pations  amounting,  as  you  will  see,  to  more  than  a  million. 
And^ou  will  obseri'e,  that  this  great  anticipation  has  been 
made  for  that  service,  which  all  affect  to  have  so  much  at 
heart.  A  payment  td  the  American  army.  If  they  had 
received  no  pay  during  the  year  1763, 1  might  perhaps 
have  been  spared  the  necessity  of  this  application,  because 
it  is  probable  that  the  t^xes  even  as  they  are  now  collected 
might  have  absorbed  such  anticipations  as  I  should  tbea 
Ijave  been  obliged  to  maka* 

Much  pains  have  been  taken  to  inculcate  the  idea  that 
we  have  funds  in  Europe.  Those  fund«  which  we  bad 
there  are  exhausted,  and  the  general  apprebeusioo  that  no 
proper  funds  here  will  be  provided  has  cut  off  all  hopes 
from  that  quarter. 

The  question  has  frequently  and  industriously  bean 
asked,  what  becomes  of  the  moneys  which  are  paid  in  taxes. 
I  have  furnished  the  means  of  judging,  as  to  those  which 
reach  the  public  treasury,  to  every  man  employed  in  the 
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administratton  orgovernraent*fn  the  several  States,  for  my 
accounts  have  been  regularly  transmitted.  And  I  would 
not  have  mentioned  the  insinuation  had  it  not  been  for  the 
purpose  of  observing,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  all  those  who 
are  desirous  of  forwardiqg  a  collection  of  taxes,  to  show  a 
fair  appropriation,  and  not  suffer  groundless  clamors  to  dis- 
turb the  public  mind. 

It  has  been  said  that  there*  is  no  necessity  of  urging  the 
collection  of  taxes  now,  because  the  notes  given  to  the  army 
are  not  payable  in  less  than  six  months*  This  again  is  an 
assertion  whose  mischievous  operation  is  levelled  at  the 
very  vitals  of  our  credit.  One  month  of  that  thne  is  already 
expired  with  respect  to  all  those  notft  which  have  been 
already  issued.  They  are  not  the  only  notes  in  circulation. 
Notes  ^  are  not  the  only  modes  of  'anticipation  which  have 
been  adopted.  And  it  is  a  serious  fact,  that  unless  more 
vigorous  measures  take  place,  the  credit  of  all  notes  and  of 
everything  else  must  be  destroyed.  Rut  this  is  not  all. 
Supposing  for  a  moment,  that  the  notes  given  to  our  army 
were  the  only  object  whose  credit  was 'to  be  attended  to. 
Can  any  reasonable  man  imagine,  that  they  could  be  of  any 
use  if  the  payment  were  to  de|>end  on  taxes  which  are  not 
to  be  collected  until  the  notes  are  dye. 

I  have  not  been  wanting  on  my.  part  in  pointing  out  from 
time  to  time,  the  mischiefs  which  must  ensue  froni  neglect. 
The  applications  have  met  with  inattention,  which  personally 
I  have  disregarded,  but  which  I  could  not  but  feel,  from  the 
consequences  involved  in.it.  Again,  in  compliance  with 
the  duty  I  owe  to  the  United  States,  I  call  for  tliat  aid  which 
'  they  are  entitled  to.  And  on  this  occasion  I  take  leave  to 
observe,  that  the  moment  is  very  fast  approaching  which  is 
to  determine  whether  America  is  entitled  to  the  appellation 
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of  just,  or  vyhothcr  tkose  wlitfiiave  constantly  aspersed  her 
cl^ara^cter  are  to  be  believed. 

With  perfect  respect,  [  have  the  honor  to  be,  he. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


REPORT  TO  CONGRESS    RELATIVE    TO  TUE   FJLY  OF  THE 

ARMY. 

Offic©  o|  Fiajiiwe,  July  I5lh,  1783. 

The  Superintendent  of  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  the  llih  instant,  the  extract  of  a  report,  with  order  to 
report  thereon,  and  also  to  report  what  measures  he  has 
taken  relativ  e  to  the  ^ay  of  the  army,  begs  leave  to  report, 

That  the  receivers  141  the  several  States  have  long  since 
been  instructed,  to  take  alt  notes  signed  by  tiie  Superintend-, 
ent  of  Finance  in  payment  of  the  taxes,  and  also,  take  up  all 
such  notes  whenever  tendered,  if  they  have  public  money* 
in  their  hands. 

That  when  it  was  in  contemplation  to  make  a  payment 
to  the  army,  the  committee  who  conferred  with  the  Super* 
intendent  on  that  subject  were  informed,  that  it  could  only 
be  done  in  notes,  and  that  in  order  to  support  the  credit  of 
such  nbtes,  it  would  not  be  sufficient  that  they  slicMjld  only 
be  receivable  in  tax^s  in  some  particular  State,  but  that  the 
receivers  througliout  the  States  must  receive  and  exehai)ge 
them,  in  like  manner  with  other  notes  issued  from  thp  Office 
of  Finance. 

That  the  instruction  to  the  reqeivers  is  generally  known, 
to  all  those  who  are  coneei*ned  in  the  business  they  relate 
to,  and  in  consequence  tliereof  the  receivers  are  in  the  con<- 
stant  practice  of  Teoetving  and  exchanging  notes  signed  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  ^bicb  they  duly  remit  ta 
the  treasury. 
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That  whenever  they  shall  find  it  di^cull  to  obta'n  such 
notes  for  the  purpose  of  making  iheir  remiitanQes  (wiiich  is 
not  likely  fo  bd  the*  ca^ife  in  «fij^ 'short  period,)  ihey  will  nat- 
urally advertise  to  obtain  them.  Wherefore,  any  general 
notification,  such  as  is  contained  in  the  extract  committed, 
will  be  unnecessary. 

That  if  such  publicatibn  as  is  reconimiended  were  con- 
fined (as  seems  to  have  been  the  idea,)  to  those  notes  which 
hute  \feen  issued  for  payment  of  the  army,  it  Would  destroy 
what  little  credit  isat  present  reposed  in  tlie  public  servants, 
and  by  bringing  home  immediately  all  other  holes  which 
Rave  been  issued,  render  it  impracticable  to  discharge  them ; 
in  which  case  the  notes  issued  to  the  army  could  be  of  no 
use,  because  hobody  \vould  take  them.  The  importance 
of  preserving  credit  in  this  respect,  will  appear  from  the 
preamble  to  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  2d'of  May  last. 

That  if  (as  is  most  probable)  the  publication  were  in- 
tended to  relate  alike  to  all  not^  it  is  a  thing  which  is 
already  welt  known,  and  therefore  the  expense  of  printing 
may  be  spared. 

With  respect  to  the  measures  taken  relative  to  paying 
the  army,  he  begs  leave  to  report,  that  upon  an  estimate 
from  the  War  OfBce,  he  signed  warrants  for  four  months' 
pay  of  the  present  year,  whereof  one  month^s  pay  hds  been 
made  to  the  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  in  spe- 
cie, ahd  to  the  officers  in  notes,  and  three  montiis'  pay  to 
both  officers  and  soldiers  in  notes.  That  the  Paymaster 
has  not  yet  received  all  the  notes  necessary  for  the  purpose, 
but  has  in  his  hnnds  as  innny  as  he  wants  for  tljQ  present. 
All  which  is  lunnbly  subinitted. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


3gO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  «of  Finaiiod,  July  ISth,  1783. 

I  would  sooner  have  replied  to  the  Act  of  Congress 
of  the  ilth  instant,  if  1  iiad  not  been  prevented  by  other 
business,  which  required  immediate  attention.  The  Act 
recites  a  representation  to  Congress,  that  certain  parts  of 
the  army  retired  on  furlough  have  not  received  the  pay,  &£c. 
I  will  not  contest  the  truth  of  this  representation.  But 
when  I  come  to  state  such  facts  as  are  within  my  knowledge, 
I  shall  appeal  to  the  candor  of  Congress  how  far  that  rep« 
resentation  will  warrant  a  censure  against  me. 

I  am  directed  to  complete  without  dela/  the  same  pay- 
ment to. the  officers  and  soldiers. of  the  Massachusetts  line 
which  were  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  army  at  large.  Con- 
gress will  be  pleased  to  observe,  that  they  have  passed  no 
particular  order  to  which  the  above  resolution  can  Fefer. 
The  general  Acts  which  relate  to  paying  our  army  from  the 
authority  on  which  the  payment  alluded  to  was  made. 
Supposing,  however',  that  by  the  resolution  is  meant  three 
months'  pay,  in  notes  payable  at  six  monihs  from  the  date  } 
I  must  lake  liberty  to  remind  Congress,  that  completing  the 
payment  to  any  part  of  the  army  is  not  the  business  of  ray 
department,  but  of  the  Paymaster  General.  All  which  can 
depend  on  me,  is  tn  put  ihose  notes  into  his  hands  when 
called  for,  and  this  has  been  done  as  fast  as  was  possible. 

I  am  directed  to  report  the  reasons  why  the  troops  lately 
furloughed  did  not  receive  a  part  of  their  pay  previous 
thereto.  Not  being  able,  Sir,  to  make  so  full  report  on  this 
subject  as  I  could  wish,  [  have  written  a  letter  to  the  Pay- 
master General,  of  which  the  enclosure,  number  one,  is  a 
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Copy.  The  aaswar  to  ibis  letter  shall  be  transtnitted  as 
soon  as  received.  The  facts  relating  to  that  matter  which 
are  within -my  knowledge  are  the  following. 

On  the  dth  day  of  April  last,  a  committee  of  Congress 
did  me  the  honor  to  call,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  oo 
certain  propositions  contained  in  a'  letter   from  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  to  an  honorable  member  from  Virginia. 
One  of  these  propositions  was  to  make  the  army  three 
months'  pay  previoiis  to  their  disband ment.     My  reply  was, 
an  acknowledgement  that  the  claim  was  very  reasonable,  a 
declaration  that  I  doubted  of  the  practicability,  and  a  prayer 
to  be  indulged  with  time  for  consideration.     On  the  14th 
of  April  I  wrote  a  letter  to  that  committee,   in   vhicb 
I  had  the  honor  to  inform  them,  that  three  months'  pay 
amounted,  according  to  the  estimates,  to  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  diousand  dollars.     That  to  supply  so  large  a  sum  was 
utterly  impracticable,  or  indeed  to  obtajn  any  considerable 
part.     That, the  most  which  could  be  done  was  to  risk  a 
large  paper  anticipation.     That  to  render  the  arrangements 
for  that  purpose  effectual  iu  an  official  point  of  view  would 
be  a  t^rk  of  time.     That  the  period  of  my  official  estisi- 
ence  -was  nearly  arrived ;  that  disbanding  the  army  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  ihe'7)  and  to  -the  country  was  doubt- 
less desirable.    That  I  believed  it  to  be  practicable,  although 
extremely  difficult,  and  that  I  should  be  ready  at  all  times 
to  give  my  advice  and  assistance  to  those  who  might  be 
charged  with  that  delicate  and  perilous  undertaking. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  Congress  were  pleased  to  appoint 
a  committeeito  confer  willi  me  relative  to  my  continuance 
in  office.  I  told  that  honorable  committee,  that  the  late 
advices'  from  Europe  gave  a  new  complexion  to  our  af- 
fairs, and  prayed  some  further  time  for  the  receipt  of  iptel* 
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Jigendel  On  the  2  kb  of  April,  I  had  rhe  hbnor  tb  inform 
the  comifiittee,  thnt  if  Congress  thought  my  assistance  cssen-^ 
tial  toward  co[n[>letin§L  such  pnyment  to  the  nrnry  as  nnight 
be  agreed  on,  &&c.  I  would  consent  to  a  (tirther  continu- 
ance lit  ofSce  for  that  purpose  ',  but  prayed  to  be  exctised 
Jroni  that  service  if  Congress  could  otherwise  accomplish 
their  views. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  Congress  were  pleased  lo  i^ 
solve,  that  the  publie  service  required  my  continuance  in 
office  till  arrangements  for  the  reduction  of  the  aftny  could 
be  made,  and  the  eri5;agertienis  taken  in  consequence,  as 
well  as  those  alreddy  taken,  shoirld  be  completed.  On  the 
2d  day  of  May  Congress  were  pleased  to  psss  some  fur- 
ther resolutions  on  the  same  subject,  which  I  shall  shortly 
have  occasirrt)  to  mention.  On  the  3d  of  May  I  iiad  iht 
,  lionor  to  entreat  of  your  Excellency,  that  you  would  inform 
Congress  tliat  1  entertained  a  proper  sense  of  iheir  assthr- 
anc«5  of  firm  support,  and  in  reliance  on  <Acm»  should  con- 
tinue my  zealous  exertions  for  the  service  of  the  United 
Slates. 

On  the  ^h  of  May,  having  had  a  conference  with  the 
Minister  of  War,  on  the  resolutions  of  ll>e  7ih  and  28ih  of 
AprH  and  2d  of  May,  we  took  the  liberty  (o  request,  that  a 
comtnillee  might  be  appointed  to  confer  with  us  or;  the 
subject  of  those  resolutions.  Oa  the  15th  of  May,  two 
gentlemen  of  that  committee  did. us  the  honor  of  the  con- 
ference requested.  In  which  it  was  staled,  as  impractical 
hie  to  make  any  payment  to  the  army^  unless  our  expendi-' 
tares  ivere  immediately  and  considerably  reduced.  The 
committee,  however,  being  desirous  to  have  the  situation 
of  things  Slated  to  them  in  writing,  I  wrote  them  a  letter  on 
the  same  day,  showing,  that  on  the  last  day  of  April  WjS 
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were  in  advance  of  omr  resources,  to  ilie  amount  of  s'lK 
hundred  thousund  dollars  ;  that  our-  foreign  resources  wer^ 
exhausted ;  that  our  domestic  resources  as  far  as  they 
consisted  in  sales  of  public  property,  were  considerably 
reduced  ;  that  as  far  as  ihey  consisted  in  the  pi^oduce  of 
taxes  they  were  e^trem^ly  ^lender  atid  precarious ;  that 
the  monthly  consumption  of  the  army  was  at  lea^t  double 
the  lUiOnthly  produce  of  the  taxes  ;  that  if  they  were  kept 
loriger  in  the  fieW,  they  would  consume  every  resource  by 
which  the  payment  could  possibly  be  made  oj?  hazarded. 
And,  therefore,  that  unless  the  far  greater  patt  of  our  ej?- 
penses  was  immediately  curtailedf  (he  object  Congress  had 
in  view  by  their  resolutions  of  the  2d  of  May  could  not 
possibly  be  accomplishe^f  Tiais  letter  was  ac^ompaniif^ 
with  the  necessary  documents  t^  establiii!)  the  positions 
contained  in  it.  * 

On  the  26tb  of  May  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Comman- 
der in  Chief  should  be  instructed  to  grant  furloughs,  &c. 
And  this  resolution  was  communicated  to  me  on  the  27dK 
Thus,  Sir,  from  the  9th  day  of  April,  vvhen  this  ijialter  was 
first  proposed,  until  the  27th  day  of  j)lay,  when  the  final 
determinations  of  Congress,  wei^e  nuide  known,  ipy  conduct 
was  of  necessity  suspended., 

On  the  29ih  q(  IVlay  I  informed  the  Commander  id 
Chief  of  n}y  deteraiination  to  issue  notes  payable  in  Jlx 
•monAh3  A'QOi  th@  d^tj?,  foir  th;-e.e  months'  pay,,  and  expJaiuied 
to  bifb  tli^e  reasons  why  I  could  not  make  the, payment  in 
apy  olh^r  mode..  In  reply  to  this,, I  recdved  on  the  5ih 
of  June  a  letter  from  tbe  Genera^  daj,ed  the  3d,  which  was 
brought  by  e;xpre;^s,  and  urged  the  transmission  of  a  part 
of  i^Qse  iiQtes«  1  immediOiely  \vrote  an  answer,  in  wUicb. 
I  iaformed^him^.ihat  Qu^aiurci^y  evening,  tbe  3 1st  of  jVl^y, 
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the  paper  arrived  from  the  maker ;  that  on  Monday,  the  2S 
of  June,  it  was  delivered  to  the  printer;  that  he  had  agreed 
to  send  the  first  parcel  of  notes  to  me  on  Friday,  the  6th  of 
June ;  and  that  as  soon  as  I  could  sign  them  they  should  be 
delivered  to  the  Paymaster,  to  be  sent  forward.  On  the 
7th  of  June  the  Paymaster  received  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
on  the  9th  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  on  the  13th  one  hun- 
dred thousand  ;  so  that  in  sis  days  I  signed  six  thousand 
notes,  besides  the  other  business  of  my  oflice.  That  paper 
made  on  purpose^ for  this  business  was  necessary  no  man 
can  doubt,  or  if  it  could  have  been  doubted  the  recent 
attempt  to  counterfeit  these  notes  is  n  sufficient  proof. 
That  the  printing  was  to  take  place  before  the  signing  must 
be  admitted.  The  only  delay  therefore  with  which  I  can 
be  chargeable  must  be  in  the  signing  of  them,  and  upon 
that  subject  I  shall  say  nothing.  If  by  any  means  a  delay 
happened  after  the  notes  were  delivered  into  the  pay  office, 
I  presume  that  the  Paymaster  General  will  be  able  to  ac- 
cou  It  for  it.     I  shall  only  add,  that  he  has  received  half  a 

9 

million  of  ithese  note^,  as  will  appear  by  the  enclosed  note 
of  the  payments  number  two. 

I  am  also  directed,  §ir,  to  report  the  manner  in  which 
I  expect  to  redeem  the  notes  in  questiort..  Congress  will 
be  pleased  to  recollect,  that  the  issuing  of  those  notes  arose 
from  a  proposition  made  by  the  General  and  warmly 
adopted  by  them.  That  although  I  was  very  desirous  of 
gratifying  the  wishes  of  the  army,  I  had  great  apprehen- 
sions as  to  the  ability  of  doing  it.  And  that  from  a  view 
of  the  scantiness  of  our  resources  I  felt  extreme  reluctance 
in  giving  my  consent.  As  to  the  means  of  redeeming  the 
notes,  permit  me  to  refer  Congress  to  the  letters  which  I 
bad  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  on  the  17tb 
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of  March  and  l$t  of  May ;  to  ray  corr^pondeftoe  with 
the  honorable  committee  of  Congress  on  the  14tb  and  16lb 
of  April,  copies  vvhereoj  are  enclosed  in  the  paper  number 
three ;  and  to  a  circular  letter  to  the  States  of  the  12th 
of  May,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed  in  the  paper  number 
four, 

» 

Permit  me  also  to  refer  to  the  various  accounts  which 
have  been  rendered  to  Congress  of  the  state  of  my  depart- 
ment ;  and  to  these  let  me  add  what  appears  on  their  own 
minutes..  On  the  2d  of  May  they  declared  it  to  be  their 
desire,  when  the  reduction  of  the  army  should  take  place, 
to  enable  the  officers  and  soldiers  to  return  to  their  respec- 
tive homes  with  convenience  and  satisfaction ;  fot  which 
purpose  it  would  be  indispensable  to  advance  them  ft  part 
of  tlieir  pay.  They  declared  further,  that  there  were 
many  other  engagements  for  which  the  public  faith  was 
pledged,  and  the  punctual  performance  of  which  was  essen-- 
tial  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States.  And  they  further 
declared,,  that.  nei^Aer  of  these  important  objects  could  be 
effected  without  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  several  States 
in  the  collection  of  taxes.  From  a  conviction  of  these  facts 
Congress  were  pleased  to  call  upon  the  respective  States 
in  the  most  earnest  manner,  lo  forward  the  collection  of 
taxes.  As  an  additional  means  to  accomplish  the  same 
end,  they  were  pleased  to  apply  for  a  funher  loan  of  three 
millions  of  livres  to  bis.  Most  Christian  Majesty.  And  they 
resolved,  that  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  be  directed 
to  take  the  necessary  arrangements  for  carrying  the  views 
of  Congress  into  execution.  And  that  he  be  assured  of 
their  firm  support  towards  fulfilling  thp  engagements  Ire  has 
already  taken,  or  may  take,  on  the  public  account  during 
bis  continuance  in  office. 
VOL.  XII.  49 
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Having  already  so  fully  stated  the  situation  of  my  de* 
partnient,  I  liave  only  to. say  in  answer  to  the  order  I  have 
received,  that  I  rely  on  the  firm  support  of  Congress,  solr 
emnly  pledged  to  me  (for  the  purpose  of  inducing  my  con- 
tinuance in  office)  to  redeem  those  notes  issued  to  the 
army,  as  well  as  to  fulfil'  all  other  engagements  which  I 
have  taken  or  may  take  on  the  public  account. 

Before  I  close  this  letter,  I  beg  leave  to  assign  my  reason 
for  reducing  my  report  to  that  form.  It  is  because  I  had 
rather  bear  the  censure  contained  in  the  acts  of  the  11th 
of  July,  however  painful,  than  place  on  the  minutes  of  Con- 
gress anything  which  may  hold  up  the  idea  of  precipitancy 
on  their  part. 

With  perfect  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MR    GBAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  25th,  ]783. 
Sir, 

I  have  received .  your  letter  of  the  1 5th  of  April,  cover- 
ing a  statement  of  your  accounts,  by  which  it  appears  that 
my  bills  on  you  exceed  the  sum  which  you  will  have  to 
receive  from  the  Court  on  this  year's  subsidy;  This  cir- 
cumstance gives  me  great  pain,  for  it  would  be  very  hard 
if  after  supporting  our  credit  in  Europe  during  the  war,  it 
should  be  fatally  ruined  on  the  establishment  of  peace. 
You  will  have  learned  by  my  former  letters,  that  I  had 
taken  measures  to  throw  into  your  hands  all  the  moneys, 
which  I  could  by  any  means  command  for  that  purpose. 
I  am  still  in  hopes,  that  the  Court  will  make  a  further  eflfort 
in  our  favor,  but  at  any  rate  if  your  payments  should  ex- 
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ceed  your  funds,  I  must  repftce  your  advances  by  remit- 
tances from  hence.  I  hope  that  our  affairs  will  soolfi  take 
such  a  forn],  solidity,  and  establishment,  as  to  rende?  all 
things  perfectly  easy,  aod  the  conclusion  of  the  ddinitive 
treaty,  which  will  .enable  us  to  reduce  our  expenditures, 
added  to  the  advantages  of  a  general  and  lucrative  com- 
merce, c&nnot  fail  of  absorbing  what  few  engagements  may 
be  at  present  unprovided  for.  On  the  whole,  my  Dear 
Sir,  I  have  only  to  say  my  bills  must  be  honored,  and  your 
zeal. in  favor  of  America  must  be  rewarded. 
With  sincere  esteem,  I  am,  fcc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  July  28th,  1783. 

Sir, 

Conceiving  it  to  be  almost  certain,  that  a  definitive  treaty 
of  peace  Js  concluded,  I  am  bound  to  request  the  attention 
of  Congress  towards  reducing  the  expenses.  It  is  unne- 
cessary to  repeat,  thatour  resources  for  absorbing  the  an- 
ticipations, depend  on  the  produce  of  taxation.  There  is 
no  hope  of  fulfilling  the  public  engagements,  but  by  a  strict 
economy,  for  there  is  no  evidence  of  that  energy  among 
the  Stales,  which  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  2d  of  Alay 
was  framed  to  inspire.  Let  me,  therefore,  repeat  my  re- 
quest, that  the  public  expenses  *he  greatly  reduced.  ,  The 
number  of  men  which  it  may.  be  necessary  to  keep  in  -the 
field,  I  cannot  presume  to  name,  as  it  is  a  military  ques- 
tion ;  but  it  would  best  consist  with  the  present  state  of  my 
department  to  disband  the  whole. 

Tour  Excellency  will  easily  conceive  the  situation  to 
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which  I  am  drivcia  whea  I  am  compelM  to  withhold  as- 
sent to  a  moderate  deii:and  of  the  ^Secretary  at  War,  for 
buiiding  magazines  to  preserve  the  pubh'c  stores.  It  is 
certainly  of  in)portance,  that  arseru^Is  should  be  erected  in 
such  proper  places  as  to  provide  for  the  public  defence, 
but  reasons  against  advancing  money  are*  incontroverti- 
ble. Congress  knew  the  extent  of  my  engagements,  for 
the  discharging  of  which  they  have  solemnly-  pledged 
themselves.  Congress  know  alsQ,  that  the  States  do  not 
furnish  means.  They  will  perceive,  therefore,  that  I 
should  wantonly  sacrifice  their  honor  and  dignity,  should  I 
form  new  engagements  before  the  old  are  satisfied. 

I  know,  Sir,  that  many  of  the  stores  may  be  wasted"  and 
destroyed  for  the  want  of  magazines,  and  that  if  ihey  are 
sold  it  will  be  to  a  considerable  loss.  But  much  loss  must 
be  added  to  itve  mass  of  injuries  America  has  already  sus* 
tained  by  not  complying  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress. 
It  is  a  loss,  which  in  its  consequences  must  fall  upon  the 
States  themselves,  who  are  the  immediate  authors  of  it; 
but  if  the  engagements  already  taken  are  violated  by  ap- 
plying money  to  other  purposes,  then  the  honor  of  Con- 
gress will  be  sacrificed,  together  with  the  property  of  those 
who  relied  on  it. 

I  should  not,  Sir,  have  dwelt  so  long  on  this  small  cir- 
cumstence,  if  it  did  not  serve  to  impress  the  true  object  of 
my  letter,. a  reduction  of  national  expense.  And  here  let 
>me  notice  what  has  often  been  mentioned,  the  expense  of 
>the  civil  list.  .If  in  this  general  term  of  civil  list  are  com- 
prehended the  public  servants  abroad,  I  freely  acknowl- 
edge my  opinion,  that  it  might  be  curtailed.  But  the 
foreign  afiairs  not  being  within  my  line,  this  sentiment  is 
expressed  with  all  possible  deference. 
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Qur  domestic  civil  list  cDnsrsts  of  two  parts.  First,  that 
which  is  engaged  in  settling  and  adjusting  old  accounts ; 
and  secondly,  that  which  is  ei];) ployed  in  present  objects. 
The  first  is  J^endered  necessary  by  the  confusions  which 
arose  before  regular  systents  were  established ;  but  it  is  of 
a  temporary  nature,  and  can  never  agam  take  place,  unless 
our  affairs  are  suffered  to  relapse  into  that  irregularity  from 
which  they  are  beginning  to  emerge.  The  second,  I  be- 
iieve,  consists  of  as  few  as  were  ever  appointed  to  perform 
the  business  of  a  nation.  For  what  relates  ilo  the  expense 
of  botl),  I  must  observe,  fhatihose  wlio  labor  for  the  pub* 
lie  are  at  least  to  be  subsisted ;  and  the  proof  that  their 
salaries  do  not  amount  to  move  than  a  decent  subsistence, 
is  the  difficulty  with  which  men  qualified  to  fill  the  seirerai 
offices  can  be  prev^ailed  on  to  accept  tliem.  Shortly  after 
my  sppoiiitmeDt,  a  special  order  was  passed  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  civil  list ;  but  should  Congress  think  pro- 
per to  repeal  that  order,  I  will  suspend  the  payment,  and 
apply  the  money  to  take  up  my  notes.  But  wbetiier  the 
gentlemen <of  the  civil  list  will  continue  their  ser\'ice5  after 
they  know  that  their  salaries  are  to  be  witlifaeld,  is  a  ques- 
tion which  I  shall  not  agitate. 
I  have  the  honor  to J)e,  &lc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


ClBCVhAn  TO   THJS  ■OOVEBNOBS   OV   THE   STATES. 

OfficiB  of  Piiwuice,  July  28th,  1783. 
Sir. 

Having  already  transmitted  the.public  accounts  from 

the  commencement  of  Hiy  adminislralioa   to  the   first 

day  4)f  this  ^month,  I  shall  not  trouble  your  Sjecellency 
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with  a  repetition  of  them.  But  I  must  pray  your  in- 
dulgenca  wliile  I  make  a  few  observations.  Perhaps 
this  letfer  c^ay  contain  too  much  of  egotism,  but  your 
canJor  will  excuse  me  when  the  motive  is  known.  If 
I  have  rendered  any  services  to  the  United  States, 
they  have  been  derived  from  the  generous  confidence 
of  my  countrymen.  This  confidence  must  not  be 
abused,  and  if  it  be  lost  my  utility  is  at  an  end. 

The  accounts  will  shdw  to  any  informed  and  re- 
flecting mind,  that  the  public  moneys  were  economi- 
cally applied ,  and  if  farther ^proof  were  necessary  I 
could  appeal  to  the  honorable  Delegates  in  Congress, 
who  have  every  opportunity  of  investigation.  I  might 
also  appeal  to  the  clamors  against  me  for  opposing 
claims  I  could  not  properly  comply  with.  Long  have 
I  been  the  object  of  enmities  derived  from  that  origin. 
I  have,  therefore,  the  right  to  consider  such  clamors 
and  such  enmities  as  the  confession  and  the  evidence 
of  my  care  and  attention. 

But,  Sir,  from  the  same  accounts  it  will  appear,  that 
on  the  30th  day  of  June  last  my  payments  had  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  of  my  receipts  by  more  than  a 
million  of  dollars.  How,  indeed,  could  it  be  other- 
wise, when  all  the  taxes  brought  into  the  treasury 
since  1781  did  not  amount  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dolhrs  ?  I  have  been  impelled  to  this  heavy 
anticipation  by  an  earnest  desise  to  relieve  our  army, 
t^  the  Greneral's  warm  representations  on  the  subject, 
and  above  all,  by  the  directions  of  Congress  and'  th€ir 
assurance  of  support.  The  enclosed  letter  to  them 
will  show  my  desire  tb  reduce  our  expenses.  But 
while  I  urge  the  reduction  of  expense  it  is  equally  my 
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duty  to  urge  an  increase  of  revenue.  If  I  have  been' 
a  faithful  steward  of  what  was  intrusted  to  me,  if  more 
became  necessary  than  I  ever  received,  and  if  urged 
by  that  necessity  1  have  anticipated  the  receipts, 
surely  I  am  in  the  strictest  line  of  propriety  when  I 
loudly  call  for  relief.  Every  one  must  know,  that  the 
paper  I  have  circulated  will  lose  its  value,  unless 
punctually  redeemed.  The  several  receivers  are  in- 
deed  instructed  to  exchange  it;  but  what  dm  that 
instruction  avail,  if  specie  be  not  placed  in  their  hands 
for  the  purpose?  And  how  can  that  be  effected  but 
by  a  vigorous  collection  of  taxes  ? 

I  know  that  my  solicitude  on  this  subject  will  be 
charged  to  improper  motives.  When  I  urge  a  reduc- 
tion of  expense  it  will  be  said,  that  I  wish  to  impair 
the  strength  and  lessen  the  respectability  of  our 
country.  Far  other  wishes  swell  my  bosom.  But  I 
have  been  driven  into  a  conviction,  that  the  necessity 
of  strength,  and  the  advantage  of  reputation,  are  not 
yet  sufficiently  felt  and  understood  by  all  the  members 
of  our  federal  Union. 

My  present  call  for  taxes  has  also  been  anticipated 
by  a  slanderous  report,  that  I  have  speculated  on  this 
very  paper  which  I  urge  the  redemption  of.  Most 
solemnly  I  declare,  that  I  have  never  been  concerned, 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  such  speculation.  If 
there  be  a  man  in  the  world  who  knows  any  instance 
to  disprove  what  I  say,  let  him  step  forth  with  the 
accusation.  No,  Sir,  the  object  is  in  nowise  a  per- 
sonal one  to  me;  I  only  advocate  the  interest  and  rep-, 
.utation  of  America.  If,  with  a  view  to  injure  me,  the 
attempt  is  made  to  violate  my  engagements,  the  malice 
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Vill  b^ defeated';  but  at  the  same  time  let  it  be  ro^^ 
memLeredy  that  the  country,  whiefa  will  iiet  eupport 
failhTuI  servants^  cSn  never  be  faithfiilly  se9*iredk  Guilt 
and  desperation  will  ever  pant  for  scenes  of  tumult 
and  disorder,  office  will  ever  excite  envy,  and  qi^alev- 
olence  delight  in  slanderous  tales.  Is  it  then  to.  be 
wondered  at  if  my  foes  are  numerous  ?  Believe  n^e,. 
Sir,  if  their  attempts  hTid  only  affected  me  and  mine, 
they  should  have  been  received  in  the  same  silence, 
which  has  buried  many  other  wrongs.  But  on  the 
present  occasion,  it  becomes  my.  duty  to  delineate 
their  baneful  influence.  ' 
'  Pains  are  taken  to  cover  with  infamy  all  those  Who 
discount  the  public  paper.  The  natural  effect  of  this 
measure  is  to  prevent  those  men  from  meddling  with 
it,  who,  from  a  regard  to  their  own  reputation,  would 
do  the  business  on  moderate  terms.  Hence  it  follows, 
that  the  holders  cannot  obtain  so  much  for  their  paper 
as  they  otherwise  might.  Hence  again^  an  additional 
ciamof  and  of  course  an  additional  loss  to  the  pos- . 
sessors.  On  the  basis  of  the  deprecialioo  is  founded 
an  argument  to  prevent  the  redemption.  By  tftese 
means  the  public  credit  is  totally  ruined,  and  th^  gov- 
ernment becomes  chargeable  with  flagrant  ii^justice. 
No  future  anticipations  can  be  made  to  supply  the 
most  urgent  wants;  and  in  the  whole  proceeding, 
they  are  made  the  victims,  who  confided^  in  the  faith 
of  government.  The  attempt,  therefore,  by  this  slan- 
der to  injure  mc  is  an  injury  to  those,  who  have  re- 
ceived my  paper;  and  in  every  instance  where  they 
have  joined  in  propagating  the  report,  they  have, 
joined  their  enemies. to  plunder  themielves. 
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Let  me  iia  longer  ibtrade  6n  youi^  Esteeltency^s 
patiene^^  fbain  W  deelare  my  conviction,  that  the  States 
might  easily  fulfil  fttt  more  extensive  engagements 
than  those  which  I  have  made  on  their  account.  Not- 
withstanding every  insinuation  I  will  continue  my 
efforts  for 'tfitf  purpose,  and  though  base  minds  sholild 
reiterate  their  charges,  I  will  persist  in  my  duty  and 
defy  their  malice. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


REPORT   TO   CONGRESS   RESPECTING   TRANSTERABXiS  CER- 
TIFICATES. 

Office  of  Finaiice,  July  3l8t,  1783. 

The  debts  which  have  beedf  found  due  to  persons  by 
settlements  at  the  Treasury  Office,  have  not  been  evi- 
denced by  transferable  certificates  for  the  following 
reasons. 

1st.  All  such  certificates  have  by  experience  been 
found  to  be  only  another  kind  of  paper  money,  con- 
tinually depreciating  both  by  increase  of  quantity  and 
defect  of  funds. 

ddly.  The  consequence-  thereof  is,  that  the  same  is 
daily  brought  into  fewer  hands  and  for  less  value,  by 
which  one  of  two  things  must  happen,  either  that 
those  few  become  very  rich  by  their  speculations,  or, 
that  being  ^itfraud^d  they  become  clamorous  against 
the  govern riient.    * 

Sdly.  If  the  certificates  are  transferable  in  the  man- 
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ner  proposed  by  the  motion,  they  are  eyidedce  of  the 
debt  as  due  to  the  bearer,  and  therefore  whether  ob- 
tained by  accident,  force,  or  fraud,  vest  him  with  a 
right,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  injured  or  unfortunate 
party. 

4thly.  Being,  therefore,  a  precarious  property,  they 
become  less  valuable  from  that  circumstance. 

5th]y.  When  the  original  proprietors  become  di- 
vested of  theni,  some  of  the  reasops  in  favor  of  reve- 
nues to  redeem  them  lose  their  force,  and  the  advo- 
cates  for  just  measures  being  lessened,  the  probability 
of  carrying  them  through  is  decreased. 

6thly.  While  the  evidence  of  such  debts  is  in  the 
treasury  books  and  the  stock  transferable  there,  the 
public  debt  becomes  a  property,  the  object  of  purchase, 
instead  of  being  as  in  the  other  case  the  means  of 
making  purchases  as  money. 

But  if  there  be  powerful  reasobs  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  which'  have  escaped  the  Superintendent  of 
Finance,  he  shall  very  readily  comply  with  such  oriar 
SLS  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may  seem  meet. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  August  1st,  1783. 

Sir,     ' 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  an  account  of  pay- 
ments, made  by  the  States  to  the  receivers,  until  the  1st 
day  of  July  last,  and  with  it  I  take  the  liberty  also  to  en- 
close a  note,  containing  nearly  the  proportions,  in  wliich 
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the  States  have  paid  their  quotas  of  the  requisitions  for 
1782.* 

I  take  the  liberty  further  to  mention,  that  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  has  (by  nneans  of  the  supplies  to  the  troops 
serving  there)  paid  the  full  amount  of  her  quota  for  1782, 
as  I  am  informed  by  the  Receiver,  whose  accounts  and 
vouchers  (though  momently  expected)  are  not  yet  come 
forward.  The  State  of  Georgia  has  I  believe  contributed 
something  in  the  same  way,  but  if  not,  the  great  ravages 
which  she  has  eudured  will  account  for  the  defect,  without 
supposing  any  defect  of  inclination.  As  for  the  other 
States,  I  pray  leave  to  avoid  any  comments  on  the  bal- 
ances of  their  accounts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


*The  proportions  are  as  follows. 
•South  Carolinft 

Rhode  Island  nearly         -  .  - 

Pennsylvania  above 

Connecticut  and  ) 

„       .  >  each  about   • 

New  Jersey  | 

Massachusetts,  about 

Virginia  about 

New  York  and }       t    v    * 
„      ,     -  >  each  about 

Maryland  ) 

New  Hampshire,  abont 

North  Carolina,  ^ 

Delaware  and     >  nothing  at  all. 

Georgia,  ) 


M 
1-4 
1-5 

1-7 

1-8 
1-12 

1-90 

l-lSl 
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TO   MESSRS    WILLINK   &    CO. 

Office  of  Fioande,  Aaguot  6th,  1783. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of  the  12th  of 
April  last,  which  came  to  hand  two  days  ago.  From  the 
letters  I  had  already  written,  and  which  [  presume  you 
will  have  received  before  this,  you  will  easily  see  how 
much  pleasure  I  derive  from  the  prospect  that  your  Joan 
may  speedily  fill.  Be  assured,  Gentlemen,  that  your  en- 
deavors on  this  occasion  sb^ll  not  be  forgotten ;  and  rely 
on  It  that  you  cannot  render  more  acceptable  service  to 
the  United  States. 

My  former  letters  contained  the  disposition  of  your 
funds  iH>  %  93  |o  satisfy  any  demands  which  Mr  Grand 
might  have.  These  I  suppose  have  been  complied  with, 
and  I  expect,  that  not  only  the  sums  which  Mr  Grand 
could  possibly  want  must  have  come  to  your  hands  before 
this  letter  can  arrive,  but  that  you  will  still  have  a  consid- 
erable balance. 

.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  exchange  on  your  city 
being  now  high,  and  the  disbandment  of  our  army  having 
increased  my  need  of  money  to  make  theoi  a  considerable 
payment,  I  have  concluded  to  draw  on  yoiy  to  tb$  amount 
of  two  hundred  thousand  florins,  «s  ooeasioa  may  offer ; 
and  if  exchange  should  not  fall,  nor  any  advices  arrive  to 
prevent  the  measure,  I  may  perhaps  extend  my  drafts  en 
you  to  five  hundred  thousand  florins.  But  as  it  might 
happen,  notwitbst-Jinding  my  opinions,  that  you  should  not 
be  considerably  in  cash  beyond  Mr  Grand's  demands,  I 
have  determined  on  .these  two  points ;  first,  that  1  will  not 
precipitate  my  sales  here,  but  only  dispose  of  bills  as  occa- 
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8ion  may  rehire ;  and  secondly,  that  I  will  draw  at'iiiniety 
days'  sight,  because  the  demand  for  bills  is  such,  that  a 
difference  in  the  sight  wiU  make  none  in  the  prjce.  By 
these  means  it  will  happen,  Gentlemen,  that  even  if  you 
are  not  in  cash  when  the  bills  arrive,  you  can  have  no  dif- 
ficulty as  to  the  acceptance,  because  the  natural  progress 
of  the  loan  must  put  you  in  possession  of  money  before 
they  can  fall  due.  And  this  is  the  more  to  be  expected, 
as  some  of  the  tobacco  will  doubtless  have  arrived,  which 
cannot  but  give  a  weight  and  solidity  to  your  negotiations. 
If  however  these  things  should  not  so  happen,  you  will,  I 
expect,  pay  the  bills  at  any  rate,  and  for  any  excess 
beyond  your  immediate  funds  you  will  charge  an  interest 
to  the  United  States.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  should 
happen  according  to  my  expectations,  that  you  have  unap- 
propriated money  in  your  hands  when  the  bills  are  pre- 
sented, 1  am  then  to  request  that  you  will  pay  them  at 
sigl^,  if  agreeable  to  the  parties,  deducting  the  usual  dis- 
oouAt  for  prompt  payment,  which  you  will  be  so  kind  as 
to  credit  to  the  United  States. 
With  every  wish  foi^  your  success  and  prosperity,  I  have 

the  honor  ^o  be,  8cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


GSOaG£  WASHINGTON  TO  ROBEBT  MOBBIS. 

Head  Qaarten,  Augiut  6th,  1783. 

I  thank  you  for  the  communication,  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  make  to  me  under  the  11th  of  July.  It 
was  handed  to  me  on  my  return  last  evening  from  a  toiir 

have  been  making  to  the  northward  and  westward,  as 
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far  a»  Crown  Point  and  Fort  Schuyler,  to  view  the  posts 
and  country  in  that  part  of  the  tJnited  States'  territory. 

The  anticipations  youiiave  been  obliged  to  make  are 
indeed  great,  and  your  circular  letter  to  the  States  on  the 
occasion  appears  to  me  sufficient,  if  anything  of  the  kind 
can  be  so,  to  arouse  their  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
your  circumstances.  I  most  sincerely  wish  it  may  have 
the  desired  effect.  . 

In  consequence  of  my  tour  to  the  northward,  the  Quar- 
ter Master  General,  will  have  my  orders  to  prepare  bat** 
teaux  and  other  means  of  transportation  to  the  upper  posts, 
of  the  cannon,  stores  and  provisions,  which  will  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  possessing  and  maintaining  them.  To 
effect  this  money  will  be  necessary,  and  I  give  you  this 
information,  that  a  demand  will  probably  be  made  on  you 
for  the  purpose. 

The  State  of  New  York,  which  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  security  of  these  posts,  aqd  effecting  this  business,  may 
perhaps  be  prevailed  on  to  furnish  the  necessary  sums  to 
be  placed  to  general  accounts.  This  will  probably  exert 
itself  in  ihis  case  preferably  to  any  other.  I  give  you  this 
hint,  and  leave  its  improvement  to  you. 

Knowing  your  situation,  I  fim  pained  when  necessity 
obliges  me  to  make  any  Application  for  money.  But  this 
purpose  is  of  so  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  the 
Usited  States,  and  of  so  urgent  necessity,  that  if  the  sums 
required  cannot  be  obtained  in  the  way  I  have  hinted,  I 
must  entreat  you  to  give  every  assistance  to  Colonel  Pick- 
ering that  shall  be  necessary. 

I  am,  Sz;c. 

GEORQE  WASHINGTON. 
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TO   GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

Office  of  Finance,  August  12ih,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  hiE(ve  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  6th 
instant.  I  am  always  happy  to  hear  from  you,  although  I 
confess  that  every  new  demand  for  money  makes  me 
shudder.  Your  recommendations  will  always  meet  my 
utmost  attention,  because  I  am  persuaded  that  you  have 
equally  with  me  the  desire  to  husband  and  enlarge  our 
resources.  Your  perfect  knowledge  of  our  political  and 
military  situation  must  decide  on  the  measures  to  be  pur- 
sued, and  I  am  persuaded,  that  your  advice  to  Congress 
on  these  subjects  will  be  equally  directed!  to  the  safety,  the 
honor,  and  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

With  very  sincere  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 


TO    THE    PAT   MASTER   GENERAL. 

Office  of  Finance,  August  ISth,  1783. 
Sir,     ■  . 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  6tb 
instant,  containing  two  questions.  To  the  first  of  these  I 
answer,  that  my  anticipations  amount  to  a  very  large  sum, 
that  it  will  employ  all  my  resources  to  honor  engagements 
already  taken;  that  of  consequence  I  cannot  see  my  way 
clear  to  form  new  ones,  and  that  if  I  did,  the  groundless 
and  injurious  clamors,  which  have  been  raised  op  this  sub- 
ject, would  prevent  me.  It  becomes  impossible  to  serve  a 
people  who  convert  everything  into  a  ground  for  calumny. 
The  existence  of  the  republic,  since  the  conclusion  of  a 
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peace,  no  longer  depends  upon  extraordinary  sacrifices 
and  exertions.  My  desire  to  relieve  the  array  has  ^  been 
greatly  cooled,  from  the  inibrcnaition,  that  many  of  them 
have  joined  in  the  reproaches  I  have  incurred  for  their  ben- 
efit. And  the  necessity  I  fee]  of  quitting  (at  the  earliest 
possible  moment)  an  office  of  incessant  labor  and  anxiety, 
whose  only  reward  is  obloquy,  will  not  permit  me  even  to 
think  of  any  farther  anticipations. 

The  second  question  in  your  letter  is  foreign  to  my  de- 
partment ;  a  question,  which  you  have  as  many  materials 
to  judge  upon  as  I  have,  and  which  you  are  particularly 
authorised  to  decide.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   ELBRIDO£    OERRY. 

Office  of  Finance,  August  a6th,  1783. 

•  Sir, 
In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  shall  not  only  give 
the  information  which  appears  to  have  been  the  object  of 
Mr  Clarke's  letler,  but  recapitulate  also  the  observations 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  on  what  you  mentioned  as 
the  object  of  the  committee.  And  first,  for  the  information 
desired,  T  can  answer  only  in  general  terms,  that  I  believe 
the  various  engagements  entered  into  previous  to  the  end 
of  1781,  were  under  the  faith  of  requisitions  then  existing. 
Since  that  period,  I  know  of  only  two  requisitions  for  cur- 
rent service,  both  of  them  founded  on  estimates.  The  first 
was  of  eight  millions  for  the  service  of  1782,  and  the 
second  was  of  two  millions,  for  part  of  the  service  of  1783, 
All  the  engagements  of  my  administration  are  on  the  faith 
of  these  latter  requisitions. 
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Tbe  first  object  you  .mentioned  was  ip  alter  the  mode  of 
settling  accounts,  so  far  as  the  requisitions  previous  to  1781 
are  concerned,  and  only  to  calculate  the  actuaV  payments, 
or  advances  by  the  States,  with  the  interest,  so  that  the 
whole,  being  formed  into  one  sum,  may  be  afterwards  ap- 
(x>rtioned  among  the  States.     To  which  plan,  among  other 
objections,  I  took  the  liberty  to  stale  the  following.     First, 
there  is  no  evident  necessity  for  taking  this  step,  and  there- 
fore it  will  be  prudent  to  omit  it ;    because  in  such  cases 
government  risk  every  unforeseen  danger  that  may  result, 
and  always  render  their  affairs  more  complicated.     Sec- 
ondly, the  measure  may  be  misunderstood,  and  occasion 
clamors,  which  will  indispose  some  to  adopt  tbe  other  meas- 
ures recommended  by  Congress;    which  objection  though 
it  ought  not  to  weigh  in  competition  with  what  is  evidently 
proper  and  rights  must  nevertheless  be  attended  to  in  thing3 
of  more  doubtful  complexion.     Thirdly,  there  would  arise 
from  it  a  degree  of  irregularity  ;  for  the  particular  accovnts 
being  now  all  opened  in  the  treasury  books,  by  ll^e  authority 
of  the  late  Board  of  the  Treasury,'  it  appears  most  natural 
to  continue  them  in  their  present  form,  until  the  fine)  settle- 
ments.    Fourthly,  all  the  information  necessary  to  enable 
Congress  to  decide  on  tbe  accounts  when  settled  will  then 
be  in  their  power ;    for  the  accounts  will  contain,  oa  one 
side,  the  compliances  of  the   Stales  with  the  requisitions, 
together  with  all  other  advances  which  they  have  made  for 
the  public  service,  and  on  the  other  side  will  be  tbe  amount 
of  the  various  requisitions.     Whenever  therefore  Congress 
on  such  full  view  of  the  subject,  shall  think  proper  to  remit 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  requisitions,  entries  will  be 
made  in  the  treasury  books  accordingly.     Fifthly,  it  would 
be  rather   premature. to  make  the  decision  prpposed  be- 

VOL.    XII.  51 


402  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

fore  (by  a  settlement  of  accounts)  all  the  proper  materials 
are  brought  into  view ;  and  untif  the  States  have  adopted 
the  proposed  measures  for  funding  the  public  debts.  Be- 
cause, sixthly,  it  is  conceived  that  the  various  requisitions 
were  adequate  to  the  necessary  service  ;  and  that  although 
it  may  perhaps  be  wise  eventually  to  convert  the  whole 
expenditure  of  the  war  into  the  form  of  a  debt,  in  order 
thereby  to  prevent  the  disputes  which  might  arise  on  the 
apportionments,  still  it  must  be  remembered,  that  this  step 
cannot  be  taken  until  funds  are  obtained.  Until  that  pe- 
riod, therefore,  it  is  perhaps  as  well  to  leave  the  requisi- 
tions ;  if  it  be  only  to  show  the  States  why  they  are  called 
on  for  revenues  now,  viz.  because  they  would  not  or  could 
hot  furnish  supplies  before.  But,  lastly,  it  might  prove 
dangerous  under  present  circumstances  to  take  any  step 
whatever  with  these  requisitions.  Only  partial  compli- 
ances have  been  made.  Some  States  therefore  adhere  to 
some  requisitions,  and  some  to  others,  according  to  the 
real  or  supposed  situation  of  their  accounts.  To  go  no 
farther,  it  would  har<lly  be  prudent  to  hazard  a  dispute 
with  Massachusetts,  by  relinquishing  the  requisitions  of 
March,  1780,  or  with  some  other  Stales  by  a  useless  at- 
tempt to  enforce  them. 

The  other  object,  Sir,  which  you  appeared  to  have  in 
view,  is  to  relinquish  50  much  of  the  requisitions  since  1781, 
as  might  leave  only  the  sum  necessary  for  fulfilling  present 
engagements.  Now  although  the  resolution,  which  seems 
to  have  been  in  contemplation,  would  not  have  had  this 
effect,  because  the  requisition  for  the  service  of  1782  was 
made  on  estimates,  yet  I  shall  assign  a  few  objections  to  the 
plan.  The  reason  urged  in  favor  of  it  is,  that  the  demand 
was  so  much  beyond   the  abilities  of  the  States,  and  the 
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necessities  of  the  service,  tbat^  it  must  excite  a  despair  of 
compliance,  and  a  diffidence  in  the  prudeqce  of  those, by 
whom  it  was  made.  To  which  it  may  well  be  replied, 
that  the  ability  of  the  States  is  not  so  hastily  to  be  decided 
on,  because  it  has  never  been  put  to  the  proof  by  prudent 
and  vigorous  taxation,  because  other  countries  not  so 
wealthy  be^r  much  heavier  taxes  without  inconvenience, 
and  because  these  very  States  have  borne  it,  though  under 
another  name ;  for  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  money, 
which  wiped  away  not  less  than  twelve  millions  annually, 
was  in  effect  a  tax  to  that  amount. 

But  further,  even  admitting  the  supposed  inability,  still 
the  requisition,  if  not  excessive  as  to  its  object,  ought  of 
necessity  to  have  been  made.  Because  the  States  could 
by  no  other  mode  of  reasoning  be  convinced  of  the  neces- 
sity of  establishing  that  credit,  which  can  alone  prevent 
such  great  efforts.  And  because  if  such  requisitions  had 
not  been  made,  some  branch  of  service  must  have  been  left 
unprovided  for  by  Congress,  on  the  very  face  of  their  own 
measures,  which  would  have  been  a  palpable  absurdity. 

And  this  leads  to  the  second  point,  viz.  that  the  de- 
mand was  beyond  the  necessities  of  the  service.  Before 
this  position  is  assumed  it  must  be  considered,  not  only 
what  expense  was  actually  paid,  but  also  what  was  proba- 
ble when  the  demand  was  made,  and  what  of  the  expense 
incurred  still  remains  due.  And  first,  as  to  what  was  paid ; 
we  shall  find  that  the  military  collections  in  the  Southern 
States  went  to  a  considerable  sum,  which  is  not  yet  brought 
into  the  public  accounts,  as  there  was  no  money  to  defray 
it,  owing  to  the  noncompliance  of  the  States.  Secondly, 
the  probable  expense  was  far  beyond  the  actual,  becaiise 
of  the  misfortunes  of  our  allies,  which  rendered  it  neces- 
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sary  to  lay  aside  the  pro^sed  offensive  ineastifes,  and 
which  could  not,  if  not  laid  aside,  have  been  carried  into 
effect,  by  reason  of  the  lamentable  deficiencies  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue.  And  thirdly,*  a  very  considerable  part  of  the 
expense  of  1782  is  necessarily  paid  in  1783,  and  a  far 
more  considerable  part  remains  unpaid.  For  instance, 
almost  the  whole  amount  of  the  pay  of  the  army ;  an  army 
by  no  means  so  numerous  as  that  which  the  General  had 
called  for,  and  Congress  resolved  on.  And  rt  would  have 
been  indeed  very  strange,  if  Congress  had  asked  only  five 
millions  from  the  States,  including  therein  every  other  arti- 
cle, but  the  pay  of  the  army  on  whose  exertions  every- 
thing depended. 

Having  said  thus  much  on  what  has  been  assumed  with 
respect  to  these  estimates,  and  which  I  can  defend  the 
more  hardily,  as  by  accident  ihey  did  not  pass  through 
my  office,  I  proceed  now  to  state  the  objections  against 
remitting  them.  And  first,  let  it  always  be  kept  in  view, 
that  the  States  not  having  granted  the  funds  necessary  for 
securing  to  our  army  the  interest -of  their  dues,,  ihat  army 
has  a  just  right  to  insist  that  the  requisition  for  the  principal 
be  not  relinquished,  until  such  grants  be  made.  Secondly, 
it  must  be  remembered,  that  Congress  have  not  yet  any 
standard  for  making  a  final  apportionment,  and  therefore  it 
must  be  very  useless  now,  to  touch  requisitions  which  must 
speedily  be  retouched  again.  Thirdly,  the  States  which 
have  complied  more  fully  th^in  others,  would  undoubtedly, 
in  such  cascj  relax  from,  and  perhaps  totally  withhold  their 
efforts;  from  the  conviction  that  deficient  States  would 
alwayS'be  atle  to  obtain  from  Congress  a  vote  favorable  to 
themselves,  and  consequently  unfavorable  to  others ;  which 
idea,  grounded  too  much  on  past  experience,  is  one  great 
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cause  of  th»t  itialtentioa  vWjich  led  us  to  the  brink  of  ruin. 
Fourlhlyi  this  tnischief  would  not  only  arise  among  the 
States,  but  it  would  exist  also  amidst  and  within  them,  for 
a  relaxation  of  the  whole  quota  would  naturally  render  new 
interior  apportiontnents  necessary.  Not  to  meotion  the 
delays  aad  disputes  thereby  ocpftsiooed,  the  remainder  of 
what  would  then  be  to  pay  would  be  throwii  of  course 
upon  remote  counties,  where  the  powers  of  government  are 
weak,  the  collections  languid,  and  the  revenue  in  every 
respect  feeble  and  unproductive.  Great  deficiencies  would 
ai*ise  from  these  causes,  both  in  the  periods  and  the  amount 
of  payments^  and  either  would  be  sufficient  to  cause  an- 
other national  bankruptcy.  But,  fifthly,  there  can  be  no 
reason  for  the  measure  proposed ;  because  it  is  much  more 
simple  to  leave  the  present  demands  for  ten  millions  of  doi* 
lars  upoif  their  present  footing,  until  the  apportionment  of 
that  whole  sum  can  be  made ^naZZjr  to  pay  (from  whatever 
is  Brought  in)  the  amount  of  all  existing  engagements,  to 
go  on  (should  oollections  be  sufficient)  and  pay  ofi*  a 
part  of  our  debts*  and  finally  to  a^ke  no  new  requisitions, 
until  these  be  completely  complied  with.  By  that  period 
Congress  will  be  able  lo  decide  with  accuracy  on  the  sums 
necessary  for  annual  service ;  they  wiH  be  able  to  appor« 
tion  their  demands  accordingly,  and,  what  is  of  infinite 
importance,  they  will  have  set  an  example  of  persisting 
regularly  in  a  measure,  until  a  full  and  final  compliance. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully,  Sec. 

.     ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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GEOiiGE    WASHINGTON    TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

Rocky  HUl,  August  30th,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  informing  you,  that 
Baron  Steuben  has  returned  from  Canada,  without  being 
able  to  accomplish  any  part  of  the  business  be  had  in  charge, 
in  consequence  of  which,  and  of  the  late  season  of  the 
year,  I  have  judged  it  impossible  to  take  possession  of  the 
western  posts  this  fall,  and  have  ordered  a  stop  to  be  put 
to  the  movement  of  troops  and  stores,  and  to  the  prepara- 
tions which  were  making  for  that  purpose ;  of  which  I  have 
given  notice  to  the  Quarter  Master  General,  and  to  the 
contractors,  and  have  taken  every  other  precaution  in  my 
power  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  unnecessary  ex- 
penses. 

I  am,  &c.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO   GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

» 

Office  of  Finance,  September  3d,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  25th  and  SOth 
of  last  month.  The  latter  was  by  far  the  more  agreeable, 
for  I  confess  to  you,  Sir,  that  I  beheld  the  attempt  to  gar- 
rison the  western  posts  with  pain,  and  went  into  so  much 
of  it  as  concerns  my  department  with  infinite  reluctance. 
I  persuade  myyelf  that  the  only  effectual  means  of  getting 
a  good  American  establishment  of  any  kind  is,  to  be  so 
long  without  it  that  a  sense  of  the  want  shall  stimulate  the 
States  into  the  means  of  forming  it.  At  present  all  we  can 
do  is,  to  close  the  past  scene,  if  possible,  with  reputation. 

I  am,  very  sincerely,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


r  - 
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CIRCULAR   TO    THE    COMMISSIONERS    OF    ACCOUNTS. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  4th,  1783. 

Sir, 

As  the  Commissioners,  both  on  the  Accounts  of  the  De« 
partments  and  on  those  of  the  States,  are  now  almost  all 
appointed,  and  in  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices, 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  adding  a  little  to  their  importa^nt 
employment.  And  this  I  do  with  a  view  to  the  future 
.service  of  the  Union,  under  whatever  hands  the  adminis- 
tration may  fall. 

In  the  course  of  the  business  committed  to  your  care, 
you  will  have  occasion  to  travel  into  different  places,  and 
therefore  you  will  have  an  opportunity  to  render  an  accu- 
rate account  of  many  particulars,  which  it  is  iuportaut  to 
know.  A  well  regulated  system  of  finance  requires,  that 
money  be  raised  with  ease  to  the  people,  and  expended 
with  economy  to  the  public.  An  iptimate  acquaintance 
with  the  state  and  the  resources  of  .a  country,  is  alike  es- 
sential to  both  of  these  objects. 

The  state  of  the  country  is  either  geographical^  moraly 
political^  or  commercial.  The  geographical  state  compre- 
hends, 

1st.  The  general  extent,  divisions,  and  subdivisions. 

2dly.  The  mountains,  rivers  and  roads,  with  their  re- 
spective courts  and  distances. 

3dly.  The  kind  and  quality  of  the  soil ;.  and 

4thly.  The  natural  advantages  or  disadvantages  for  hus- 
bandry, manufactures,  or  commerce,  including  therein, 
mines,  minerals,  quarries  salines,  and  the  like. 

The  moral  state  of  the  country  comprehends, 

1st.  .The  population^  whether  numerous  or  not,  and 
whether  by  natives  or  emigrants. 
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2dly.  The  manners ;  which  include  the  mode  of  IiTe  and 
occupation  of  the  people,  from  those  who  live  by  hunting 
or  grazing,  to  the  kisb^Adnaaa,  and  so  on  to  the  most  per- 
fect mechanics. 

3dly.  The  husbandry  ;  by  which  is  meant  the  particular 
k.nds  which  may  be  practised,  and  the  degree  of  improve- 
ment in  each.  The  various  climates  and  productions  of 
the  States,  as  well  as  their  different  periods  of  settlement 
and  relative  population,  have  rendered  this  article  ex- 
tremely various. 

4tbly.  The  arts ;  by  which  is  not  so  much  intended  the 
fine,  as  the  useful  arts.  It  may,  however,  be  not  amiss  to 
mention  any  peculiar  or  remarkable  excellence  in  the 
former.  The  useful,  or  mechanic  arts,  being  in  some 
places  considerably  advanced,  aiid  in  others  hardly  estab- 
.  lished,  and  the  wealth  of  the  country  depending  much 
upon  them,  it  will  be  well  to  know  the  subject  intimately. 

.')thly.  The  buildings ;  tliese  may  be  either  public  or 
prirate.  The  former  may  be  noticed,  but  of  the  latter  aU/ 
accurate  information  will  be  necessary,  seeing  that  in  genie- 
ral  much  infonnation  as  to  the  abilities  of  a  people  may  be 
derived  from  a  knowledge  of  the  houses  they  have  buih ; 
whether  these  be  of  logs,  foi*  shelter  of  the  new  and  indi- 
gent cultivator ;  or  of  stone,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
established  and  wealthy  husbandman.  So  also,  whether 
the  windows  be  glazed  or  not,  the  state  of  the  several  out- 
houses, &c.     And, 

6lhly.  The  improvements ;  which  will  comprehend,  of 
land,  from  the  first  clfenring  of  a  forest,  to  the  watering  and 
dyking  of  meadows  and  swamps ;  and  of  buildings,  from  a 
common  saw  mill,  to  all  the  various  furnaces,  forges,  ttiWls, 
and  machines,  wfiich  may  be  met  with  in  the  progress  of 
your  inquiries. 
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The  political  state  of  the  country  comprehends, 

l^t.  The  constUotion  of  government ;  which  is  noi 
merely  the  paper  form,  but  the  practice  under  it ;  and 
that  will  depend  much  upon  the  tendency  of  the  people 
towerds  arislocratical  or  democratical  dispo«lians.  The 
former  may  be  expected,  where  large  tracts  of  territory 
are  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  and  the  latter  where  a  consid- 
erable equality  of  fortunes  is  found  in  cities.  But  neither 
of  these  circumstances,  though  forcible,  is  conclusive,  and 
therefore  it,  is,  that  the  knowledge  collected  on  the  spot  by 
conversation  and  observation,  becomes  useful. 

2diy.  The  magistracy  ;  by  which  is  meant  not  only  the 
mode  of  appointment,  the  names,  the  po^vers,  and  the  ju- 
risdictions, but  what  is  far  more  important,  the  authority, 
which  materially  depending  upon  the  respect  paid  to  the 
magistracy,  must  be  much  influenced  by  the  personal  cha- 
racter of  the  magistrates ;  and  by  that  character  is  not .  so 
much  intended  the  reputation  of  a  few  individuals,  as  of 
the  whole  corp^,  and  for  a  considerable  space  of  time. 

3dly.  The  interior  police ;  which  is  intimately  connected 
with,  and  mutually  acted  upon  by  the  former.  This  dif- 
fers widely  in  the  different  States,  and  is  the  more  neces- 
sary to  be  known,  as  various  branches  of  it  may  either  fa- 
cilitate or  oppose  the  public  measures. 

4thly.  The  revenue ;  and  under  this  head  is  particularly 
to  be  noted  the  modes  of  laying,  levying,  and  collecting 
taxes,  the  time  and  the  expense  which  are  emploj^ed,  and 
the  delays  and  the  frauds  which  happen.  To  the^e  will 
be  added,  the  amount  brought  intathe  treasury,  and,  as 
far  as  may  be,  the  quantum  appropriated  to  public  uses ; 
and, 
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5tlily.  The  credit,  both  public  and  private ;  the  former 
of  which  has  a  close,  connexion  with  the  revenue. 

The  commercial  slate  of  the  country,  comprehends, 

1st.  The  produce;  Und^r  which  tenn  is  included  not 
only  the  raw  material,  but  the  Yuder  manufactures ;  such 
lor  instance,  as  flour  from  wheat,  iron  from  ore,  and  the 
like. 

2dly.  The  roads- and  navigation  to  the  several  ports;  on 
the  facility  whereof  must  greatly  depend  the  prices-  of 
things,  and  even  the  practicability  of  obtaining  them. 

3dly.  The  imports  and  exports,  with  the  places  to  and 
from  which  the  sam€  are  made ;  the  former  as  precisely 
as  possible,  and  the  latter  in  such  general  terms  as  may 
convey  a  tolerably  just  idea  of  the  principal  branches  and 
connexions  of  foreign  commerce. 

4thly.  The  value  of  lands ;  which  though  a  result  from 
various  heads  already  mcniioned,  has  a  more  intimate  con- 
nexion with  commerce ;  and, 

5thly.  The  value  of  money;  by  which  js  not  so  much 
meant  the  coins,  as  the  rates  of  interest  actpally  paid,  and 
the  facility  of  obtaining  money  on  interest. 

The  resources  of  a  State  are  twofold,  being  either  those 
which  exist  and  may  be  drawn  forth  and  applied  in  peace, 
for  the  various  purposes  which  may  then  occur  to  melio- 
rate or  beautify  the  country,  such  as  the  opening  of  interior 
navigation, 'mending  of  roads,  and  erecting  of  buildings; 
Of  those  which  can  be  exerted  fpr  the  purposes  of  war, 
either  offensive  or  defensive.  The  resources  in  peace  will 
appear  from  due  reflection  on  the  information  already 
asked;  as  will  indeed,  in  a  great  degree,  those  for  war, 
particularly  offensive  war.  But  still  there  remain  some 
particulars  worthy  of  notice  'y  such  as, 
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ist.  The  number  of  men  which  may  be  broQght  into 
the  public  service ;  being  either^  seamen  or  soldiers ;  and 
consequently  the  number  of  each  should  be  distin- 
guished. 

2dly.  The  quantity  of  provisions  and  the  kinds. 

3dly.  The  forage  of  different  kinds ;  and, 

4thly.  The  various  means  of  transportation,  such  as 
horses,  wagons,  boats,  &c. 

Having  thus,  Sir,  pointed  out  the  principal  objects  on 
which  1  wish  for  information,  I  must  now  request,  that  you 
will  endeavor  to  collect  it  as  speedily  and  as  perfectly  as 
your  means  and  opportunities  may  permit,  and  that  you 
will  transmit  it  as  fast  as  it  is  obtained,  but  always  in  letters 
which  contain  no  other  matter,  and  arranged  regularly 
under  the  severi^l  titles  which  have  been  mentioned ;  but 
as  it  is  impossible  to  •foresee  the  various  matters  which 
may  arise,  and  the  occurrences  which  will  impress  them- 
selves on  an  intelligent  and  inquisitive  mind,  you  will  be 
pleased  under  the  head  of  Miscellaneous  Observations,  to 
transmit  any  such  things  as  you  may  think  useful  or  im- 
portant to  be  known.  * 

I  am,  Sir,  he. 

ROBtiRT  MORRIS. 


TO   JOKN    ADAMS. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  aOth,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  duly  honored   with  your  Excellency's 

favors  of  the  5th,  10th,   jind    11th  of  July.     I  hare 

taken  the  liberty  to  make  some  extracts  from  the  two 

latter,  whieh  are  transmitted  in  a  letter  to   the  Gov- 
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ereor  of  Massacbusetts,  a  copy  whereof  is  enclosed. 
Permil  m^,  Sir,  tp  give  my  feeble  approbation  and 
applause  for  those  sentiments  of  wisdom  and  iotegrity, 
which  are  as  happily  expressed  as  they,  are  forcibly 
conceived.  The  necessity  of  strengthening  our  con- 
federation, providing  for  our  debts,  and  forming  some 
federal  constitution,  begins  to  be  most  serh)usly  fielt. 
But  unfortunately  for  America,  the  narrow  and  illib^ 
eral  prejudices  of  some  have  taken  such  deep  root, 
that  it.  must  he  difficult  and  may  prove  impracticable 
to  remoye  them. 

I  agree  with  you,  Sir,  in  opinion,  that  the  late  peace 
was  not,  all  circumstances  considered,  a  bad  one  for 
£iigland.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  peace  equally  glorious 
lo,  and  necessary  for,  America.  AH  ranks  of  men  in 
this  country  feel,  as  well  as  perceive,  the  benefits  of 
it,  and  the  fault  finders  (for  such  men  there  always 
will  be)  are  borne  down  by  the  general  torrent  of 
applause. 

I  was  happy  to  learn  by  the  Washington  packet, 
that  you  intended  a  short  trip  to  Amsterdam  for  the 
purpose  of  urging  on  the  loan.  I  hope  you  may  have 
met  with  the  success  due  to  your  zeal  and  abilities ;  I 
shall  ask  no  greater. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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-       .  TO  B»   FRAKKLIN. 

I 
Offioe  of  Finance;  September  30th,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  €nn  to  aeknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors  of 
the  7th  of  March  and  37th  of  July.  For  both  of  them, 
accept  my  thanks^.  You  express  an  apprehension  lest 
the  union  between  France,  and  America  shonld  be 
diminished  by  accounts  from  your  side  of  the  water. 
This  apprehension  does  you  equ^l  honor .  as  ^  states- 
men and  aa  a  man.  Every  principle,  which  .ought  to 
actuate  the  eoondis  of  a  nation,  requires  from  us  an 
affectionate  conduct  towards  France,  and  I  very  sin- 
cerely Iflsment  th4yse  misapprehensions,  which  have 
indisposed  some  worthy  men  towards  that  nation, 
whose  treasure  and  Mood  have  been  so  freely  expended 
for  us,  • 

i  believe  4he  tnitii,  with  respect  to  some,  to  be  this. 
A  warm  attachment  to  America  has  prevented  them 
from  making  due  allowances  in  those  eases  where  their 
Country  wes  concerned.     Under  certain  prepossessions 
it  was  natural  for  them  to  think,  that  the  Fr^snch  Min- 
istry might  do  more  for  us,  and  it  was  quite  as  natural 
for  the  Ministers  to  think,  that  we  ought  to  have  done 
more  for  ourselves.     The  moment  of  ti^ty  with  Eng- 
land was  of  course  the  moment  of  profession  with 
English  Ministers.     I  fear  that  the  impressions  made 
by  these  were  for  a  little  while  rather  more  deep  than 
was  quite  necessary.     But  the  same  love  of  America, 
which  had  raised  such  strong  irritabiKty  where  her 
interests  were  concerned,  will  of  course  stimulate  it  to 
an  equal  degree  wiven  those  int^^sts  are  assailed  from 
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another  quarter.  I  think  I  may  venture  to  assure 
you,  that  the  esteem  of  this  country  for  France  is  not 
diminished,  and  that  the  late  representations  have  not 
been  so  unfavorable  as  you  fear. 

Our  commerce  is  flowing  very  fast  towards  Great 
Britain,  and  that  from  causes  which  must  forever  in- 
fluence the  commercial  part  of  society.  Some  articles 
are  furnished  by  Britain  cheaper,  many  as  cheap,  and 
all  on  a.  long  credit.  Her  merchants  are  attentive  and 
punctual.  Ip  her  ports  our  vessels  meet  with  des- 
patch. I  say  nothing  of  language  aad  manners,  be- 
cause I  do  not  think  their  influence  so  strong  on  com* 
merce  as  many  people  suppose,  but  what  is  of  no  little 
importance  is,  that  the  English  having  formed  our 
taste,  are  more  in  a  capacity  to  gratify  that  taste  by 
the  nature  and  fashion  of  their  manu&ctures.  There 
is  another  circumstance,  also,  which  must  not  be  for- 
gotten. The  great  demand  for  French  manufiatetures 
djuring  the  war  increased  the  price  of  many,  and  some 
time  will  be  required  before  it  can,  by  a  fair  competi- 
tion, be  discovered,  which  of  the  two  •  countries, 
France  or  England,  can  supply  us  cheapest.  The 
delays  in  the  public  bills  is  a  further  circumstance 
which  militates  (a  momentary  obstacle)  against  the 
trade  witl)  Franceu 

I  must,  therefore,  mention  to  you,  also,  a  matter 
which  is  of  great  effect.  Until  we  can  navigate  the 
Mediterranean  in  safety,  we  cannot  trade  in  our  own 
bottoms  with  the  ports  of  France  or  Spain,  which  are 
on  that  sea.  And  we  certainly  will  not  trade  there  in 
foreign  bottoms,  because  we  do  not  find  the  same  con- 
veniences and  advantage  in  so  doing,  as  in  our  own 
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vessels ;  unless,  indeed,  it  be  on  board  of  English 
ships.  This  may  be  a  disagreeable  fact,  but  it  is  not 
the  less  a  fact. 

I  helieve  that  informations  are  transmitted  hence  to 
the  Court,  which  they  ought  not  to  rely  on.  Their 
|ervants  doubtless  do  their  duty  in  transmitting  such 
information,  but  I  am  persuaded  that  they  are  them* 
selves  not  well  informed.  Indeed  it  is  quite  natural, 
that  men  should  mistake  when  they  examine  and  treat 
of  a  subject  with  which  they  are  unacquainted.  And 
it  cannot  well  be  supposed,  that  political  characters  are 
competent  to  decide  on  the  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages of  allowing  to,  or  withholding  from  us,  a  share 
in  the  carrying  trade.  On  this  subject  I  will  make  a 
further  observation,  and  you  may  rely  on  it,  that  I 
speak  to  you  with  candor  and  sincerity,  not  with  a 
view  to  making  any  impressions  on  the  Court.  You 
may  communicate  or  withhold  what  I  sa^,  and  they 
may  or  may  not,  apply  it  to  their  own  purposes.  If 
anything  will  totally  ruin  the  commerce  of  England 
with  this  country,  it  is  her  blind  attachment  to  her 
navigation  act.  This  act  which  never  was  the  real 
foundation  of  her  naval  superiority,  may  and  perhaps, 
will  be  the  cause  of  its  destruction.  If  France  pos- 
sesses commercial  wisdom,  she  will  take  care  not  to 
imitate  the  conduct  of  her  rival. 

The  West  India  Islands  can  be  supplied  twenty  per 
cent  cheaper  in  American  than  in  French  or  British 
bottoms.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  the  reasons,  but 
you  may  rely  on  the  fact.  *  The  price  of  the  produce 
t)f  any  country  must  materially  depend  on  the  cheap- 
ness of  subsistence.     The  price  at  which  that  produce 
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ean  be  vended  abroad  must  depend  on  the  fadlily  of 
conveyance.  Now  admitting  for  a  moment  (wbieh 
by  the  by  is  not  true)  that  France  might,  by  some« 
thing  like  a  British  navigation  act,  increase  her  ships 
and  her  seamen  \  these  things  would  necessarily  fol* 
low.  1st.  Her  Islands  would  be  leM  wealthy,  an^ 
therefore  less  able,  to  consume  and  pay  for  her  rnanu^ 
factures.  Mly.  The  produce  of  those  Inlands  would 
be  less  cheap,  and  therefore  less  able  to  sustain  the 
weight  of  duties,  and  support  a  competition  in  foreign 
markets.  3dly.  The  commerce  with  this  country 
would  be  greatly  lessened,  because  that  every  Amer* 
icsn  ship,  which  finds  herself  in  a  French,  English, 
or  other  port,  will  naturally  seek  a  freight  there,  rather 
than  go  elsewhes^  to  look  for  it  \  because  in  many 
commodities  the  difference  of  price  iti  di&rent  parts 
will  not  compensate  the  time  and  cost  of  going  from 
place  to  place  to  look  after  them.  To  these  principal 
reasons  might  be  added  many  others  of  less  weight, 
though  not  of  little  influence,  such  as  the  probable  in* 
crease  of  commercial  intercourse,  by  increasing  the 
connexions  and  acquaintances  of  individuals.  To  this 
and  to  every  thing  else  which  can  be  said  on  the  sub- 
ject by  an  American,  I  know  there  is  one  short  an- 
swer always  ready,  viz.  that  we  seek  to  increase  our 
own  wealth.  So  far  from' denying  that  this  is  among 
my  motives,  I  place  it  as  the  foremost,  aud  setting 
aside  that  gratitude  which  I  feel  for  France,  I  do  not 
seruple  to  declare,  that  a  regard  to  the  intei'ests  of 
America  iei,  with  respect  to*  dll  nations  of  the  world 
my  political  compass.  Bot  the  different  nations  of 
Europe  should  consider,  that  in  proportion   to. the 
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wealth  of  this  country  will  be  her  ability  to  pay  for 
those  commodities^  which  all  of  them  are  pressing  us 
to  buy. 

Our  people  still  qontinue  as  remiss  as  ever  in  the  pay- 
ment 0/  taxes.  Much  of  tbiS|  as  you  justly  observe^ 
arisen  from  the  difficulties  of  collection.  But  those  diffi- 
culties are  much  owing  to  an  ignorance  of  proper  modes, 
and  an  unwillingness  to  adopt  them.  In  short,  though  all 
are  content  to  acknowledge,  that  there  is  a  certain  burden 
of  taxation  which  oifght  to  be  borne,  yet  each  is  desirous 
of  shifting  it  from  his  own  shoulders  to  those  of  his  neigh- 
bors. Time  will,  I  hope,  produce  a  remedy  to  the  evils 
under  which  we  labor,  but  it  may  also  increase  them. 

Your  applications  to  the  Court  for  aid  are  certainly  well 
calculated  to  obtain  it;  but  I  am  not  much  surprised  at 
your  ill  success.  /  Indeed  I  should  have  been  much  sur- 
prised if  you  had  been  more  fortunate.  Of  all  men  I  was 
placed  in  the  situation  to  take  the  deepest  concern  in  the 
event,  but  I  cannot  disapprove  of  the  refusal,  for  we  cer- 
tainly ought  to  do  more  for  ourselves  before  we  ask  the  aid 
of  others.  Copies  of  your  letters  to  the  Court  were  laid 
hefore  Congress,,  and  also  the  copy  of  the  new  contract. 
I  will  enclose  with  this  a  further  copy  of  the  ratification  of 
the  old,  if  I  can  obtain  it  in  season  from  Princeton,  where 
the  Congress  now  are. 

I  have  written  also  on  the  subject  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
Farmers-General,  and  should  Congress  give  me  any  orders 
about  it,  I  shall  attend  carefully  to  the  execution.  The 
conduct  they  have  maintained  with  regard  to  us  has  been 
generous,  and  will  demand  a  return  of  gratitude  as  well  as 
of  justice.  This  I  hope  my  countrymen  will  always  .be 
disposed  to  pay»  I  shall  take  somo  proper  opportunity  of 
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writing  to  the  Fflrmers-General,  bat  will  wait  a  while  to 
know  what  may  be  the  determination  of  Congress  on  their 
affairs. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  find,  that  by  the  proposed 
establishment  of  packets,  we  shall  shortly  be  in  a  condition 
to  maintain  more  regular  and  connected  correspondiDce ; 
for  although  I  shall  not  myself  be  much  longer  in  public 
office,  I  feel  for  those  who  are  or  will  be  charged  with  the 
affairs  of  our  country,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  It  will 
naturally  oceur,  however,  that  a  good  cypher  must  be  made 
use  of  not  unfrequently,  when  despatches  are  trusted  to 
foreigners.  They  have  no  regard  either  to  propriety  or 
even  decency  where  letters  are  concerned. 

With  very  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   ARTHUR   LEE. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  4th,  1783. 
Sir, 

1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  last  month, 
desiring  information  as  to  the  reality  of  a  contract  with,  and* 
instructions  to  Mr  Deane.     Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of 
the  contract  mentioned.     The  instructions  to  Mr  Deane 
are,  I  presume,  in  the  Office  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  facts  under  this  contract  are  generally  as  follows, 
so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends.  Money  was  advanced 
to  me,  which  I  expended  in  shipment,  of  cargoes  from 
the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake,  and  have  long  since  ac- 
counted for.  Money  was  also  advanced  to  Messrs  Lewis, 
Livingston  and  Alsop,  and,  I  believe,  expended  by  some 
or  one  of  them  in  shipments  from  New  York  and  Connec- 
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ticut,  but  the  accounts  are  not  yet  closed ;  which  is  one 
among  ^  many  reasons  why  a  commissioner  should  be  ap- 
pointed or  authorised  td  settle  the  accounts  of  the  secret 
and  commercial  committees. 

'Of  the  several  shipments  made,  some  arrived,  some  were 
taken*,  some  were  detained  by  the  enemy's  naval  power. 
The  risks  becoming  great,  it  was  thought  most  adyiseable  to 
^abandon  the  farther  prosecution  of  the  plan ;  which  the  par- 
ties to  the  contract,  then  in  this  country,  cheerfully  con- 
sented to,  and  it  was  determined  that  the  proceeds  of  those 
shipments,  which  might  have  arrived,  should  be  carried 
into  the  general  public  accounts.  Mr  Deane  went  to  Eu- 
rope ui^er  this  contract ;  and  being  unable,  from  the  re- 
mittances sent,  to  complete  the  intentions  of  his  voyage, 
has,  I  believe,  carried  the  amount  of  those  remittances  into 
his  general  accounts  with  the  United  States.  These  ac- 
counts are  anK)ng  those  which  Mr  Barclay  is  appointed  to 
settle,  and  I  presume  that  no  allowance  will  be  made,  such 
as.  claimed  by  Mr  Deane,  until  he  shall  have  produced  the 
contract  and  instructions  to  which  he  refers  for  support  of 
his  claim  ;  nor  then,  unless  very  completely  supported  or 
speciaUy  allowed  by  Congress. 

I  believe  Mr  Barclay  is  now  employe^  in  making  that 
adjustment,  and  I  suppose,  that  after  he  shall  hatre  gone 
through  Mr  Deane's  accounts,  admitted  such  charges  as 
ought  clearly  to  be  admitted,  and  rejected  such  as  ought 
clearly  to  be  rejected,  there  will  remain  some  articles  on 
which  he  will  apply*  to  Congress  for  their  special  decision ; 
in  which  case  he  will  naturally  transmit  all  the  evidence 
which  Mr  Deane  may  have  exhibited. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  S^. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


/ 
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TO    M.   DE   LA   LUZEBNE. 

Office  of  Finance,  October  15th,  1783. 

'    Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive 'your  Excellency's  letttttof 
the  1 1th  instant.  If  a  settlement  of  *the  accounts  which 
arose  before  the  commencement  of  nqy  administration  had 
depended  on  me,  neither  M.  Holker  nor  any  other  person 
should  have  had  cause  of  complaint.  The  perplexed  situ- 
ation  of  those  accounts  rendered  it  necessary  for  Congress 
to  submit  them  to  the  investigation  of  special  commission- 
^rs,  who  have  but  lately  commenced  their  operations.'  I 
shall  immediately  transmit  a  copy  of  your  Excellency's 
letter  to  the  gendeman  who  may  be  charged  with  those  ac- 
counts in  which  M.  Holker  is  concerned,  and  request  his 
attention  to  the  subject. 

That  any  person  should  suppose  the  apprehension  of 
being  taxed  with  favor  to  an  individual,  would  induce  me 
to  delay  the  justice  due  alike  to  all,  is  so  extraordinary, 
that  your  Excellency  must  permit  me  to  express  my.  sur-  * 
priso  at  meeting  the  idea  in  a  letter  from  the  Kiqg's  Min- 
ister. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &cc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MESSRS    WILLINK   &   CO. 

Office  of  Finvice,  October  2Sd,  1733. 

Gentlemen, 
Upon  taking  a  view  of  my  various  engagements  for  the 
public  service,  and   considering  the   great  anticipations, 
which  have  been  made*  at  the  pef iod  when  our  brave  army 
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quitted  the  field,  it  has  appeared  to  me,  that  the  sum  of 
about  three  hundred  thousand  dcAlars  would  be .  necessary 
for  me  over  and  above  the  probable  produce  of  our  taxes, 
to  clear  off  all  those  engagements,  and  enable  me  to  lay 
down  the  burdens  of  official  life  in  a  consistent  and  proper 
manner,  should  the  situation  of  public  affairs  then  admit  of 
it.  This  circumstance,  however  i^early  it  interests  my 
personal  feelings,  is  still  more  interesting  to  my  country  ; 
because  a  regular  and  punctual  performance  of  engage- 
ments, while  it  establishes  confidence,  ensures  the  ncieans 
of  future  punctuality. 

Revolving  much  on  this  subject  in  my  own  mind,  I  have 
been  led  to  consider  also,  that  the  present  rate  of  ex- 
change, which  is  very  favorable,  may  not  continue  when 
tobacco,  rice,  indigo,  and  tiie  other  produce  of  the  south- 
ern States  shall  •  be  freely  exported  in  remittances  to 
Europe.  And  if  the  exchange  should  lower,  there  will 
be  a  loss  on  the  bilk  of  the  United  States,  which  I  would 
always  wish  to  prevent.  Besides  this  there  is  another  im- 
portant circumstance,  which  is,  that  if  the  drafts  are  sus- 
pended until  notice  of  the  success  of  your  loan,  so  as  to 
lodge  the  money,  the  public  will  be  paying  interest,  both 
here  and  in  Europe  for  the  same  sum  ;  which  ought,  you 
know,  as  much  as  possible  to  be  avoided. 
'  Under  these  different  impressions,  the  natural  conduct 
v^ould  have  been,. to  vend  my  bills  very  boldly,  and  trust 
to  the  success  of  those  exertions,  which  you  wijl  undoubt- 
edly make.  But  here  it  was  proper  to  consider,  that  if 
unforeseen  circumstances  should  jin  any  manner  have  put 
a  check  upon  your  operations,  the  consequence  might 
have  been  a. very  great  inconvenience,  and  perhaps  injury 
to  you,  which  I  would  always  wish  to  avoid,  together  with 
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a  loss  of  credit,  coupled  with  the  payment  of  heavy  dam- 
ages to  the  United  States. 

I  have  therefore  adopted  a  middte  line  of  conduct, 
which  will  combine  the  advantages  and  avoid  the  incon- 
veniences,  both  of  delay  and  of  precipitation.      I  have 
drawn  three  sets  of  exchange,  all  dated  on  t^e  21st  instant, 
(the  time  when  they  were  drawn)  and  each  for  two  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  current  guilders,  payable  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty  days'  sight.     These  bills  are  numbered 
one  hundred  and  ninetyone,  one  hundred  and  ninety  two, 
and  one  hundred  and  ninety  three  5  the  first  in  favor  of  John 
Ross,  the  second  in  faj^or  of  Peter  Whiteside  &  Co.,  and 
the  third  in  favor  of  Isaac  Hazelhurst.     All  these  are  solid 
bouses,  upon  whose  fidelity  and  punctuality  I  can  place  equal 
dependence.  I  have  taken  from  them  proper  stipulations  to 
pay  at  the  end  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  each  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars ;  by  which  means  I  have  secured 
the  immediate  vent  of  that  sum  at  the  very  highest  ex- 
change.    And  it  is  further  agreed  between  us,  that  in  case 
of  protest,  (which  God  forbid  should  happen)  the  public 
shall  not  be  charged  with  damages ;  the  necessary  conse- 
quence of  which  is,  thiat  the  bills  will  not  be  negotiated 
further  than  to  place  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  their 
friends,  which  is  indeed  fully  understood    between    us. 
You  will  see  also,  that  jn  this  mode  I  shall  bring  to  the 
public  use  here  (allowing  about  two  months  for  the  bills  to 
be  presented)  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
near  three  months  before  it  is  paid  by  you. 

From  this  explanation,  which  I  have  entered  into  in 
order  to  show  you  the  full  grounds  of  my  procedure, 
because  I  knew  how  much  more  satisfactorily  business  is 
conducted  when  all  circumstances  are  known,  you    will 
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perceive  that  my  bills  already  advised  of,  are  first  to  meet 
due  honor,  and  consequently  funds  set  apart  for  their  ah* 
solvement.  These  three  new  bills  then  come  in  their 
course,  and  I  must  entreat  you,  Gentlemen,  to  honor  them 
also,  even  if  you  have  not  the  funds,  provided  a  view  of 
fair  prospects  can  render  it  at  all  consistent  with  that  pru- 
dence, 3vbich  must  doubtlessly  influence  you  in  such  im'> 
portant  concerns.  I  must  also  request,  that  you  will  give 
me^  by  various  conveyances,  the  most  immediate  notice  of 
youK  acceptance,  because  I  shall  from  that  moment  be  able, 
by  discount,  to  bring  the  securities  given  by  those  gentle- 
men idto  operation. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  perfect  respect,  kjc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THE  FARMERS-GENERAL  OF  FRANCE. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  4th,  1763. 

Gentlemen, 
The  Honorable  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  Court  of  Versailles,  having  done 
me  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  him  of 
the  17th  of  July  last,  I  took  the  earliest  opportunity  after 
the  receipt  of  it,  to  submit  that  business  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Congress;  who  by  their  Act  of  the  1st  instant, 
whereof  a  copy  is  enclosed,  have  instructed  me  to  inform 
you,  that  Congress  are  sensible  of  your  generous  attention 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  war,  iq  which  these  United 
States  have  been  so  long  engaged,  and  which,  interrupting 
their  commerce,  deprived  them  of  the  means  of  seasonable 
remittances  to  satisfy  the  balance  so  justly  due  on  the  loan 
made  by  you. 
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I  am  further  instructed,  Gentlemen,  to  assure  you  ibftt  tbd 
United  Slates  in  Congress  assembled,  in  providing  for  the 
national  debt,  bj  their  Act  of  the  18th  day  of  Aprii,  1783, 
were  not  unmindful  of  your  demands,  and  that  when  the 
system  thereby  adopted  for  the  relief  of  ^public  oir^ditors 
shall  have  taken  effectj  the  interest  accrueing  on  the  balance 
due  to  you,  will  be  punctually  remitted. 

If^  Gendemen,  this  arrangement  shall  not  prove  satis- 
factory to  you^  I  am  further  instructed  to  assure  you,  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  that  all  the  means  in  their 
power  shall  be  employed  to  discharge  the  principal  sum 
due  to  you,  as  soon  us  the  condition  of  the  public  fiaances 
will  admit.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  above  men- 
tioned Att  of  the  18th  of  April  for  your  better  information 
en  this  subject,  and  take  the  liberty  to  add,  Gentlemen,  to 
the  assurances  just  given  on  the  part  of  my  sovereign,  that 
every  effort  in  my  power  shall  be  made  to  comply  with 
such  ulterior  orders  as  may  be  issued,  as  well  as  to  render 
you  any  acceptable  services  in  my  •power. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


REPORT  TO  CONGRESS  ON  AN  EXTRACT  FAOM  THE  JOUR- 
NALS OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEBfBLT  OF  PENN8TLVANIA. 

The  Superintendent  of  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
an  Extract  from  the]  Journals  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  begs  leave  to  report; 

That  the  said  extract  consists  of  two  parts ;  the  former 
whereof  contains  certain  matters  ^reported  by  a  committee 
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of  that  honorable  House, .  in  consequence  of  a  conference 
held  with  the  commissioner  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the 
said  State,  the  which  matters  are  reported  by  the  commit^ 
tee,  and  appear  to  have  been  considered  by  the  House  ats 
facts.  The  latter  part  contains  reasonings  upon  the  former^ 
and  resolutions  in  consequence  thereof.  Pursuing  there- 
fore the  same  line,  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  must 
take  leave  to  observe,  that  the  former  part  of  the  said  ex- 
tract implies  an  inattention  on  his  part  to  the  orders  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress,  and  an  assumption  of  powers 
not  delegated.  He  humbly  prays  to  submit  both  of  these 
charges  to  the  wisdom  and  equity  of  Congress,  who  have 
long  since  had  before  them  all  the  instructions  given  to  the 
commissioners  for  settling  accounts,  together  with  a  report 
on  the  reference  mentioned  in  the  extract ;  wherefore  it  is 
to  be  presumed,  that  if  undue  negligence  or  the  .arrogating 
of  power  had  appeared,  it  would  not  have  passed  unnoticed. 
It  is  furtiier  to  be  observed,  that  the  doubts  stated  by  the 
said  commissioner  and  the  difficulties  under  which  he  is 
supposed  to  labor,  must  have  chiefly  originated  in  circum- 
stances peculiar  to  himself,  because  that  such  tloubts  and 
difficulties  have  not  occurred  to  the  commissioners  em- 
ployed in  other  States,  and  because  they  would  easily  have 
been  obviated  by  a  careful  consideration  of  the  Acts  and 
instructions  in  his  possession ;  excepting  only  in  one  point, 
viz.,  "Whether  charges  for  buildings,  fences,  wood,  fiic. 
damaged  or  destroyed  by  continental  troops,  or  niilitia,  are 
to  be  allowed  ?"  This  question  (which  can  only  be  resolved 
by  special  Act  of  Congress)  is  not  to  be  found  aimong 
twelve  questions  proposed  by  the  commissioner  to  Con- 
gress ;  but  among  nine  proposed  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Finance. 
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It  is  stated  in  the  said  extract,  ^Hhat  by  the  iostructions 
from  the  Office  of  Finance  to  the  said  Commissioner,  he  is 
enjoined  a  strict  attention  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
-23d  of  August,  1780,  towhing  aU  certificates  generally; 
that  this  resolve  introduces  an  entire  new  method  of  grant- 
ing certificates ;  that  to  require  those  new  forms  in  certifi- 
cates, granted  before  they  were  instituted,  is  requiring  an 
impossibility,  or  (in  other  words)  is  a  refusal  to  liquidate 
any  certificate  given  before  the  23d  of  August^  1780." 
Weje  this  the  case,  doubtless  there  would  be  sufficient  cause 
of  complaint  and  sharp  animadversion ;    but  the  Acts  and 
instructions,  all  which  are  in  possession  of  Congress,   will 
show  the  state  of  facts  to  be  as  follows.     The  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  20th  of  February,  1782,  speaking  of  the  com- 
missioner contains  the  following  words ;  *^Tbat  he  be  also 
fully  empowered  and  directed,  to  liquidate  and  settle,  in 
specie  value,  all  certificates  given  for  supplies  by  public 
officers  to  individuals,  and  other  claims  against  the  United 
States,  by  individuals  for  supplies  furnished  the  army,  the 
transportation  thereof,  and  contingent  expenses  thereon, 
within  the  said  State,  according  to  the  principles  of  equity 
and  good  conscience,  in  all  cases  which  are  not  or  shall 
riot  be  provided  for  by  Congress. ^^    Under  this  Act  of 
Congress,  the  Controller  of  the  Treasury  issued  certain 
instructions,  which  were  approved  of  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Finance,  thereby  directing  each  of  the  several  commis- 
sioners ^Ho  open  an  account  with  the  principal  jof  each  jde- 
partment,  for  the  time  being,  and  with  every  person  who  is 
properly  accountable  for  articles  purchased  by  or  delivered 
to  him<    In  which  they  must  be  changed  respectively  with 
all  such  articles,  and  for  which  they  are  to  account  unth  the 
commissioners  appointed j  or  to  be  appointed  to  adjust  the 
accounts  of  these  departments  respectively  J*^ 
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The  Superintendent  of  Finance,  in  a  letter  to  the  com- 
,    niissioners  of  the  7th  September,  1782,  after  referring  to  the 
Controller's  instructions,  calls  their  attention  to  two  partic- 
ulars, the  former  whereof  is  not  material  to  the  present 
*   pointy  and  the  latter  is  as  follows ;  "  In  settling  the  accounts 
with  individuals,  you  will  consider  that  artful  men  have 
frequently  taken  advantage  of  the  public^  and  that,  in  many 
instances,  public  officers  have  taken  advantage  of  the  weak 
and  unprotected.    You  will  therefore  always  remember 
that  it  is  your  duty  to  do  justice.^    The  two  commis- 
sioners who  were  first  appointed  after  considering  the  Acts 
of  Congress  and  the  several  instructions  given  to  them,  pro- 
posed, among  others,  the  following  question,  "Whether  cer- 
tificates given  to  individuals  are  to  be  taken  as  they  stand, 
and  new  ones  given  for  their  amount ;  or  whether  they  are  to 
be  re-examined  and  new  prices  affixed  !'to  the  articles  when 
they  have  been  over  or  under  charged  9     The  Superintend- 
ent and  Controller  entered  into  a  consultation  together, 
and  the  following  answer  was  returned..    "Certificates  given 
by  quarter  masters  or  commissioners  to  individuals,  must 
t)e  re-examined,  the  articles  shown,  and  their  value  deter- 
mined, that  the  receiver  of  them  may  be  charged  and  made 
accountable  to  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  respec" 
tive  departments.     See  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  23d 
of  August,  1780,  relating  to  them,  which  must  be  strictly 
attended  to." 
'  This  question  and  answer  is  regularly  transmitted  by  the 
Controller  to   all  the  commissioners  appointed  to   adjust 
the  accounts  between  the  individual  States  and  the  Union. 
The   commissioner   for  the   State  of  Pennsylvania,  had 
therefore  the  matters  above  recited  in  his  possession  when 
he  proposed  to  Congress  the  following  questions.     "Are 
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certificates  or  receipts  given  by  quarter  masters,  commis- 
sar<es,  their  deputies,  assistants,  agents,  or  other  public 
officers  for  supplies  furnisbed,  before  the  15ih  of  Septem- 
ber, 1780,  to  be  taken  as  they  stand,  and  new  ones  given 
for  their  amount,  estimated  in  specie  ?  Are  certificates 
issued  agreeable  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  resolution  of 
Congress,  23d  of  August,  to.be  taken  up  and  new  ones 
given?"  These  questions  were,  among  others,  referred  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Finance ;  who  thereupon  informed 
the  commissioner,  that  the  answer  thereto  was  in  the  Act  of 
Congrps,  the  letter  from  the  Superintendent,  and  the  ques- 
tion and  answer  above  quoted.  Surely  there  is  nothing  in 
either  which  requires  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  Act 
of  the  23d  of  August^  1780,  in  certificates  granted  before 
they  were  instituted.  The  commissioner  is  indeed  refer- 
red to  tbat  Act,  and  directed  to  pay  attention  to  it ;  but 
the  evident  construction  of  this  order,  limits  it  to  certificates 
issued  under  the  Act.  •  And  even  if  that  were  not  the  case, 
yet  when  the  whole  of  the  instructions  (or  rather  the  an- 
swers) which  are  complained  of,  is  taken  together,  there 
cannot  be  the  shadow  of  a  doubt.  For  among  the  cori^ 
missioner's  questions  to  the  Superintendent  is  the  following ; 
"How  aje  claims  for  supplies  furnished,  or  services  per- 
formed by  an  individual,  who  is  destitute  of  a  certificate  or 
any  kind  of  voucher,  having  only  a  bare  charge  against  the 
United  States  for  the  same,  to  be  settled  ?  Will  the  oath 
or  affirmation  of  the  claimant  make  the  charge  good?'* 
And  he  shortly  after  asked  Conjgress,  "How  arc  claims 
for  supplies  furnished  for  public  use  by  an  individual,  who 
is  destitute  of  a  proper  voucher,  to  be  authenticated  ?"  To 
both  these  queries  the  answer  given  by  tlie  Superintend- 
ent, (and  which  forms  part  of  the  instructions  complained 
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of)  is  as  follows.     ^'Tbey  relate  to  the  same  pointy  viz. 
What  evidence  shall  establish  claims  ?    It  appears,  that  the 
article  passed  in  favor  of  the  claimant  must  charge  some 
other  person,  and  that  public  potice  is  to  be  given  of  t'le 
times  and  places  of  settlement,  that  both  parties  may  at- 
tend.     Under   these  circumstances,   if  the   demand    is 
grounded  on  principles  of  equity,  and  the  evidence  pro* 
duced  satisfies  the  conscience  of  the  commissioner,  he  is 
bound  to  pass  it,  by  the  Act  of  Congress.^^    Now  it  must 
be  remembered,  that  the  commissioner  is  (by  the  Act  un- 
der which  he  was  appointed)  empowered  and  directed  to 
liquidate,  &lc.  according  to  the  principles  of  equity ,  and  good 
conscience,  in  all  cases  which  are  not  or  shall  not  be  pro^ 
vided  for  by  CongYess.     The  answers  therefore  given  by 
the  Superintendent  to  his  questions,  are  no  more  than  ap- 
plications of  the  Act,  to  the  doubts  wbioh  he  had  suggested. 
It  is  more  than  probable  that  if  the  honorable  Asjsembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  had  communicated  with  the  Superintendent 
on  this  subject,  they  would  not  have  assumed  the  same 
ground  of  reasoning  which  they  appear  to  have  done. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  said  extract,  "that  certificates  given 
for  personal  services,  wages  or  hire,  are  rejected ;"  in  an- 
swer to  which  it  can  only  be  'said,  that  if  the  claimants 
are  officers  or  persons  acting  in  any  of  the  departments,  the 
certificates  ought  to  be  rejected  by  the  commissioner  for 
the  State,  because  such  accounts  are  to  be  liquidated  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  departments  respectively*;  but  if 
other  claims  have  been  rejected  by  the  commissioner,  he 
must  have  been  under  the  influence  of  some  misapprehen- 
sion. 

As  the  honorable  Assembly  have,  through  their  dele- 
gates, proposed  certain  resolutions,  it  will  be  proper  to  ex- 
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amine  the  reasoning  which  led  to  that  proposition.  And 
first,  it  alleged,  that  "if  an  exact  account  is  really  wanted 
of  the  specific  articles  for  which  any  certificate  was  given, 
k  may  be  fouifd  in  the  receipts  given  by  the  party,  at  the 
time  of  getting  his  certificate,  and  that  these  receipts  are  in 
the  power  of  the  public,  being  lodged  with  the  heads  of  the 
difierent  departments."  Surely  such  an  assertion  is  some- 
what hazarded.  Congress  have  before  them  full  evidence, 
that  many  persons,  late  officers  in  the  civil  departments,  ' 
refuse  to  account  at  all.  If,  therefore,  such  persons  should 
even  possess  the  supposed  receipts,  still  those  receipts  are 
not  in  the  power  of  the  public,  nor  will  they  be  so  until  all 
the  States  have  passed  laws  similar  to  those  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  But  further,  it  will  on  inquiry  appear,  that 
when  individuals  received  certificates  from  pubKc  officers, 
the  receipts  they  gave  did  not  always  contain  a  list  of  the 
articles,  or  account  of  the  services  which  had  been  ren* 
dered.  Certainly,  where  any  fraud  was  designed,  a  speci-  . 
fication  of  articles  was  of  course  avoided ;  and  in  many 
cases  it  has  been  neglected,  even  where  nothing  wrong  was 
intended.  The  idea  therefore  that  the  specific  articles  are 
contained  in  the  receipts,  is  as  unfounded  as  that  those  re- 
ceipts are  in  the  power  of  the  public. 

But  supposing  the  facts  were  such  as  they  are  assumed 
to  be,  will  it  follow,  that  the  officers  have  in  no  instance, 
been  guilty  of  collusion  with  individuals,  and  given  more 
than  they  were  worth  both  for  articles  and  services.'  And 
will  it  not  appear,  that  an  exact  account  of  the  specific  arti- 
cles is  really  wanted,  and  indeed  absolutely  necessary,  for 
the  detection  of  such  abuses  ?  Or  if  it  be  supposed  that  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  were  so  honest  and  so  dis- 
interested, as  neither  to  partake  in  fraud,  nor  take  advan* 
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tage  of  negligence,  naust  it  also  be  presumed  that  the  public 
ofiicers,  acting  within  that  State,  have  in  no  cases  whatever 

• 

seized  the  property  of  individuals  and  given* certiGcates  for 
less  than  the  value?  Or  if  it  be  imagined,  that  the  officers 
and  the  individuals  have  been  all  alike  innocent,  and  that 
the  clamors  raised  on  these  subjects  are  totally  groundless 
as  to  Pennsylvania,  will  it  follow  that  such  things  have  not 
happened  in  any  other  State  ?  Or  will  it  be  proper  to  estab* 
lish  different  rules  for  the  settlement  of  public  accounts, 
under  the  idea  of  honesty  in  one  State  and  the  want  of  it 
in  another  ? 

It  is  however  assumed,  as  a  position,  ihat  ^^any  frauds 
which  have  been  committed  cannot  be  detected  in  any 
other  place,  so  well  asjby  the  commissioners  who  settle  the 
general  accounts,  at  the  heads  of  departments."  But  surely 
it  is  necessary,  not  only  to  the  detection  of  frauds,  but  even 
to  the  settlement  of  accounts  at  all,  that  the  commissioners 
acting  in  the  several  States,  obtain  accounts  of  the  articles 
before  they  pass  the  sums.  If,  for  instance,  the  public 
officer  should  by  collusion  with  the  party,  make  a  charge 
of  double  the  sum  actually  due  for  any  article,  can  a  de- 
duction be  made  after  tite  sum  has  been  passed  to  the  indi- 
vidual by  the  state  commissioner  ?  *  If  the  officer  should 
omit  to  charge  himself  with  articles  purchased,  can  thisbe 
proved,  when  only  the  money  certificate  is  produced  against 
him?  If  the  officer  paid,  by  a  certificate,  the  nominal  sum 
for. articles  purchased,  a  year  before,  will  this  appear  in 
such  manner  as  to  prevent  him  from  taking  all  the  benefit 
of  the  depreciation?  If,  for  instance,  he  purchased  to  the 
amount  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  when  money  was 
at  two  for  one,  paid  iiu  certificates  when  it  was  at  four  for 
cne,  and  carried  the  articles  to  account  at  a  reasonable 
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specie  value,  via.  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  if  the 
certificates  be  now  liquidated  9t  their  value,  viz.  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  would  he  not  be  gainer  of  the  like  sura  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  merely  by  the  depreciation?  It  is  also 
asserted,  ^^That  the  holders  of  certificates  are  subjected  to 
many  inconveniencies  from  this  delay,  and  that  after  coming 
from  the  remote  parts  of  the  State^  and  having  a  liquidation 
of  their  certificates  refused,  they  depart  with  murmurs  and 
discontent,"  If  holders  of  certificates  came  from  remote 
farts  of  the  State,  and  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of 
February,  1782,  intended  to  afiford  relief,  becomes  thereby 
a  source  of  distress,  it  must  arise  either  from  the  ignorance 
of  the  people  themselves,  or  from  a  want  of  attention  in 
the  commissioner ;  for  by  the  Act  it  is  ordained,  'Hhat 
the  commissioners  respectively  give  public  and  early  notice 
of  the  times  and  places  of  their  settling,  and  the  districts 
tvithin  which  they  settle  accounts,  that  as  well  the  public 
oHicers  as  private  individuals,  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
attsnd.''  From  the  whole  scope  and  tenor  of  the  Act,  as 
well  as  from  the  express  words  of  this  particular  part,  it 
appears  clearly  to  have  been  the  intention  of  Congress,  that 
the  commissioner  should  mark  out  convenient  districts  in 
the  State,  take  some  proper  position  in  each  district,  and 
then  give  such  early  public  notice  of  the  place  and  the  dis^ 
trictf  as  that  claims  arising  from  transactions  within  that 
district  might  be  brought  in  and  adjusted,  and  both  the 
public  officer  and  the  private  individual  concerned  in  the 
transaction,  have  an  opportunity  of  attending. 

As  the  honorable  Assembly  have  marked  out  a  difierent 
mode  of  settlement  from  that  which  has  been  adopted,  it 
may  be  proper  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  present  and  of 
the  proposed  plan,  so  as  to  discover  the  inconveniencies 
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resulting  from  «ach,  and  thence  determine  which  ought  to 
be  preferred;  Under  the  present  plan,  the  first  step  of  the 
commissioner  is  t(#mark  out  some  particular  spot,  with  a 
convenient  surrounding  district,  within  which  the  parties 
may  attend,  without  the  waste  of  time  and  the  expense  of 
long  journeys.  The  next  is  to  give  early  putlic  notice 
thereof.  Supposing  then  the  time  to  have  arrived,  which 
be  bad^specified  in  his  advertisement,  and  a  claimanf  to 
appear,  the'  first  question  to  be  solved  is,  whether  that 
clfiifbant  b^one  of  those  whose  demands  are. to  be  adjusted 
by  faim,  or  whether  it  is  the  business  5f*a  commissioner  of 
one  of  the  departments.  Supposing  the  former,  the  next 
object  of  inquiry  would  be,  .whether  any  and  what  services 
or  supplies  were  rendered  by  the  claimant  to  the  United 
States,  and  if  any  were  rendered,  then  what  was  the  real 
value  at  the  time  and  place  of  rendering  them.  Every 
kind  of  evidence  exhibited  in  support  of  each  point  is  then 
to  be  examined,  the  ofiicer  who  is  said  to  have  received 
tbe  articles  is  to  be  heard,  if  he  contest  the  claim,  and, 
£nally,  the  commissioner  being  in  tbe  vicinity  of  the  place, 
with  opportunity  to  jearn  both  the  acts  done  and  the  char- 
acters of  the^igeuts,  must  decide  according  io  equity. and 
good  contdencCf  where  no  express  provision  is  made  by  an 
Act  of  Congress.  If  this  decision  be  in  favor  of  tbe  claim- 
ant, the  besiness  of  the  commissioner  is  to  give  a  certificate 
for  the  full  value  of  the  articles  and  services,  and  tben  to 
charge  tl^e  proper  officer  and  department,  not  with  so  much 
*  money,  but  with  the  specific  articles  and  services,  for  the 
due  application  whereof  account  is  to  be  Rendered  to  the 
commissioner  of  the  department. 

A  duty  of  the  State  commissioner,  iti  tho  course  of  this 
business,  will  be  to  discover  and  detect  as  much  as  possi- 
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ble  the  frftudjs  wfaich  have  been  commicted,  and  transmit 
proper  evidence,  as  it  may  arise,  to  the  commissioner  of 
the  department.  In  cases,  however,  wJiere  the  decision  is 
against  the  claimant,  it  will  be  proper  still  to  return  to  the 
commissioner  of  the  department  a  statement  of  the  claim, 
that  if  it  should  be  found  to  be  credited  to  the  public,  in 
the  accounts  of  such  department,  the  party  may  meet  with 
redress  &t a  future  period.'  The  inconveniencies  attending 
this  mode  are,  that  possibly  some  just  claims  may  be  finally 
rejected  from  the  want  of  sufficient  proof,  andb  that  ^me 
honest  clairhants  ma^  be  put  to  trpuble  and  difficulty  in  sup* 
porting  their  claims. 

The  proposed  plan  appears. to  be  shortly  this,  that  the 
commissioner  slwU  liquidate  every  certificate  which  may  be 
tendered  to  him  in  specie  value*  If,  however,  the  restric- 
tion  implied  in  the  Extract,  by  the  words  ''that  no  delay 
be  given  to  any  certificate  granted  by  an  officer  who  has 
settled  his  public  accounts,'^  &c.  be  made,^  viz;  that  the 
liquidation  of  such  certificates  be  suspended  until  the  ac- 
counts of  the  officer  who  gave  them  be  settled^it  is  humbly 
conceived  that  such  liquidation  can  never  take  place ;  be- 
cause, as  the  public  have  assumed  the  debts  of  their  offi- 
cers, it  is  impossible  to  settle  the  accounts  of  those  officers, 
until  the  amount  of  their  debts  be  known  ;  those  debts 
forming  a  charge  against  the  officers  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  moneys  advanced  to  them  from  the  public  treasury. 
The  settlement  of  the  officers'  accounts  must,  ^therefore, 
ultimately  depend  on  the  settlements  made  with  individ- 
uals, and  therefore  this  restriction  must  be  rejected  or 
the  whole  plan  prove  abortive. 

The  proposition  of  the  honorable  Assembly  may 
then   be   examined   add   considered  as   of  the  effect 
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which  is  just  now  stated.  And  if  that  proposition  be 
adopted,  the  commissioner  sitting  in  one  corner  of  the 
State  and  examining  claims  and  certificates  brought 
from  two  or  three  hundred  miles  distance,  without  the 
slightest  attention  to  the  value  of  articles  for  which 
money  is  claimed,  will  be  exposed  to  every  kind  of 
imposition.  CertiGcates  will'  be  counterfeited,  pre- 
tended depositions  will  be  produced,  fabricated  ac- 
counts will  be  delivered,  vast  sums  will  of  course  be 
acknowledged  as  due  to  whoever  may  please  to  de- 
mand them.  The  officers  will  (and  very  justly  too) 
refuse  to  account  for  such  sums,  the  frauds  which  they 
Will  detect  in  claims  allowed  by  the  State  commis- 
sioners will  cast  a  cloud  even  upon  the  just  claims,  and 
the  commissioners  for  the  departments  will  for  that 
reason  be  unable  to  insist  on  any.  Thus  the  officers 
will  be  empowered  in  their  turn  to  render  such  ac- 
counts as  they  think  proper.  So  that  on  the  whole, 
the  public  debts  will  be  greatly  and  unnecessarily 
accumulated,  and  a  precedent  will  be  established  to 
sanctify  ftvery  improper  apt  which  may  hereafter  be 
committed  in  times  of  confusion. 

These  are  public  inconveniencies,  and  from  a  com* 
parison  of  the  two  plans  one  important  question  arises, 
shall  the  public  property  be  given  away,  and  the 
country  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of  paying  moneys 
not  justly  due  ;  or  shall  individuals  who  have  claims 
on  the  United  States  be  obliged  to  validate  such  claims 
by  sufficient  evidence  ?  Surely  the  honorable  Assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania  will  not,  cannot  hesitate,  in  de- 
ciding this  question.     All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Office  of  Finance  f  JVovember  S^A,  l'^83. 
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TO   JOHN   ADAMS. 

Office  of  Finance y  November  Sth,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
28th  of  July  from  Amsterdam,  for  which  I  pray  you 
to  accept  my  acknowledgements.  I  am  perfectly  in 
sentiment  with  you,  that  it  is  best  to  avoid  govern* 
ment  interference  in  the  affair  of  our  loan.  If  there 
were  no  other  reason  I  should  not  like  the  demand  of 
grateful  acknowledgement,  which  would  be  erected  on 
that  foundation.  We  hear  enough  already  of  our  na- 
tional obligations,  and  I  most  heartily  wish  for  my 
own  part,  that  we  could  at  once  acquit  them  all,  even 
to  tho  uttermost  farthing,  for  4  seriously  believe,  that 
both  nations  and  individuals  generally  prove  better 
friends  when  no  obligations  can  be  charged  nor  ac- 
knowledgements and  retributions  claimed  on  either 
side.  . 

I  am  also  very  strongly  in  opinion  with  you,  that 
remittances  from  this  country  would  greater  uphold 
our  credit  in  Europe,  for  in  mercantile  life  nothing 
vivifies  credit  like  punctuality  and  plenteou^ness  of 
remittanqe.  The  plan  you  propose  to  obtain  them, 
might  also  be  attended  with  some  good  consequences, 
hut  there  are  impediments  in  the  way  of  its  success, 
which  it  would  be  tedious  to  detail,  and  which  indeed 
you  could  not  be  so  perfectly  master  of  without  being 
on  the  spot.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  go  into  that  matter 
at  present,  and  the  more  especially  as  we  have  now 
good  hopes,  that  the  plan  of  Congress  will  be  adopted 
by  the  States.     Last  evening  I  received  advice,  that 
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Massachusetts  had  acceded^  and  I  have  a  double  pleas- 
ure in  announcing  this  to  you,  as  they  certainly  would 
not  have  come  in  but  for  the  sentiments  contained  in 
your  letters. 

Let  me  then,  my  Dear  Sir,  most  heartily  congratu- 
late you  on  those  virtuous  emotions,  which  must  swell 
your  bosom  at  the  reflectian,  that  you  have  been  the 
able,  the  useful,  and  what  is  above  all  other  things,  the 
^honest  servant  of  a  Republic,  indebted  to  you  in  a 
great  degree  for  her  first  efforts  towards  an  inde- 
pendent existence*  That  you  may  long  live  to  enjoy 
those  pleasing  reflections,  which  flow  from  the  me- 
mory of  an  active  and  beneficial  exercise  of  tim%  and 
talents,  is  the  sincere  wish  of  your  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MESSRS    WILLINK   &    CO. 

Office  of  Finance,  Deceml>er  Slat,  1783. 

Gentlemen, 
Upon  the  2 1st  of  October  I  valued*  on  you  to  the 
amount  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  guilders 
as  expressed  in  my  letter  of  the  23d  of  that  month, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  this*  month  having  deceived 
your  letter  of  the  4th  of  August,  and  cc^icluding  as 
w^ll  from  the  contents  of  that  letter  as  from  the  actual 
istate  of  things  here,  that  you  would  *ie  successful  in 
the  succeeding  months,  I  gave  .notice  to  the  gientlemen 
to  whom  I  had  sold  the  bills  mentioned  in  my  said 
letter  of  the  2dd   of  October^  that  I  should  discount 
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their  notes,  which  has  been  done  accordingly.  Thus 
the  United  States  arc  become  liable  to  pay  any  dara- 
ageS)  which  those  gentlemen'  may  sustain,  if,  in  conse- 
quence of  delay  their  Bills  niay  meet  with,  those  drawn 
by  them  iu  consequence  of  a  reliance  on  your  funds 
should  return  protested.  The  United  States  will  also 
be  liable  to  the  damages,  which  might  arise  on  my 
further  bill  drawn  in  favor  of  Mr  Haym  Solomons  for 
one  hundred  thousand  guilders  on  the  12th  instant, 
and  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  that  date. 

Under  these  circumstapces,  Gentlemen,  and  unable 
to  judge  what  delays  the  loan  may  have  met  with  from 
the  causes  you  have  mentioned,  or  from  any  other, 
being  also  uncertain  how  far  it  may  have  been  or  may 
be  accelerated  from  other  causes,  I  must  request  that  in 
any  case  whatever  all  my  aforesaid  bills  may  be  ac- 
cepted. You  will  see  from  the  enclosed  copies  of  let- 
ters to  the  receivers  of  Virginia  dnd  South  Carolina, 
that  I  am  taking  measures  to  put  you  in  cash  for  any 
advance  which  such  acceptances  may  render  necessary. 
These  measures  are  intended  with  the  double  view  of 
providing  for  the  interest  of  your  loan  or  of  reimburs- 
ing your  advance.     In  the  former  case  you* will   be  in 

cash  before  the  interest  falls  due,  but  at  any  rate  you 

* 
shall    be  secured.      The    disbandment  of  our  army 

having  brought  our  expenses  within  the  revenue,  there 
remains  an  ^xcelis,  which  cannot  fail  to  reimburse  you 
even  if  the  loan  should  totally  fail.  For  I  cannot  sup- 
pose, that  you  will  be  much  more  than  half  a  million 
in  advance,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  excess  of  taxes 
for  current  services  would  easily  pay  this  sum  in  four 
or  Gve  months,  and  I  am  equally  certain   that  I  could 
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fay  anticipation  bring  that  excess  forward  to  your  relief 
at  an  earlier  period  if  necessary. 

My  i^uest  to,  you,  therefore.  Gentlemen,  is  this^ 
that  you  accept  my  bills  at  any  rate,  whether  you  have 
funds  (H*  not,  and  whether  you  have  or  have  not  the 
probability  of  receiving  them.  If  the  payments  fall 
due  before  you  find  relief,  take  such  measures  to  ob» 
tain  money  as  shall  under  a  view  of  all ,  circumstances 
produce  that  effect  with  the  least  loss  to  the  United 
States.  Of  these  measures  I  leave  to  -you  the;  entire 
disposition,  and  I  promise. you  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  reimburse  all  losses,  interests,  costs, 
and  charged,  which  may  accrue  thereupon.  You  will 
be  pleased.  Gentlemen,  to  give  me  very  early  notice 
of  your  situation,  and  to  point  out  very  particularly 
the  sums  which  may  be  needful,  and  also  the  articlejB 
of  this  country,  which  will  probably  form  the  best 
remittance,  and.  .on  my  part  I  promise  to  take  the 
earliest  measures  for  making  you  such  remittances.  I 
shall  conBdently  rely  on  your  efibrts,  and  remain  with 
perfect  respect,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MflSSRS   WILLINK    &   CO. 

Office  of  finance,  December  Slst,  1783. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  advices  of  the  26th  of  September^  that  the  success 

of  our  loan  with  you  had  been  greatly  impeded  by  reports, 

propagated  on .  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  did  not  a  little 

surprise  me.    In  my  letter  of  the.  12th  of  this  month,  I 
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have  given  you  some  slight  sketch  of  the  mutiny  of  a  few 
troops  near  this  cUy^  and  this  perhaps  may  be  emnng  the 
ctrcirmstancesy  which  have  militated  and  been  magnified  to 
our  disadvantage.  But  as  I  did  not  then,  so  I  do  not  now 
think  it  worth  while  to  mispend  time  by  the  history  of  a 
trifling  thing,  which  has  no  importance  in  itself,  and  which 
might  derive  some  by  treating  of  it  seriously.  It  has  al- 
ways been  the  common  trick  of  the  British  and  their  ad- 
iierents  to  assert,  .that  America  had  neidier  government, 
armies,  nor  resources.  To  all  which,  I  answer^  that 
America  has  tstablished  her  independence.  Far  be  it 
from  me  to  attempt  an  injury  to  the  credit  of  any  other 
nation ;  on  the  contrary,  let  those  who  would  rather  trust 
Ekigland  than  America,  make  the  experiment,  and  if  k 
prove  beneficial,  let  them  rejoice ;  if  it^  prove  otherwise,  I 
shall  pity  the  sufiferers. 

I  should  not,  indeed,  be  greatly  surprised,  that  otir 
credit  were  impaired  in  any  of  the  absolute  monafchtes  of 
Europe,  because  that  such  governments  have  no  proper 
ideas  of  the  sacred  Tegard,  which  is  due  to  pecuniary  eo'- 
^gements  taken  by  the  public,  and  because  the  people 
have  no  conception  that  the  government  should  be  unable 
to  command  all  the  wealth  of  it$  subjects.  But  in  your 
country,  it  is  an  every  day's  experience,  that  determina- 
tions of  the  States-General  should  meet  with  obstacles  in 
the  dififerent  Provinces,  and  this  has  been  precisely  our 
case  in  tlie  busineys  of  fibaoce.  No  State  has  insinuated, 
that  our  public  debts  ought  not  to  be  paid;  nor  indeed 
does  any  individual  dare  to  hold  up  that  idea.  But  differ- 
ences have  arisen  about  the  mode  of  making  provision  for 
them,  and  such  differences  of  opinion  necessarily*  cause 
delay.     It  is,  however,  with  much  satisfaction,  I  inform 
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you,  that  the  different  States  are  comiDg  in  one  after  the 
other,  and  I  have  strong  expectations  that  all  of  them  will 
soon  accede  to  the  plan  of  Congress,  which  I  formerly 
transmitted.  The  government  of  this  country  has  been 
vigorous  enough  to  carry  us  through  the  war,  and  It  would 
be  straiige  indeed,  if  it  should  all  at  once  become  weak  in 
that  moment  of  peace,  when  other  gdVernments  usually  ac- 
quire strength. 

For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  believe  that  such  ideas  will 
take  [^ce  among  sensible  men ;  -but  on  this  occasion,  I 
will  show  to  his  Excellency,  M.  Van  Berckel,  the  letter  I 
am  now  writing,  and  desire  him  (o  write  candidly  to  you 
and  to  others  his  sentiments  as  to  the  state  of  this  country, 
whether  the  people  are  in  peace,  obedient  to  the  laws  and 
the  government  in  due  force,  or  whether  we  are  a  prey  to 
discord,  and  our  country  the  theatre  of  tumult  and  confu- 
sion.  ^ 

1  am.  Gentlemen,  &c. 

ROBERT  xVlORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDEI^T    OF   CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  13th,  1784. 
Sir; 

The  Secretary  of  Congress  has  transmitted  to  me  the 
petition  of  John  Cowper,  with  an  order  to  report  thereon. 
I  must,  on  this  occasion,  pray  leave  to  observe,  that  this, 
with  a  variety  of  other  similar  transactions,  depends  on  the 
adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  the  Secret  and  Commercial 
Committees  of  Congress.  In  a  letter  of  the  12th  of  Au- 
gust last,  I  had  the  honor  to  observe,  that  those  accounts 
VOL.  XII.  56 
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*^ere  far  fi*om  being  inconsirierabie,  either  as  to  their  na- 
lure  or  magnitude ;  that  they  were  involved  with  others, 
and  had  extended  themselves  to  different  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  Europe,  and  the  West  Indies ;  that 
they  were  more  connected  with  the  Marine  Accounts  than 
with  any  others;  and  ttiat  the  settlement  of  them  was 
highly  necessary."  t  took  the  liberty,  also,  then,  to  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  submitting  the  investigation  of  those 
accounts  to  the  commissioner  for  settling  the  Mapine  Ac- 
counts,' or  of  appointing  a  special  commissioner  for  t^t  ex- 
press purpose. 

Since  writing  that  letter,  the  Commissioner  on  the  Ma- 
rine Accounts,  having  been  obliged  in  the  course  of  his 
business,  to  look  at  the  Commercial  and  Secret  Committee 
Accounts,  has  not  only  discovered  some  balances  due  to 
the  United  States,  but  has  reported  other  matters,  which 
show  in  a  strange  point  of  light,  the  necessity  of  ext^nining 
and  settling  those  accounts.  I  think  tliey  could  be  more 
easily,  speedily,  and  effectually  settled  by  that  gentleman, 
than  by  any  other,  and  therefore  the  submitting  of  them  to 
him,  might  be  eligible  in  an  economical  point  of  view. 

I  come  now.  Sir,  to,  observe,  which  I  am  sorry  to  do, 
that  my  report  on  Mr/Cowper's  case  muSt  necessarily  be 
suspended,  until  after  a  reference  to  the  commissbner  ap- 
pointed to  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  Secret  and  Commer- 
cial Committees,  I  shall  be  possessed  of  such  a  state  of 
facts,  as  will  enable  me  to  report  with  propriety. 

Before  I  close  this  letter,  1  must  also  observe,  that  as 
the  accounts  in  question  originated  with,  and  were  under 
the  soperintendence  of  members  of  Congress,  it  is  a  kind 
of  dtity,  which  Congress  in  their  political  capacity  owe  to 
themselves,  to  trace  the  applications  of  money  throtjgh 
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those  channels  with  the  same  attention,  which  has  very, 
properly  been  applied  to  other  public  expenditures,    ^ 
With  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MESSRS   LE    COUTEULX   &£   CO. 

Office  of  Tinance,  January  13th,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 
^  1  some  time  since  (^ew  a  bill  for  two  hundred  ajid  fifty 
thousand  livres,  on  Messrs  Wilbelni  and  Jan  Willink 
Nicolas,  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  Dela  Lande  and  Finje, 
merchants  at  Amsterdam,  in  favor  of  Mr  John  Ross.  This 
bill  was  drawn  on  the  credit  of  the  loan  opened  under  the 
direction  of  those  gentlemen,  and  in  consequence  of  flat- 
tering accounts  of  its  success,  which  I  had  just  then  re« 
ceived.  I  find  tbs^t  Mr  Ross  has  remitNrd  this  bill  to  you, 
and  is  actually  drawing  on  the  credit  of  it.  Some  late 
advices  from  Amsterdam  give  me  reason  to  apprehend  the 
possibility  of  a  nonpayment  of  this  bill,  and  therefore  I  am 
now  about  to  make  to  you  the  request  of  a  favor  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States.  It  is,  Gentlemen,  that  you 
would  place  this  sum  to  the  credit  of  Mr  Ross  at  the  day 
when  the  bill  falls  du^,  whether  it  be  paid  or  not,  and 
whether  in  the  wlu>le  or  only  in  part,  taking  the  bill  up  for 
th^  honor  of  the  United  States.  You  will  then  immedi- 
ately give  me  notice  of  the  sum,  which,  by  this  means, 
your  credit  is  advanced  for,  and  I  will  take  care  to  mak^ 
you  remittances  for  amount  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
that  sum,  nor  will  I  quit  my  office  until  you  are  fully  re- 
paid. At  the  same  time  you  will  probably  also  find  some 
relief  from  the  further  produce  of^the  loan  ;  as  the  causes 
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which  impeded  its  progress  during  the  months  of  August 
and  September,  have  long  smce  been  removed.  And 
indeed  I  still  expect,  that  the  success  of  it  will  enable  the 
puMSlual  payment  of  Mr  Ross's  bill,  and  only  write  this 
letter  out  of  prudence  and  for  the  greater  caution. 

You  will  observe,  Gentlemen,  that  I  have  two  objects  in 
making  this  request,  one  is  to  save  the  credit  of  the  public, 
which  might  materially  suffer  by  the  coming;  back  of  this 
billy  and  the  other  is  to  prevent  the  payment  of  twenty  per 
cent  damages,  which  would  be  the  .eventual  consequence,^ 
over  and  above  the  private  injury,  which  Mr  Ross  would 
sustain  in  his  personal  credit.  If,  Gentlemen,  you  have 
a  sufficient  confidence  in  me  and  in  nr»y  country,  you  will 
comply  with  this  request,  provided  youi*  own  convenience 
will  in  anywise  permit.  If  you  have  not  that  confidence, 
I  must  lament  it  as  a  miajbrtune. 

I  am,  Genltemen,  yours,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONORESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  16th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  David  Sproet ;  I  should  not 
trouble  Congress  with  it  if  the  supplies  mentioned  nad 
been  advanced  to  persons  taken  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Stnfes.  As  it  is  4  should  suppose  an  express  ap- 
propriation of  money  to  this  purpose  to  be  necessary ; 
Congress  can  best  judg^  whether  that  be  proper,  but  if  I 
were  to  express  an  opinion,  it  would  be,  that  the  payment 
of  such  debts  is  the  moat  effectual  mode  of  providing  for 
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those  disastrous  accidents,  which  the  citizens  of  America 
are  liable  to  in  common  with  the  rest  of  mankind.     * 
I  am,  Sir,  respectfully,  Szx;. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

« 

Office  of  Finance,  Jana&rj  21st,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  the  extract  of  a  letter 
of  the  10th  instant,   from   the  Quarter   Master  General. 

♦ 

The  latter  part  of  it,  referring  to  a  matter  which  he  has 
long  since  brought  before  Congress,  1  shall  not  take  the 
liberty  of  meddling  with. 

In  the  former  part,  he  alludes  to  a  letter  of  the  27th  of 
October  last,  in  which  he  had  stated  to  me  the  claims  of 
individuals  for  damages  done  by  the  tf  i||y.  Instances  are 
mentioned  peculiarly  distressing,  and  of  a  nature  to  require 
confpassiou  while  justice  demands  for  them  somewhat 
more.  .  I  did  not  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter  address  Con- 
gress on  the  subject  of  it,  because  the  making  any  par- 
ticular provision  for  the  cases  of  individuals,  is  laboring  to 
very  little  putpose,  and  by  stilling  the  cries  of  one  only 
raises  the  clamors  of  hundreds.  This||ndeed  was  the  re- 
mote cause  *of  the  Quarter  Master's  letter,  for  the  resplu- 
tion  passeid  in  the  case  of  Stephen  Moore,  had  given  ac- 
tivity to  the  compfaints  of  all  those  who  knew  of  that  reiso- 
lution,  and  labored  under  similar  grievances.  But  a 
stronger  reason  for  not  troubling 'Congress  on  the  subject, 
was  that  I  had  already  brought  it  before  them  in  a  letter 
of  the  12th  of  August  last.  The  fllowing  is  an  extract 
from  that  letter. 
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^^There  is,  however,  among  the  commissioner's  questions 
to  me,  one  which  Congress  alone  can  answei*  in  the  affir- 
mative J  viz.  are  charges  for  buUcUngSy  fences^  woodj 
^c.  dmnaged  ar  destroyed  by  Continental  troops  or  mi- 
litiay  to  be  allowed  ?  Considering  the*  extent  and  magni- 
tude of  this  object  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other, 
what  serious  injuries  have  been  sustained  by  some  individ- 
ualsj  the  question  is  equally  intricate  and  important.  No 
answer  had  yet  been  £iven,  altho4gh  not  unfrequently 
agkated,  as  the  journals  will  testify.  Whether  Congress 
will  leave  it  on  the  present  footing,  or  order  such  damages 

• 

to  be  allowed,  or  (making  a  distinction  between  wanton 
devastations  and  necessary  impressure)  leave  the  officer  to 
account  in  one  case  and  the  public  in  another,  or  finally 
whether  ihey  will  take  a  course  between  all  these  and 
order  the  accounts  to  be  liquidated  and  reported,  but  the 
balances  riot  to  be  finally  allowed  and  certificates  given* 
until  their  further  order,  are  (questions  which  it  is  in  their 
wisdom  to  determine  by  that  extensive  view  of  titings 
which  they  possess." 

I  sliall  take  the  liberty  to  observe  to  your  Excellency^ 

•  «  ^^ 

that  claims  of  this  kind  become  daily  more  urgent.  The 
people  recovering  by  degrees  from  their  despondency  as 
to  the  settlement  of  their  old  accounts  and  beginning  to  feel 
^me  hope  of  eventual  payment^  and  of  consequence  a 
fiqner  reliance  on  and  belief  in  the  justice  of  the  United 
3tates,  naturally  look  forward  from  thevmeasures  already 
taken  to  those  which  prudence  and  equity  may  still  further 
dictate.  Some  provision*ought  certainly  to  be  made ;  but 
I  must  repeat  that  the  object  is  not  only  great  as  to  the  pe- 
cuniary amount  ^  but  extensive  as  to  |)lace,  persons,  claims 
and  circumstances.     The  caution  hitherto  preserved  was 
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therefore  wise,  but  it  enn  no  longer  be  adhered  to,  because 
the  klea  held  lip  to  every  applicant,  was  that  after  a  ten- 
mtnation  of  tlie  war,  aiifi  not  before,  provision  shodd  be 
made.    . 

I  take  leave  also,  further  to  observe  to  your  Excellency, 
that  there  is  a  material  distinction  to  be  made,  even  among 
such  of  these  claims  as  are  .otherwise  similar,  according  to 
tba  limes  in  which  the  Respective  causes  of  tbem  may  have 
originated,  as  whether  they  were  previous  or  subsequent  to. 
the  conrmencement  of  the  year  1782 ;  claims  for  supplies 
obtained:  during  the  latter-period,  ought  certainly  to  be  con* 
sidered  as  withm  the' appropriations  of  money  demanded:  for 
the  current  service,  the  quotas  of  which  yet  Temain  unsat* 
is6ed.  In  order  then  that  this  matter  may  come  before 
the  United  States  in  Congress  in  such  regular ^rm,  as 
Uiat  ^ome  decision  may  be  made,  I  shall  submit  t6  their 
wise  consideration  the  following  Act, 

WbereaS)  the  late  wasleful«aad  expensive  war,  is  now  by 
the  blessing  of  divine  Providence  finally  tenninated,  and 
whereas,  divers  chizens  of  these  States  have  during  tile 
course  thereof  sustained  various  injuries  and  damages,  as 
well  by  the  armies  of  the  United  States  asotherwisei  by 
the  operations  andi  efiects  of  the»war.  And  whereas,  no 
provision  cani  as  yet  be  made  for  the  just  relief  of  the  suf* 
fererS)  neither  can  it  be  determined  to  whom  such  relief 
may  be  due^:  And  whereas,  it  is  the- indispensable  dtttSf 
of  every  Government,  ia  all  things  to  the  utmost!  of  their 
power,  tcf  do  what  to  righi  and  justice  may  appertain. 
Be  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  United  Ststes  in  Cengresa 
assembled,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  authority  of  the 
sMttse,  that  each  and  every  of  the  eommisripnens  who^  are 
or  may   be  appointed  in  pcirsnaBce  of  the  reaokitioBS  of 
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Congress  of  the  20th  day  of  February  last,  be  and  they 
hereby  are  authorised  and  directed  to  receive  within  the 
States  to  and   for  which  they   aA  or  may  -  be  appointed 
respectiv^y,  all  claims  and  demands  made  by  individuals 
for  damages  done   to  or  sustained  by  them  within  such 
State,  during  the  late  hostilities  and   by  reason  diereof ; 
whether    the  same  have  been   committed  and  done  by 
officers  or  soldiers,  acting  under  the  authority  of  Congrjfiis, 
.or  by  the   enemy.     And   be  it  further  ordained    by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that  the  said  commissioners  do  require 
and  receive  such  evidence  with  respect  to  each  and  every 
such  claim  as  they  shall  judge  fitting  and  proper  according 
to  the  nature*and  circumstances  of  the  case  respectively, 
and  where  due  evidence  is  produced  in  support  of  such 
claims,  .that  they  do  liquidate  and  adjust  the  same  accord- 
ing to  equity  .and   good  conscience^     Provided  always, 
that  the  said  commissioners  shall  not  give  to  the  claimants 
any  certificates  or  other  evidence  of  such   adjustment. 
And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that 
tlfe  said  commissioners  respectively  do  from  time  to  time 
make  return  to  the  Superintendent  of  our  finances,  of  the 
amount  of  each  and  every  such  claim,  and  the  time  when 
the  same  arose,  whether  previous  to  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1782,  or  subsequent  to  the  last. day  of  December,  1781 ; 
specifying  clearly  in  the  said  return  the  nature  of  every 
claim  in  such  full   and  ample  manner,   as  that  when  the 
same  shall  be  laid  before  the  United  States  in  Congress, 
for  their  investigation,  they  may  be  thereby  enabled  to 
make  such  further  order  in  the  premises  as  to  right  and 
justice  may  appertain. 

Before  I  cbse  this  letter,  I  will  trouble  your  Excellency 
one  moment  longer  to  a.ssign  my  reasons  for  extending  this 
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provision  to  the  case  of  damage  done  by  the  enemy.  The 
investigation  does  by  no  means  imply  any  recompense 
from  the  United  -States.  But  if  there  should  be  -oases 
wiiere  such  recompense  is  proper,  the  materials  on  which 
to  judge  will  by  this  means  be  prepared.  The  object 
however  is  to  ascertain  the  damages  done,  by  the  enemy^ 
which  win  in  this  way  come  forward,  so  as  that  au  account 
thereof  can  be  made  out  whh  exactness  to  answer  any 
purposes,  which  future  negotiations  with  Great  Britain 
may  render  necessary.  To  this  I  would  add,  that  the 
expense  of  the  business  will  be  so  trivial  as  not  to  be  worthy 
of  consideration,  when  compared  witl)  the  advantages  to 
result  from  it. 

.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  esteem,  i&c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THB    PRESIDENT    OF    CONQUBSS. 

Office  of  Finance,  January  24th,  1784. 

Sir, 
The  re-establishment  of  peace  having  at  length 
given  room  for  the  proper  investigations,  it  becomes 
in  me  a  duty  of  public  justice  to  mention  to  Congress 
the  situation  of  those  persons  in  Canada,  or  out  of  it, 
who  are  creditors  to  the  United  States  for  property 
furnished  or  services  rendered  in  that  country.  To 
these*  may  perhaps  be  added  those  who  have  claims  for 
damages  sustained.  Persuaded,  as  I  am,  that  unless 
some  general  arrangements  be  taken  on  this  subject,  it 
will  occasion  a  great  expense  of  time  and  money,  to- 
gether with  the  loss  of  reputation,  I  think  economy  ais 
VOL.  XII.  67 


450  ROBfiRT  MORRIS. 

well  as  justice  calls  for  a  due  attention  to  the  subject 
in  the  present  moment 

I  submit  then  the  following  ideas,  not  as  being  a 
perfect  plan,  but  merely  as  hints  to  be  perfected  by 
the  wise  care  of  the  United  States.  And  first,  it  might 
be  proper,  that  a  commissioner  were  appointed  to  go 
into  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the 
several  claims  above  mentioned,  with  power  to  liqui- 
date the  same,  and  to  give  certificates  of  the  amount. 
If  it  be  a  desirable  thing  that  justice  be  done,  it  is  a 
necessary  thing  that  the  inquiries  be  made  on  the  spot. 
There  and  there  alone,  can  the  due  investigations  take 
place,  so  as  to  prevent  either  the  public  or  individuals 
from  being  defrauded.  Besides  it  will  not  cost  more 
to  maintain  a  commissioner  there  than  it  will  here,  and 
many  who  have  been  both  distressed  and  oppressed 
are  confined  to  that  spot  by  their  circumstances.  '  It 
may  also  appear  to  be  of  some  importance,  that  *by 
doing  justice  to  these  people  unsolicited  we  secure 
their  afiections;  which  will  prevent  Great  Britain 
from  using  them  hereafter  against  us.  Neither  will  it 
escape  the  attention  of  Congress,  that  such,  a  commis- 
sioner may  transmit  useful  intelligence.  But  this 
being  rather  in  the  Department  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  I 
shall  not  enlarge  on  it. 

A  natural  question  will  probably  arise,  as  to  the 
means  of  payment*  This  may  be  answered  by  apply- 
ing a  like  question  to  the  case  of  o^her  public  debts. 
But  I  conceived  that  another,  if  not  a  better  answer 
may  be  given.  If  a  new  State  were  set  off  about 
Detroit,  and  the  lands  sold  to  all  inclining  to  purchase, 
with  permission  to  pay   in   certified   Canadian  debts, 


DIPLOMATIC  CORR£8FOND£NC£.  45 } 

« 

not  only  as  specie,  but  even  at  a  premium  of  five  per 
cent,  the  lands  would  pay  the  debts,  and  the  United 
States  would  gain  more  than  the  amount  of  the  pay- 
ment by  the  very  act  of  making  it.  For  an  equal  if 
not  greater  number  of  persons  than  the  creditors  in 
Canada,  would  become 'settlers  from  that  country,  and 
bring  with  them  property  beyond  their  purchase 
money.  Nor  is  that  all ;  such  State  would'  become  a 
barrier  of  infinite  importance.  It  would  secure  eternal 
peace  with  the  Indians,  and  it  would  secure  the  Indian 
trade*  For  it  would  soon  place  the  principal  traders 
at  that  spot  in  the  character  of  American  citizens. 
With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PBESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  Febniary  2d,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  have  delayed  answering  your  Excellency's  favor 
of  the  4th  of  last  month,  in  the  hope  that  I  might  have 
been  able  to  announce  to  you  the  having  sent  off  the 
duplicate  of  the  definitive  treaty.  Hitherto  no  oppor- 
tunity has  offered.  But  as  Colonel  Harmar  has  sailed, 
and  probably  Lieutenant  Colonel  Franks,  I  am  not  so 
anxious  on  that  subject  as  I  have  been. 
With  sincere  esteem,  I  am,  &c* 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   MBSSR8   LE    OOUTSULX^  &    OO. 

Officer  of  Fiquiot,  Ftthnuxy  18th,  17M. 

Oentlemen, 

Previously  to  my  letter  of  the  13th  of  January,  I 
had  received  your»  of  the  10th  of  September  and  18th 
of  October.  In  one  of  my  said  letters  I  requested  you 
to  come  under  aeeeptance  for  Mr  Ross's  bills,  although 
my  public  bill  in  his  favor  should  not  be  accepted* 
But  Mr. Ross  assures  me  that  he  has  not  yet  drawn^ 
and  promises  that  he  will  not  draw  on  the  credit  of 
that  bill  until  my  advices  from  Europe  shall  warrant 
it.  So  that  my  precaution  in  this  respect  was  unne- 
cessary. Neither  is  that  bill  to  be  protested  if  not 
paid  when  it  falls  due^  but  it  is  to  be  held  by  you  for 
Mr  Ross's  future  orders.  Those  advices  which  I  have 
lately  received,  are  far  from  being  agreeable,  dnd  it  is 
probable  that  my  letters  written  to  Dr  Franklin  in 
consequence  of  them  may  in<}uce  him  to  apply  for 
your  friendly  aid  to  prolong  the  time  of  payment  of 
some  bills,  which  I  had  drawn  on  the  credit*  of  that 
loan^  and  which  to  my  great  surprise  the  negotiators  of 
it  were  not  in  cash  to  answer.  Should  he  make  any 
such  application,  Gentlemen,  I  am  to  request  that  you 
will  come  ifi  with  your  extensive  credit,  to  support 
that  of  the  United  States;  and  you  may  rely  that  I 
will  take  care,  by  proper  and  speedy  remittances^ 
finally  to  absolve  your  engagements. 

I  have  this  day  given  to  the  house  of  Peter  White- 
sides  &  Co.  my  bill  on  you,  (number  ninetyseven) 
payable  at  ninety  days' sight,  and   for  three  hundred- 
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thousand  livres.  I  am  to  desire  your  aaceptanee  of 
that  bill,  which  I  have  drawn,  to  preTent,  if  possible, 
the  protest  of  bills  drawn  by  that  House  in  conse- 
quence of  one  of  my  said  bills  on  Amsterdam  ;  to  put 
you  in  cash  for  that  sum,  I  have  purchased  already 
seven  hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  now  lying  ready 
for  shipment  at  Alexandria  in  Virginia,  and  directed 
farther  purchases^  as  alsp  the  chartering  of  vessels  to 
carry  it  to  Europe.  1  shall  make  you  a  shipment  of 
from  seven  to  eight  hundred  hogsheads  as  soon  as  the 
weatber^  will  permit,  Yor  at  present  all  our  navigation 
is  shut  up  by  the  ice.  *  This  tobacco  ahall  be  shipped 
to  your  order  at  L'Orient,  and  I  think,  that  with 
every  allowance  for  delay,  it  must  leave  ^(le  Chesa* 
peake  by  the  1st  of  April  at  farthest,  and  will  arrive 
within  two  months  after  the  bill  shall  have  been  pre- 
sented. The  sales  of  it  wiR  therefore  put  you  in  cash 
to  answer  the  bill.  But  to  render  the  matter *as. safe 
as  possible,  you  shall  have  early  advices,  so  as  to  make 
the  insurance,  which  will  answer  the  bill  should  the 
tobacco  fail.  After  all.  Gentlemen,  it  is  possible  that 
you  may  be  in  advance  for  a  short  time.  B.ut  I  make 
not  the  least  doubt,  that  you  will  cheerfully  go  into 
the  proposed  operation,  at  present  necessary  to  the 
United  S.tates,  and  which  (that  necessity  out  of  the 
question)  is  in  itself  atnong  the  best  kinds  of  commer- 
cial transactions.  In  order,  also,  to  place  you  more 
perfectly  at  your  ease,  I  agree  to  make  good  any  ex- 
pense, which  may  be  incurred,  by  negotiations  to 
prolong  the  payment,  should  it  be  inconvenient  for 
you  to  make  the  actual  advance,  and  should  such  ad« 
vance  become  necessary   by  accidents  of  the  sea  or 
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Other  unforeseen  circumstances.     But  at  all  events  my 
said  bills  must  be  honored. 

With  esteem  and  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    MB    OBAND. 

Office  of  Finance,  Febraary  12tb,  1784. 

Sir, 
The  last  letter  which!  have  received  from  you  is  of  the 
12th  of  September,  and  in  that  yoQ  have  left  a  blank  for 
the  amount  of  funds  received  from  Amsterdam,  and  inform 
me,  that  you  expect  again  to  apply  for  more,  as  Mr  Bar- 
clay could  not  tell  what  sum  he  should  be  able  to  pay  you 
nor  when.  My  letters  from  Messrs  Wilhelm  and  Jan 
Wiliink,  Nicolas  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  De  la  Lande 
and  Finje,  announce  to  me  n  sum  remitted  to  you  beyond 
the  Idea  which  1  had  formed  of  your  wants ;  and  the  con- 
sequence of  it  is,  that  bills  i  had  drawn  on  them  remained 
unprovided  for.  Not  having  received  letters  from  you  in 
so  long  a  time,  it  is  impossible  for  nie  to  guess  at  the  ex* 
act  state  of  your  accounts  ;  but  if  Mr  Barclay  has  placed 
in  your  hands  the  sums  which  I  expected  he  would  have 
done,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  United  States  must  have 
been  <^onsiderab!y  in  advance  to  you,  at  the  very  moment 
when  my  bills  were  in  the  critical  situation  above  n^en- 
tioned.  I  shall  not,  however,  draw  any  conclusions  on 
this  subject  before  I  receive  those  advices  from  you,  which 
I  am  in  the  hourly  expectation  of.  As  I  do  not  know 
whether  any  effectual  measures  have  yet  been  taken  to 
provide  for  the  bills,  which  I  had  drawn,  and  which  the 
Houses  in  Amsterdam  were  not  in  cash  to  answer,  owing 
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to  a  sudden  failure  of  the  loan  intrusted  to  their  manage- 
ment,  I  have  written  to  Dr  Franklin  on  that  subject,  and 
am  now  to  request  your  aid  in  the  business,  so  that  time 
may  be  given  for  the  arrival  of  those  remittances,  which  I 
am  making  to  provide  ibr  the  consequences,  should  the 
loan  continue  unproductive.  On  this  occasion  I  confi- 
dently rely  on  your  eSbrts,  and  I  persuade  myself,  that  the 
credil  of  the  United  States,  so  long  preserved  in  Europe, 
through  doubtful  and  dangerous  events,  will  not  now  be 
suffered  to  expire  for  the  want  of  a  very  little  timely  aid 
and  attehtinn. 

I  am,  Sir,  &£c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   MESSRS    WILLINK   &    CO. 

Office  of  Finance,  Febnuuy.  12th,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant  I  received  your  letters 
of  the  20ih  of  November  and  1st  of  December.  The  in- 
telligence contained  in  these  letters,  so  far  as  concerns  the 
loan  under  your  direction,  and  the  bills  which  I  had  drawn 
upon  the  credit  thereof,  is  very  far  from  being  agreeable. 

The  tenor  of  your  last  letter,  renders  it  necessary  'for 
me  to  obviate,  the  constructions  put  on  my  conduct  in 
drawirig  to  that  extent.  And  this  is  easily  done,  for  it  ap- 
pears by  your  letters  now  before  me,  that  the  total  of  those 
bills  for  a  million,  did  not  exceed  the  funds  actually  in 
your  possession,  by  above  six  hundred  thousand  guilders, 
arid  if  the  second  expedition  of  tobacco  be  deducted,  that 
excess  cannot  be  considered  as  going  beyond  five  hundred 
thousand.     Now,  Gentlemen,  I  have  already  told  you,  that 
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Mr  Grand's  drafts  exceeded  my  expectation;  but  we  will 
put  this  out  of  the  question  for  the  present^  as  I  shall  write 
on  that  subject  to  him ;  but  you  will  observe,  that  your 
letters  announcing  the  decline  of  the  loan  did  not  reach 
me  nntil  the  close  of  the  last  year;  and  therefore  I  could 
not  have  calculated  on  so  great  an  alteration.  The  occur- 
rences in  this  country,  which  occasioned  it  have  never  ap- 
peared of  any  consequence  to  us  who  are  on  the'  spot, 
although,  by  exaggeration,  they  have'  staggered  the 
minds  6f  people  *in  Europe.  You  will  observe  also,  Gen- 
tlemen, that  when  my  letter  of  the  1st  of  October  was 
written,  I  had  not  received  any  letter  from  you  of  later 
date  than  the  Mth  of  June.  The  intelligence  mentioned 
in  my  letters  as  having  come  through  an  indirect  channel, 
was  contained  in  a  letter  from  Mr  Adams  himself,  and 
your  letters  written  in  the  months  of  July  and  August  con- 
firmed thet  mtelligence.  All  this  will  appear  if  you  com- 
pare our  correspondences,  and  place  yourselves  in  the  situa- 
tion, which  the  long  passage  of  your  letters  of  the  4th^  11th 
and  26th  of  September  placed  me.  The  two  first  of  these 
did  not  come  to  hqnd  until  a  very  few  days  ago,  as  you 
will  observe  that  they  are  not  acknowledged  until  the  9th 
instant.  It  has  therefore  been  alike  impossible  for  me  to 
conjecture  the  hard  fate  of  my  bills,  or  to  provide  against 
it  by  seasonable  remittances. 

But  as  1  have  already  mentioned,  the  sum  total  of  the 
advance,  which  those  bills  could  have  occasioned  would 
not  exceed  five  hundred  thousand  guilders,  payable  in  all 
the  month  of  March,  supposing  that  the  loan  should  pro- 
duce nothing  in  the  whole  winter.  By  a  circuitous  nego- 
tiation this  payment  might  have  been  prolonged  without 
difficulty,  and  you  will  see  that  the  roeasuras  I  am  taking, 
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ev€n  at  this  late  period,  wQuld  have  produced  the  ncces* 
sary  funds  in.  season.  I  have  not  indeed  any  right  to  ex- 
pect, ihat  you  would  risk  so  heavy  a  sum  in  reliance  on 
me,  but  if  you  had  done  it  I  should  have  felt  the  obliga- 
tion, and  I  think  my  conduct  would  have  been  such  as  to 
convince  you  that  the  con6dence  was  not  misplaced. 

Under  the  present  very  disagreeably  circumstances,  and 
not  knowing  whether  Dr  Franklin  has  complied  \viih  your 
proposals,  1  cannot  lake  such  decisive  stfps  as  I  otherwise 
might*  I  enclose,  however,  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I 
have  written  to  him,  and  I  shall  proceed  to  make  remit- 
tances, as  soon  as  the  weather,  which  now  shuts  up  our  aav- 
igation,  will  permit.  The  advices  which  I  shall  receive 
from  Europe,  while  ships  are  lading,  and  which  I  daily 
expect,  must  govern  me  in  the  consignments ;  which  is 
the  reason  that  I  can  say  nothing  positive  on  that  subject. 

If  Dr  Franklin  has  complied  with  your  proposals, 
yon  will  of  course  have  accepted  my  bills  to  the  extent  of 
the  million  guilders.  If  he  has  not,  it  is  possible  that  jpny 
letters  to  him  may  stijl  arrive  in  season  to  prevent  the 
protests  for  nonpayment.  If  however  this  should  not  be 
the  case,  I  wish  you  to  call  on  those  wbo  held  the  bills, 
and  tender  payment,  on  return  of  the  bills,  or  on  giving  an 
indemnity  against  them  ;  in  which  case  you  will  also  pay 
the  costs  of  protest,  interest  which  may  have  accrued,  and 
the  like.  If  they  will  not  do  this,  you  will  then  be  pleased 
to  transmit  notarial  certi^cates  of  your  tender  of  such  prin- 
cipal, interest  and  costs ;  a>>d  if  your  payments  are  ac- 
cepted, to  transmit  immediate  accounts  thereof. 

Willi  respect  to  the  three  bills,  numbered  one  hundred 
and  ninetyone,  one  hundred  and  ninetytwo,  and  one  bun- 
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dred  and  ninetytbree,  dated  the  21st  of  October,  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  guilders  each,  I  have  agreed 
with  the  Houses  to  whom  I  sold  them,  that  they  shall  still 
lay  t6  be  accepted  or  not,  as  may  hereafter  be  determined, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  United  States  are  to  pay  the  ii)- 
terest  of  their  advances  to  me  until  they  can  reimburse 
themselves,  or  are  repaid  by  me,  whichever  shall  eventu- 
ally happen.  The  bill  number  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  dated  the  12th  of  December  last,  for  one  hundred 
thousand  current  guilders,  I  purchased  and  remitted  on 
my  own  private  account,  and  have  given  orders  that  it  be 
not  returned  to  this  country;  so  that  on  that  subject  yon 
may  also  be  at  ease.  I  shall  receive  on  my  private 
account  the  interest  of  the  forty  thousand  dollars  paid  for 
this  bill)  on  the  same  principles  with  which  I  have  settled 
for  the  other  bills  just  mentioned.  And  by  the  way,  you 
will  see  how  great  was  my  confidence  in  the  success  of 
your  operations,  when  I  have  involved  my  own  private  for- 
tune in  the  purchase,  not  only  of  that  bill,  but  also  of  four 
hundred  thousand  guilders  out  of  the  million.  All  which 
was  done  because  the  demand  for  exchange  on  London 
being  greater  than  on  your  city,  I  bought  those  bills,  remit- 
ted  them,  and  drew  on  my  private  account  to  replace  my 
funds,  merely  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  public  service. 
In  addition  to  the  bills  just  mentioned,  there  is  one  which 
I  request  may  meet  due  honor ;  it  is  number  one  hun- 
dred and  ninetyfive,  dated  tlie  2d  instant,  payable  at  six 
months'  sight,  and  for  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
nineteen  current  guilders.  This  bill  was  drawn  to  replace 
bills  drawn  above  two  years  ago  at  six  months'  sight  on 
the  American  Minister  at  Madrid,  and  protested  for  certain 
circumstances  attending  the  negotiation  of  them  ;    where- 
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fore  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  replacing  them  with 

twenty  per  cent  damages,  by  a  bill  of  equal  dignity. 

]  am,  Gentlemen,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS- 


TO    MESSRS    WILLINK    k,   CO. 

Office  of  Fin&nce,  February  I2thy  1784. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
the  14th  of  October.  My  letter  to  you  and  the  other 
l^ouses,'  will  convey  sufficiently  my  sentiments  as  to  the 
disagreeable  consequences  occasioned  by  the  ill  success 
of  our  loan.  I  shall  not  here  dilate  upon  that  subject, 
which,  for  the  present,  I  can  only  lament ;  for  I  agree, 
Gentlemen,  with  you,  that  urgency  on  your  part  would 
rather  damp  the  spirits  of  monied  men  than  increase 
their  exertions. 

I  see  clearly,  that  if  it  were  possible  to  convey  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  weahh,  extent,  and  power  of  this  country, 
it  would  do  a  great  deal  towards  exciting  the  favorable  at^ 
tention  of  mankind.  But  this  is  a  very  (lifficult  thing,  for 
the  British  MiniMers,  and  even  their  Generals  in  the  court-' 
try,  with  all  the  pains  they  could  take,  and  all  the  intelli- 
gence they  could  procure,  were  extremely  ignorant  of  our 
resources.  This  is  among  the  reasons  why  they  pursued 
the  conquest  of  America  full  three  years  after  ev^ry  sen- 
sible man  in  it  saw  that  the  thing  was  impossible. 
-  However,  as  you  desfre  an  account  of  our  products,  I 
will  refer  you  to  a  very  unexceptionable  testimony,  that  of 
the  British  Ministers  themselves,  in  a  pamphlet  lately  pub- 
lished under  the  eye  of  the  Court,  by  Lord  Sheffield  ;    in 
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ivhich  the  writer  attempts  to  prove  that  we  itmisi  trade 
with  them  wliether  they  treat  u6  well  or  111.  To  show  this, 
he  gives  certain  facts,  which,  at  least,  prove  that  the  Brit- 
ish are  our  worst  customers,  so  hr  ais  the  sale  and  con- 
sumption of  our  produce  is  concerned.  He  proves,  also, 
that  if  they  have  any  advantage  over  others,  it  is  what  your 
countrymen  tnny  hskve  in  an  emiiient  degree  over  them ; 
I  mean  the  securing  a  great  part  of  our  trade  by  giving 
credit  to  our  solid  mercantile  houses. 

But  to  return  from  tlmt  digression  to  the  principal  ob- 
ject of  this  letter,  viz.  the  actual  and  probable  rcsoi^rces  of 
America.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  a  century «§qiMl|e 
place  from  which  this  letter  was  written  was  an  unlimited 
forest ;  that  the  whole  State  of  Pennsylvania  did  not  pro- 
duce enough  to  support  five  hundred  men  after  the  Eu* 
'  ropean  manner,  and  that  every  other  part  of  America  was, 
a  little  earlier  or  a  little  later,  in  the  seme  situation. 
But  now  this  very  city  is  worth  more  than  all  the  pub- 
lic and  private  debts  put  together,  which,  we  owe  to 
Europe. 

M.  Van  Berckel  has  convinced  me,  Gentlemen,  of 
your  good  will,  and  zealous  endeavors  to  promote  tlie  in- 
terests of  America.  And  [  flatter  myself  that  not  only  his 
representations,  but  my  own  conduct,  will  convince  you  of 
the  just  sense  T  entertain  of-  those  endeavor^.  . 

With  esteem  and  respect,  &lc. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  12th,  1784. 

Dear  Sir,. 

Three  days  ago  I  leceived,  in  a  letter  of  the  1st  of  De- 
cember from  Messrs  Wilhelm  and  Jan  VVillink,  Nicolas 
and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  De  La  Lande  and  Finjy  at  Am- 
sterdam, a  copy  of  their  letter  to  you  of  the  30ih  of  Novem- 
ber. Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  my  answer  of  thi^  date. 
I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  not  have  suffered  the  public 
Credit  to  be  ruined  for  want  of  an  engagement  to  the  amount 
of  so  small  a  sum  as  might  be  necessary  to  avoid  the  danger 
to  which  it  was  exposed,  and  I  wait  in  tite  anxious  expecta- 
tion of  hearing  from  you,  what  arrangements  have  been 
taken  on  this  subject,  as  I  wish  to  conform  my  measures  to 
them.  If,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  some  unforeseen 
causes  shoikld  have  induced  you  to  decline  so  necessary  an 
engagement,  [  hope  this  letter  may  arrive  in  season,  and 
induce  you  to  do  it. 

You  will  observe  that  a  copy  of  this  letter  is  transmhted 
to  the  Houses  in  Amsterdam,  but  I  have  not  sent  a  copy  of 
the  enclosed  letters  to  Mr  Grand  and  Mr  Barclay,  which 

a' 

are  left  open  for  your  perusal.  I  have  not  time  now  to  go 
particularly  into  tiie  estimation  of  their  accounts,  but  I  am 
almost  persuaded  that  there  is,  between  them,  and  ought 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  former  before  this  time,  about  half 
a  million  of  iivres  belongmg  to  the  United  States.  But  in 
the  present  exigency,  I  shall  not  reckon  on  this  sum,  nor 
on  the  seconii  expedition  of  five  hundred  hogsheads  of 
tobacco,  which  afre,  i  presume,  before  this  hour  arrived  at 
Amsterdam.  I  shall  calculate  on  a  deficiency  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  guilders,  and  prepare  remittances  as  fast  as 
proper  articles  can  be  purchased  to  that  amount;  because 
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the  surplus  may  be  well  disposed  of  to  answer  the  interest 
of  the  Dutch  loan,  which  falls  due  in  June  next. 

If,  therefore,  you  can  adopt  any  measures  by  which,  in 
circuitous  negotiations,  the.  time  of  payment  can  be  pro- 
longed, you  may  rely  on  the  arrival  of  such  remittances  in 
the  months  of  June  and  July  at  farthest,  as  shall  fully  an- 
swer the^  sums  which  may  then  fall  due,  and  as  I  have  told 
the  gentlemen  in  Amsterdam,  the  advices  which  I  may 
receive  will  govern  the  direction  of  those  remittances.  I 
shall  give  immediate  orders  for  the  purchase  of  one  thou- 
sand hogsheads  of  tobacco,  and  as  that  amount  is  com- 
pleted, I  shall  extend  it  according  as  circumstances  may 
require. 

The  season  has  been  so  intemperate,  that  the  navigation 
of  the  Chesapeake  is  to  this  hour  shut  up  by  the  ice,  but 
that  cannot  last  much  longer,  and  therefore  I  have  good 
hopes  that  some  capital  shipments  may  depart  before  the 
1st  of  April;  and  should  the  urgency  of  the  case  require 
it,  I  can  draw  at  long  sight  on  the  consignees,  and  transmit 
the  bills,  which  will  enable  a  farther  negotiation,  if  neces- 
sary. The  means  of  making  remittances  are  now,  thank 
God,  in  my  power ;  for  the  amount  of  taxes  exceeds  that 
of  the  expenditures,  which  last  are  reduced  almost  to  noth- 
ing ;  and  as  the  revival  of  comiperce  must  increase  the 
means  of  paying  taxes,  I  have  no  other  solicitude  for  the 
event  than  what  arises  from  the  want  of  time  to  make  due 
arrangements.  This  want,  I  persuade  myself  you  will 
remedy,  if  you  have  not  already  provided  against  it.  And 
you  may  rely,  that  any  engagements  you  may  think  it 
necessary  to  take,  shall  be  most  punctually  complied  with 
by  me. 

With  unfeigned  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  yours,  kc.  ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  it  occdrs  to  me,  that 
there  is  (particularly  on  the  present  occasion)  a  propriety 
in  transmitting  to  you  the  best  account  in  my  power  of  the 
situation  of  things,  as  to  the  funding  of  our  public  debt.  I 
say  the  best  in  my  potver,  for  I  know  not  what  is  done 
southward  of  Virginia,  no  mail  having  come  from  thence  in 
upwards  of  six  weeks,  by  reason  of  the  inclemency  of.  the 
weptber,  which  greatly  impedes  our  intelligence  from  every 
quarter.  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  have 
adopted  the  plan  recommended  by  Congress.  I  am  as- 
sured that  New  York  and  Connecticut  will  adopt  it  very 
speedily,  and  I  am  told,  on  good  authority,  that  Rhode 
Island  will  come  in  as  soon  as  the  example  of  the  other 
States  is  communicated.  It  is  in  consequence  of  my  con- 
viction that  the  plan  will  soon  be  agreed  to  by  all,  that  I 
have  published  an  advertisement  of  the  9th  instant,  a  copy 
whereof  is  enclosed.  R.  M. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 

Office  of  Finance,  February  13th,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  written  to  you,  under  yesterday's  date,  on  a  very 
interesting  subject ;  and  I  will  now  add  something  farther, 
which  I  did  not  choose  to  place  in  that  letter,  as  a  copy  of 
it  is  transmitted  to  the  Houses  in  Holland.  And,  first,  I 
will  give  you  an  account  of  my  situation,  as  accurately  as 
possible,  in  order  that  (seeing  the  whole  state  of  my  en- 
gagements, and  the  means  of  fulfilling  them)  you  may  rest 
at  ease  under  the  operation  I  have  Requested,  and  which 
I  must  now  most  strongly  urge  and  entreat  yop  to  en- 
gage in. 
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My  preisenl  actunl  engagements  are  tiireefol^,  vi»,,  first, 
general  engagements  for  the  public  service  not  yet  satisBed, 
including  therein  the  notes  issued  by  me,  which  remain  in 
circulation  ;  secondly,  my  bills  of  exchange  unpaid ;  and» 
thirdly,  my  debts  to  the  national  bank. 

Tiie  first  of  these  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  with  exact* 
ness,  for  I  take  into  the  account  all  payments  to  be  made 
for  past  services  and  the  like,  and  I  set  against  it  suridry 
sums  to  be  received,  and  the  public  goods  which  are  yet 
to  arrive.  It  cannot  be  expected,  therefore,  that  any  great 
precision  will  take  place  in  this  estimate,  but  from  the 
clearest  insight  I  have*  the  amount  is  rather  under  tlian 
over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.    ' 

The  second  stands  thus.  I  drew  for  a  million  of  guild** 
ders,  of  which,  cak^ulating  tlie  extent,  -not  more  than  one 
half  remains  unprovided  for,  as  I  have  observed  in  my  let- 
ter of  yesterday.  Tliis  half  may  be  considered  as  of  the 
valvre  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Besides  this  sum, 
Ihave  drawn  three  bills  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
guilders  each,  and  one  of  one  hundred  thousand  guilders, 
for  which  I  have  received  three  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
sand dollars;  but  as  I  have  agreed  that  those  bills  shall  not 
be  protested,  they  are  not  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of 
bills  of  exchange. 

My  debt  to  the  national  bank  is  the  above  sum  of  three 
himdred  and  ibrly  thousand  dollars,  obtained  from  them 
by  discounting  notes  received  for  the  bills  of  exchange, 
and  wiiich  r^otes  they  will  continue  on  interest,  until  taken 
up  by  my  payments  here,  or  by  my  moneys  raised  on  the 
drafts  of  tlie  parties  who  gave  them,  sboukl  my  bills  be 
eventually  paid  in  Europe. 

Id  this  calculation  you  will  .perceivci  that  I  make  no 
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loeDtioD  of  Bay  monmys  wUch  I  suppose  to  be  in  die  iitiids  > 
of  Mr  Grand,  becaoset  for  the  greater  certainty,  I  wiH  on 
the  present  occasioo  consider  them  as  equal  to  answer  for 
contiogeocies  only.  And  on  the  other  hand,  I  will  not 
calculate  the  interest  to  arise  od  moneys  borrowed  in 
Europe,  because  although  that  object  may  be  stated  as  of 
the  value  of  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  yet  to  answer  it,  I  place  first,  the  gen- 
eral system  of  funding  the  public  debts,  and  secondly, 
whatever  small  sums  may  arise  on  the  Dutch  loan,  sup- 
posing it  to  have  no  success  wofth  eountiog  on  for  other 
purposes. 

Hence,  therefore,  we  will  state  the  account  as  of  the 
first  of  the  present  month  thus. 

Balance  due  for  past  services,  .  .  •  .  j^lOO,000 
Due  for  bilb  of  exchange  drawn,  .  .  .  200,000 
Due  to  the  national  bank, 340,000 

640,000 
Add  for  contingencies, 10,000 

$660,000 
We  come  now  to  the  means  of  making  payment ;  after 
rejecting  all  hope  of  any  material  aid  from  the  Dutch  loan. 
And  tjiey  are  as  follows.  The  taxes  for  the  last  four 
months,  ending  the  31st  of  January,  amounted  to  some- 
what mor^  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Towards 
these  taxes,  the  States  of  Delaware,  North  Carolina  *and 
Georgia,  have  as  yet  paid  nothing.  Neither  is  there  any- 
thing paid  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina  within  the  ac- 
count of  those  months.  The  States  of  New  Hampshire, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  Maryland  and  Virginia  have  paid 
very  little,  in  proportion,  to  their  present  ability,  and  the 
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Other  four  States  will  all,  by  the  extension  of  peace  and 
commerce)  be  in  better  circumstances  for  revenue  than 
they  were  before. 

From  the  States  of  New  York,  Maryland,  Virgmia  and 
South  Carolina,  I  expect  to  derive  very  considerable  re« 
lief;  particularly  from  the  first,  by  a  proposed  sale  of  con- 
fiscated lands.  However,  I  shall  (after  deducting  from  the 
probable  increase  of  the  revenue  so  much  as  may  pay  the 
current  expenditures)  calculate  the  surplus  and  the  pro- 
posed sales  of  lands,  as  amounting  to  iio  mere  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars^  by  the  end  of  ifext 
September.  This  then,  will  place  the  sum  unprovided  for 
at  the  amount  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
fund  to  pay  it  at  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  month.  That 
fund  will  discharge  the  first  article  above  mentioned,  by 
the  end  of  March ;  and  the  next  thing  to  be  provided  for, 
is  the  two  hundred,  to  answer  bills  of  exchange  drawn. 

The  intended  provision  for  that  object  is  as  follows ;  I 
shall  borrow  immediately  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
the  bank,  and  direct  purchases  of  tobacco  and  rice,  partly 
with  cash,  partly  on  creditj  and  partly  by  bills  drawn  on  me. 
By  this  means,  I  can  with  that  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars have  the  purchases  made,  in  all  March  and  April,  so 
that  the  shipments  to  the  required  amount  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  will  take  place,  some  in  March,  some  in 
April,  and  all  of  them  I  hope  by  the  end  of  May.  The 
taxes  during  April  and  May,  will  pay  the  purchases  on 
credit,  and  the  bills  drawn  on  me ;  and  the  taxes  in  June 
and  July  will  pay  the  hpndred  thousand  dollars  due  to.  the 
bank.  By  the  end  of  September^  therefore,  I  may  calcu- 
late on  a  roll  discharge  of  all  these  debts. 

If  the  loan  should  meet  with  success,  my  relief  will  be^ 
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more  speedy ;  but  you  wilWsee,  Sir,  f^om  this' detail,  what 
is  most  important  to  you,  viz ;  that  the  funds  will  be  placed 
in  Europe  during  the  months  of  June  and  July,  to  pay  the 
half  million  of  guilders,  which  I  desire  you  to  provide  for. 
I  suppose  the  mode  of  circuitous  negotiations  to  be  very 
fjEiralliar  with  your  bankers,  but  I  would .  hint  at  the  foUpw- 
ing  as  practicable.  Suppose  the  Houses  in  Amsterdam  to 
draw  in  the  month  of  March  on  Mr  Grand,  at  sixty  days* 
sight;  Mr  Grand  might  va  May  draw  on  a  good  House 
in  London  for  his  full  reimbursement,  and  the  House  in 
London  might,  in  like  manner,  reimbtirse  on  Messrs  Le 
Couteulx  &  Co.  by  which  time  the  remittances  would  ar- 
rive. Or  the  time  might  be  still  farther  extended,  if 
the  House  in  London  should  reimburse  on  Messrs  Wil- 
helm  and  Jan  Willink,  and  they  on  Messrs  Le  Couteulx. 
Or  the  last  bills  might  pe^rbaps  be  drawn  on  Mr  Grand 
instead  of  Messrs  Le  Couteulx.  However,  supposing  that 
the  credit  of  those  gentlemen  might  be  useful,  I  have  re- 
quested them  to  aid  your  operations,  should  you  think 
proper  to  ask  their  aid. 

And  now,  my  Dear  Sjr,  let  me  before  I  close  this  letter, 
entreat  of  ybu  most  earnestly,  that  the  public  credit  just 
beginning  to  revive  be  not  totally  lost  for  a  want  of  an 
effi)rt,  which  is  but  nothing  in  comparison  with  what  we 
have  already  experienced,  and  passed  through  with 
success. 

With  very  sincere  esteem,  yours,  8w. 

*       ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO  THOMAS  JEFFSaSON*     . 

Office  of  Finiaoe,  Ttthmaxy  25th,  1984. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  first  instant  reached  me  bat  a  few  days 
sinee,  and  I  seize  the  earfiest  monieot  in  tny  power  of 
replying  to  it.  1  shall  reply  also  in  this  letter  to  that  with 
which  I  was  favored  from  Mr  Williamson,  and  pray  both 
him  and  the  committee  that  they  will  excuse  it ;  assuring 
them  that  it  proceeds  from  a  desire  of  collecting  all  I  have 
to  ssy  on  the  subject  under  one  point  of  view. 

It  was  and  is  my  opinion,  and  has  frequently  been  ex- 
pressed, that  the  calls  of.  Congress  should  be  confined  to 
the  arrears  of  former  requisitions,  so  long  as  it  can  be  pos- 
sible out  of  such  means  to  defrajE-the  current  expenditures. 
And  although  it  has  been  necessary  to  comprise  a  part  of 
the  expenditures  of  1782  and  178S  ^thin  that  debt,  for 
the  interest  whereof  permanent  funcfs  have  been  required, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  oppose  any  relinquishment  of  the 
exbting  requisitions.  I  will  not  repeat  the  reasons,  be- 
cause the  grand  committee  appear  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion.  It  was  evident,  that  if  those  requisitions  should 
produce  more  than  the  current  expenditure,  the  surplus 
would  easily  be  applied  towards  discharging  a  part  of  the 
debt,  which  arose  during  the  years  1782  and  1783. 

'  Enclosed,  Sir,  you  will  find  the  required  amount  of  taxes 
received  to  the  end  of  last  year.  But  since  that  period, 
there  Iwve  been  farther  receipts,  and  I  must  observe^  that 
among  these  are  some  small  sums  collected  in  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania  on  the  requisitions  for  1 783.  But  thede 
are  nevertheless  carried,  in  the  treasury  books,  to  account 
of  the  unsatisfied  requisitions  of  1782. 
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ConGniog  myself  to  round  numbers,  because  I  presume 
the  committee  would  rather  receive  inibrmation  materially 
right  in  season,  than  wait  for  greater  accuracy  at  the  ex- 
pense of  moments,  every  one  of  which  must  be  precious, 
I  take  leave  to  mention,  that  the  arrearages  on  the  requisi- 
tions of  1782  and   1783  exceed  eight  millions,  and  that 
one  of  those  eight  millions  would  pay  the  unfunded  expen- 
ditures froni  the  end  of  1781  to  the  commencement  of  the 
current  year ;  by  which  term  of  unfunded  eoipenditures 
used  for  want  of  a  better,  I  mean  such  part  of  tlie  public 
debt  as  arose  in  that  year,  and  which  not  having  been  car- 
ried to  the  account  of  the  public  debt,  but  remaining  due 
on  my  official  engagements  and  anticipations,  must  still  be 
provided  for  out  of  the  requisitions.     There  will  remain, 
therefore,  at  least  seven  millions  for  the  service  of  this 
year,  and  payment  of  a  part  of  the  former  debt,  should  the 
collections  be  so  rapid  as  to  pay  off  the  required  million 
beyond  the  immediate  expenses,  which  I  confess  there  is 
but  little  reason  to  expect.    It  will.  However,  be  useful, 
that  pressing  application  be  made  to  the  States,  to  com- 
plete their  quotas,  under  those  requisitions ;  for  if  only  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  were  employed  in  payment  of 
our  funded  debt,  before  January  next,  in  addition  to  the 
provision  for  paying  the  interest,  we  might  then  consider 
the  independence  of  our  country  as  firmly  established.    I 
shall  dweH  no  longer  on  this  subject,  which  will,  I  am  sure, 
be  better  matured  by  the  committee,  than  by  any  of  my 
reflections.     But  1  am  bound  to  mention,  Sir,  that,  froni 
the  slowness  and  smaUness  of  the  collections,  our  finances 
are  in  a  more  critical  situation  than  you  can  easily  con- 
ceive ;  such  that  I  dare  not  leave  this  place,  although  I  am 
irery  desirous  of  paying  my  respects,  to  Confess  at  An- 
napolis. 
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« 

.  As  to  the  vote  of  Septeaiber,  1782,  requiring  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  payment  of  interest 
on  Loan  Office  certificates,  &c.  I  have  no  official  infor- 
mation of  what  has  been  done  by  the  States ;  some  among 
them  have,  I  believe,  directed  the  issue  of  certain  other 
kind  of  certificates  for  payment  of  that  interest ;  but  as  the 
acts  do  not  conform  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  I  can- 
not know  what  conduct  the  Loan  officers  have  pursued. 
It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  tie  States  individually  are 
not  sensible  how  necessary  it  is  to  conform  to  general  reg- 
ulations; on  every  occasion,  some  local  convenience  is 
consulted,  and  a  deviation  made,  which  appears  to  be  of 
little  consequencei  to  the  general  system,  and  which  is 
nevertheless  important,  and  becomes  injurious  to  the  very 
Stale  by  which  it  was  made.  The  idea  of  an  officer  de- 
pendent only  on  Congress,  amenable  only  to  them,  and 
consequently  obedient  only  to  orders  derived  from  their 
authority,  is  disagreeable  to  each  State,  and  carries  with  it 
the  air  of  restraint;  Every  such  officer,  therefore,  finds  the 
weight  of  public  opinion  to  contend  with.  Bpt  how  in  a 
continent  so  extensive,  can  that  simplicity  of  administration, 
which  is  essential  to  order  and  economy,  be  inuroduced, 
unless  such  officers  aro  not  only  tolerated,  but  aided  by 
the  legislative  and  executive  authorities?^!  will  pursue 
these  ideas  no  further  for  the  present,  because  I  think  the 
opportunity  will  arrive  in  which  the  subject  must  be  ct)n- 
sidered  with  more  attention. 

Enclosed,  Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  account 
of  the  civil  establishment  of  the  United  States,  tog^th^r 
with  an  account  of  contingent  expenses  of  the  several  offi- 
ces. Neither  of  these  is  as  complete  as  could  be  wished, 
though  as  perfect  as  they  cftn  at  present  be  made.    Tou 
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will  doubtless  observe,  that  all  the  offices  are  not  cotn- 
pletely  filled,  and  that  all  the  contingent  expenses  are  not 
brought  into  the  account.  Among  the  latter  omissions  is 
the  contingent  expense  of  our  foreign  ministers^  which  will, 
I  am  .  persuaded,  be  far  from  inconsiderable.  I  have 
thought  it  proper,  also,  to  transmit  to  the  committee  an 
estimate  of  the  sum  at  which  our  civil  establishment  might 
be  fixed  ;  and  on  this  estimate  1  make  the  following  gene^ 
ral  observations.  1st.  That  the  articles  of  contingencies 
therein  mentioned,  are  carried  out  on  conjecture,  and 
therefore  the  sum  total  may  be  somewhat  more  or  less,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  2dly.  That  the  numbers,  titles,^ 
apd  salaries  of  the  several  officers  being  entirely  in  the  dis- 
position of  Congress,  they  will  add  to  or  diminish  from 
tliem  as  they  may  think  proper,  wherefore  the  totals  will 
doubtless  be  different  from  what  I  hav»  stated  ;  and  3dly. 
that  a  very  considerable  part  of  tiiis  expense  being  occa- 
sioned by  the  old  accounts,  wjil  cease  of  itself  when  those  . 
accounts  are  settled. 

t  proceed  then  to  observe  more  particularly  on  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Presidents  household.  l«t.  That  the  pre- 
sent mode  is  certainly  objectionable,  as  I  have  frequently 
bad  occasion  to  observe,  and  which  I  now  repeat  with  the 
more  freedom,  as  nothing  which  can  be  said  will  bear  the 
least  personal  application.  My  reasons  are,  Ist,  No  per- 
son not  accountable  to  the  United  Statd^  should  be  in- 
vested with  thft  right  of  drawing  at  will  on  the  public  treas- 
ury. 2dly.  Every  expenditure  ought,  as  far  as  the  reason 
and  nature  of  things  will  pcrhiit,  to  be  ascertained  with 
prepision.  3dly.  A  fixed  salary  being  annexed  to  the 
office  of  President  of  Congress,  he  will  be  more  effectually 
master  of  his  own  household,  and  in  consequence  a  greater 
order  and  economy  may  reasonably  be  expected. 
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On  the  expenses  of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 
I  shall  say  nothing.  The  expenses,  the  duties,  and  the 
cares  are  so  immediately  under  the  eye  of  Congress  them- 
selves, that  it  would  be  presumption.  But  I  would  ob- 
serve, that  to  the  account  of  the  contingencies  of  this  office, 
ought  to  be  carried  the  expense  not  only  of  office  rent, 
stationary,  inc.  but  also  fuel  for  Congress,  printing  of  the 
journals,  expresses  sent  by  Congress,  and  the  like. 

The  chaplains  of  Congress  receive,  at  present,  at  the 
rate  of  four  hundred  dollars  each.  If  the  office  be  neces- 
sary, it  ought  to  be  so  supported  as  that  the  officers  may  be 
entirely  attached  to  Congress,  and  accompany  them  in 
their  changes,  or  fix  at  their  permanent  place  of  residence ; 
whichever  of  these  modes  shall  eventually  be  adopted,  I 
have  ventured  to  state  tbeir  salaries  at  one  thousand  doUars 
each ;  perhaps  I  am  still  under  the  proper  sum. 

On  the  expense  of  the  court  of  appeals  I  can  say  noth* 
ing,  because  I  know  iiot  whether  the  continuance  of  it  be 
necessary.  But  I  should  suppose,  that  if  three  gentlemen, 
well  versed  in  the  law  of  nations,  were,  from  the  tenure 
of  their  offices  to  be  always  with  Congress  (so  as  to  be  con- 
sulted and  employed  when  the  public  service  might  require 
tt)  such  an  eAtablisbment  would  be  continued,  if  the  ex* 
pense  did  not  exceed  the  utility. 

When, all  our  accounts  shall  be  settled,  our  debts  either 
paid  or  properly  funded,  and  things  redueed  tGt,  a  peace 
establishment,  the  expenses  of  the  Office  o^  Finande  may 
perhaps  be  reduced  about  two  thousand  dollars,  by  taking 
away  the  salaries  of  the  assistant  and  one  clerk,  and  adding 
somewhat  to  that  of  the  secretary  ;  under  the  present. cir- 
cumstances I  do  not  think  th^  number  of  the  officers  can 
be  lessened.     The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  has  often 
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been  mentioned  as  very  high.  This  is  a  subject  on  which 
I  can  speai^  with  great  plainness,  and  but  for  the  disagree- 
able situation  of  things  above  mentioned,  I  should  speak  also 
without  any  personal  reference.  I  humbly  conceive,  that 
the  object  of  Congress  is  what  it  certainly  ought  to  be,  an 
enlightened  economy.  On  the  powers  of  the  office  I  will 
say  nothing  here,  because  it  would  be  misplaced.  The 
expenses  of  it  are  and  ought  to  be  great.  Until  we  can 
/Create  new  beings  ^we  must  take  mankind  as  they  are ; 
and  not  only  so,  but  we  must  take  them  as  they  are  in  our 
own  country.  Now  it  is  evident,  that  a  certain  degree  of 
splendor  is  necessary  to  those  who  are  clothed  with  the 
higher  offices  of  the  United  States.  I  will  venture  to  say, 
that  without  it,  those  officers  do  not  perform  one  of  the 
duties,  which  they  owe  to  their  masters ;  and  I  can  say, 
also,  from  experience  that  a  salary  Of  six  thousand  dollars 
does  not  exceed  the  expense  of  that  officer.  I.  speak  for  . 
my  successor,  or  ralher  for  my  country.  Neither  the 
powers  nor  emoluments  of  the  office  have  sufficient  charms 
to  keep  me  in  it  one  hour  after  I  can  quit  it,  and  I  did  hope 
that  period  would  have  arrived  during  the  next  month. 
Perhaps  it  may.  ]f  a  man  of  fortune  chooses  to  run  the 
career  of  vanity  or  ambition,  he  will  naturally  wish  the  sal* 
aries  of  office  to  be  low,  because  it  must  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  honest  competitors.  I  «ay  honest  competitors,  be- 
cause those  who  would  make  a  property  of  public  trusts 
will  always  be  indifferent  as  to  the  amount  of  salary,  seeing 
that  with  such  men  it  forms  the  smallest  pecuniary  consid- 
eration. When  a  liberal  salary  enables  a  man,  not  rich,  to 
live  in  a  style  of  splendor  without  impairing  his  private  for- 
tune, the  show  he  makes  ai^d  the  respect  attached  to  him 
really  belong  to  the  country  he  serves,  and  are  among  the 
VOL.   xii.  60 
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necessary  trappings  of  her  dignity.  Now  it  has  always 
appeared  to  me  that  true  economy  consists  in  putting  proper 
men  in  proper  places ;  to  which  purpose  proper  salaries  are 
a  previous  requisite.  Here  I  shall  pause,  because  the  re- 
flection occurs  to  my  mind,  that  perhaps  this,  with  many 
other  propositions  equally  true,  will  never  be  duly  felt  until 
an  opposite  conduct  shall  lead  to  disagreeably  conviction. 
If  indeed  it  were  rcy  ofcjject  to  enforce  this  point,  I  should 
go  no  further  than  the  past  experience  of  Congress,  and 
perhaps  there  might  be  room  for  som^  argument  on  the 
actual  state  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Affairs.  The  ex- 
penses of  that  office,  as  well  as  of  the  War  Office,  require 
only  a  reference  to  what  has  been  Just  mentioned.  The 
expenses  of  the  Treasury  Office  cannot  be  curtailed,  for 
before  the  present  business  can  be  lessened,  that  of  cur 
debt  must  come  forward,  and  there  must  be  some  persons 
to  manage  it,  although  the  great  machinery  at  present  em- 
ployed will  be  unnecessary. 

For,  reasons  of  evident  propriety,  I  say  nothing  on  the 
establishment  of  our  foreign  servants,  only  recommending, 
that  as  little  as  possible  be  left  to  the  article  of  contingen- 
cies. Because,  if,  on  the  one  hand,  it  be  just  to  compen- 
sate extraordinary  and  unexpected  expenses  for  the  public 
service,  it  is  proper,  on  the  other  hand,  to  reduce  within 
the  closest  limits  of  certainty,  which  the  nature  of  things 
can  permit,  the  amount  of  those  burdens  which  the  people 
must  bear.  And  it  ought  to  be  remennbered,  that  contin- 
gencies are  generally  speaking  a  kind  of  expenses,  which 
though  justified  by  necessity  are  unprovided  for  by  express 
appropriation,  and  which  therefore  ought  as  much  as  pos- 
sible to  be  avoided. 

The  last  article  is,  expenses  on  collection  of  the  revenue ; 
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and  k  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  this  is  so  heavy }  not 
indeed  the  sum  proposed  in  the  estimate,  which  is  trj- 
fling,  but  it  will  be  found  on  examination,  .that  the  ex- 
pense of  collecting  taxes  in  this  country  is  greater  than  in 
almost  any  other ;  a  serious  misfortune,  and  which  would 
certainly  be  provided  against  if  the  officers  of  the  collec- 
tion were  nominated  by  authority  of  the  United  States ; 
because  then  those  principles  of  suspicion,  which  have 
already  done  so  much  and  spokeu  so  loudly,  would  soon  fix 
upon  a  grievance,  at  present  overlooked,  because  it  forms 
part  of  the  system  favorable  to  withholding  instead  of  col- 
lecting taxes.  It  has  already  been  observed,  that  officers 
of  the  nature  of  receivers  are  necessary  in  the  several 
States ;  it  is  here  repeated,  and  experience  will  prove  it. 
At  the  same  time  the  committee  will  please  to  take  notice, 
that  the  Loan  officers  are  not  included  in  the  estimate ;  the 
reason  of  which  isj  that  they  can  answer  no  purpose  but 
the  expense  of  the  appointment,  and  the  complicating  of  a 
system  which  .ought  to  be  simplified.  An  officer  whose 
duty  it  is  to  urge  collections,  may  do  good  if  he  performs 
that  duty,  but  when  it  is  a  question  of  paying,  means  may 
.be  adopted,  which  will  be  more  effectual,  less  expensive, 
and  infinitely  less  liable  to  fraud.  Not  to  mention  that 
these  means  may  be  such  cs  to  avoid  long  and  intricate 
accounts.  In  fact  (and  I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  excuse  the 
observation)  there  seems  to  have  existed  a  solicitude  how 
to  spend  money  conveniently  and  easily,  but  little  care  bow 
to  obtain  it  speedily  and  effectually.  The  sums  I  have  pro- 
posed as  fixed  salaries  for  these  officers,  may  at  6rst  sight 
appear  large,  but  if  tlie  office  is  to  be  at  all  useful  it  must 
be  in  the  hands  of  a  good  man  who  can  devote  to  it  his 
whole  time  and  attention,  and  who  will  neither  by  his  pri- 
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vate  distresses  nor  by  the'  scantiness  of  his  stipend,  be 
prompted  to  betray  his  trust,  or  abuse  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  him. 

Before  I  close  this. letter,  1  will  take  the  liberty,  further 
to  mention  to  the  ,  committee,  as  a  principal  means  of 
avoiding  many  disagreeable  discussions  relative  to  the 
present  object,  that  the  establishment  of  a  mint,  and  due 
regulations  of  the  post  office,  would  soon  supply  the  funds 
,  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  our  civil  establishment. 
The  former  of  these  is  eAtirely  in  the  power  of  Congress, 
and  I  should  suppose,  that  the  States  could  have  no  rea- 
sonable  objection  to  leave  the  revenue,  which  might  arise 
from  the  second  to  the  disposition  of  Congress  for  that 
purpose. 

I  pray  you  to  excuse  me,  Sir,  for  troubling  you  with  so 
long  a  letter,  which  I  will  not  add  to  by  making  an  apolo- 
gy ;  but  assure  you  of  the  respect,  with  which  I  ha^e  the 
honor  to  be,  inc. . 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


$10,500 


PROPOSED   EXPENSES   OF   THE    CIVIL   LIST. 

President  of  Congress,  his  household,  $10,000 

His  private  Secretary,        -        -        -        -  500 

Secretary  of  Congress^        -        -        -        -        3,000 
Two  Clerks,  1,000 

Messenger,  ^        .        -        .        -  300 

4,300 

Contingencies ;  fuel,  stationary,  rent,  &.c.  750 

p—    .  5,050 

Clufplmns  of  Congress,        -        -        -        -  2,000 

T^ree  Jtu^eff  of  j^eoZf,  at  2250  dollars  each,    6,750 

Contingencies  during  their  sittings,  150 

6,900 

24,450 
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SuperifUendmU  of  Finance,        -        -        -  $6^000 

As^tant, 1,850 

Secretary,        -        -        -        -        -        -  1,000 

ClerkB,  thretf,           -'      -        -        -        -  1,500* 

Messenger,  ....  300 

$10,650, 

Contingencies, 750 

11,400 

"Mimst&r^  War,  -,       -        -        -  6,000 

Two  Clerks, 1,000 

Messenger,  300 

■-■  7,300 

Contingencies,  -        .,       .        -  500 

*  7,800 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  -  -  6,000 

Two  Secretaries,  ...  2,000 

Messenger,  -        -        -        -  -  300 

^  •  8,360 

Contingencies,  ...  .  500 

8,800 

CoTiiroUer  of  the  Treasury,  -  1,850 

Auditor, ,        1,000 

Six  Clerks,        ...         -  -  3,000 

5,850 

Register, 1,200 

Four  Clerks,  -         -         -.         -  2,000 

3,200 

Treasurer,   .    -  ...  -  1,500 

Clerk, 500 

— ^ 2,000 

.  Messenger,        -         -         -         -  .  300 

11,350 

Contingencies,  ....  1,000 

12,350 

64,^ 
Tico  Foreign  Ministers,  at  $10,000  each,  20,000 

Five  Residents,  with  Consular  Powers,  at  6,000,  30,000 

Contingencies,'  ...  -  -    10,000 

60,000 

Permanent  expense,  -  .124,800. 

Temporary  Expense. 
A  ComnuBsioner  of  accounts  here,  siiary  1,600 
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A  Commissioner  for  settling  old  accounts  in 
JEurope,  his  clerks,  contingent  expenses, 

&c.  suppose $10,000 

Two  Clerks,  •  i^qoo    .      • 

Contingencies, 250 

2,750 

Multiply  by         18 

49,500 

59,5(«> 

_  $184,300 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  17th,  1784. 

Sir, 
Permit  me,  through  your  Excellency,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  United  States  to  the  situation  of  my 
department.     During  the  last  year,  engagements  were 
made  to  a  very  considerable  amount  for  payment  of 
the  army.     This  payment  was  e£feeted  by  notes  which 
fell  due  the  end  of  last  year,  and  the  commencement  of 
this.     The  funds  at  my  disposal  were  unequal  to  the 
discharge  of  them.     I  was,  therefore,  under  .the  neees* 
sity  of  drawing  bills  on  the  credit  of  the  loan  in  HoU 
land.     The  information  I  had  received  from  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  the  management  of  it,  gave  me  hopes 
that  funds  sufficient  to  discharge  those  bills  were  in 
their  hands  ;  for  in  the  months  of  April,  May,  June  and 
July,  they  had  received  and  distributed  obligations  for 
one  million  one  hundred  and  thirtysix  thousand  florins. 
But  from  causes,  which  will  readily  suggest  themselves 
to  Congress,  that  loan,  which  had  taken  a  rapid  start 
at  the  peace,  began   to  decline   in  August  and  stood 
still  during  all  November.     }t  has  happened,  therefore, 
that  bills  to  the  amount  of  one  million  three  hundred 
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and  twentyfive  thousand  florins,  ecjtial  -at  the  current 
exchange  to  five  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars, 
arc  protested  for  non-acceptance.  Should  they  come 
back  protested  for  non-payment,  the  consequences  will 
be  easily  imagined. 

For  about  a  month  past  I  have  been  in  the  expecta- 
tion^  that  this  disagreeable  event  would  happen,  and 
whethfer  it  Will  or  not  is  yet  undetermined.  My  last 
advices  from  the  gentlemen  who  have  the  management 
of  the  loan  are  in  a  letter  of  the  22d  of  December  ;.by 
which  they  tell  me,  "we  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
repeat,  that  since  our  last  till  the  present  moment,  our 
prospects  are  not  very  much  increased  ;  however,  we 
are  not  quite  without  hopes,  and  have  determined,  if 
we  cannot  do  otherwise,  to  sacrifice  some  more  pre- 
mium to  the  undertakers,  which  if  we  do,  we  will 
charge  to  the  account  of  the  United  States.  We  think 
ourselves  fully  authorised  to  do  this  by  the  circum- 
stances, since  without  the  bills  going  back,  it  is 
certain  that,  besides  the  .disappointment  and  the  dis- 
credit it  would  give  to  the  government  bills,  the 
expenses  attending  the  returns  will  be  much  more 
burdensome.  We  have  almost  no  prospect  of  getting 
the  money  without  such  a  sacrifice,  and  only  hope  it 
will  answer  your  views.**  Enclosed  you  have  the 
account  current  with  these  gentlemen,  as  sketched  out 
by  the  register  for  information  ;  by  which  it  appears, 
that  they  had  in  their  hands  a  balance  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fortyseven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty current  guilders  on  the  Slst  of  October  last,  and 
by  the  subordinate  account,  number  five,  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  my  bills  exceed  that  balance  by  one  million 
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five  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twenty  nine  florins;  but  frotn  this  a  deduction  is  4o  be 
made  for  some  tobacco  shipped  to  them,  the  account  of 
sales  whel^eof  is  not  yet  come  to  hand.  ^Phey.  have, 
however,  accepted  of  my  bills  beyond  the  amount  of 
therr  funds,  and  still  there  are  to  the  value  of  one  mil- 
lion three  hundred  and  twentyfive  thousand  florins 
protested  for  non*acceptanee.  In  order,  however,  that 
Congress  may  possess  as  full  a  view  of  things  as  pos- 
sible, I.  will  suppose,  for  the  present,  that  by  making  a 
sacrifice  of  premium  the  funds  for  discharging  these 
bills  may  be  obtained.  I  must  also  mention  here,  to 
obviate  what  might  be  suggested,  that  the  remittances 
to  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  and  Mr  Grand  will  be  found 
accounted  for  in  their  accounts,  but  time  will  not  per- 
mit going  into  all  those  details  at  present. 

Supposing  then  the  funds  to  be  obtained  for  payment 
of  these  bills,  the  interest  falling  due  the  beginning  of 
June  next,  will  amount  to  two  hundred  thousand  flo- 
rins, equal  at  the  current  exchange  to  j|^80,000 
By  the  enclosed  state   of  payments 
•  just  received  from  Mr  Grand  it  will 
appear,  that  on  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber, there  is  payable  at  his  House 
the  sum  of  one  million  six  4iundred 
thousand  livres,  equal  at  th6  current 
exchange  to                                    •         ,         320,000 


|[400,000 

Thus  you  will  find,  that  on  the  best  supposition   which 

can  be  made,  there  i^  to  be  paid  in  Europe  during  this  year 

four  hundred  thousand  dollais^  over  and  above  the  salaries 
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of  foreign  Minififwrs  and  tb«r  cofUingent  expense.  Ther^ 
is  &}s0  to  be  paid  the  foriber  sum  of  ooe  fauodred  tbousalnd 
dollars,  due  in  tbis  country  on  engagements  taken  fckr  tfae 
puhiic  semGe  during  the  last  and  present  year,  b^sidias 
notesin  circulation,  wbiob  may  probaUy  be  absorbed  by  the 
taxes,  between  tbis  and  tUe  Istof  May  next.  Thus  there 
is  a  deficiency  of  half  a  mfllion  to  be  provided  ibr  by  the 
taxes  from  the  1st  of  May,  to  wbiob  must*  be  added  sua*- 
dry  debts  of  the  last  year  not  yet  adjusted,  and  which  cnm^- 
not  therefore  be  estimated,  but  which  may  amount  to 
between  one  and  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  more. 
And  to  all  tbis  must  be  added  the  current  expenses,  which 
Congress  will  best  be  able  to  ascertain. 

This,  Sir,  is  a  view  of  things  upon  the  fairest  side,  but 
if  the  bills  noted  for  nonf*acceptbnce  come  back,  a  scene 
will  then  be  opened,  wbicb  it  is  better  for  you  to  conceive 
than  for  me  to  describe.  The  delay  of  the  States  in  pass- 
ing the  laws  for  granting  revenue  to  fund  our  debts  hias 
left  the  above  mentioned  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  totally  unprovided  for ;  and  I  cannot  see  the  least 
probability  that  this  general  concurrence  will  be  obtained 
in  season  to  make  that  provision.  I  beg  leave,  fterefore, 
to  suggest  the  expedient  that  the  produce  of'  the  requisi* 
tions  for  1^782  and  1783  be  partly  appropriated,  to  that 
payment,  and  that  tlie  money  be  replaced  from  tkie  proper 
funds  when  obtained.  But  whatever  mode  may  be 
adopted,.  Congress  will  doubtless:  be  struck  with  this  trudi^ 
that  unless  the  States  can  be  stimulated  into  exertion,  and 
that  speedily,  everything  must  fall  into  confusion.  I  will 
not  pretend  to  anticipate  the  evit  consequences;  Having 
stated  the  facts  I  have  done  my  duty. 

1  must,  however,  pray  a  moment's   indulgence  to  men* 
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tioiiy  that  the  accounts  of  the  last  year  would  hare  been 
rendered  by  this  time,  but  as  I  have  not  relinquished  the 
hope  of  b^ng  able  to  quit  this  office  soon,  1  have  rather 
desired  to  be  able  to  complete  all  the  accounts  of  my  ad- 
ministration. It  will  give  me  infinite  pleasure,  if,  when  I 
have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  Congress  these  accounts 
with  my  commission,  I  shall  find  them  in  circumstances  as 
prosperous  as  those  under  which  I  accepted  it  were  ad* 

verse. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  - 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO     JACOB     READ,     XEMBRR     OF     A     COMMITTEE     OF 

CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  30th,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
14th  instant ;  which  should  have  been  done  sooner,  but 
that  I  have  been  much  engaged,  and  indeed  the  accounts 
you  ask  for,  and  which  are  enclosed,  required  time  to  be 
completed.  I  shall  expect  the  papers  which  relate  to  Mr 
Gillon  by  the  first  good  opportunity. 

With  respect  to  the  report  of  the  committe*?,  1  cannot 
presume  to  say  anything  about  it,  unless  it  should  be  offi- 
cially referred  to  me,  which  indeed  would  seem  to  be  the 
regular  mode  of  proceeding  in  matters  of  that  sort,  but  I 
am  far  from  desirous  of  such  reference,  and  therefore  if 
Congress  are  prepared  to  decide,  I  am  perfectly  con- 
tent. So  long  as  I  am  in  their  service  I  shall  endeai-or  to 
carry  their  measures  into  effect. 

I  am  perfectly  in  opinion  with  the  committee,  that  the 
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arrears  should  be  demaoded  before  new  requisitions  are 
jo^e;  and  if  I  were  to  hint  anything  like  advice,  it  should 
be  that  Congress  state  clearly  the  evils  which  arise  from 
their  inability  to  enforce  the  payments. 

The  desire  that  Loan  officers  may  issue  certificates  I 
have  long  known,  and  I  know  also,  that  it  originates  in 
a  desire  to  elude  actual  by  making  nominal  payments. 
However,  it  occurs  to  me  that  a  mode  might  be  fallen  upon 
to  conciliate  this  object  with  the  public  interest.  1  consider 
the  Loan  offices  as  a  very  unnecessary  burdte  on  the 
community,  and  I  think  they  ought  to  be  got  rid  of,  for  I 
am  sure  that  the  whole  business  might  be  better  done  at 
one*  tenth  of  the  expense,  besides  the  advantage  of  leaving 
no  unsettled  accounts  behind.  If  the  States  will  act  with 
rigor  and  honesty  on  the  present  occasion,  there  would  be 
no  difficulty,  I  should  suppose,  in  negotiating  with  the 
several  banks  to  make  actual  effective  payment.  But  you 
may  be  sure  they  will  not  undertake  anything  unless  they 
have  a  solid  reliance  on  the  revenues.  Now  this  is  pre- 
eisely  what  Congress  ought  to  desire,  for  if  they  are  pre- 
vailed on  to  cause  the  issue  of  paper  money  by  their  offi- 
cers, the  States  may  as  heretofore  neglect  the  means  of 
redeeming  it,  and  then  ail  tlie  blame  falls  upon  Congress. 
Indeed  they  would  well  deserve  it.  For  why  need  they 
attempt  to  accommodate  the  States  in  the  manner  proposed? 
Think  yoti  the  Legislatures  will  be  more  solicitous  to  save 
the  public  faiih  than  to  quiet  the  clamors  of  their  own  cit- 
izens ?  For  my  part  1  am  persuaded  that  they  will  not, 
and  I  cannot  but  think  that  an  address  to  the  public  credi- 
tors, charging  the  fault  where  it  is  justly  chargeable,  would 
be  more  useful  than  mere  temporary  palliations  of  their 
distress.     On  the  whole  I  think  it  best  for  Congress  to 
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Maere  as  nuich  as  poisible  to  grest  outlines,  and  to  airoid 
details.  Those  should  be  left  to  the  Minister  of  Finanee. 
If  be  is  an  able  and  honest  roan  he  will  do  well,  and  if  the 
thing  be  well  dpne  ail  is  right.  If  he  be  unequal  to  hb 
duties,  the  bhime  of*  wrong  measures  will  fail  upon  hirn. 
But  if  Congress  do  tiis  work,  then  unless  their  work  be 
more  than  humanly  perfect,  they  will  undoubtedly  com- 
promise therosdves.  I  say  these  things  to  you  in  a  con- 
vidion  of  the  truth  of  what  I  say,  and  with  a  perfect 
iodiflbrence  as  to  any  personal  considerations.  If  I  can 
get  out  of  office  I  will,  and  if  I  cannot  I  will  nefrer  ask 
Congress  for  a  confidence  they  do  not  wish  to  repose. 

I  am  very  much  obliged,  my  Dear  Sir,  by  your  kind 
and  confidential  communication,  and  reply  to  it,  as  you  see, 
with  full  oonfideaee.  If  I  were  in  a  situation  to  converse 
with  you  on  the  state  of  our  affiih's,  I  should  be  giail  to  do 
it,  but  the  limits  of  a  letter  will  not  permit  the  saying  what 
is  necessary  on  so  extensive  a  subject.  I  find  that  Con- 
gress are  in  the  habit  of  passing  resolutions,  which  relate  to 
my  department,  without  a  reference ;  I  am  soiry  for  it,  be- 
cause some  of  them  are  inoonvenient  to  me,  and  others 
will  I  fear  be  found  dangerous.  However,  they  are  the 
best  judges  of  what  is  for  the  public  interest,  and  therebre 
I  shall  avoid  as  much  as  possible  all  remonstrance. 
I  am,  very  sincerely,  your  most  obedieiM,  &e. 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 
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TO   THOMAS    jerFEB80N« 

Office  of  Finance,  Apfil  Sth,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  roe  the  bpQor 
to  write  00  the  30tb  of  last  inonthy  for  which  I  pray  you  to 
aceept  my  thanks.  The  circular  letter,  a  copy  of  which 
you  enolosed,  has  my  entire  approbatioo,  and  I  pray 
leave  to  assure  the  committee,  tliat  while  I  am  favored 
with  the  6rm  support  of  Congress,  I  shall  not  shrink  from 
(be  difficulties,  however  great,  with  wUdb  we  are  threat- 
ened. 

The  idea  of  applying  to  the  banks  for  aid,  is  in  itself  a 
good  one,  but  the*  present  moment  is  unfavorable.  The 
establishment  of  so  many  banks  instead  of  aiding  credit, 
and  facilitating  operations,  will  for  some  time  to  come  l)ave 
a  contrary  efiect,  and  it  is  not  without  great  difficulty,  that 
they  will  each  collect  a  capital  sufficient  to  support  its  own 
operations.  The  struggle  to  get  such  capital,  places  these 
isstitutions  in  a  degree  of  cfppositioo  to  each  otb^r,  injurious 
to  them  ail.  Without  going  more  mimHely  into  that  pnrt 
of  the  subject,  I  take  the  liberty  to  observe  further,  that  as 
we  had  no  mint  established  when  the  treaty  of  peace  took 
place,  and  consequently  no  proper  regulation  of  our  coin, 
a  great  .part  of  it  was  immediately  exported,  and  the  coun- 
try being  now  laden  with  foreign  goods,  and  having  but 
little  means  of  payment  with  prodoce^  stiU  further  exporta- 
tions  of  coin  will  take  place,  especially  if  by  the  return  of 
the  public  bills  so  great  an  additional  remittance  becomes 
Btcessary« 

I  shall  leam  all  observations  opm  ib»  matter  to  the 
good  jeose  of  the  oomnBittee,  vid  ysocoed  to  meotioin 
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further,  that  if  the  abilities,  of  the  several  banks  were  ever 
so  great,  we  cannot  rely  much  on  their  inclinations,  tipless 
their  respective  directors  could  clearly  see  a  prospect  of 
speedy  reimbursement  from  the  taxes.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
matter  of  much  delicacy,  to  make  any  proposals  to  them 
on  the  part  of  government ;  for  which  and  for  oUier  evident 
reasons,  I  pray  leave  to  suggest,  the  propriety  of  leaving  all 
such  negotiations  to  the  Superintendent  of  Finance.  That 
officer  has  ab*eady  sufficient  powers  to  do  everything,  ex- 
cept granting  preunums  for  the  loans  proposed,  and  with 
respect  to  them,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  none  ought 
to  be  given  ;  but  if  in  the  last  necessity  that  step  should  be 
unai'oidable,  he  may  tbea  apply  for  authority.  This  I 
conceive  to  be  better  than  vesting  him  beforehand  with 
such  extensive  power ;  for  the  committee  will  be  pleased  to 
observe,  that  as  the  laws  of  the  several  3tates  have  fixed 
the  rate  of  interest,  premiums  on  loans,  which  in  their 
efiect  raise  the  rate  of  interest,  would  be  exceptionable  as 
well  as  odious.  It  is  true,  that  the  situation  of  affiiirs  is 
very  disagreeable,  but  it  is  better  to  bear  up  and  stru^e 
hard  against  present  difficulties  than  lay  the  foundation  of 
future  evils. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO  THK   PftESlD£NT   OV   CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  April  29th,  1784. 

Sir, 
1  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress  thfr^xtraci  of  a  letter  from  the  com- 
missioner for  settllog  the  accounts  of  Gonaectiout, 
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together  with  the  copy  'of  a  receipt  which  was  en- 
closed in  it,  ftod  the  original  of  which  is  returned  to 
the  commissioner.  Before  I  make  any  observations 
on  this  extract  I  take  the  present  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining a  part  of  my  conduct,  which  has  I  know 
given  some  offence. 

Previous  to  the  acceptance  of  my  office  I  was  natu** « 
rally  led  to  examine  the  ground  on  whi«h  I  should  be 
brought  to  act.     I  clearly  saw  that  great  confusion  had 
been   introduced  into  the  public   affairs,  not  merely 
from  defects  in  former  plans,  but  from  a  great  n^U- 
gence  in  those  to  whom  the  execution  had  been  com- 
mitted.    For  althotigh  the  general  arrangements  were 
in  some   respects  defective,  as  is  the  ease    with   all 
human  institutions,  yet  those  who  were  in  any  d^ree 
culpable  had  taken  care   to  charge  the  fault  on  such 
deficiencies  by  way  of  excusing  themselves.     Congress 
will  perceive  at  a.  single  glance,  that  where  boards  or 
committees,  perpetually  changing,  and  whose  members 
are  not  accountable,  are  charged  with  the  superintend^* 
ence  of  a  general  system,  and   the  subordinate  agc^nts 
rendered  accountable  to  them,  it  is  vain  to  expect  that 
steady,  severe,  and  attentive  administration,  which  can 
alone   secure  the   public    welfare.      Experience   had 
shown,  that  this  radical  evil  produced   shameful  negli- 
gences  in  the  executive  departments,  the  mischiefs  of 
which  are  felt  at  the   present  hour.     Affairs  were  so 
complicated  that  it  was  hardly  possible  to  say  who  was 
in  fault ;  and  while  every  individual  officer  took  care 
to  excuse  himself  the  blames  was  placed  on  Congress ; 
from  whom  of  all  others,  if  the  future  interests  of 
America  be  consulted,  it  ought  to  be  removed^     The 
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expense  whrah  attendff  the  settlement  of  the  oM 
counts  is  the  least  mischief  which  has  respited. 

This  view  of  our  situation  rendered  it  neeesssry  for 
me  tastipulatOi  that  I  should  be  invei>tdd  with  ample 
powers,  and  induced,  also,  the  deternteination  to  aroid 
as  much  as  possible  the  employing  of  persons  who  bad 
publk  accounts  ttusettled*    My  sirbsequent  experiehce 
hsa  shown,  that  if  this  determination  had  been  onivef'- 
seily  adhered  to,  it  would   have  tended  much  to  the 
establishment  of  that  regularity,  which  has  oonstantiy 
been  kept  in  view.     From  frequent  information  I  wae 
convinced,  that  many  of  the  loan  officers  iiad  not  eon* 
dueted   their   business   according  to   the  modes  pre>- 
scribed,  and  had  indeed  neglected  even  to  make*  those 
returns,  which  had  been  from  the  beginn>ing  required'. 
This  was  an  additional  i«ason  for  placing  the  receipt 
of  the  continental  taxes  in  other  hands.     And  when  it 
wns  eonsidered,  that  these  gentlemen  would  be  con* 
stanlily  pressed  for  the  payment  of  ititerest,  that  which 
WQS  necessary  in  the  case  with  somie*  became  proper 
with  respect  to  ail.     This  conduct,  as  has  been  already 
mfentioned,  gave  offence  to  some,  hut  as  no  regular 
accusation  has  ever  been  brotight  I  shall  go  no  farther 
into  a  defence  of  the  measnv^ ;  my  objedt  being  as  well 
to  point  at  Mure  operations  as  to-  explain  the  past; 

I  will  not  go  into-  a  detail  of  the  modes  formerly 
prescribed  for  keeping  the  Loati  Office  ac<5oifnta.  Suf^ 
fice  it  10  say,  that  very  few  of  the  officers  have  con- 
formed to  them.  The  instraetiews  for  settling  the 
accoutftts  are  before*  Conn^pess,  and  the  enclosed  eactract 
shows  that  they  ca?nnot  be  effectually  adhered  to ;  and 
consequeolly  that  a  pnneipd!  object  in  the  settleaoent 
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of  the  aecdunts  will  not  be  effected.  I  pray  leave, 
'therefore,  again  to  faring  to  the  attention  of  Congrffss  , 
a  report  made  oh  the  3d  of  September  from  the  Offiee 
of  Finance.  Not  that  it  is  desired  that  the  United 
States  should  adopt  the  resolution  there  proposed,  but 
meroiy  that  it  may  serve  as  a  groundwork  on  which 
to  establish  some  Act  which  may  prove  effectual. 

It  is  perhaps  a  favorite  object  to  keep  up  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Loan  offices,  but  I  must  on  this  occa^ 
sion  repeat  what, I  have  so  often  declared,  that  it  is  an 
expensive  and  a  pernicious  establishment,  without  foe*^ 
ing  attended  with  a  single  good  effect  to  compensate 
the  mischiefs.  I  shall  not,  howevcfr,  trouble  Congress 
with  my  reasons  on  that  subject,  because  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  bear  witness  against  them.  I  know  the  pro- 
gress of  all  reformations  to  be  slow^  and  that  expe- 
rience is  the  most  certain  teacher. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c* 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


To   THE    PRE8IDEKT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  6th,  1784. 

Sir, 
Iti  consequence  of  the  resolutions  of  the  28th  of  April, 
ond  2d  of  May,  1783,  I  hnve  made  the  Various  engnge- 
mems  then  in  contetnplation,  and  my  late  letters  to  Con- 
gress will  show  that  some  of  those  engagenients  to  the 
amoimt  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  still  remain  to 
be  fclfiiled.  Congress  will  be  pleased  also  to  observe 
that  their  late  arrangements  with  respect  to  foreign  officers, 
form  an  object  of  about  fifty  thousand  dollarsi  including  the 
VOL.  XII.  62. 
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grant  of  ten  thousand  to  Baron  Steuben.  Notwitbstandin 
this  and  the  constant  demands  for  current  service,  I  am' 
not  without  hopes  that  if  all  the  bills  on  Holland  be  paid,*  1 
shall  in  the  course  of  the  summer  be  able  to  quit  my  sta- 
tion. Having  been  informed  (though  not  officially)  that 
Congress  intend  to  adjourn  in  the  beginning  of  next  month, 
I  am  humbly  to  request  that  they  would  in  such  case  be 
pleased  to  take  eventual  arrangements  for  administering 
their  finances.  And  I  am  the  more  solicitous  on  this  sub- 
ject,  lest  through  the  want  of  such  arrangements  some 
injury  should  happen  to  the  public  service  when  Iretire. 

I  hope  Congress^  will  indulge  me  also  in  'mentioning, 
that  no  committee  has  been  appointed  to  inspect  into  the 
conduct  of  my  department.     It  would  give  me  particular 
pleasure  that  measures  were  taken  on  that  subject  also. 
With  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    MARQUIS    DE    I^AFATETTE. 

Office  of  Finance,  May  19Ui,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
By  the  opportunity  which  your  friend,  Mr  Constable, 
offers,  I  now  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  fa- 
vors of  the  26ih  of  December,  lOih  of  January,  and  9th  of 
March  last.  Accept,  I  pray  you,  of  my  sincere  thanks  for 
them  all.  1  also  enclose  for  your  perusal  the  copies  of  my 
letters  to  Congress,  of'  the  16ih  of  April  and  of  this  date. 
To  these  I  add  their  resolutions  of  the  3d  instant,  which 
will  I  hope  prove  agreeable  to  you.  If  I  have  not  trans- 
muted the  copies  of  or  extracts  from  your  letters  to  Con- 
gress so  soon  as  they  wei*c  received,  you  must  attribute  it 
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to  circumstances  which  I,  on  the  spot,  could  best  judge  of, 
and  which  is  not  worth  while  to  mention. 

In  pursuance  of  what  I  have  just  now  said  to  Congress, 
I  shall  proceed  16  request  your  exertions  for  establishing  a 
free  port  at  the ,  Isle  of  France  or  Bourbon.  You  will 
easily  obtain  sufficient  information  in  Europe  to  direct  your 
applications  on  this  subject,  and  Mr  Constable  will,  I  think, 
be  able  to  give  you  ^ome  useful  information  as  to  the  con- 
sequences  of  it  upon  this  country.  I  confess,  that  it  apr 
pears  to  me  to  be  the  probable  means  of  establishing  at 
that  port,  the  most  extensive  and  useful  commerce  with 
India,  that  has  ever  yet  existed.  To  France  and  to  Ame- 
rica  it  will  be  most  particularly  useful,  because  we  shall 
trade  freely  and  without  risk  to  such  port,  and  you  will  un* 
doubtedly  furnish  tis  with  all  those  articles  of  India  goods, 
which  we  should  otherwise  go  in  search  of  to  India,  or 
procure  from  other  nations.  This  will  form  an  object  of 
near  twenty  millions  of  livres  annually,  or  calculating  both 
(he  export  and  import  cargoes,  it  will  amount  to  about 
thirty  millions,  and  consequently  cannot  be  less  than  five 
millions  clear  advantage  to  France ;  and  if  it  be  consid- 
ered, that  this  is  so  much  taken  from  her  commercial  rival, 
we  may  esthnate  it  as  being  an  object  of  ten  millions  an- 
nually. Such  being  the  importance  of  it  with  respect  to 
America,  what  may  we  not  calculate  on  for  the  other 
countries,  who  may  incline  to  trade  thither  ?  But  besides 
this  great  commercial  consideration,  there  are  others  of  a 
political  nature ;  such  as  the  increase  of  your  seamen  ;  the 
advantage  of  a  place  of  arms,  marine  arsenal,  be.  in  tlrat 
critical  position.  These  I  shall  not  dwell  upon,  because  I 
do  not  wish  to  go  out  of  my  depth. 

Returning  then  to  a  commercial  view  of  the  subject,  I 
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consider  it  as  almost  certain^  that  America  would  find  it 
more  advantageous  to  trade  witii  that  port  than  to  go  on  to 
Intlia  I  and  hence  I  draw  one  very  strong  inference,  that 
we  should  not  only  be  by  that  means  brought  into  a  closer 
political  connexion  with  France,  but  (hat  France  would 
hold  a  much  larger  share  of  all  our  other  commerce,  than 
she  would  without  such  an  establishment.  I  will  not 
trouble  you  with  my  reasons,  because  I  think  they  will  r.ot 
eseape  you.  But  before  I  close  my  letter  I  must  observe, 
that  although  ,this  commerce  may  and  (mdoubtedly  will 
yield  you  a  {revenue,  yet  there  is  danger  in  beginning  with 
revenue  toe  soon.  Let  the  port  be  first  made  fvee  to  all 
tbe  world,  and  let  good  and  intelligent  commissioners  or 
inlcndants  be  appointed  to  transmit  information  of  the  com- 
merce carried  on*  If  there  be  no  duties,  there  will  be  no 
false  entries  ;  and  thus  in  two  or  three  years  the  Court  will 
be  able  to  act  with  their  eyes  open  ;  and  in  the  meantime 
the  enriching  of  your  own  subjects  is  always  of  sufficient 
consequence^  even  if  revenue  be  put  entirely  out  of  the 
question.  If  on  the  other  hand  you  only  free  the  port  by 
halves,  and  leave  it  subject  to  duties  and  restrictions,  the 
commerce  may  never  take  its  course  that  way  \  and  always 
remember,  that  the  comnTission  recr»ived  by  your  mer- 
chants from  such  a  commerce  is  alone  of  v»st  importance. 

.  I  am,  Sir,  &€. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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TO   THS  GOVERNOR    OF   BHODS   I&1.AND. 

Office  of  Finance,  June  dl St,  1784. 
Sir, 

That  my  official  existence  has  been  prolonged  to  the 
present  moment  arises  from  the  clilatoriness  of  the 
States  in  providing  means  to  discharge  those  engage- 
ments, which  I  had  taken  for  their  benefit  at  the 
pressing  instance  •f  Congress.  I  hope  your  Excel* 
lenoy  will  believe  me  when  I  seriously  assure  you, 
that  the  greatest  advocates  for  a  change  cannot  more 
earnestly  desire  my  dismission'  than  I  myself  do*  I 
.hope  that  their  sincerity  and  mine  will  speedily  be 
put  to  the  trial.  They»  by  granting  money,  and  I  by 
resigning,  can  best  evince  that  our  professions  are 
founded  in  truth*  Thus,  Sir,  it  has  happened,  that 
the  reasons  for  granting  money  to  the  Union  have 
acquired  an  additional  weight  from  considerations  per- 
sonal to  me,  and  perhaps  in  the  only  way  in  which 
I  could  have  given  to  them  any  efficacy. 

Whatever  sinister  causes  may  have   been  suggested 
to  invalidate  my  former  applications,  I  humbly  hope, 

that  at  this  period  my  earnest  entreaty  to  comply  with 

t 

the  requisitions  of  Congress  for  funding  the  public 
debt  will  be  considered  as  flowing  from  a  conviction, 
*  that  it  is  a  measure  necessary  to  the  peace  and  happi- 
ness of  our  country.  To  me  it  can  produce  neither 
honor,  nor  power  nor  profit.  The  advantage  I  may 
derive  will  be  common  with  all  my  fellow  citizens, 
and  I  shall  share,  also,  the  burden  in  common  with 
them.  But  the  numerous  class  of  sufierers  in  whose 
particular  favor  that  burden  is  to  be  sustained,  will,  I 
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hope,  meet  with  an  advocate  in  evtty  bosom.  Jus- 
tice, policy,  humanity,  press  the  measure  upon  our 
feelings  and  reflection  ;  and  if  it  be  objectionable,  let 
it  be  considered  how  seldom  any  human  plans  are 
formed,  to  which  objections  may  not  be  made.  Our 
union,  necessary  as  it  is  to  our  existence,  is  still  lit^ble 
to  objections.  And  government,  without  which  we 
cannot  participate  in  the  benefits  of  society,  will  al- 
ways in  something  or  other  give  ro0m  for  clamor  and 
discontent. 

I  hope.  Sir,  this  application  from  me  will  be  at  least 
excused.  It  is  the  last.  It  is  the  general  result  of 
what  I  feel  to  be  my  duty.  Those  who  come  after 
me  will,  I  hope,  have  that  influence,  which  1  have- 
not  ;  and  succeed  where  I  have  failed.  But  whether 
they  succeed  orwhether  they  fail,  they  cannot  more 
earnestly  desire  the  good  of  America  than  I  do.. 
I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   M.    DE    MARBOIS,    CHARGE    D'AFFAIRES   FROM 

FRANCE. 

Office  of  Finance,  Auguet  17th,  1784. 

Sir, 
I  had  yesterday  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  15lh,  by  which  I  perceived  that  you  misunderstood 
me  a  little  in  the  conversation  alluded  to.  On  that 
occasion,  Sir,  1  expressed  my  intention  to  take 
arrangements  for  the  payment  of  four  .hundred  •thou-, 
sand  livres,  being  the  interest  due  in  November  next, 
upon  the  loan  of  ten  milHon  livres,  guarantied  by  his 
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Most  Christian  Majesty ;  but  I  could  not  have  told 
ydu  that  they  were  actually  taken,  because  that  is  not 
the  Hict.  Indeefl  I  did  expect,  that  certain  attach- 
ments which  have  been  laid  upon  the  property  of  Iho 
United  States  in  France  would  have  been  taken  off; 
and  that  in  consequence  of  orders  formerly  given,  Mr 
Grand  would  have  received  through  Mr  Barclay  the 
necessary  funds.  Should  this  be  the  case  he  will  pay 
that  interest  of  course,  having  already  done  so  last 
year,  in  pursuance  of  a  general  authority  to  that  effect. 
If,  however,  the  suspense  occafsioned  by  those  attach- 
ments should  cause  any  delay,  the  King's  Ministers 
who  were  long  ago  informed  of  them,  will  doubtless 
excuse  the  inconveniences  which  may  result  from  it. 
The  arrangements  now  to  be  formed  must  be  in  a 
double  sense  eventual,  and  depend  not  only  upon  the 
fate  of  the  attachments,  but  also  upon  the  state  of 
those  funds,  which  may  be  in  Europe  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

I  should  be  happy,  Sir,  in  the  opportunity  of  satis- 
fying your  desire,  to  be  informed  of  the  measures 
taken  with  respect  to  those  sums,  which  the  King  was 
pleased  to  lend,  and  which  (with  the  interest  accruing 
thereon)  are  payable  at  the  several  epochas  specified 
for  the  pui'pose  in  the  conventions  made  on  that  sub- 
ject, between  our  respective  Ministers  ;  but  not  having 
received  the  orders  of  the  United  States  in  Congress, 
I  cannot  presume  to  anticipate  what  they  may  think 
proper  to  say.  I  will  immediately  do  myself  tlie 
honor  of  transmitting  to  his  Excellency,  the  President, 
a  copy  of  your  letter ;  and  as  I  cannot  doubt,  that  both* 
those  measures  which  they  have  akecdy  taken,  and 
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those  which  they  may  hereaAer  adopt,  must  be  per-^ 
feclly  consietent  with  their  honor,  I  shall  indiilge  the 
hope,  that  Ihey  will  meet  the  approbation  of  their 
august  ally. 

I  have  the  hooor  to  be,  &ic. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   TBE   FftESIDENT    OV   CONGBESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  30th,  1784. 

Sir,  , 

I  had  the  honor  of  mentioning  to  Congress,  upon  the  4th 
of  May^  the  advices  then  just  received  from  Holland,  and 
to  pray  their -sentiments  upon  tl^je  loan,  which  Mr  Adams 
had  (upon  a  view  of  all  circumstances)  found  it  necessary 
to  open.  I  was  the  more  anxious  on  this  subject,  as  I  saw 
a  probability  of  the  speedy  completion  of  this  loan  for  two 
millions  of  guilders,  and  therefore  if  not  approved  of,  no 
time  should  have  been  lost  in  stopping  the  further  progress. 

Since  writing  that  letter,  I  have  recditred  the  scheme  of 
the  loan,  and  tiie  cof)y  of  the  obligation,  both  of  Which  are 
here  enclosed  for  the  inspection  and  coivtideration  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress,  it  b  probable,  that  not  only 
this  loan,  but  also  the  former  loan  of  6\'e  millions  will  both 
be  filled  before  any  determinations  of  Congress  can  arrive 
in  Europe ;  for  the  concurrence  of  many  States  to  the 
measures  proposed  by  Congress,  8n<i  the  resolutions  of 
several  legislative  bodies  expressing  their  sense  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  enabling  the  United  States  punctually  and  honor-* 
ably  to  discharge  their  engagements  have  reanimated  tliat 
credit,  which  for  «vident  reasons  had  languislied  aod  died 
away. 
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The  public  accounts  will  sufficiierntly  explain  the  situation 
of  money  matters,  and  the  gentleman  charg6d^  with  the  de- 
partment of  the  finances  will  of  course  furnish  such  infor- 
mation  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  required  ;  I  shall  not 
therefore  go  any  further  into  the  details  of  this  business; 
but  must  express  to  Congress  my  opinion  of  the  loan  gene- 
rally;  and  certainly,  if  we  consider  the  very  untbward  cir- 
cumstances in  which  it  was  undertaken,  very  great  praise 
is  due  to  the  persons  concerned  in  proposing,  adopting*, 
and  pursuing  it.  This  sentiment,  which  I  have  constantly 
ieh  has  not  been  declared  until  the  present  moment,  be-, 
cause  no  suspicion  can  now  arise',  that  what  I  say  is  dic- 
tated' by  a  view  to  influence  their  future  exertions,  seeing 
that  my  political  existence  must  be  at  an  end  before  the 
contents  of  this  letter  can  possibly  be  transmitted. 

I  have  invariably  in  my  official  correspondence;  (as  in- 
deed upon  every  other  occasion,  both  public  and  pifvate) 
expressed  the  conviction  which  I  feel,  that  however  the 
several  States  may,  from  a  difference  in  local  circuitistances, 
difier  in  their  opinions  about  the  mode  of  providing  for 
public  debts,  all  of  them  mW  concur  in  the  just  sentiment, 
that  these  debts  ought  to  be  most  punctually  discharged. 
There  cannot,  therefore,  be  any  doubt,  that  the  proper 
prdvisiotid  vtiU  bermadie§.  and  I  tmn  grounded  in  the  asser- 
tion that  when  made,  the  public  credit  of  America  Vill  be 
the  best  of  any  in  the  world,  that  it  will  cost  less  to  main- 
tain it'  by  us,  than  by  any  other  nation,  and  that  consider- 
ing the  infant  state  of  our  cultivation  in  general,  and  the 
fmntiers  in  particular,  it  is  of  more  importance  to  us  than 
it  cad  be  to  any  other  country.  It  is  also  a  commercial 
problem,  which  admits'  of  absolute  demonstration,  that  the 
punctual  paymetit  of  interest  on  our  debts  will  produce  a 
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clear  annual  gain  of  more  than  such  interest  can  possibly 
amount  to.  So  that  the  eternal  and  immutable  principles  of 
truth  and  jusUce,  being  for  a  moment  out  of  the  question, 
and  stifling  those  sentiments  of  humanity,  which  arise  from, 
a  view  of  what  the  public  creditors  must  suffer,  should  their 
dues  be  widiheld,  (if  indeed  it  be  possible  to  stifle  such 
sentiments,)  still  it  will  indisputably  appear  to  be  the  in- 
terest of  the  merchant,  as  well  as  of  the  husbandman  and 
mechanic,  to  pay  their  just  proportions  towards  discharging 
the  public  engagement3.  For  this  plain  and  simple  system 
of  common  honesty,  while  it  invigorates  the  springs  of  our 
credit,  strengthens  also  the  bands  of  our  unioD,  proceeding 
with  equal  motion  towards  the  public  weal  and  private 
prosperity.  • 

That  the  labors  of  our  great  and  glorious  revolution  may 
thus  be  crowned  by  the  impartial  hand  of  justice,  and  the 
last  stone  be  thus  placed  in  the  arch  of  our  extensive  em- 
pire, is  the  ardent  wish  of  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient, &;c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO   B.    FRANKLIN. 
Office  of  Finance,  September  30th,  1784. 

m  Dear  Sir, 
This  is  rather  a  late  day  to  acknowledge  your  favors  of 
the  25th  of  December  and  15th  of  Junie  last,  but  I  have 
always  intended  in  my  acknowledgement  of  them  to  close 
our  public  correspondence,  and  I  have  always  been  disap- 
pointed in  my  expectation  of  being  able  speedily  to  quit 
this  office.  That  period,  however,  so  ardently  desired,  is 
at  length  nearly  arrived,  and  while  I  look  back  on  cares  and 
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dangers  past,  I  feel  an  increased  emotion  of  joy  in  the  pros- 
pect of  future  hopes  and  expectations.  But  I  cannot  re- 
view the  past  scene  without  strong  feelings  of  gratitude  and 
respect  for  the  able  and  active  efforts,  which  you  have  made 
to  support  the  finances  of  this  country.  I  would  to  God 
that  your  just  sentiments  on  property  and  taxation  were  as 
fully  felt  as  they  ncust  be  clearly  understood  in  America ; 
but  time  is  as' necessary  to  mellow  the  judgment  of  a  coun- 
try as  of  a  man.  Happy  indeed  shall  we  be  if  it  produce 
that  effect  among  us. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  explanation  of  M.  Chau- 
mont's  accounts,  which  are  lodg.ed  at  the  treasury.  If  any 
insinuations  have  been  made  injurious  to  you  upon  your 
connexion  with  M.  Chauniont,  they  have  not  reached  roe, 
and  I  am  persuaded  that  none  such  can  make  any  impres- 
sions which  ought  to  give  you  pain. 

I  have  not  remitted  bills  for  the  salaries  of  foreign  minis- 
ters, because  the  resolutions  of  Congress  having  varied,  and 
Mr  Grand  having  informed  me  that  he  should  pay  them,  I 
have  left  it  as  an  account  unsettled  to  be  arranged  by  Mr 
Barclay.  And  as  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  attachments  will 
have  been  taken  off,  and  as  I  have  given  Mr  Grand  a  credit 
on  the  commissioners  of  the  loan  in  Holland  for  four  hundred 
thousand  livres,  and  directed  Messrs  Le  Couteulx  to  pay 
over  to  him  a  balance  in  their  hands,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
he  will  be  in  cash  for  the  purpose.  I  agree  with  you  that 
a  fund  ought  to  be  sot  apart  for  contingencies,  and  had  I 
continued,  and  been  supported  in  my  administration,  such 
a  fund  should  certainly  have  been  provided.  I  am  at  the 
same-time  an  enemy  to  contingent  accounts,  and  therefore 
I  should  have  urged  the  ascertainment  of  every  allowance 
as  far  as  possible,  thereby  curtailing  the  account  of  contin- 
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gencies.  But  after  all,  it  cannot  be  annihilated.  Congress  . 
have  hitherto  made  no  determination  on  this  subject.  In- 
deed it  is  very  difficult,  and  even  ahnost  disreputable  for 
them  to  make  arrangements  of  expenditure,  while  the 
means  of  expenditure  are  so  shamefully  withheld  by  their 
constituents.  These  things,  however,  will  mend,  at  least  I 
hope  so. 

I  have  already  said  that  I  expected  the  attachments  laid 
on  the  public  goods  would  be  discharged.  Your  letter  to 
the  Count  de  Vergennes  on  that  subject  is  perfect,  and  if 
that  minister  did  not  immediately  obtain  a  conipliance  with 
your  request,  I  presume  it  must  have  been  occasioned  by 
some  circumstances  purely  domestic,  which  we  in  this  coun- 
try cannot  guess  at,  for  certainly  nothing  can  be  more  as- 
tonishing than  to  find  a  subject  countenanced  in  arresting 
the  property  of  a  sovereign  power  in  this  enlightened  age, 
and  in  the  country,  which  of  all  others  has  been  most  emi- 
nent for  a  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  nations. 

From  your  last  letters  to  your  friends,  I  find  that  your 
return  to  this  country  is  somewhat  doubtful ;  I  am  there- 
fore disappointed  in  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures,  which  I 
had  promised  myself.  But,  Sir,  in  whatever  country  you  . 
may  be,  and  whether  in  public  or  in  private  life,  be  as- 
sured of  my  warmest  and  most  respectful  esteem,  and  tliat 
my  best  wishes  for  your  happiness  shall  be  clothed  with 
the  utmost  eflforts  in  my  power  to  promote  it  on  every 
proper  occasion. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  perfect  respect,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


DIPLOMATIC  CO|lB£8POND£NG£.  ^QJ 

TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance.  Septei^ber  30th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  inspection  of 
Congress  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  14th  of  last  month  from 
the  Marquis  de  Lafayette ;  and  with  it  I  send  the  originals, 
which  were  delivered  by  him  to  me.  The  unexampled 
attention  to  every  American  interest,  which  this  gentleman 
has  exhibited,  cannot  fail  to  excite  the  strongest  emotions  in 
his  favor,  and  we  must  at  the  same  time  admire  the  judg- 
merit  which  he  has  shown  in  the  manner  of  his  applications, 
as  well  as  the  industry  in  selecting  proper  materials.  There 
can  belittle  doubt,  but  that  his  interest  at  his  own  Court 
must  always  prove  beneficial  to  this  country,  while  the  same 
cordiality  shall  continue  which  now  subsists  between  him 
and  the  venerable  Plenipotentiary  now  resident  at  Passy. 

l^hiiH  not  be^rd 'Opinions  tfponthe  matters  which  have 
employed  the  attention  of  M.  de  Lafayette,  as  a  negotiator 
from  this  country  to  that  which  gave  him  birth.  It  would 
be  intruding  sentiments  which  will  suggest  themselves. 
But  while  I  feel  the  delicacy  and  perhaps  the  danger  of 
asking  from  France  the  moderation  or  abolition  of  partic- 
ular duties,  thereby  establishing  a  precedent  for  similar 
requests  on  her  part,  I  hope  Congress  will  pardon  a  wish 
prompted  by  the  general  interests  of  commerce,  that  the 
statement  of  all  those  duties  might  be  translated  and  pub- 
lished, for  the  government  of  those  who  may  form  expe- 
ditions to  those  different  ports  now  opened  to  us. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Philadelphia,  October  11th,  1784. 

The  subscriber  having  taken  measures  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  his  various  engagements  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  and  particularly  for  such  of  his  notes  as 
may  be  in  circulation,  gives  this  public  notice  to  all  who 
may  be  concerned  therein,  that  although  he  be  no  longer 
in  office,  yet  those  notes  will  all  be  duly  paid  At  maturity  ; 
and  for  such  payment  he  hereby  pledges  himself  per- 
sonally to  the  holders,  and  therefore  requests  that  if  any 
attempt  should  be  made  <o  obtain  them  by  any  suggestions 
at  less  than  the  specified  value,  such  attempts  may  be  de- 
feated. ROBERT  MORRIS. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  of  Finance,  November  let,  1784. 
Sir, 

\  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  your  Excellency,  and 
pray  you  will  deliver  to  the  United  States  in  Congress,  the 
commission  by  which  I  was  appointed  Superintendent  of 
their  Finances.  It  gives  me  gioat  pleasure  to  reflect 
that  the  situation  of  public  affairs  is  more  prosperous  than 
when  that  commission  issued.  The  sovereignty  and  in- 
dependence of  America  are  acknowledged.  May  they  be 
firmly  established,  and  effectually  secured.  This  can  only 
be  done. by  a  just  and  vigorous  government.*  That  these 
States,  therefore,  may  be  soon  and  long  united  under  such 
a  government,  is  my  ardent  wish,  and  constant  prayer. 
With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

END    OF    THE    TWELFTH    VOLUBiE. 
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